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MR.  BROWNE, 
f^ou  Till  YiA»  1792  .TO  I7g$. 


DISCOVERIES  relative  toEgypt,  the  tomw 
feat  of  the  Ptolemies,  and  the  renown^ 
emporiam  of  the  Eaft,  once  celebrated  for  its 
•fpleiuior,  wealth,  and  power,  and  now  edeemed 
for  it! magnificent  reoiains,  are  ip  themffWct 
peculiarly  intereding  to  the  literary  world,  a,q4 
evidently  derive  a  new  advantage  from  every 
recent  cii;icumftance,  tranfmitted  to  Europeans, 
by  foe^  perfons  as  devote  their  time  and  abili- 
ties to  a  ftrid  examination  of  that  famous  coun« 
try, -and  its  numerous  cnriofitieSf 

Among  travellers  ofithis  defcription  we  ftould 
be  unpardonable  to  opit  Browne,  wbofe  pru- 
dence, zeal,  and  perfeverance  are  alike  deferving 
of  our  admiration  and  pur  praife;  and  whofe 
labours  haxe  been  jui^ly  efiimated  by  a  difcero* 
ing  public,  aa  a  valuable  addition  to  the  general 
fiock  of  ufeful  knowledge  and  agreeable  ent<e>« 
tainment. 


i 


2  BROWNB*!  TIAVBtl 

After  a  pleafaot  voyage  of  twenty-fit  days 
from  the  coafl  of  Britain,  Mr.  Browne  arrived, 
on  the  10th  of  January,  1792,  at  Alexandria, 
which,  though  formerly  the  principal  monu- 
menk  of  a  conqoeror'a  oMgnificcDce,  now  retaina 
i>at  few  veftiges  of  its  priftine  grandeur.   ' 

The  chief  remains  of  the  ancient  city,  as 
defcrtbed  by  our  author,  are  an  imperfed  co- 
lonnade near  the  gate  that  leads  to  Rofetta,  and 
an  eminence  in  the  (buth-eafl,  which  is  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Amphitheatre.  Of  the  fub- 
urb,  denominated  Necropolis,  or  the  City  of 
the  Dead,  there  are  no  veftiges  worthy  the  at- 
tention of  a  traveller.  The  walls  are  of  Sarace- 
nic flrudure,  and  conCequently  not  coeval  with 
the  ancient  dimeniions  of  the  city.  They  are 
in  feveral  places  more  than  forty  feet  in  height, 
and  apparently  twenty  on  the  lowed  part.  Thefe, 
being  flanked  with  towers  and  very  fubftantial 
in  themfelves,  form  an  admirable  defence  for 
the  inhabitants  againd  the  predatory  incurfions 
of  the  Bedouins,  and  the  hoftile  approaches  of 
the  Mameluke  cavalry. 

The  houfes  at  prefent  occupy  but  a  fmall  por- 
tion of  Alexandria,  the  remainder  confiding  of 
~45xtenfive  gardens  and  wade  grounds,  that  are 
entirely  covered  with  ruins.  From,  the  former  of 
thefe  the  natives  are  well  fupplied  with  fruit 
and  vegetables;  and  from  the  latter,  fragments 
'  of  fculpture,  ancient  coins,  and  pieces  of  precious 
"marble  are  frequently  dug  by  the  Egyptian  la- 
bourers, or  difcovered  to  the  pafleDger  by  fuc- 
ceffive  fliowers  of  rain. 

The  eadern  harbour*  ufually  frequented  by 
European  vedels,  is  rendered  extremely  difagree- 
able  by  its  rocky  bottom^  and  by  partaking  of 
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the  aghation  of  the  fea  during  the  influence  of 
certain  wind^.  Aboat  twenty  Ibips,  however, 
may  fecurely  anchor,  with  due  precaution ;  but 
the  greater  part  of  the  harbour  is  nearly  filled 
with  rubbith»  and  as  the  water  is  removed  fe- 
f eral  fathoms  from  the  gate  of  the  old  coftom* 
'  boufe»  which  H  formerly  reached  in  tbp  roemo^ 
ry  of  the  prefent  inhabitants,  it  feepu  probable 
that  the  l^a  is  retiring,  and  that  satare;  contri^ 
botes  to  the  ruin  of  this  port. 

The  old  port,  which  is  exclafivelv  appropri- 
ated to  the  ufe  of  Mahometans,  is  tolerably  ipa- 
cious,  and  affords  excellent  anchorage,  as  there 
is  a  depth  throughout  of  near  fix  fathoms. 

The  city  is  ereded  on  part  of  the  ifthmns  and 
thepeninfula,  and  towards  the  eafiern  extrtmity 
a  dilapidated  fort  is  feen,  which  is  conneded 
with  the  continent  by  a  mole  of  ftone,  furniflied 
with  wrought  arches,  and  flieltered  by  a  wall  on 
the  we(|,  that  is  alfo  in  a  ruinous  date. 

The  boufes  are  commonly  more  than  one  fiory 
high,  built  of  frone,  and  admirably  fuited  to  the 
mode  of  living  that  prevails  among  the  inha- 
bitants. A  flat  roof  is  found  to  be  the  beft  fecu- 
rity  againft  the  rain,  which  occafionally  falla 
in  the  autumn,  and  confequeotly  -every  native 
prefers  fuch  a  form  for  the  top  of  his  refidence. 

The  citizens  are  fupplied  with  water  from 
feven  referv^irs^,  conAroded  of  mafiy  timber, 
which  fiill  remain  of  a  feries,  that  iu  all  pro« 
bability  was  formerly  continued  from  one  extrc- 

• 

*  Thefe  refervoirs  are  moft  probably  in  their  original 
Oate,  as  it  feems  very  unlikely  that  the  modem  AleMn<- 
^riana  fhould  have  fubftituted  timber  for  ftone,  in  a  place 
-where  the  {qrmtt  it  very  fcarce  and  the  other  extremely 
plmtihiU 
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mtty  of  the  city  to  the  other,  in  order  to  pre* 
ferve  a  fufficieot  ^laantity  of  water  durios  th« 
annual  fublidence  of  the  Nile }  but  as  thete  ar» 
fituated  at  a  coniiderable  diftance  from  the  moft 
populous  part,  a  number  of  poor  perfons  gain  s 
iubfifteoce  by  carrying  water  from  houfe  to 
koofe^upoB  camels,  and  for  each  camePs  load 
they  receive  a  fum  that  is  equivalent  to  two- 
pence of  Eogliflt  money. 

The  only  monumentt  of  antiquity,  that  retain 
fheleaft  degrre  of  perfedion,  are  the  obelitk,  the 
eolumn  ufually  termed  of  Pompey  $  and  a  far- 
cophagtts,  of  ferpentine  marble,  which  is  uied  at 
a  ciAern  in  the  great  mofque.  As  the  latter 
enriofity  U  exceedingly  rich  in  hieroglyphics, 
and  baa  received  but  little  injury  from  the  cor- 
roding tooth  of  time,  a  perfon^  who  had  for 
fome  time  farmed  the  cuftoms,  ventured,  on  his 
retiring  from  Bgypt,  to  negociate  for  the  fale  of 
this  precioui  relic  to  an  European,  whodefigned 
to  prefent  it  to  the  emperor  of  Germany.  Pre- 
vious vto  its  embarkation,  however,  the  fecret 
was  divulged,  and  the  citizens  inHfted  fo  loudly^ 
that  the  property  of  their  mofque  was  inviolablei 
that  the  projeded  fcbeme  was  prudently  given 
up,  and  the  cheft  permitted  to  continue  in  its 
place,  where,  fince  that  occurrence,  it  has  been 
watched  with  fnch  unremitting  vigilance,  that 
it  is  now  extremHy  difficult  for  a  traveller  to 
obtain  a  fight  of  it;  confequently  Mr. Browne 
was^sriicluded  from  prefenting  the  public  with 
fo  minute  a  defcription  as  would  have  been  con- 
genial With  his  own  He(ires. 

The;  flocks  and  herds  that  are  brought  up  for 
the  confumption  of  the  citizens,  are  paftured  on 
the  herbage  in  the  vicinity  of  the  canal;  at  night| 
X-'.-  however. 
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however,  they  are  driven  within  the  walls  of 
the  city,  and  are  likewife  brought  thither  for 
prote^on,  when  any  of  the  hoftile  tribes  ero 
encamped  at  a  fmall  diftance. 

Wherever  a  vegetable  mould  is  difcovered^ 
the  foil  it  light  and  generally  fertile ;  but,  in  all 
probability,  it  has  been  brought  from  fomo 
other  part,  ai  the  natural  foil  confifts  eotirdf 
of  fand  or  ftone,  and  is  confequently  unfit  for 
the  purpofe  of  cultivation.  The  rardens  already 
alluded  to,  are  pleafantly  fprinlued  with  a  va- 
riety of  efculedt  herbs,  and  roots  may  be  raifed 
without  any  other  labour  than  that  of  watering; 
Orange  and  lemon  trees  are  found  in  fmall 
quantities,  and  dates  are  cultivated  in  greal 
abundance,  as  the  fruit  is  very  profitable  to 
the  proprietors  of  the  ground,  and  the  cheer* 
ful  foliage  of  the  trees  forms  an  agreeable  coo« 
trafi  to  the  whitenefs  of  the  buildings,  and  the 
dry,  fandy  foil,  by  which  they  are  encompafled* 
The  other  fruit-trees,  which  feem  peculiar  to 
the  place,  are  the  kiflin6  and  the  nebbek  $  the 
former  of  which  is  likewife  found  in  the  Weil 
Indies^  and  the  latter  bears  a  fruit  that  refemblet 
the  eherry  in  fize  and  formation,  but  in  colour 
and  flavour  approximates  to  tile  apple^ 

The  population  of  Alexandria,  comprifingMa* 
faometans,  Greeks,  Armenians,  and  Jews,  may 
be  computed  at  twenty  thoufand  fouls,  Ihougt^^ 
on  account  of  his  (hort  refidence,  Mr.  Browne 
was  unable  to  decide  wilb  accuraicy  upon  tbta 
point. 

The  Greeks  have  a  church   and   convent* 

pleafantly    fituated    upon    a    gentle    acclivity 

amoog  the  gardens^  but  only  containing  tbifee 

or  ^ur  religiottSf    Jbe  Francifcaoi  ol^erra 
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5anta  have  alfo  ^  church  and  monaflerr.  Th^ 
ArincQiaas  have  a  cburch»  and  the  Jews  aro 
permitted  10  perform  their  devotions  in  a  fyna'^ 
goguc. 

The  honfes  of  the  European  coniuls  and  mer- 
chants are  all  ereded  near  each  other  to  the  eaft 
of  the  city,  and  clofe  to  the  fea-ihore,  where 
the  inhabitants  ufually  aflbciate  with  each  other^ 
and  retain  all  the  cufioms  of  Europe,  withool 
Infuk  or  difturbaoce,  as  fiom  our  author's  ob* 
fervation  on  the  nations,  he  is  led  to  believe 
that  when  any  ftranger  has  experienced  uncivil 
treatment,  it  was  in  effe€t  the  refolt  of  his  own 
•imprudence ;  and,  notwithilanding  the  heavy 
Charg<*8  that  are  commonly  brought  againft  the 
tBgyptians  by  hiflorians,  refpeding  their  traffic 
^th  the  Franks,  our  author  ventures  io  a^rm^ 
that  the  natives  are  as  frequently  duped#>y  the 
European  merchants,  as  the  latter  by  the  Egyp* 
dan  favors,  whom  they  are  neceflitated  to  em« 
|»loy.  / 

The  command  of  the  fort,  and  the  military 
isvho  are  Rationed  in  the  city,  are  committed  to 
the  hands  of  a  fardai,  who  is  either  a  ca(hef,  or 
»n  inferior  officer  *  of  the  beys ;  but  the  internal 
government  is  vefted  in  the  citizens.-  The  com*- 
tn'erce  df  Alexandria  is  very  contiderable,  and 
its  revenues  are  eQimated  at  two  hundred  ^nd 
twenty- five  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

Among  the  various  articles  that  are  exported 
to  Conftantinople  and  otlier  places,  are  coffee, 
rice,  ard  raw  leather,    ^itfranon  and  fenna  are 

^^  The  cadi,  oir  chief  R)j^tj|rate,^  »c,  no  Aral),  who  re- 
efeives  his  authority  from'ConQ,a^tin6(Mc:  the  others  are 
the  (ckcchs  of  the  four  fe^'MadTthi^  Imams  of  the  twb 
pHMipal  »0fquei*         ►  %< --  .  ■    ;  ^  ■ 
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alfo  taken  in  exchange  by  the  Prank  merchantsa 
for  the  produce  of  their  refpedive  countries* 
The  former  of  Ihefe  in  cultivated  in  Egypt,  and 
the  latter  is  either  brought  by  way  of  Snea,  or 
from  Nubia,  and  the  vicinity  of  the  firtt  ca- 
(araf^r 

The  Imports  are  likewife  coniiderable,  com* 
prifing,  among  many  otjiers,  timber  for  houfc  of 
ihip  building,  from  Ca&^ia  or  the  Archipelago  *, 
copper,  rough  or  manttln^ured,  from  ConAan- 
tinople ;  red  coral,  from  L^ghprn ;  and  glafs 
beads,  &c.  from  Venice.  The  confumption  of 
broad  cloth  was  formerly  about  eight  hundred 
bales,  but  tince  the  oommencer^ent  of  hoflilities 
between  the  European  powers,  its  price  has  rifen 
{6  conliderably,  that  many  of  the  inhabitants 
■re  conftrained  to  make  ufe  of  their  native  ma- 
nufadures. 

The  navigation  between  Alexandria  and  Ro- 
fetta  is  performed  with  fmall  veflels,  of  from 
fifteen  to  fifty  tons  burthen,  which  depoHt  the 
merchandife  at  Rofetta,  from  whence  they  are 
conveyed  to  Cairo  in  boats  of  another  confirnc- 
tion. 

Activity,  perfcverance,  and  accutenefs,  are 
among  the  leading  fcharaderiitics  of  the  Alex- 
andrians, hence  they  are  admirably  difpbfed  by 
nature  for  that  perpetual  hurry  of  bufinefs, 
which  is  attached  to  the  tranfit  of  merchandife, 
and  their  attention  to  every  department  is  fo 
remarkable,  that  if  various  caufes  occafionally 
operate  to  the  fiagnation  of  commerce,  they  are 
confcious  that  no  poirtion  of  blame  can  be  pof- 
fibly  attributed  to  themfelves.  They  are  like- 
wife  remarkable  for  the  facility  with  which 
Ibey  learn  foreign  languages  5  ^bul  their  owa 
-    •  Arabic 
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Arabtc  is  very  impure,  partaking  greatljr  of  the 
Turkilh  and  other  dialeds. 

With  refpedt  to  their  political  conoerni,  ibe 
Alexandrians  are  rather  difobedicnt  and  intrad« 
able  towards  the  Mameluke  governors,  whofe 
public  orders  are  not  unfrequently  oppofed ;  and 
the  prefent  beys  are  confidered  by  the  citizens  as 
rebels  a^aind  the  authority  of  the  Porte.  A 
mutual  jealoufy  naturally  prevails  between  the 
pariier,  as  the  beys  areilAxious  to  fubjugate  the 
the  Alexandrians  to  the  fame  yoke  that  is  im- 
pofed  on  the  reft  of  the  Egyptians,  and  the  citi- 
zens are  equally  zealous  to  preferve  that  imper- 
fed  autocracy,  which  they  have  hitherto  con- 
trived to  maintain  by  fertility  of  expedient^  or 
occaiional  lubterfuge. 

In  order  to  throw  fome  light  npon  the  cha* 
rader  and  (ituation  of  the  late  government,  Mr. 
Browne  relates  the  following  hiftorical  anecdote. 
-—In  confequence  of  fome  oppofition  t&  the  pub-!> 
lie  meafures  of  the  rulers,  Murad  Bey,  who  had 
the  jurifdidion  of  this  diftrid,  fent  a  cafhef  to 
Ale/wnndria,  with  an  order  to  (hut  up  all  the 
warehoufes  appropriated  to  commercial  con- 
cerns, and  to  arreft  the  perfon  of  Shech  Moham- 
med el  Midiri,  wkofe  eloquence  and  adivity 
were  equally  known  and  dreaded  by  the  gover- 
nors. On  the  arrival  of  the  caftief,  the  greater 
part  of  the  citizens^  aifembled  in  the  principle 
mofque,  where  they  unanimoully  agreed  to  re- 
turn him  to  his  employer,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  expel  the  fuperintendant  of  the  cuftoms  from 
the  city,  as  they  had  long  groaned  beneath  bis 
uppreffion  without  any  redrefs  from  the  bey,  to 
whom  they  had  repeatedly  made  their  com- 
plaint.   This  refolution  was  immediately  put  in 
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iorte,  and  both  parties  were  compclK^d  to  depart 
the  fame  nighty  while  orders  were  iifued  out  fot 
the  fortification  of  the  city,  and  the  inhabitants 
fumiilied  themfelves  with  proper  weapons  of 
defence.  In  this  fituation  they  continued  for 
about  a  month,  when  they  received  intelligenoi 
of  two  cafliefs,  who  were  arrived  at  Rofetta  with 
a  body  of  troops,  which  are  commiffioned  to 
chadife  the  Alexandrians  for  their  contumaci<^ 
ous  behaviour.  A  deputation  was  accordingly 
fent  to  Rofetta,  in  order  to  inform  the  caihefs 
that  the  citizens  were  willing  to  receive  them 
peaceably,  if  they  came  without  any  hofiile  in- 
tention ;  but,  if  on  the  other  hand,  they  exped* 
ed  to  reap  atjy  benefit  from  violent  meafurcsi 
they  would  affurcdly  find  themfelves  oppofcd  by 
the  coUeded  force  of  all  the  inhabitants. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  meffengers,  however* 
they  found  that  the  pretended  troops  were  mere- 
ly the  domefticB  of  a  perfon  of  quality,  who  had 
formerly  filled  the  office  of  Yenktchery  Aga, 
and  who  now  accompanied  the  cafhef  that  had 
been  recently  driven  back.  To  the  raeflage  of 
the  Alexandrians,  the  calhef  replied,  that  he 
had  no  other  view  but  to  fatisfy  himfelf  refped- 
ing  the  loyalty  of  the  citizens  towards  the  go- 
vernment, as  Murad  Bey  had  received  the  news 
of  their  warlike  preparations,  and  confequently 
feared  that  they  were  agitated  by  a  fpirit  of  dif- 
alTedion.  After  this  declaration  he  remained 
about  a  fortnight  with  the  citizens,  who  con- 
vinced him  that  they  were  in  no  fenfe  intimi- 
dated at  his  arrival,  and  finally  difmilTed  him 
with  a  fmall  prefent  from  themfelves,  and  fome 
trifles  that  were  devoted  to  his  ufe  by  the  £uro<J 
jjean  rtfidents  in  the  city. 
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Mr.  Browne,  having  obtained  fome  infopcna* 
tion  at  Alexandria*  relative  to  the  Temple  of  Ju- 
piter Ammon,  refolved,  if  peflible,  to  explore 
itt  curious  remains,  and  therefore  engaged  a 
perfon  to  attend  him>  in  qi;iali4y  of  an  inter- 
preter, and  agreed  with  fome  Arab  traders  for 
the  conveyance  of  his  baggage^  and  for  a  fafe 
condud  among  the  other  tribes  of  their  nation, 
who  might  be  probably  Rationed  with  their 
flocks  along  the  coaft. 

With  thefe  precautions,  and  every  requifite 
preparation,  our  author  quitted  the  city,  with 
his  condudors,  on  the  24th  of  February,  1792, 
and  made  choice  of  the  route  that  was  neareft 
the  Tea,  as  being  the  fame  that  Alexander  had 
chofen  for  the  march  of  his  foldiers ;  while  the 
Arabs  were  equally  pleafed,  as  it  afforded  an  ex^ 
vberant  pailuragp  for  their  cattle.  During  the 
firft  day  they  merely  proceeded  about  eight  geo- 
graphical miles,  in  which  fpace  they  difcovered 
the  foundations  of  feveral  buildings;  but,  on 
account  of  the  imperfe^  (tate  of  the  remains, 
it  was  impoflible  to  determine  either  on  the 
^  purpofe  for  which  they  were  ere^ed,  or  whe- 
ther the  architecture  itfelf  was  ancient  or  mo- 
dern. 

Their  route  now  lay  along  the  coaft  for  about 
feven  days,  during  which  they  feldom  loft  iight 
of  the  fea.  After  quitting  the  rocky  foil  of 
Alexandria,  they  entered  upon  one  that  was 
level,  fmooth,  and  fandy,  and  occalionally  fpot- 
ted  with  fmall  patches  of  verdure,  that  ferved 
at  once  to  relieve  the  eye  from  the  difagreeable 
efte6t  of  the  general  fterility,  and  to  yield  a 
timely  refreflimeDt  10  the  patient,  but  fulf<^riug 
cancels, 
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The  provlfions  of  the  travellers  confifted  of 
feveral  kinds  of  preferved  meat,  that  is  ufually 
prepared  by  the  orientals,  who  undertake  long 
journeys,  and  who  obviate  the  inconveniency  of 
fait  provifion  by  the  ufe  of  a  clarified  butter, 
called  mifhli,  that  is  brought  to.  Cairo,  from 
Wcftern  Tartary.and  will  keep  perfcftly  good  for 
feveral  years.  For  the  horfes  they  were  neceffi- 
tated  to  carry  a  fupply  of  cut  flraw  and  barley. 

In  the  places  where  they  occafionally  halted, 
"were  difcovered  jerboas,  tortoifes,  lizards,  and  a 
few  ferpents.  On  the  thorny  plants  they  ob^- 
ferved  a  furprifing  quantity  of  foails,  that  are 
eaten  with  avidity  by  the  Arabs.  Wild  rabbits 
were  feen  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fprings,  and  the 
tracks  of  the  oArich  and  antelope  were  frequently 
found  in  the  fands.  Scarcely  any  birds  were  no- 
ticed except  a  few  of  the  marine  kind,  and  a  fmali 
hawk,  that  was  killed  by  one  of  the  travellers* 

Several  fmall  parties  of  Bedouin  ihepherds 
were  encamped  on  the  road  with  their  refpedive 
flocks,  and  regaled  the  European  and  his  com* 
panions  with  new  milk,  dates,  bread,  &c.  from  a 
pure  principle  of  hofpitality.  One  party,  indeed, 
were  rather  contentious  for  a  tribute  on  pa  fling; 
but  as  their  power  was  confiderably  inferior  to 
that  of  the  caravan,  their  demand  was  prudently 
relinquiflie^.  ' 

Having  travelled  about  fix  hours,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  they  refreihed  the  camels  at  a  well 
that  afforded  an  excellent  fupply  of  water,  and 
then,  leaving  the  coaft,  proceeded  in  a  fouth-* 
wefterly  dire6tion  till  the  ytb,  when  they  reach- 
ed the  village  of  Karet  am  el  Sogheir.  This 
place,  though  independant,  is  wretchedly  built, 
and  Us  inhabitants  are  equally  remarkable  for 
3  their 
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their  filthinefg  and  poverty.  Some  freili  water^ 
fuel,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  mutton,  were,  how- 
ever, procured  by  the  travellers  from  the  Sheofe 
el  Bellad,  wbofe  bofpttality  was  awakened  by  m 
well-timed  didribution  of  prefents. 

Refuming  bis  journey,  our  author  perceived 
that  the  country  was  finely  embelUnied  with 
date-trees^  and  tolerably  fupplied  with  water  for 
about  a  mile  and  a  half;  the  fcene  was  then 
changed,  during  a  progrefs  of  iive  hours,  to  the 
fame  kind  of  barren  rocks  and  arid  fands,  that 
have  already  been  defcribed ;  and  for  more  than 
eight  hours  afterwards  he  was  en^ployed  in  tra- 
verHnganextenfive  fandy  plain,  thatwas,inmanjr 
places,  completely  covered  with  a  pellicle  of  fait. 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th,  the  travellers  ar- 
rived at  a  fmallj  fertile  fpot,  denominated  Siwa> 
that  is  encompaifed  tn  every  fide  by  defert  land- 
Here  they  proceeded  through  a  grove  of  date- 
trees  to  the  town,  which  eives  a  name  to  the 
diftri^,  and  feated  tbemfelves  in  a  roisjed«  or 
oratory,  adjoining  the  tomb  of  a  reputed  faint ; 
till  they  were  perceived  by  the  chiefs,  who  then 
congratulated  them  upon  their  fafe  arrival,  with 
a  mixture  of  gravity  and  fimplicity  that  is  pecu- 
liar to  the  Arabs ;  conduced  them  to  an  apart- 
ment; and  prefented  them  with  fome  boiled 
meat  and  a  large  diih  of  rice. 

It  is  here  proper  to  remark,  that  the  attend- 
ant of  our  author,  knowing  the  implacable 
hatred  of  the  Mahometan  Arabs  againft  a  Frank 
.or  European,  had  thought  proper  to  introduce 
him  as  a  Mameluke  j  but  as  their  arrival  hap- 
pened juft  before  the  hour  pf  evening  prayer, 
when  the  inhabitants  (Iriaiy  difpofe  themfelves 
4o  their  devotion^  and  af  Mr.  Browne  was  then 
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tmable  to  fpeak  the  Arabic  langaage  To  flaently 
at  was  requifite  to  cover  the  deceptioD,  it  wag 
remarked  that  be  did  not  join  in  prayer  with 
the  congregation*  and  this  naturally  aroufed  a 
fufpicion,  which  obliged  the  interpreter  to  give 
a  fall  and  fatisfa^ory  explanation.  Finding 
that  their  gueft  was  a  Chriftian,  the  (hechs  were 
apparently  nnoch  f  rprifed  at  his  having  pene« 
irated  fo  far,  with  uiuch  difficalty  and  expeoce. 
vithout  baying  any  urgent  bufinefs  that  might 
account  for  fo  voluntary  an  expofure  of  bis  per- 
(on.  They  were,  however,  all  inclined  to  par* 
don  bis  temerity,  on  account  of  a  valuable  pre- 
fent  which  he  had  brought  for  their  acceptance^ 
except  one  of  them,  who,  together  with  the  po- 
pulace, was  greatly  incenfed  at  the  infolence  of 
our  author,  who  had  prefuoied  to  perfonate  a 
follower  of  their  prophet,  and  had  publicly  ap- 
peared in  the  drefs  that  was  peculiar  to  the  be- 
lievers of  the  Koran.  For  fome  time  they  de- 
clared that  he  ihould  either  return  inftantly,  or 
embrace  the  faith  of  Mahomet,  or  otberwife 
they  would  aiTault  the  place  of  hi$  relidence. 
This  fury,  however,  was  gradually  fubdued  by 
the  remonfbrances  of  the  more  moderate;  and» 
at  the  expiration  of  four  days,  he  was  permit- 
ted to  walk  abroad,  and  to  examine  the  carir 
ofities  of  the  place  without  moleftation. 

Having  provided  himfelf  with  fome  reqqifite 
inflruments,  Mr.  Browne  fet  out  from  his  lodg- 
ing, with  his  attendants,  and  proceeded  for  about 
two  miles,  between  fome  pleafant  gardens,  to  a 
fmall  building  of  undoubted  antiquity,  called  by 
the  natives,  '<  the  Ruins,  or  Birbe."  This  little 
€dific6,  containing  but  one  apartment,  was  con- 
itruded  of  mafly  Sooes,  exactly  fioular  to  thofe 
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which  compdfe  the  pyramids,  and  originally  co^ 
Tcreil  with  (ix  folid  blocks  that  reached  from  ooe 
wall  to  the  other.  Its  width  was  about  iifteea 
feet,  its  height  eighteen,  and  its  length  thirty* 
two.  The  principal  entrance  is  by  a  gate,  that 
it  (ituated  at  one  end,  and  two  doors  open  op« 
poiite  to  each  other  near  the  fame  extremity. 
The  other  end  is  mach  dilapidated,  but  from  a 
contemplation  of  various  analogous  circum- 
ftances,  it  is  fufficiently  evident  that  the  build- 
ing has  not  fufFered  any  material  diminution. 
There  is  not  the  leaft  reafon  to  imagine  thatanjr 
other  edifice  was  formerly  attached  to  it,  but 
rather  by  the  fculpture,  which  ftill  remains  oil 
the  exterior  of  the  walls,  fuch  a  fuppofition  U 
utterly  precluded. 

Three  rows  of  emblematical  figures,  apparent-, 
ly  intended  to  reprefent  a  procellion,  were  ob- 
ferved  in  the  interior,  where  the  figures  of  Ifit 
and  Anubis  are  confpicuous,  and  the  proportions 
are  thofe  of  the  Egyptian  temples  in  miniature ; 
the  fpaces  between  them  are  filled  with  hiero- 
glyphic characters.  The  foffit  is  alfo  decorated 
in  a  fimilar  manner;  but  one  of  the  (tones 
having  fallen  in,  breaks  the  conne6tion.  This 
curious  place,  fo  worthy  the  attention  of  a  tra- 
veller, naturally  induced  Mr.  Browne  to  make 
fome  enquiries  relative  to  its  original  ufe,  or 
fach  traditions  as  might  probably  have  been 
handed  down  to  poderity  refpe6ting  it;  but  the 
natives  appeared  entirely  ignorant  of  thsfe 
points,  and  merely  aflferted,  that  they  fuppofed 
it  to  contain  hidden  treafures,  and  to  be  the  oc- 
cafional  retreat  of  evil  fpirits.  ^ 

From  an  examination  of  the  circtimjacent 
foil,  it  appeared  that  other  buildings  had  been 
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formerly  eroded  at  a  ffnall  diliance  from  Ibe 
ruin  :  fome^ewn  ilonet  were  likewife  obferved 
by  our  tiuthor,  but  they  afforded  no  trace  of 
fcnipture  to  gratify  his  curioiity,  nor  could  be 
fuppofcy  from  the  nature  of  the  adjacent  rocks, 
which  were  a  kind  of  fandy  Hone,  and  extrenoely 
difliroilar  to  thofe  of  the  fabric,  that  the  ma« 
terials  could  ever  have  been  prepared  on  the 
fgpt. 

After  fpending  fome  time  in  fe^rching  for 
other  ruins,  which  had  been  mentioned  by  the 
natives,  but  were,  in  reality,  no  other  than  de« 
tached  pieces  of  the  rock,  Mr.  Browne  returned 
to  the  ihechs,  who  had  kindly  provided  bim  a 
dinner,  beneath  the  fhady  branches  that  embel- 
iiOied  their  garden,  where  he  cheerfully  partook 
of  their  ho^hable  fare,  without  the  dread  of 
moleftation  or  impertinent  intrufion. 

Next  day  he  was  conduced  to  fome  apart- 
ments in  the  rock  which,  though  defiituteof  or- 
nament or  infcription,  have  been  hewn  out  with 
a  confiderable  degree  of  labour,  atid  bear  the 
appearance  of  places  of  fepulture,  as  feveral  hu- 
man bones  and  parts  of  ikuUs  were  difcover- 
ed.  Thefe  melancholy  relicks  had  all  under- 
gone the  a£tion  of  fire,  but  whether  they  were 
depofited  in  this  manner  by  a  people  in  the  ha-^ 
bit  of  burning  their  dead,  or  whether  they  have 
been  burpt  in  their  detached  liate,  by  the  pre- 
fent  inhabitants,  mult  be  diilicult  to  determine; 
though  the  fi^  of  the  catacopibs,  which  were 
twelve  feet  long,  fix  wide,  and  about  fix  feet 
high,  feeni  to  yield  a  convincing  proof,  that  they 
were  originally  defigned  for  the  reception  of  bo- 
dies in  an  unmutilated  date* 
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A  iDonamrnt  To  evidently  Egyptian,  being  dii^ 
^orered  in  this  remote  quarter,  indocfd  ourtra«> 
veller  to  hope,  that  fomething  more  conBderablo 
might  be  found,  if  he  proceeded  farther.  Ho 
therefore  endeavoured  to  procure  fome  intelli- 
genee  from  the  Siwefe  and  the  Arabs,  as  tho 
former  have  an  equal  communication  with  Egypt 
•od  Fezzan,  anc)  the  latter  traverfe  the  Defert 
in  all  diredions,  and  muft  be  confequently  ac- 
quainted with  every  fpot,  that  was  diftinguifli- 
«d,  either  by  its  accommodations,  fertility^  or 
ancient  ruins.  They  accordingly  entered  into 
^onverfation,  with  the  greateft  freedom,  upon 
the  fubje^t  of  the  roads,  and  readily  defcribed 
every  thing  of  note,  which  they  had  obferved  in 
Blwah,  Fezzan,  and  other  places;  but  when 
our  author  mentioned  the  ^te  of  the  famous 
temple  of  Jupiter  Ammon,  they  profeflfed  themt 
felves  entirely  ignorant  of  any  fuch  remains,  nor 
could  they  give  the  lead  account  of  another  place 
which  he  alluded  to,  under  the  name  of  San- 
trieh ;  they,  however,  told  him  of  fome  ruins  to 
the  wetiward,  but  mingled  their  dcfcriptioa 
with  many  ridiculous  fables,  and  afTured  hioi 
that  he  could  not  poflibly  go  thither,  as  the  fpot 
was  entirely  furroundcd  with  water,  and  there 
were  no  boats. 

From  their  account  of  this  place,  which  they 
called  Arafchie,  he  was  fully  convinced  that 
it  was  not  the  Oarts*  of  Arrsmonj  yet  it  was 
polliblc,  that  fomelhin^  "^'g^t  l>e  there  found 
that  might  eventually  lead  to  a  more  important 
difcovery,  and  iheret'ore  be  relblved  to  proceed 
thither  as  foon  as  polBble. 

*  Oails  n^niBcs  a  cuUIvsteJ  fpot,  that  is  furrounded 
by  ddcrts. 

With 
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.  With  this  clefign,  he  agreed  with  two  prrfoni, 
■of  tl^-poorcr  cla»  of  the  natives,  to  coodu6k  him 
to  Arafcbic ;  and,  provided  the  objed  of  hit 
fcarch  ibould  not  be  found,  they  were  to  guide 
htm  to  the  firft  watering  place,  that  ihouTd  lie 
diredly  toward  the  fouth.  He  then  employed 
liioafelf  in  conabating  the  difficulties  that  were 
ftarted,  concerning  his  expedition,  and  on  the 
12th  of  March,  fet  out  with  his  altendanli, 
Ironi  the  town  of  Siwa. 

The  Oafis,  which  contains  this  town,  is  about 
£x  allies  long,  and  four  and  a  half  wide.  A  con- 
£derable  quantity  of  rice  is  here  cultivated, 
which,  however,  differs  materially  from  that  of 
the  Delta,  and  the  lafTd  produces  a  fufficiency 
of  wheat  for  the  confumption  of  the  inhabit- 
ants ;  a  large  portion  of  the  Oafis  is  richly  em- 
belHfhed  with  date  trees,  olives^  figs,  pomegra- 
nates, apricots  and  plantains,  and  the  gardens 
are  extremely  beautiful.  Of  water,  there  is  an 
abundant  fupply^  both  fait  and  frefli ;  but  the 
generality  of  the  fprings  that  furnifli  the  latter, 
are  tepid,  and  fuch  is  the  efTed  of  the  water* 
air,  and  other  circumilances,  upon  Grangers, 
that  they  are  ufually  afflifted,  on  their  arrival* 
with  agues  and  malignant  fevers. 
.  Though,  during  bis  journey  from  Alexandria* 
our  author  had  been  frequently  annoyed  by  cold 
lhowers,and  much  incommoded  by  a  lliarp  wind, 
the  heat  was  literally  oppreflive  at  Siwa,  not* 
withdanding  it  was  fo  early  in  the  feafon. 

The  government  is  vefted  in  four  or  five 
fhechs,  who  are  commonly  divided  into  fadlions, 
and,  in  reality,  owe  their  advancement  to  the 
parties  which  they  are  able  to  form  among  the 
people;  coafequently,  every  measure  of  public 
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iiiility  is  greatly  retarded,  and  the  prcferrition 
of  decorum  is  vio)dtcd«on  the  (lighten  grounds, 
when  the  bodile  families  (ire  upon  each  other, 
from  the  houfes,  or  in  the  iheets,  and  many  in« 
dividual  retain  tlie  mai  ks  of  revenge  upon  their 
bodies,  for  the  rcHdue  of  their  lives. 

Th«  (lifchs  perform  the  office  of  cadi>  and 
have  the  entire  adminiftration  of  jufticcj  but,  ci- 
ther from  their  own  debility,  or  want  of  refpeft 
in  the  people,  the  moft  heinous  crimes  are  fre- 
quently committed  with  impunity.  During  Mr. 
Browne's  refidence  at  this  place,  a  nrw  born  in- 
fant was  inhumanly  murdered,  by  being  thrown 
from  the  top  of  a  honfe;  but  ns  no  means  imme« 
diately  offered  to  difcover  the  criminal,  the  mat- 
ter was  dropped  without  farther  inveftigation. 

The  complexion  of  the  natives  is  rather  dark- 
er than  that  of  the  Egyptians,  and  their  dialed 
different ;  in  the  formation  of  their  perfons  they 
approximate  to  the  Arabs  of  the  Delert.  Their 
ufnal  clothing  con  (ids  of  a  white  cotton  {hirt, 
with  large  fleeves,  a  red  Tunifine  cap,  and  (hoea 
of  the  fame  colour.  In  fummer  they  wear  a  blue 
and  white  cloth  upon  the  llioulder,  and  in  win- 
ter they  are  defended  from  the  cold  by  a  fort  of 
blanket.  The  lower  clafs,  however,  feldom  wear 
much  more  apparel  than  what  is  abfolutely  re- 
quired by  decency. 

Their  houfehold  furniture  merely  comprifes  a 
few  mats  and  fome  earthern  ware,  of  their  own 
manufacture,  except  among  the  moft  opulent, 
who  are  poffefled  of  copper  ut  nflls. 

Their  food  confifls  of  flat,  unleavened  cakes« 
half  baked  j  thin  fheets  of  pafte,  fried  in  the  oil 
of  the  palm  tree;  dates,  milk,  rice,  &c.  The 
coofumption  of  animal  food  is  very  trifling,  nor 
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are  tbejr  commonly  addi^ed  to  the  ufe  of  coffee 
or  tobacco.  Their  favourite  beverage,  ia  the 
liquor  drawn  from  the  date  tree,  by  them  deno- 
tninated,  '*  date  tree  tuattr^*  though  in  reality 
it  poirefl*es  the  power  of  inebriating. 

Their  feft  is  that  of  Malik,  their  chief  trade 
in  dates,  which  thay  tranfport  to  Cairo  and  Alex- 
andria, and  their  domedic  animals  are  the  hairy 
fheep  and  goat  of  Egypt,  with  a  fmall  number  of 
carocU  and  oxen. 

Quitting  Siwa,  where  the  ground  in  the  neigh* 
bonrhood  is  ufuallv  covered  with  fait  for  roanf 
weeks  after  the  rams,  our  traveller  proceeded  in 
^ueft  of  the  ruins,  at  Arafchie,  with  his  inter- 
preter and  fome attendants;  and,  at  thedillauce 
of  iix  miles,  difcovered  a  fmall  building,  of  tl»e 
Boric  order,  that  feemed  to  have  been  originaUf 
defigoed  for  a  temple,  thoush  no  infcription  wat 
found  to  eftabliih  (uch  an  opinion ;  the  materiala 
were  ordinary,  con  fitting  of  calcareous  ftones, 
but  the  proportions  were  evidently  thofe  of  the 
beft  age  of  architedure. 

From  hence  he  continued  his  journey  for  two 
days,  without  moleftation,  though  greatly  alarm- 
ed at  t^eexpe6tation  of  fome  holtile  tribes,  who 
were  faid  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood,  and,  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time,  they  reached  the 
place  of  their  dettination,  which  was  found  to 
be  an  ifland,  in  the  midft  of  a  fmall  faline  lake^ 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  plain  of  Gegabib. 

It  appeared  to  contain  an  abundance  of  ]arge> 
mifshapen  Hones ;  but  nothing  was  difcovered, 
that  could  be  judly  denominated  ruins;  nor  wat 
it  indeed  probable,  that  any  fuch  ibould  be  found 
in  a  place,  that  was  totally  deftitute  of  trees 
and  freih  water.    Mr.  Browne,  however,  was 
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nn^ioiii  lo  (m'\»(v  hi*  curiofiiy  mow  fnUy,  bf 
Apnnniching  ihciV  prcteiulcd  rcnnliH  <»!  iihli- 
«)uityi  Aud  AcciU()iM)t)v  forccil  hi«  horlr  iiuotho 
lAkri  but  ihn  nnimn)  WMit  nnnble  to  keep  hii 
bridil  jihovc  wjitcr,  mul  Icrminntrd  the*  oblervn- 
tions  t^r  bit  ritlrr,  by  ihrowtiig  bim»  brfare  bo 
rr.iohfsl  the  iU^nd. 

Iliivinff  drtacbed  bimOlf  from  bl*  borfe, 
(wbicb  to  UDfortunntcly  Humbled  nt  tha  coin* 
mciUTmrnt  of  the  b>kr),  iK\u\  regAi^^c'cl  <he  dry 
hnd.  our  author  now  prtn^rdml  in  ii  fouthorlv 
dirtHblion,  aiTordiug  to  the  agittemrnt  ;nad«  with 
bU  guidcsi  hot  finding,  at  tne  expiration  of  thn 
third  day,  that  this  purtutt  wi«»  equally  fruitlefs 
vrtih  the  former,  be  fubmitted  to  the  importu- 
nity of  the  AraM,  who  ttrtwgly  advifed  him  fo 
return,  as  they  bad  remainecl  a  whole  night, 
without  any  fupply  of  water,  and,  on  the  2d  of 
April,  he  arriveJ  without  any  now  occurrence  at 
the  city  of  Alexandria. 

As  Mr.  Browne  had  been  greatly  indifpofcd 
with  a  fever  and  dyfcntery,  that  apparently  pro- 
ceevUU  from  the  ufe  of  brackilh  water,  in  his 
wel^t'rn  Journey*  be  now  devoted  a  month  to 
ncccir.uv  rciHife  and  refrelhment,  after  whicli. 
be  prepjired  for  hi*  dep.^rium,  with  all  pollible 
alacrity,  and  on  the  lil  of  May  fet  out  towardi 
KotVtta. 

Atter  a  prcvgrefs  of  about  four  hours  on  horfe- 
back,  he  reached  the  village  Aboukir.  confilling 
of  few  nih.^bitants,  though  built  in  the  vicinity 
of  a  fraall  port,  that  is  furnilbed  with  a  fortrefs, 
nfhere  a  tforbaflii  reiidcs,  with  fome  foldiers, 
and  collects  a  toll  from  travellers,  who  have  oc- 
cafioa  to  crofs  the  neigUbouriog  ferry. 
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At  tlip  UinAiictMifiwoiutlrii  from  Ab(Miklr.  arn 
the  ruttii  of  nil  anciriu  (owit,  on  tlir  i'ra  (itlti» 
llmt  arc  partly  umlcr  wfttrr.  'I'lic  rcniflii»»  ui  t% 
few  columnfi  ayv,  likrwiCc  vifiblc.  *'  Tliiw,"  layt 
our  Author.  '*  h  what  hti4  brrti  icmatkcd,  an  iho 
T8|>ori(iH  Parvj  oi  unti»iuity," 

Fioni  hr.ncp,  ho  procccdrd  nlong  thf  l«ttcf 
pnrt  ot  thn  ronil,  which  in  markrU  with  thort 
roliimnsi  ol  huriiP«l  brick,  t«t  ccrfHin  diliiinrM,  to 
Kofcttfl,  where  he  flrrivcul,  nlinr  a  journp;|'  of 
right  houiii  niui  a  halt',  r.xchifivrly  of  the  timo; 
taken  up  in  eroding  two  ferrien. 

Thin  city,  which  in  unprovided  with  either 
wail*  or  fortrcls,  i*  built  in  mi  ohhuig,  irrt-gu- 
Inr  form:   its  population,  compriiing  natives^, 
Franks,  ind  GrrokM,  ix  confidcrablc^  its  princU^ 
p«l  commerce*,    Jlie  carrying   tr^de,  between '^ 
C;iiroand  Alexandria  ;  and  its  government  veil- 
ed in  A  fubordinatd  ofliccr,  appointed  by  Murad; 
Bey,  to  whom  the  jurildi^lion  of  the  dillrid  ap* 
pertains.  I 

The  inhabitants  arc  here  eftccmcd  more  peace- 
able and  courieouH  to  llran^ers,  than  thofe  of; 
Alexandria  or  Cairo  j  and  many  lerarned  men 
are  found  among  them,  who  are  well  (killed  in 
Mahometan  theology  and  caluiftry,  and  whode- 
irotc  the  greateft  part  of  their  time  to  fmoking 
and  convcrrmg,  on  the  banks  of  their  refpcdive 
gardens. 

The  circumjacent  country  is  equally  fertile 
and  enchanting,  and  Mr.  Browne  exprcifes  him- 
ftlf  agreeably  atFcded  with  the  contcmpbiion 
of  the  verdant  rice  ticlds,  the  orange  groves,  and 
the  (liady  date  trees,  that  form  a  charming  con* 

*  There  is  a  cottun   manufaflure  at  Rofetta,  but  it  it 
confined  cmirciy  to  home  confumptioa* 
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traft  to  the  mofques  and  tombs,  whilo  the  roa- 
jeftic  Nile,  after  fertilizing  fo  long  a  trad,  rc- 
ludantly  mingles  with  the  waters  of  the  ocean.' 

Some  few  remains  of  antiquity  are  found  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Rofetta,  though  the  city 
itfelf  is  modern.  At  the  didance  of  two  miles, 
the  caftle  of  AbH  Mandiir  (lands  in  a  very  pic- 
turefque  (ituation,  where  columns  are  frequent* 
ly  dug  up. 

Navigation  is  rendered  extremely  dangerous , 
below  the  city,  on  account  of  a  bar  which  runs 
acrofs  the  mouth  of  the  Nile,  and  obliges'the  in- 
habitants to  remove  their  ^oods,  from  the  boats 
of  Cairo,  to  others  of  a  different  conftrudion, 
before  they  can  proceed  to  AleKandria ;  yet,  not- 
withftanding  every  precaution,  the  merchandife 
frequently  receives  much  damage,  by  the  boats 
ftriking  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  when  they 
are  commonly  overfet  and  funk. 

As  our  author  happened  to  arrive  in  the  month 
Ramadan,  when  the  place  is  remarkably  cheer- 
ful, he  found  fufficient  entertainment,  in  Rofetta 
and  its  inhabitants,  to  detain  him  five  days; 
when,  finding  it  impra^icable  to  pnrfue  his  in- 
tended route  by  land,  he  embarked  with  a  vie^ 
of  proceeding  to  Terane,  and  failed  with  a  fair 
wind  to  the  canal  of  Meniif,  where  the  water 
leaves  the  main  channel,  and  flows  through  the 
canal,  which  approximates  to  the  conrfe  of  the 
river  above  the  Delta.  An  unbounded  plain 
here  ftrikes  the  eye  of  the  traveller,  on  each 
fide  of  the  water,  and  the  numerous  villages, 
ere6ted  on  the  banks,  are  apparently  very  popu- 
lous, and  furrounded  with  excellent  land.  The 
peafants  are  in  reality  ei^tremely  rich  iq  cattle^ 
atid  maliie  a  confiderable  advantage  of  the  fre- 
quent: 
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qcfnt  rftr.rn  of  paiVengers,  in  ihcir  boats,  yet, 
under  the  abufcs  of  government,  they  find  it 
iridirpenfibly  nccclFary  to  wear  the  appearance 
of  poverty. 

Having  taken  a  fraall  boat  at  Men6f,  Mr. 
Browne  now  proceeded  to  Terane,  which  be 
lafcly  reached  in  fix  hours,  after  counting  more 
than  a  hundred  different  towns  and  villages^  both 
on  the  eaflern  and  wefiern  (ides  of  the  Nile,  dur- 
ing his  paflage  from  Rofetta.  One  of  thcfe,  which 
Wis  apparently  the  mod  confiderable  on  the 
caft,  was  Fue,  a  place  once  very  eminent  fox 
its  commerce,  though  now  diminilhed,  in  iize 
and  population;  and  Beirut  was  the  lar^eft 
town  on  the  wefl,  as  Demenhur,  which  is  more 
populous,  was  not  vilible  from  the  river. 

The  town  of  Terane  is  (ituated  on  the  left  of 
the  moit  weAern  mouth  of  the  Nile,  at  a  fmall 
diflance  from  the  river.  Its  latitude  is  30  deg. 
24  min.  Its  buildings  chiefly  con  fid  of  unburn « 
ed  brick,  but  there  are  likewife  feme  of  flonei 
and  its  government  and  revenue,  with  that  of 
the  whole  diftridt,  containing  feveral  villages,  is 
ufually  entrufted  to  one  of  the  caftiefs  belong- 
ing to  Murad  Bey.  At  the  time  of  our  author's 
vifit,  however,  it  was  in  the  hands  of  a  Vene- 
tian merchant,  named  Carlo  Roffetti,  who  had 
been  recently  appointed  conful  general  of  the 
Emperor  of  Germany. 

This  gentleman,  obferving  an  increafing  de- 
mand in  Europe,  for  the  produ6lion  called  Na- 
tron, whlrh  abounds  in  the  lakes,  at  a  fmall  dif* 
tance  from  Terane,  fuppofed  that  an  immenfe 
revenue  might  be  raifed,  by  obtaining  an  exclu- 
five  right,  for  the  coUe6lion  and  exportation  of 
tliia  article.  • 
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As  the  natron  bad  never  proved  of  any  advao* 
tage  to  the  beys»  and  as  Roflfetti  had  great  inte- 
reft  with  Murad  bey»  his  propofals  were  accept- 
ed on  the  bufinefs,  and  he  procured  an  authori- 
ly  over  the  diftrid  of  Terane,  nearly  equivalent 
to  that  exercifed  in  former  times  by  the  cafhefs. 
He  accordingly  fent  his  nephew  thither,  to  reHde 
in  quality  of  his  deputy  ;  but  the  difpolition  of 
this  young  man  was  ill  adapted  to  martial  exer- 
cifesj  and  the  government  pf  a  people,  with 
ivhom  fear  and  obedience  were  nearly  fynoni- 
tnous  terms.  His  Sclavonian  folctiers  were  like- 
ivife  inadequate  to  the  protedion  of  the  littlo 
parties,  fent  to  fetch  the  natron,  and  Rofletti 
foon  afterwards  fold  a  large  (hare  in  the  grant, 
which  proved  unequal  to  his  fanguine  expeda- 
tions. 

On  Mr.  Browne's  arrival  at  Terane,  he  was 
politely  received  by  Src.  Ferrari,  the  nephew  of 
Roffetti,  to  whom  he  had  been  recommended, 
^nd  who  now  kindly  invited  him  to  refide  at  his 
houfe,  during  his  day,  afluring  him,  at  the  fame 
time,  of  his  friendfhij^  and  adidance,  in  what* 
ever  he  might  chufe  to  undertake. 

One  entire  day  was  now  devoted,  by  our  an* 
thor,  to  a  ramble  over  that  part  of  the  Delta, 
which  is  oppofite  the  town,  and  indicates  the 
lite  of  ancient  flru£tures,  by  many  columns  and 
other  conliderable  remains.  No  infcriptions, 
however,  were  found,  nor  any  thing  that  de- 
ferves  a  particular  relation. 

RoiTetti,  whofe  houfe  ipis  enlivened  by  a  neat 
garden,  well  flocked  witli  ufeful  plants,  and 
finely  embeliiihed  with  fruit  trees,  had  attempt- 
ed fome  improvements  in  the  fuburbs,  by  plant' 
ing  trees,  &c.  but  the  natives  were  {o  far  from 
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lieconding  hit  laudable  defign,  that  the^  refufed 
to  water  the  trees,  and  feemed  to  think  their 
forbearance  remarkable,  in  permitting  them  to 
remain  without  injury.  From  this  mode  of 
condud«  our  author  is  inclined  to  fuppofe,  that 
they  had  Tome  fecret  fufpicions,  that  were  unex- 
plained, or  difcontent  at  the  appearance  of  no* 
velty,  which  they  might  regard  as  the  harbinger 
of  evil ;  as  the  orientals  are  in  general  extreme* 
ly  partial  to  trees  and  water,  and  confequently 
would  not  a6t  in  fo  Urange  %  manner^  without 
fome  private  difiruft. 

A  •  party  of  Arabs  being  appointed  to  fetch 
natron  from  the  lake,  on  the  enfuing  evening 
after  Mr.  Browne's  arrival,  Sre.  Ferrari  ordered 
Hve  Sclavonians  to  accompany  him,  who  accord- 
ingly commenced  their  journey,  about  nine 
o'clock  at  night,  and  pro«eeded  in  a  weftern  di- 
redion,  till  the  next  mornii^,  when  they  ob- 
tained a  feafonable  refrefliment,  at  a  fpring  of 
frefh  water,  that  rifes  among  fome  ruOies,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  lakes. 

The  eaftern  extremity  of  the  weftern  ^  lake 
vras  found  to  lie  in  30deg.  31  min.  north  lati- 
tude :  its  form  was  extremely  irregular ;  the  co- 
lour of  the  water  an  imperfed  red ;  and  the  bot- 
tom, where  vifible,  appeared  as  if  it  was  covered 
with  blood :  in  one  part,  where  the  water  was 
greatly  agitated  by  a  fpring,  its  depth  was  far 
greater  than  the  height  of  our  author,  but  the 
general  depth  was  about  three  feet,  and  the 
more  fiiallow  parts  were  encrulled  with  fait  to 
the  thicknefs  of  near  fix  inches. 

*  Thet'e  is  no  material  difference  betwefp  the  we&£ri| 
and  eaftern  lake,  either  in  fue,  colour,  or  produ6iioDA* 
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The  furrounding  foil  was  a  coarfe  fand,  an^ 
its  furface  feemed  to  partake  of  the  chara£ter  of 
natron,  which  is  ufually  found  in  the  lake,  about 
the  thicknefs  of  a  cubit,  or  common*  pike.  la 
all  the  fpecimens  that  were  (hown  to  our  travel* 
ler,  he  deteded  much  alkali*  but  he  was  unable 
then  to  make  fuch  an  analyfis,  as  might  have 
proved  intereding  to  the  public.  At  a  fmali 
dil^ance  from  the  lake,  natron  is  frequently 
found  near  the  furface  of  a  mountain,  that 
feems  to  approximate  to  the  natron  of  Barbary, 
and  is  of  a  lighter  colour  than  the  former. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  lake,  which  is  about  a 
mile  broad  and  four  miles  long,  the  country  is 
deOitute  of  water,  and  confequently  barren. 
Some  vediges  of  buildings  are  found,  that  were 
apparently  dcHgned  for  convents,  and  three  of 
thefe  edifices  ftill  remain  entire,  and  yield  a 
peaceful  abode  to  a  few  religious,  of  the  Coptic 
church. 

Two  of  Ihefe  convents,  viz.  that  of  St.  George 
and  that  denominated  the  Syrian,  were  vifited 
by  our  author  in  this  excurdon,  who  found  the 
buildings  firm  and  fubflantial,  though  extremely 
ancient  -,  the  furniture  iimple  j  and  the  inhabi- 
tants equally  harmlefs  and  hofpitable. 

The  entrance  to  each  convent  is  by  a  fmall 
trapdoor,  fecured  within  by  two  great  mill- 
Aones ;  the  manners  of  the  monailics  are  perfe^- 
ly  confonant  to  the  primitive  af^es,  as  their  chief 
food  is  coarfe  bread  and  vegeiables,  and  their 
ufual  beverage  water,  that  is  drawn  from  an  ex- 
cellent well  within  their  own  walls ;  they  are 

'  *  The  plka  of  Cairo  is  equtl  in  length  to  eighteen 
iaches* 

their 
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tY^eir  own  menials  and  artificers,  and  their  chief 
amufement  confifts  in  a  fmall  garden,  that  ferves 
at  once  to  refrcfti  their  fpirits  and  fopply  their 
tables.  On  Mr.  Browne's  entrance,  one  of  the 
fuperiors  was  difcovered  in  the  ad  of  mending 
his  (hoes,  apparently  regardlefs  of  theological 
controverfy.  The  other  attempted  to  prove  to 
his  gueft  the  Eutychian  tenet  of  monothelifm, 
and  was  highly  gratified,  when  our  author  ex« 
preifed  hi mfelf  fully  perfuaded  by  his  arguments. 

On  Mr.  Browne's  enquiring  for  manufcripts» 
he  was  informed,  that  the  monks  were  poflelfed 
of  near  eight  hundred  volumes,  but  he  only 
faw  an  Arabs  Coptic  Lexicon,  with  a  few  other 
books  in  the  Coptic,  Syriac,  and  Arabic  Ian* 
guages. 

Having  fpent  near  three  days  in  the  contem* 
plation  of  the  lakes  and  the  adjacent  buildings, 
the  attendants  of  our  traveller  began  to  grow 
impatient,  and  he  was  necefiitated  to  return  to 
Teran6,  from  whence  he  reimbarked  in  a  fmall 
boat,  after  a  (hort  interval,  and  on  the  l6th  of 
May  arrived  fafely  at  Grand  Cairo. 

This  city  is  fituated  on  the  eait  of  the  Nile, 
which  devolves  its  majefiic  flood  at  a  foiall  dif- 
tance;  but  the  fuburbs,  viz.  Mifr  el  Attike  and 
Bulak,  or  the  port,  form  two  points  of  contact 
with  the  river.  To  the  eaft  and  fouth-eaft  of 
the  city  is  a  ridge  of  that  extenfive  chain,  which 
accomp? '■.'^8  the  Nile  to  Upper  £gypt,  fome- 
times  receding  to  the  ditiance  of  three  miles, 
and  at  other  places  oppoHng  its  barrier  to  the 
progrefs  of  the  flream.  The  northern  fide  is 
bounded  by  an  extenfive  plain,  that  exactly  re- 
fembles  the  Pelta>  ip  the  nature  of  its  foil  and 
produ6lioas. 

Though 
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Though  a  European  traveller  muft  certainly 
find  hinoTelf  difguAed  with  a  view  of  the  Egyp- 
tian capital,  as  compared  with  the  cities  of  his 
•wn  country,  it  is  confidered  by  the  natives  as 
the  rooft  magnificent  p\zcc  under  the  canopy  of 
heaven,  and  is  emphatically  fiyled  **tbematchlers 
city,  the  mother  of  the  world."  It  is,  however, 
but  juilice  to  remark,  that  the  extreme  narrow- 
neU  of  the  ftreets,  which,  to  a  Granger  muft  ap- 
pear contemptible,  is  indifpenfibJy  neceflfary  to 
ihield  the  inhabitants  from  the  fierce  efTulgeoce 
of  the  meridian  fun,  and  confeqnently  muft  af* 
ford  them  a  greater  degree  of  pleafure,  than 
tiiey  could  poffibly  receive  from  any  arcbite£tural 
profpeft. 

The  length  of  the  city,  from  north  to  foutb* 
mny  be  eftimated  at  about  three  thoufand  five 
hundred  yards.  This,  however,  greatly,  exceeds 
the  dimenfions  from  eaft  to  weft.  The  princi- 
pal ftreet  runs  in  a  parallel  line  with  the  Cba« 
lige*.  The  houfes  are,  in  genera),  fubftantial 
and  commodious,  built  of  ftone,  two  or  three 
ftories  high,  with  fiat  roofs  and  latticed  winr 
dows ;  the  ground  floor,  being  ufually  appropri- 
ated to  the  purpofe  of  a  (hop,  has  no  windows 
towards  the  ftreet. 

The  habitations  of  the  rich  are  chiefly  erected 
near  a  pool,  called  Birket  el  Fil,  that  receives 
the  waters  of  the  Nile  from  another  part  of  the 
city ;  but  the  houfes  of  European  refidents  are 

*  The  Chalig;e,  \vhich  pierces  the  city  from  north  tA 
fouth,  is  a  public  receptacle  for  all  kind  of  nuifances. 
Previous  to  the  rife  of  the  Nile,  it  is  cleaned,  and  be- 
comes  a  ftreet;  but,  when  filled  by  the  increafe  of  the 
river,  it  arfumct  the  appearance  of  a  canal|  and  it  covered 
with  boats. 
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I  all  (ituated  OD  the  Cbalig«,  and  are  confcqnently 
rendered  extremely  difagrecable  by  the  noxious 
efliuvinm,  that  is  commonly  I'uppoied  to  operate 
in  producing  the  peftilcnce. 

The  palace  of  a  bey  conlifls  of  a  fquare  court, 
fumifhed  with  apartments  for  his  Mamelukes ', 
a  harem  for  the  women,  and  rooms  for  himfelf; 
one  of  which,  viz.  that  where  he  ufually  (its  in 
fumnier,  is  rendered  very  pleafant  by  a  curious 
contrivance  in  the  roof,  by  which  a  copious  fup- 
pl>  ^»f  freih  air  may  be  obtained  at  pleafurc. 
Tbc  apartments  of  the  men  are  fitted  up  with 
equal  neatnefs  and  iimplicity,  but  thofe  of  the 
females  are  embelli(hed  with  the  moft  coQly  and 
ipiendid  ornaments. 

For  the  reception  of  wholefale  goods,  there  are 
fpacious,  clean,  and  commodious  wareboufes; 
and  retail  dealers  are  accommodated  with  ex- 
tenHve  buildings,  for  their  various  commodities^ 
in  every  part  of  the  city.  Each  trade,  however* 
h.is  its  particular  and  allotted  diviiion.     "* 

Convenient  markets  are    alfo  ellablKhed  in' 
every  quarter,  and  coffee- houfes  are  equally  nu- 
merous, where  the  inhabitaats  generally  devote 
the  greated  part  of  the  day  to  fmoking  and  con- 
verfation.  ii  f . 

Of  the  mofques,  which  are  computed  at  more 
than  three  hundred,  that  called  Jamma  el  Az« 
her^,  is  the  moft  magnificent,  being  ornamented 
with  marble  pillars  and  Perfian  carpets.  A 
number  of  perfons,  difiingui(hed  for  their  know- 
ledge of  literal  Arabic,  and  a  profound  ikill  in 


*  The  Jama  el  Azher  is  ^  charitable  eftablifhrnent* 
from  which  fome  thoufands  of  indigent  cccleiiaftict  are 
fupplied  with  bxoth  and  other  articles. 
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theologj,  tfe  fupported  by  itf  rewtnut,  under  ft 
ihecb,  who  is  an  ecclefiaftic  of  the  higheft  order. 
It  it  enriched  with  a  large  coUcdion  of  nana- 
fcriptSj  and  tenures  are  read  on  various  fabjeds* 
that  are  c&Wcd /citH/i/c,  at  Cairo,  though  in  rea- 
lity they  are  the  very  reverfe  of  that  appellation. 
The  other  mofques,  that  are  rooft  celebrated,  are 
that  of  Ghouri  el  Haflfanein,  and  that  of  Mo* 
liammed  Bey  Abudhahab.  The  latter  is  con- 
•Rru€ttd  of  the  richeft  materials,  and  is  accounted 
a  chef  d'oeavre  of  eaftern  magnificence. 

The  mint,  which  is  the  only  one  for  Egypt,  it 
within  the  walls  of  the  caftle,  built  bv  the  cele- 
brated Yuflfuf  Abu  Moddafar  Ibu  Ainb,  who,  ia 
the  lixth  century  of  Mahommedifm,  bore  the  bo* 
norary  title  of  Salaheddin.  Previous  to  the  inven- 
tion of  artillery,  it  was  efteemed  of  great  flrength, 
though  now  entirely  incapable  of  defence.  The 
building,  including  the  quarters  of  the  Ja- 
nizaries, and  thofe  of  the  AiTabs,  who  are  now 
extind,  occupies  a  confiderable  fpace.  It  is» 
however,  extremely  irregular,  and  the  apart- 
ments of  the  paiha  are  equally  deilitute  of  eIo-> 
gaoee  and  convenience.  The  well  is  of  a  great 
depth,  and  mud  certainly  have  cod  a  profufioa 
of  toil  in  its  formation,  as  it  is  hewn  through  a 
folid  rock.  The  remains  of  Salah  Eddin's  pa- 
lace are  well  deferving  of  the  travelhr's  admi- 
ration, whofe  curiofity  may  be  pleafantly  grati- 
fied with  an  examination  of  a  long  apartment^ 
that  commands  a  capital  view  of  the  city,  the 
Nile,  and  the  adjacent  country  ^  feveral  mag- 
nificent columns,  that  fiill  refift  the  dedroy- 
ing  power  of  time ;  and  a  chamber,  appro- 
priated to  the  fabrication  of  an  embroidered 
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cloth,  annually  de? oted  to  the  ufe  of  the  Kaba« 
by  the  munificence  of  the  Porte. 

In  the  vicinity  of  this  caftle  is  a  roofque,  of 
good  architedure,  that  contains  the  tomb  of  the 
Imam  Shafei,  whither  the  women  crowd  on  tha 
Mahometan  fabbath,  to  procure  fubftitutes,  who 
may  vifit  the  fepulchrrs  of  their  deceafed  rela<- 
tivefi,  while  their  own  time  is  more  agreeabljf 
employed  with  the  young  gallants  of  the  city. 

To  the  nortb-eaK  of  the  city  are  fome  large 
houfes  and  (gardens,  the  property  of  the  higher 
claftt,  who  OL'cafionally  divert  themfelves  in  thefo 
retreats,  which  afe  confiderably  enlivened  by  an 
open  fpace,  where  the  Mamelukes  exercife  their 
horfes,  and  perform  their  military  evolutions. 
To  the  eaft  is  obfervable  s.  continued  feries  of 
t  imbs,  that  (lands  beneath  a  naked  mountain^ 
of  white  fand  and  calcareous  done. 

The  city  is  likewife  furniHied  with  feveral 
open  fpaces,  among  which  is  the  Romeili,  wher*  - 
feats  of  juggling  are  ufually  performed,  by  per- 
fons  who  pretend  to  numerous  kinds  of  magic. 
The  walls  are  entirely  fallen  to  decay,  but  the 
gates  are  numerous,  and  two  of  them  in  pnrtir 
cular  prefent  a  (Iranger  with  a  rich  difplay  o( 
Saracenic  architedure. 

The  population  of  Cairo^  including  Arabs, 
Coptic  Chriftians,  Mamelukes,  Greeks,  Syrians* 
and  Armenians,  with  a  few  Jews,  and  relidenta 
from  various  nations,  may  be  etlimated  at  three 
hundred  thou  fand  fouls.  Mr.  Browne  fuppofes 
that  Egypt  may  contain  two  millions  and  a  half^ 
though,  from  a  flight  examination  of  an  Egyp- 
tian town  or  city,  a  ft  ranker  would  be  led  to 
doubt  this  aifertion.  It  is,  however,  merely  ne- 
ceflary  to  remark^  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
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^fop!«  find  their  onJv  fafety  from  an  oppreflive 
government,  in  the  dcrpeft  obfcurity,  and  con- 
irqucntly  fuboiit  to  every  inconvenience  with 
cheerfulnefs  Dither  thdn  acknowledge  them* 
felvfs  the  innoates  of  any  vifible  dwelling. 

The  Arabs,  or  lower  clafs  of  Mahometans, 
form  the  body  of  the  people,  and  pride  them- 
felves  greatly  upon  their  origin.  The  Copts, 
or  ancient  inhabitants,  have  a  pecaliarity  of 
feature  common  to  all  of  them,  and  highly 
hitereding  to  an  obfervant  fpedator.  Their 
hair  is  dark,  and  frequently  curled  ;  their  com- 
plexion is  a  duiky  brown  j  their  nofes  aquiline, 
their  eyes  black,  and  the  form  of  their  vifage 
approximating  to  that  which  is  feen  in  the  an- 
cient, (latues,  mummies,  and  paintings.  Their 
religion  is  a  compound  of  the  Monothelite  he- 
refy,  the  molt  glaring  errors  of  the  RomiHi 
church,  and  feveral  abfurdities  of  Mahomet. 
With  the  former,  they  believe  in  the  folely  divine 
nature  of  the  Redeemer,  and  the  proceflion  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft  from  the  Father  alone  j  with  the 
Catholics,  they  embrace  tranfubCiantiation  -,  and 
with  the  brlicvers  of  the  Koran,  they  make  ufe 
of  frequent  proftrations  in  their  worfhip,  public 
individual  prayer,  private  ablutions,  &c. 

Their  language  may  now  be  confidered  as  ex- 
tin6"t,  though  the  epiftle  and  gofpel  is  ufually 
read  in  Coptic,  at  thei'  monafleries.  The  prieft, 
fays  our  author,  is  a  mere  parrot,  repeating  a 
dead  letter  in  this  part  of  the  fervice ;  the  pray- 
ers arc  read  in  Arabic.  Some  Coptic  manu- 
fcrjpts  are,  however,  found  in  the  converts,  and 
in  all  pr^jbability,  the  patriarch  would  permit 
any  cuijuus  perfon  to  examine  and  tranfcribe 
tfitm, 
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Mrlancholic  in  their  temperament,  but  Acuta 
land  induftriouf,  the  Copts  accumuiale  monty 
ritb  equal  fteadinefs  and  privacy.  They  are 
[generally  well  intruded  in  penmanibip  and  ac- 
counts, and  may,  upon  the  whole,  b«  termed  an 
'ingenious  people.  An  imprudent  uCe  of  their 
dillilled  liquor  may  be  reckoned  among  their 
failings,  and  may  probablv  ^-"ve  to  eftabliOi  the. 
charge  of  licentioufnefs, '  brought  againft 

them  by  our  traveller.  <Dg  their  faitb* 

they  are  perfed  zealots,  sir  ecclefiaftica 

are  extremely  numerous. 

The  Mamelukes,  whofe  nnnober  is  eftimated, 
by  Mr.  Browne  at  near  twelve  thoufand,  ara 
militar}'  flaves,  imported  from  Giagia,  CircafliaA 
and  Mingrclia;  befides  others,  who  are  takea 
captive  in  battle,  or  brought  to  Egypt  by  pri- 
vate merchants,  on  fpeculation.  Particular  at- 
tention is  paid  to  thefe  perfons,  who  are  care« 
fully  inftru6led  in  every  exercife  of  (Irength  or, 
agility,  and  who  ufually  repay  the  kindnefs  of 
their  mafters  with  the  warmed  gratitude  9nd 
rooft  valiant  fervices.  Thofe  who  have  a  geniua 
for  literature,  are  taught  to  read  and  write,  but 
the  majority  of  them  are  deficient  in  thofe  par- 
ticulars ;  among  whom,  our  author  remarks,  is 
Murad  Bey  himfelf. 

The  inferior  Mamelukes  conftantly  wear  th« 
military  drefs,  which  is  didinguifhed  from  that 
of  other  Mahometan  citizens,  by  a  pair  of  large 
crimfon  drawers,  of  thick  Venetian  cloth,  at- 
tached to  their  flippers  of  red  leather  >  and  a 
greenifli  cap,  of  a  peculiar  form,  fancifully 
decorated  with  a  turhan.  Their  ufual  arms 
are,  a  pair  of  piftols,  a  dagger,  aiid  a  fabre  ;  but 
when  engaged  in  battle^  they  are  furniibed  with 
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a  braee  of  large  horfe  piftols^  and  a  battle-axe  : 
they  alfo  wear  an  open  helmet,  anc  a  fuit  of 
armour,  confining  of  interwoven  links  of  ftccl, 
under  their  drefs.  Their  horfes  are  of  the  fineft 
Arabian  breeds,  and  are  frequently  bought  at 
the  rate  of  I50l.  or  2001.  ftcrling. 

As  they  are  fupplied  with  provifions  by  their 
mafiers,  they  have  no  Aipulated  pay  ;  yet,  from 
prefentg,  rewards,  and  extortions,  they  contrive 
to  raife  a  fufficient  fupply  of  money,  either  for 
avarice,  or  debauchery.  Gay  and  volatile  in 
their  difpofitions,  they  are  commonly  unprin^ 
cipled  in  their  means  of  acquiring  pleafure,  and 
are  regarded  by  the  Arabs  as  carelefs  obfervers 
of  the  injunctions  of  their  prophet.  With  re- 
fpe6k  to  their  courage,  equeftrian  fkill,  extreme 
hardihood,  and  admirable  ufe  of  the  fabre,  they 
certainly  rank  high  among  the  bed  oriental 
troops;  but  in  a  regular  battle,  conduced  by 
mancBuvres  and  rapid  movements,  they  are  com- 
pletely eclipfed  by  the  military  of  Europe. 

The  government  of  Cairo,  and  of  Egypt  in 
general,  is  in  the  hands  of  twenty-four  beys, 
each  of  whom  is  chofen  from  among  the  Ma- 
melukes, by  the  remaining  twenty-thrte,  though 
in  fa6t,  fuch  an  ele6tion  is  always  determined  by 
the  appointment  of  the  moft  powerful.  Beiides 
their  dominion  over  certain  diftrifts  of  Egypt, 
feveral  of  the  beys  receive  other  dignities  from 
the  Pone,  to  which  are  attached  revenues,  ill 
defined,  and  frequency  abufed  j  fuch  as  thofe  of 
the  governor  of  the  city,  the  accountant-gene- 
ral, the  leader  of  the  facred  caravan,  and  the; 
governor  of  Upper  Egypt. 

Each  of  the  other  beys  fills  all  the  offices  in 
his  diflrid  with  his  own  flaves,  who  arc  necef- 
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ey  are  com- 


iitnted  to  render  an  account  of  the  receipts,  whicti 
partly  Terve  to  fill  the  coffers  of  their  employeri. 
Mr.  Browne  fnppofea  that  an  opulent  bey  ma/ 
have  an  annual  revenue  of  from  30,000  to 
50,0001. ;  that  of  Murad  Bey  is  more  than  dou- 
ble. The  revenue  of  the  inferior  beys  is  com- 
puted at  15,0001.  per  annum. 

An  officer,  called  the  mulla,  who  is  annually 
appointed  from  Condantinople,  is  poiTeiTed  of 
the  chief  judicial  authority  at  Cairo,  who,  how- 
ever, feldom  ad$  but  in  cafes  of  doubt  and  difli- 
culty.  There  are  likewife  cadis  in  all  the  diC- 
trids,  whofe  revenue  arifes  from  a  tenth  of  the 
value  of  whatever  is  litigated  before  them ; 
**  their  decifions,"  fays  our  traveller,  "  arc  alwayj 
fpeedy,  but  too  often  fwayed  by  the  omnipotent 
influence  of  gold." 

The  Shech  el  Bikkeri,  having  command  over 
the  ihereefs,  is  an  officer  of  great  refpedt.  There 
are  likewife  imams,  or  prieSs,  of  the  four  fedts, 
who  have  each  the  entire  dire£tion  of  their  ad- 
herents; and  there^ are  other  exclufive  jurifdic- 
lions,  which,  however^  are  not  fufficif'ntly  im« 
portant  to  intereft  the  attention  of  our  readers. 

On  cafes  of  equity,  each  bey  fits  in  judgment^ 
when,  notwithilanding  their  ufual  impetuofity, 
they  difplay  a  confiderable  degree  of  acutenefs 
and  knowledge  of  charaders.  From  the  cafhefs, 
or  lieutenants  over  the  towns  and  villages,  who 
are  commonly  noticed  for  their  ignorance,  an 
appeal  lies  to  the  bey,  who  determines  the  caufe» 
and  uCually  employs  a  Copt  to  adjuft  their  ac- 
counts of  the  revenues. 

Among  the  confiderable  fcurces  of  revenue 
that  appertain  to  Egypt  are,  the  zechat,  or  tenth 
of  merchandife  imported  into  the. country  -,  the 
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chtrage,  or  impoft«  on  the  prodadion  of  lands  ;| 
and  the  jizie,  or  capitation  tax,  exafted  from 
the  unbelievers,  as  a  falvage  for  their  perfonsj 
which,  according  to  the  precepts  of  Mahomet  J 
the  MuflTulmen  are  not  otherwife  bound  to  fpare. 

The  chief  local  tribute  is  a  tax.  upon  landJ 
of  from  Hx  (hillings  to  iix  and  eight  pence,  on 
erery  acre  through  the  country,  which  yields 
the  fum  of  420,0001. ;  yet  fuch  is  the  rapacity 
Y>f  the  beys,  that  they  will  frequently  infift  on 
receiving  fifteen  or  eighteen  fbillings  per  acre  J 
which  at  once  raifes  this  branch  of  the  revenue  I 
to  more  than  a  million  and  a  quarter. 

Owing  to  the  rebellious  difpoiition  of  the  I 
Copts  in  Upper  Egypt,  an  exemption,  in  favour  { 
«f  Coptic  officers  and  ecclefiaflics  j  and  the  taX' 
atior  of  the  Greeks  and  Armenians  in  other  | 
places,  the  jizie  is  much  lefs  confiderable  in 
Egypt  than  might  be  fuppofed.    The  remaining 
part  of  the  revenue  is  made  up  of  forfeitures,  I 
fmall  impofts,  tolls  on  pafling  the  Nile,  and  fe- 
deral parts  of  the  interior;    and  a  continued 
plunder  of  all  ranks  and  denominations.     Pub- 
iic  baths,  and  places  appointed  for  the  fale  of 
brandy,  pay  fomethiog  to  the  government,  and 
the  article  of  fait  bears  a  low  impofl  on  en- 
tering Cairo  or  Aliii^t. 

♦  Thefe  articles  form  colleftively  the  miii,  or 
public  revenue,  of  which  60|000l.  fliould  be  an- 
nually fent  to  Coni^antinople,  but  is  nfually  kept 
by  the  beys  for  the  nominal  reparation  of  mofques 
•nd  other  public  buildings. 

The  paina,  whofe  ppwcr  has  been  nearly  an* 

^tiihilat^d  by  the  intrigues  and  ambition  of  the 

beys,  receives,  for  his  whole  expences,  the  fum 

of  2501.  per  day.    Hit  efisbliihiaent^  however, 
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lis  (o  largei  that  this  is  not  acoonnted  a  rich  pa- 
lihalik. 

Murad  Bey  regularly  draws  five  hundred  half 
troahb^bs  daily  from  the  mint,  for  his  pocket  ex- 
[pences,  and  his  wife  isaccuftomed  to  receive  the 
I  fame;  which,  at  the  rate  of  five  (hillings  the  mah- 
b&b,  amounts  to  125l.  fierling,  which  is  but  aa 
inconfiderable  part  of  his  difburfements. 

A  chief  part  of  the  lands  in  Egypt  may  be 
confidered  as  divided  between  the  government 
and  the  religious  bodies,  who  perform  the  fer> 
vice  of  the  roofques,  and  who  have  received  their 
pofleflions  either  from  the  munificence  of  princes 
or  the  determination  of  individuals,  who  were 
anxious  for  the  benefit  of  their  pofierity. 

As  the  government  claims  a  right  to  inherit- 
ance, and  the  fines  paid  on  readmiflion  are  lite- 
rally ruinous,  perfons  who  have  landed  property 
frequently  make  an  appropriation  to  a  mofque, 
when  the  lands  become  part  of  the  wakf  *  of 
that  efiablifiiment,  and  the  claim  of  government 
is  fuperfeded.  The  appropriator,  at  the  fame 
time,  takes  fuch  precaution,  that  bis  next  heirs, 
or  truiieeson  th^ir  behalf,  ihall  regularly  receive 
the  rents,  while  any  lineal  defcendant  of  the  fa-* 
mily  ihall  exifi,  by  paying  a  fmall  proportion  o£ 
their  income  to  the  ecclefiafiic  adminifirators. 

A  tenant  of  land  feldom  holds  more  than  he 
and  his  family  can  properly  cultivate ;  he  is» 
however,  by  no  n:;eans  attached  to  the  foil  upon 
principles  of  villanage,  but  is  always  at  liberty 
to  remove  to  any  other  farm  that  may  appear 

*  Wjikf  Ua  term  that  fignifies  the  appropriation  of  pro- 
perty in  fuch  a  way,  that  the  prcprieto.^  >^i?ht  fhali  con- 
tinue, but  the  pro&t  ihall  belong  to  Come  charitable  elb- 
kiifhmcnt. 
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better  fuited  for  his  purpofe.  SoraetioMi,  how* 
ever,  families  are  conoeded  with  a  particular! 
fpot  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time.  Mr.  I 
Browne  affirms,  that  he  has  met  with  perfons  of 
this  defcriptlon  in  the  vicinity  of  Almit,  whofe 
anceftors,  of  theififth  remove,  had  refided  in  the 
fame  habitation.  "  1  ufed,"  faid  one  of  them 
(a-very  old  man)  '"  to  fmoke  tobacco,  but  it  coU 
me  nearly  a  para*  a  day,  and  times  are  now 
growing  lo  bad,  that  I  am  contented  with  a  dry 
reed,  till  the  mailer  free  me  from  theie  embar-{ 
ralTments. 

The  city  of  Cairo  is  furniflied  with  a  number  I 
of  large  and  fumptuous  refervoirs,  in  different  | 
parts,  where  water  is  given  to  travellers.  Ele- 
gant and  convenient  baths  are  alfo  extremely  I 
numerous,  where  the  attendants  are  dexterous,  | 
and  the  charges  very  reafonable. 

With  refpedto  the  majeftic  river  of  the  Nile, 
from  which  the  houfes  are  fupplied  with  water, 
and  the  adjacent  lands  are  fertilized,  its  grcateit 
breadth  may  be  computed  at  two  thouland  feet ; 
its  motion  is  extremely  flow,  and  its  water  al* 
ways  fo  muddv,  that  the  natives  of  Cairo  are 
obliged  to  put  it  into  jars,  previoufly  rubbed  on 
the  infide  with  a  compofltion  of  bitter  alr^onds, 
before  they  can  make  ufe  of  it.  Ite  rife  feenfis 
much  the  fame  as  in  the  moft  ancient  times,  viz. 
twenty-four  feet  in  perpendicular  height.  The 
aoedtum  ipcreafe  is  about  four  inches  a  day,  and 
.^Iways  cont'ioues  from  the  end  of  June  till  the 
OMtnoing  of  September,  when  it  gradually  fub- 
Mci  till  the  following  (aifiioc.    It  abouoda  with 

*  A  ptrt  U  t  fmttU  copper  Mia,  waflxd  with  filvcr,  aotl 
worth  about  a  haifptoay. 

a  great 
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great  variety  of  fifli,  the  beft  of  which  if 
:aUed  the  bulti,  fomethin^  refembling  the  white 
[rout,  but  frequently  attaining  fnch  a  iize  as  to 
nreigh  fifty  pounds.  Bxclufive  of  large  and  ex* 
:ellent  eels:  none  of  the  fi(h  have  an  exa€t  re- 
femblance  to  thofe  of  Europe. 

Among  feveral  kinds  of  water  fowl  that  fre- 
quent this  river,  may  be  noticed  a  largt  fowl, 
;alled  the  Turkey  goofe,  whofe  flefli  forms  an 
igreeable  and  falubrious  article  of  food.  The 
:rocG<iiIe8  are  apparently  reduced  in  number, 
md  feem  to  be  chiefly  confined  to  the  diflrift 
I  hove  Affiut,  where  bathers  are  fometimes  at- 
Itacked  and  cruelly  mutilated  by  thofe  unwieldy 
animals.  The  other  flriking  and  ancient  fea- 
tures of  the  Nile  are,  the  rafts  of  belafl^s,  or 
large  jars,  that  are  ufed  for  carrying  water; 
Ifmall  rafts  of  gourds,  on  which  an  individual 
conduds  himfelf  with  a  ludicrous  dignity  acrofs 
the  lUeam ;  and  divers,  who,  by  concealing  their 
heads  in  pumpkins,  approach  the  unfufpefting 
water-fowl,  and  feize  them  by  their  legs.  Re- 
fpeding  the  hippopotamus,  which  is  laid  to 
abound  in  Nubia,  Mr.  Browne  never  faw  or 
heard  of  ai\y  in  Egypt. 

From  Cairo  to  Afifiian,  a  diftance  of  near  three 
hundred  and  fixty  miles,  the  banks  of  the  river, 
fxclufive  of  occaHonal  rocks,  refemble  a  fuccef- 
fion  of  fieps,  and  are  clothed  with  all  forts  of 
efculent  vegetables,,  among  which  that  ufeful 
plant,  the  bamea,  is  predominant.  It  ufually 
grows  to  the  height  of  three  feet ;  its  leaves  are 
fimilar  to  thofe  of  a  currant  buili,  and  it  pro- 
duces oblong  aculeated  pods^  that  lend  an  agree- 
able* flavonr  to  the  repaft. 
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Of  the  Saracenic  ilrafture  on  the  iiland  Ron-I 
da,  which  has  been  repeatedly  defcribed  by  Eu- 
ropeans, as  containing  the  mokkias,  or  Nilome- 
ter,  our  author  obferves,  that  its  graduation  ii| 
confined  and  imperfed,  and  fhould  never  be  de* 
pended  on ;  and  during  the  Nile*^  increafe,  thej 
criers  are  fuborned  to  make  fuch  a  report  as  is 
agreeable  to  the  will  of  government ;  wherefore, 
thofe  who  wiih  to  inform  themfelves  corredly 
as  to  the  increafe  of  the  river,  (hould  make  their 
obfervation  on  fome  fmooth  furface,  thatiswalh-l 
ed  by  the  Nile,  and  perpendicular  to  its  plane. 
,  Previous  to  the  difcovery  of  a  paiTage  to  India  I 
by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  commerce  of 
Cairo  was  very  extenlive,  but  iince  that  period| 
it  has  gradually  declined,  and  is  at  prefent  re- 
ilrifted  to  the  following  articles,  viz.  coffee  J 
odours,  drugs,  and  gums,  from  Yemen;  muflins, 
and  various  articles  of  cotton  manufa^ure  from 
Surat;  fliawls  from  Caihmir;  and  a  portion  of 
fplces  from  Ceylon.    It  may  fUU,  however,  be 
regarded  as  the  metropolis  of  the  trade  of  eaftern 
Africa,  as  Tripoli  is  of  the  wefl.    Slaves  are 
brought  from  Abyffinia  by  way  of  Jidda  and 
Mecca  5  caravans  frequently  trade  to  Sennaar, 
Dar  Fdr,  and  Fozzan,  from  whence  they  bring 
gold  dud,  ivory,  oft  rich  feathers,  gum,  drugs,  &c.; 
and  there  is  another  occafional  caravan  from 
Morocco,  that  employs  five  thoufand  camels  for  j 
the  exprefs  purpofe  of  merchandife.    Part  of| 
thefe  pafs  on  to  Mecca,  and  part  remain  to  await 
the  return  of  the  pilgrims,  while  the  merchants 
tranfad  their  own  bufinefs.     The  other  cara- 
vans are  merely  for  the  carriage  of  goods,  and 
their  camels  are  annually  fupplied  by  the  Arabs 
of  the  Defert. 

The 
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The  exports  to  Europe  have  been  already  men- 
^tioDed  under  the  defcription  of  Alexandria; 
JHedjas  in  Arabia  is  entirety  Aipplied  with  grain 
from  £gypt»  but  with  India  and  Jidda  the  trade 
lb  cbieSy  carried  on  by  money;  black  flavet, 
coiTee,  and  Indian  gbods,  are  fent  to  Conftanti- 
nople,  though  for  the  moft  part  they  are  conveyed 
thither  by  caravans.  To  Lybia  are  expoirted  rice, 
flax,  crude  leather^  and  a  fmall  proportion  of 
wheat.  « 

Owiog  to  the  extreme  facility  with  which  the 
f\2g&r-cane  is  cultivated  in  Egypt,  a  mannfadpry 
was  formerly  efiablidied  at  Cairo,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fupplyi'ng  Condantinople  with  fugar, 
but  as  a  capital  was  indifpenfibly  requiHte,  go- 
vernment made  fuch  demands  on  it,  as  fpeedily 
cruihed  the  trade.  The  fugar  was  of  a  dole 
texture,  well  reined,  and  of  a  light  white, 
though  inferior  In  ftrength  to  that  of  the  Weft 
Indies.  It  is  now,  however,  exceedingly  bad,  and 
fo  fcarce  as  to  fell  for  fourteen  pence  per  pound. 
There  is  a  confiderable  manufadure  of  linen 
cloth  made  of  the  fine  Egyptian  flax ;  a  fecond  ' 
for  fal  ammoniac,  which  is  of  an  excellent  qua- 
lity; and  others  for  glafs  lamps,  faltpe^re,  gun- 
powder, and  coloured  leather^  for  home  con-  * 
lumption. 

The  curious  method  of  hatching  eggs,  witb- 
put  incubation,  is  almoft  peculiar  to  Cairo,  and 
has  b^en  frequently  defcribed  by  other  travellers. 
A  low-arched  apartment  of  clay,  with  two  rows 
of  ihelves,  forms  the  oven,  where  the  eggs  are 
placed  in  fuch  a  planner  43  to  partake  equally  of 
the  heat  without  touching  each  pther.  They 
are  flightly  moved  about  ^very  lour  boois^  dur- 
ing; the  whole  time  of  their  remaining  io  it» 
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oven,  which  never  exceeds  twenfy-two  days,  as 
the  chickens  then  free  themfelyes  frooa  the  (hells, 
;«nd  are  delivered  to  their  proper  owner,  who 
pay»  the  raafter  of  the  oven  {o  much  a  hundred 
for  his  care  and  attention.  Thofe  eggs  which 
prove  unprodudive*  are  generally  known  to  b^ 
fach  at  the  expiration  of  the  fird  eight  days,  and 
on  the  deliveiy  of  the  chickens  they  are  likewlfe 
produced  for  the  fatisfadion  of  all  parties. 

During  the  ramadan,  the  following  amqfe- 
inents  are  regularly  exhibited :  After  breakfaft, 
the  people  are  employed  in  devotion,  which  oo* 
ciipies  a  confiderable  portion  of  time  ',  the  prin- 
cipal meal  then  fummonfes  their  attention,  and 
the  tr^nfa^ion  of  bufinefs,  or  the  arrival  of  vi- 
liters,  to  p^  their  refpeds  to  the  bey,  fills  up  tbie 
interim  till  tlie  commencement  of  the  amufe- 
.znents,  when  the  gerid  and  various  other  exer- 
'  cifes  are  performed  by  day-light,  and  the  even- 
ing is  introduced  with  an  exhibition  of  wreft- 
]ing,  in  which  the  lower  iclafs  of  Egyptians 
•  ihow  a  confiderable  degree  of  vigour  and  adivity, 
hpwever  de£cient  they  may  be  in  confummate 
tkill.  Thefe  are  fucceeded  by  obale  fingers, 
whofe  plaintive  melody  has  been  the  fubje^  of 
remark  to  many  European  travellers.  Next  ad- 
vance the  ftory- tellers,  who  relate  furprifing 
fcenes  of  romantic  adventures,  with  aftoniihing 
readinefs  and  rapidity  6f  utterance.  Then'ap- 
I,pear  the  wits,  whofe  droll  and  unexpe£ked  fimi- 
lies  yield  the  higheft  entertiainment  to  their  au- 
ditors,  and  the  pleafures  of  the  evening  ar^; 
terminated  by  the  exertions  of  the  rope- dancers, 
feraia|^'fibgers,  and  women  who  play  on  fnuiical 
^  in(ii^iihent8,andexhibitintheirdance8all  thatthe 
iood  lusLurious  imaginatioD  can  poffibly  furn^fe. 
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To  tfie  fouth  of  Cairo,  Mifr  el  Atike  is  plea- 

[fantly  iituated,  and  well  inhabited.     An  exten- 

five  mofqae  has  been   there   recently   refcued 

from  oblivion,  by  the  mandate  of  Murad  Bey, 

\vifho,  being  informed  that  fome  treafores  were 

Idepoiited  under  the  edifice,  bad  recourfe  to  the 

riineire  of  pretending  to  rebuild  it.    He  did,  in 

\fi€t,  rebuild  a  part  of  the  wall,  and  while  the 

[workmen  were  employed  in  clearing  the  foun- 

dation,they  difcovered  a  fycamore  cheft,  that  was 

found  to  be  full  of  ancient  Arabic  books,  fome  of 

[them  written  on  fellumin  theKuphic  character, 

[and  very  beautiful.   In  this  edifice  about  thirty- 

£\'e  columns  flill retain  their  original  portion,  the 

reft  havb  been  reverfed,  and  fct  up  again  without 

any  regard  to  order.    The  mod  perfed  remain 

is  a  fmall  odagon  building,  in  the  centre  of  the 

mofque,  fupported  by  eight  Corinthian  pillars, 

with  (hafts  of  blue  and  white  ixiarWe.   Upwards 

of  a  hundred  columns  appear  around ;   many 

arches  ofaneliptical  form  ftill  remain,  and  ibme 

infcriptions  are  vifible  on  the  weft,  which  might 

have  been  the  place  of  the  origioal  gate,  as  it  ig 

now  of  the  modem. 

From  the  convent  of  $t.  George,  the  rutns  of 
an  ancient  city  are  clearly  feen,'  ascertained  to 
have  been  the  Babylon  of  the  Perfiansj  at  pre- 
fent,  however,  they  merely  conftitute  aj^eap  of 
tubbifti. 

Bulak  is  an  extenlive,  irregular  town,  that  has 
gradually  rifen  around  the  port.  It  is  furni fil- 
ed with  an  excellent  okal,  or  warehoufe,  chiefly 
appropriated  to  the  reception  of  goods  from 
Alexandria  j  embellifhed  with  a  variety  of  hand- 
fome  gardens  j  and  rendered  extremely  lively  by 
the  great  number  of  boats  that  crowd  the  river. 

•      Nearl| 
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Nearly  oppofite  Bulak,  in  the  middle  of  the  ri- 
ver, is  an  ifland,  where  Murad  Bey  bai  a  kind 
offummer  retrent,  and  fome  plrafant  gardeni. 
On  the  oppofite  coail  it  the  village  Erobabil, 
famed  for  ^ne  cattle  and  excellent  butter. 

In  a  more  foutherly  diredion  i#a  confiderabic 
^own,  called  Jiza,  the  walla  of  which  arf  very  ex- 
ten  five,  and  mounted  with  cannon  }  they  bavt 
fix  half  moons,  are  ten  feet  high,  and  three  feet 
thick,  and  were  originally  raifpd  lor  the  purpofp 
of  refining  any  hofiile  troops  of  cavalry. 

In  the  ioutbern  quarter  of  this  town,  19  a  pa« 
lace,  originally  bpilt  by  Ifmail  Bey,  and  fince 
complet^  and  inhabited  by  Murad  Bey.  It  is 
fupplied  with  an  abundance  of  apartments  for 
the  Mamelukes,  and  with  every  convenience 
that  can  pof^bly  be  defired*  ^ithpr  for  cafe  01^ 
luxury. 

As  lly^urad  Bey  has,  of  late  yearf>  judged  it  ex« 
pedient  to.  efiabli0i  a  marine*  he  has  purchafed 
a  few  £ur(4>ean  verbis,  and  has  caufcd  three  os 
four  to  be  built  by  the  natives.  I^x  of  thefe 
vefli^ls,  the  largeft  of  wb^flti  carries  twenty-four 
guns,  were  moored  before  Jisu,  at  the  time  of 
our  luthor's  yifit,  from  whence  they  could  not 
be  navigated  till  the  feafon  of  the  Nile's  in- 
creafe.  They  were  all  well  appointed,  and  bad 
their  full  complimeat  of  marine^,  who  were 
chiefly  Greeks  of  the  Archipelago^  under  ^bf 
command  of  a  native  of  Sagos. 

Thfe  pleafure-boats,  ufed  by  tke  gr^at  on 
the  increafe  of  the  river,  are  exceedingly  nu- 
merous. In  fornpi  they  ar^  light  and  elegant, 
and  have  ifually  ^rom  four  to  eight  rowers, 
^uch  as  are  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  ladies, 
are  covered  with  wainiaot^  but  tbofe  for  t)xt  men 
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lire  either  latticed,  or  left  open  at  the  fides; 
others  are  kept  for  hire,  in  the  manner  of  the 
gondolas  at  Venice.  They  are  nfed  indifcrimi- 
nately  upon  the  Nile,  and  in  a  conlidcrable  ca- 
nal, called  the  Chalige  ibn  Menji,  which,  from 
its  opening  near  Bolak,  extends  to  Bilbeis,  where 
it  mingles  with  another  canal,  and  flows  on  to 
the  lake  Sheib. 

In  order  to  give  his  countrymen  foroe  idea  of 
the  perfonages  who  bore  the  fway  over  the  peo- 
ple, during  his  refidence  at  Cairo,  Mr.  Browne 
has  given  the  following  concife  defcription  of 
the  moft  celebrated  l^ys,  viz.  Ibrahim  Bey, 
Murad  Bey,  Mohammed  Bey  Elfi,  Ibrahim  Bey 
el  Uali,  and  Ai<ib  Bey  el  Zogheir,  or  junior. 

The  iirft  of  thefe  is  a  tall,  thin  man,  upwards 
of  fixty  years  old;  he  is  extretnely  avaricious,  and 
has  contrived,  by  his  wealth  and  connexions,  to 
fecnre  a  large  party' in  his  intereft.  He  is  re- 
puted dexterous  in  the  management  of  the  fabre, 
but  his  charader  is  entirely  deftitute  of  enter* 
prife.  To  (Irengthen  his  intereft,  he  negociated 
a  marriage,  in  the  year  179^>  between  his 
daughter  and  another  powerful  bey,  which  was 
celebrated  with  great  pomp  at  Cairo.  An  ele« 
gant  coach,  drawn  by  two  horfes,  and  decorated 
with  wreaths  of  artificial  flowers,  proceeded 
through  the  principal  ftreets,  with  a  beautiful 
flave  from  the  harem,  who  aded  as  deputy  to 
the  bride,  whofe  features  were  rather  ordinary ; 
the  blinds  of  the  carriage  were,  however,  drawn 
up,  and  the  fair  lady  fat  *  concealed  till  the  pro- 

*  In  general,  at^airo,  the  bri<)e  walks  uVider  a  canopy, 
completely  veiled,  and  fupported  by  two  females,  to  the 
f e&dence  of  the  bridegioonu 
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ce(fion«  attended  by  a  few  beyi  with  iheir  offi- 
cers and  Mamelukea,  flopped  at  the  Iiouie  of  the 
bri<'cg*'oom«  who  received  her  in  bii  arms,  and 
ordered  an  exhibition  of  fire-works  for  the 
evening.  Prefents  of  (bawls,  cafTetans,  money, 
and  other  articles  were  then  liberally  dtfiributed 
at  the  honfes  of  the  hufband  and  the  father  j 
and  the  female  fingers  found  fufficient  employ- 
ment  in  the  city,  upon  the  joyous  occafion. 

One  of  thefe  women«  who  bad  been  fiogiog  in 
the  Birket  el  Fil,  or  chief  open  place,  not  only 
during  the  day,  but  through  part  of  the  night, 
was  mentioned  to  Ibraliinii  the  father  of  the 
bride,  as  having  colledcd  donations  to  a  confi- 
derable  amount.  He  accordingly  lent  for  her, 
Mnd  demanded  how  many  half  fequins  (he  had 
obtained  by  her  vocal  exertions.  The  woman 
readily  replied,  "  about  ten  thoufand."  "  Pay 
me  eight  thoufand  then,'*  faid  the  Bey,  "  and  I 
will  give  yon  a  note  of  credit  on  iny  fecretary.*' 
The  finger  complied  with  the  demand,  but  in- 
fiead  of  receiving  the  note,  was  cruelty  driven 
from  the  houfe,  and  (bortly  after  loft  her  life 
til  rough  extreme  forrow  and  vexation.  An 
anecdote,  well  adapted  to  mark  the  avaricious 
difpofition  of  the  beys,  whofe  fyfiematic  rapa- 
city could  not  be  lulled  by  fuch  a  feafon  of  fef- 
tivity.  Ibrahim  Bey  is  indeed  defcribed  by  our 
author,  as  rather  imitating,  in  his  condod,  the 
greedinefs  of  the  vulture,  than  the  daring  flight 
of  the  eagle:  his  Mamelukes  are  eftimated  at 
one  thouuind. 

Murad  Bey,  who,  in  the  fervice  of  Mahom- 
med  Bey  Abu-dhahab,  defeatttl  and  took  pri- 
foner  Ali  Bey  the  Great,  is  a  man  of  a  replete 
habit  of  body,  about  forty-^ve  yean  of  age,  of 
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I  an  energetic  charader,  and  equally  prodigal  and 

rapacioui.  Hit  Mamelukr>,in  1796,  amoanted 
I  to  one  thoufand  feven  hundred.    Hit  wife  it  the 

daughter  of  the  celebrated  Ali  Bejr,  and  the  vi- 
I  dow  of  liis  maiter.    She  U  much  refpeded  by  all 

her  hufband*8  cotemporaries,  and  whenever  a 
I  bey  is  appointed  over  a  government,  ihe  ledures 

him  on  his  dotiei,  and  reminds  him  of  the  ex- 
I  eel  lent  condud  of  her  father. 

Mohammed  Bey  Elfi,  whofe  name  implies  that 
Ihe  was  purchafed  for  a  thoufand  patackes,  is 
mext  in  power  to  Mcinid  Bey,  his  former  owner. 
[He  is  a  man  of  quick  apprehenfion  and  impetu- 
[ous  a^on,  about  thirty-nve  years  old ;  pofleffing 

eight  hundred  Mamelukes,  and  vifibly  increaf- 
jing  in  grandeur  and  authority. 

Ibrahim  Bey  el  Uali,  alluded  to  in  the  nuptial 
[anecdote  as  the  bridegroom,  is  a  yonng  man 

about  the  fame  age  with  Mohammed  Bey  £lfi; 

his  charader  is  firm  and  fedate ;  bis  Mamelukes 

about  fix  hundred,  and  his  interefis  infeparably 

attached  to  thofe  of  the  elder  Ibrahim,  his  father- 
I  in-law. 

Aidb  Bey  el  2aghier,  or  junior,  is  likewife  a 

)Owerful  ruler ;  litween  thirty  and  forty  years 
[of  age;  the  mc^  eminent  in  capacity  among  all 
Tthe  l>eys,  and  confulted  by  them  upon  all  occa- 

lions.  He  poflefles  bu:t  few  Mamelukes,  yet  hif 
[prudetice  and  abilities  enfure  him  refped,  and 
[thepopalace  rarely  accufe  him  of  any  extortion. 
The  women  of  Cairo  are  of  a  middling  ftature, 
land  well  formed.  The  upper  ranks  are  tolrra- 
Ibly  fair,,  which,  together  with  theh^obelity, 
lenfures  them  the  admiration  of  the  Egyptian 

gallants.     They  ufually  enter  the   connubial 

"  itcai  fotirteeti  fears  ofag*',  and  arc  accounted 
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paft  their  prime  at  twenty.    The  Coptic  women 
are  favoured  by  nature  with  a  genteel  form, dark] 
animated  eyes,  and  an  interefting  countenance. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fad,  that  the  children  of  I 
Europeans,  born  in  Egypt,  feldom  furvive  their 
fecond  or  third  year.    Mr.  Browne  it  of  opinion  | 
that  it  chiefly  refults  from  the  injudicious  fond- 
nefs  of  their  parents,  who  deftroy  their  health] 
by  an  improper  warmth  of  place  and  clothing,! 
while  the  children  of  the  natives  are  fuffered  tol 
run  about  with  fcarcely  any  covering,  and  con- 
ilantly  enjoy  a  vigorous  conftitution. 

Having  devoted  part  of  the  fummer  to  tbel 
ta(k  of  learning  the  Arabic  language,  and  being 
provided  with  an  interpreter  and  a  menial,  Mr.| 
Browne  commenced  his  journey  towards  Abyf- 
finia,  on  the  10th  of  September,  and  After  a  plea- 
fant  paifage  of  eight  days  over  the  Nile,  bel 
landed  faiely  at  the  cltv  of  Aifiiit,  which  is  at 
this  time  the  moft  conuderable  place  in  Upper | 
Egypt.    The  iituation  is  in  all  refpeds  delight- 
ful, and  the  manner  in  which  the  water  is  con- 
duced round  the  town,  is  worthy  of  obfervatioo.! 
A  canal,  dug  in  z  parallel  diredion  with  the  ri-l 
ver,  laves  the  foot  of  the  adjacent  mountains,! 
and  after  furrounding  Afiitit  and  the  neighbour- 
ing villages,  it  defcends  again  into  the  NiLej 
The  water,  however,  is  only  admitted  at  a  cer- 
tain period  of  the  increafe,  when  it  is  fuffered  tol 
overBuw  the  lands,  and  the  city  communicateil 
with  the  river  by  an  artificial  road,  that  is  raifedl 
above  the  common  level,  and  leads  to  the  point] 
where  ibe  boats  are  laden  and  difcharged. 

With  refped  to  thofe  vefTels  commonly  appro- 
priated to  the  ufe  of  paffengers,  between  Cairoj 
aud  Affiut,  our  author  obCbrves  that,  esLclufive 
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of  tbe  motlex  conr^pany  by  which  they  are  filled, 
they  yield  the  moft  pleafurable  mode  of  travel  - 
ling  that  caa  poflibly  be  imagined,  as  they  are 
furniihed  with  a  (imple  awning  of  branches,  as  a 
prote£lion  againft  the  imnnediate  action  of  the 
fan,  and  the  mariners  chaant  refpontive  to  the 
motion  of  their  cars,  while  the  calm  and  majef- 
tic  Nile  elides  (lowly  forward,  and  the  banks  on 
either  fiae  are  crowned  with  the  luxuriant  pro- 
dace  of  the  hulbandman*8  toil.  The  funround- 
ing  fcenery,  adds  our  traveller,  is  in  every  fenfe 
alluring,  and  the  velfel  offers  an  apt  emblem  of 
fmiling  fortune  in  her  moft  profperous  career. 

The  internal  government  of  Affiiit  confifis  of 
the  cadi,  aflified  by  other  civil  officers,  and  five 
cafliefs,  who  conftantly  refide  there;  it  is  the 
feat  of  a  Coptic  biOiop,  though  the  majority  of 
the  inhabitants  are  Mahometans.  Its  chief  fup- 
port  is  derived  from  the  Soudan  caravans.  Large 
quantities  of  wheat  and  fine  flax  are  cultivated 
in  the  neighbourhood,  which  are  fent  to  Lower 
Egypt,  in  exchange  for  fait,  and  other  articles. 
Indian  goods  are  imported  from  Mecca,  by  way 
of  Coffir ;  but  the  European  articles  of  broad 
cloth,  tin,  &c.  are  feldom  feen.  In  the  moun^ 
t»in  above  the  city  are  feveral  fpacious  caverns, 
curiouily  adorned  with  hieroglyphics  and  other 
emblematic  figures.  In  one  of  the  caverns, 
which  feem  to  have  been  fepulchral,  as  they 
contain  fragments  of  jars,  that  formerly  held  the 
ibis,  dogs,  cats,  and  other  animals,  which  were 
either  regarded  as  facred,  or  (lain  to  attend  their 
owners  to  the  filent  manfions  of  the  dead  ;  three 
chambers  are  hewn  in  the  rock,  which  is  of  free 
l^one,  one  fizty  feet  by  thirty,  another  fixty  by 
twenty-fix ;  and  a  third  (weaty-fix  by  twenty- 
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five.  Further  up  the  mountain  there  are  CAvenu 
fiill  more  extenfive  than  theie. 

Female  chaftity  is  Co  feverely  goirded  in  thii 
country,  that  immediate  death  enfaes  upon  its 
violation;  and  the  father,  brother,  or  huiband, 
who,  from  tendemefs  of  difpofition,  might  hefi- 
tate  to  infitd  this  puniihment,  would  be  (hunnod 
by  his  acquaintance,  and  driven  from  fociety. 
The  number  of  inhabitants  in  AtMt  is  efiimat- 
ed,  by  Mr.  Browne,  at  twenty-ive  thoufand. 
Their  provilions  are  cheaper  than  thofeof  Cairo, 
and  the  fenjiak,  or  bey  of  Said,  divides  his  year 
of  office  between  Girgi  and  this  city. 

Afiiut  has  become  very  populous  within  a  few 
years,  throogh  the  excellent  government  of  So- 
lyroan  Bey,  wt^o  has  alfo  adorned  it  with  many 
trees  and  other  improvements.  It  ^s  formerly 
known  to  the  Arabic  writers  by  the  name  of  | 
Haut  es  Sultan,  or  the  King's  Fifti  Pond,  though 
no'one  is  at  prefent  able  to  determine  from  what 
circumftance  fuch  an  appellation  arofe.  The 
chief  antiquities  between  this  city  and  Cairo, 
are  found  at  Shech  Abade,  which  receives  its 
name  from  the  tomb  of  a  Chrifltan  ecclefiadic ) 
and  at  Aflimunein,  in  the  former,  are  two  Co- 
•rinthian  columns,  richly  adorned,  each  bearing  a 
Greek  infcription,  and  (landing  diagonally  op- 
pofed  to  each  other. 

After  pa  (ling  about  fourteen  days  at  Affi(it, 
Mr.  Browne  procured  a  boat  of  a  moderate  fize, 
for  the  accommodation  of  himfelf  and  his  com- 
panions,  and  reimbarked  on  the  4th  of  Odoberi 
in  quell  of  new  difcoveries. 

The  enfuing  evening  was  Cpent  before  the 
villnge  of  Mehala,  that  has  been  built  within 
tweory  vearsf  by  command  of  a  certain  Ofmaa 
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Bey.  The  materials  are  indeed  rough,  and  the 
number  of  hoafcs  iDCcniiderable,  but  the  four 
Arrets*  of  which  it  confilU*  are  built  in  right 
)ine»,and  are  four  times  as  wide  as  the  generality 
I  of  ftreets  in  fuch  places. 

The  expence  of  building  is  extremely  fmall  to 
the  Tillagers  of  Upper  Egypt,  as  clay  and  un- 
I  burned  bricks  may  always  be  had  for  the  trou- 
jbleof  colle6ing,  or  forming  them  }  the  cafe  is 
exadly  fimilar  with  regard  to  thatch;  and  the 
4ate  tree,  though  of  a  perifhable  nature,  affords 
th«  requifite  timber.  The  ru  lo  builders  never 
wafte  their  time  in  the  prepai  ^  >f  uftlefs  de- 

corations, but,  in  the  conli<i  .'  o'u  towns,  as 
Gbenne,  Affiut,  Girgi,  &c.  the  houfes  arc  gene- 
ral)y  connru^ed  of  fuperior  materials,  and  arc 
fmnettmes  magnificent  in  their  appearance. 

Several  large  tdands  M'cre  remarked  by  our 
author  in  the  courfr.  of  the  Nile,  but  as  they 
were  frequently  changing  place,  on  account  of 
new  dcpofitions  of  mud,  it  was  iropoflible  to^ 
mark  them  with  accuracy.  On  the  eaftern  fide, 
between  Cairo  and  Affuan,  the  number  of  towns 
aod' villages  anaounted  to  near  one  hundred  and- 
fixty ;  and  on  the  weftern  bank,  where  there  is 
5  greater  extent  of  cultivated  lands,  two  hundred 
and  twentyeight  were  vifible,  cxclufive  of  many 
that  are  fituatcd  within  the  limits  of  the  araWe 
Und,  and  confequently  cannot  be  dilUnguifticd 
by  a  paflfenger  on  the  ftrcam. 

Having  paifed  Monfaiut,  a  city  of  confidcr- 
able  extent  and  population,  Mr.  Browne  conti- 
nued hrs  navigation  up  the  Nile  till  the  6th, 
when  he  came  within  fight  of  Kaw,  or  Gaw  ea 
Sherki,  the  Antsopolis  of  antiquity,  where  are 
fcveral  columns,  that  formerly  appertained  to  a 
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curious  temple.  Many  of  the  ftones  are  from 
eighteen  to  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  are  richly 
covered  with  emblematical  figures  and  hierogly- 
ph ics^ 

From  hence  he  proceeded  to  Achmim,  the  an- 
cient Chemmis^  or  Panopolis,  now  a  pleafant 
village  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  Nile.  Some 
fragments  of  columns  dill  remain  at  this  place* 
and  fimilar  caverns  to  thofe  of  A(&(kt  are  found 
in  the  neighbouring  mountain.  A  mummy  had 
been  recently  taken  from  the  principal  chamber, 
as  appeared  from  feveral  remains  of  prepared 
cloth  and  human  bones.  The  hieroglyphics  are 
here  painted  in  difiemperatnre,  as  is  ui'ual,  upon 
a  fmooth  furface  of  free  flone,  and  the  ceilings 
of  the  chambers  have  been  plaiftered  and  co« 
loured.  From  this  circumfiance  it  feems  pro- 
bable, that  the  ancient  Egyptians  held  a  cufiom, 
like  many  other  oriental  nations,  of  annual  vifits 
to  the  dead/and  that  thefe  rooms  were  built  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  relations  on  fu;:h  OC" 
cafions. 

The  neighbourhood  of  Achmim  produces  an 
abundance  of  fyca mores,  and  the  gardens  are 
finely  embelllAied  with  date  and  other  trees. 

Thefe  fycamores  bear  a  fmall  dry  fig,  of  a  yel- 
lowiih  colour,  adhering  to  the  trunk  of  the  tree. 

On  the  I  ith  of  Odober,  our  author  arrived  at 
Girgi,  which,  though  now  declining,  was  for- 
merly the  capital  of  Upper  Egypt.  It  has  a 
fpacious  market-place,  and  an  abundance  of 
fhops,  and  feveral  large  pieces  of  granite  were 
difcovered,  about  three  feet  thick,  and  nearly 
two  yardn  in  diameter,  with  a  perforation  of 
twelve  inches  fquare  in  the  centre.    T^ey  were 
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Ibppofed  hy  Mr.  Browne  to  be  antique  tniU- 
Aoncf^ 

Paflinga  popttlooi  towndenoiDtiiated  Faribi6t» 
and  noted  for  the  abode  of  many  Cbriflians,  ou^ 
trarell«r  reached  Deodera,  the  ancient  Tentyra^ 
oa  the  lytb,  when  he  was  agreeably  entertained 
with  the  fight  of  the  noted  temple,  which  it 
accounted  the  moft  perfect  remain  of  ligyptian 
architcdare.  Iti  form  is  an  oblong  fqnare,  two 
hundred  feet  by  one  hundred  and  fifty.  A  flight 
of  Oeps  in  the  middle  of  the  wall  leads  to  a  dark 
gallery,  that  paiTea  through  all  the  fides.  Many 
of  the  <;olQmns  retain  their  original  pofition,  and 
the  painted  hieroglyphics,  in  the  pronaos  and 
the  gallery,  are  in  excellent  prefervation.  /\. 
caflittf,  fuppofing  that  treafures  were  concealed 
under  this  mouldering  edifice,  was  employed  at 
the  time  of  our  European  s  vtfit>  in  blowing  up 
the  walls. 

Continuing  his  oaTigation  on  the  Nile,  by 
moonlight,  which  rendered  his  paiTage  eitreme- 
Jy  delightful,  Mr.  Browne  arrived  the  fame 
night  at  Ghenne,  the  ancient  Coenopolis,  and 
from  thence  proceeded,  on  the  19th,  to  Kepht,  or 
Coptis,  where  the  ruins  of  its  ancient  build'fngs 
may  fill  a  circumference  of  Vifo  miles.  Several 
fmall  granite  columns  are  fcattercd  orer  the 
ground,  and  part  of  a  bridge  is  vifible  at  a  fmall 
diOance,  but  it  is  impoiiible  to  afcertain  the  era 
of  its  ere^ion,  nor  is  there  any  thing  fufficicntly 
ilriking  i-n  its  formation,  tointereft  the  curiofity 
of  a  fpe6tator.  \  i 

Quitting  Kepht,  our  author  proceeded,  on  the 
following  day,  to  the  town  of  Kous,the  Apolli- 
nopolis  Parva :  it  is  iitnated  about  a  mile  from 
the  eaftero  bank  of  the  Nile,  and  is  tolerably 
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populous,  Towards  the  north -eaft,  Mr.  Browntf 
obferved  an  ancient  gate,  embelU(hed  with  a  deep 
cornice  and  feveral  emblematic  figunet. 

On  the  21  ft  he  ▼ifited  Nakade,  where  he  found 
a  Catholic  convent ;  and  the  next  daj  arrived 
at  Akfor^  the  ancient  Thebes,  where  he  oa- 
derfteod»  the  inhabitants  had  recently  rebelled 
againft  the  authority  of  the  Mamelukes*  and  that 
the  Troglodytes  of  the  caverns,  in  the  thebaic 
dillria,  ftill  remained  tumultuous,  and  frequenaf 
airauited  the  troops  of  the  beys,  by  firing  upon 
..^ftm  from  their  recelTes,  and  when  purfued,  they 
*'  juld  elude  the  vengeance  of  their  enemies^  bgr 
«  precipitate  flight  to  the  mountains. 

The  mafly  and  magnificent  ruins  of  ancient 
Thebes,  the  Egyptian  capital,  the  city  of  Jove, 
the  city  with  a  hundred  gates,  diffufed  on  both 
fides  of  the  Nile,  are  fufficient  to  fill  the  breaft  of 
every  intelligent  fpedtator  with  awe  and  admira* 
tion,  while  Homer's  animated  defcription  rolhes 
into  the  memory ;  **  Egyptian  Thebes,  in  whofe 
palaces  vaft  wealth  is  fiored ;  from  each  ti  whofe 
hundred  gates,  iflfue  two  hundred  warriors,  with 
their  horfes  and  chariots." 

Thefe  venerable  ruins,  which  are  probably  the 
moft  ancient  in  the  univerfe,  extend  for  about 
nine  miles  along  the  Nile,  their  breadth  eafi- 
ward  and  weftward,  towards  the  mountains,  is 
equivalent  to  feven  miles  and  a  half,  and  the  ri- 
ver is  about  nine  hundred  feet  broad;  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  ancient  city  may  be,  therefore, 
computed  at  twenty>feven  miles. 

In  failing  up  the  Nile,  the  firft  village  within 
the  precin^s  that  ftrikes  the  eye  of  the  paflenger, 
is  Kourna,  on  the  wed,  where  the  natives  chief- 
ly refid^  in  caverqs.    Next  is  the  village  Abu- 
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badjatlj,  and  a  Iraall  diftri^,.  denominated  Kar- 
jiakr  boih  on  the  eaflern  lidr ;  and  towards  the 
i4>oih-wcft»  Medksist'^^  in>y  be  confidered  a» 
ll)|i  kHHifld^ry  of  the  ruins. 

The  nioil  confiderabk  remaim  arc  (ititated  oq 
tbe  eaiiera  bauk  6(  the  Nile,  and  are  thus  briefly 
defcrtbed  by  our  author: 
wThe  great  temple  if  an  oblong/  liE)oare  build- 
ings of  gneat  extent,  with  a  .tx>looiiade  at  each 
CHtceraity :  it  flatida  in  the  diftrid:df  Karnak, 
and  ito  (tones  and  waily  colortinsare  entirely  co- 
ve.'cdjwUh  hierpgiypbics.  Tbe  temple  of  Abu 
Hadj^ilj  i$  the  iMSKt  in  importance,  and  a  varie- 
ty of  lui  USX)  ppfdFs  around,  curiouily  marked  with 
irmaios  of  I'phinies  and  other  iigures. 

On  theweliern  fide  of  the  Nile  are  two  colof- 
iil  ijgures,  of  calcareoMs  done*  that  were  appar- 
cntly  deligoed  to  reprefent  a  man  and  a  woman. 
Betuains  of  a  dupendous  temple  axe  If ke wife  ob- 
ferved,  with  excavated  caverns  in  the  rock ;  and 
ihe  niagniiicent  4^di6ce,  called  the  Palace  of 
Memnon,  ift  well  deferving  the  examination  of 
the  curious.  Many  of  the  columns  are  nearly  for- 
ty feet  high,  and  upwards  of  nine  in  diameter  -, 
the  walls  and  colunius  are  decorated  with  a  va- 
riety of  hieroglyphics.  This  ruin  fiands  at 
Kourna.  ^  ,  f 

-  Behind  the  palace  is  a  paflage,  that  leads  up 
the  mountain,  to  the  fepulchral  caverns,  that 
u^re  contiruded  for  the  reception  of  the  ancient 
kings.  They  are  all  hewn  in  the  free-ftone  rock, 
and  are  apparently  formed  upon  one  general  plan, 
though  differing  in  tbe  formation  of  their  re- 
fpe£)ive  parts.  Tbe  entrance  is  by  a  paflage,  of 
considerable  length,  that  opens  into  a  chamber, 
from  \,vhich  ii  branches  out  in\two  dire^ion^; 

the 
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the  one  leading  to  the  Iarg»  chamber^  with  a 
farcophagus  of  red  granite  in  theicidft;  and  the 
otheiv  difcovering  Ceveral  painted  cells  or  recefle^* 
>vhere»  among  a  varietj  of  figures  and'  hierogly* 
phics,  Mr.  Browne  particularly  noticed  the  two 
harpers,  defcribed  by  Bruce ;  the  paintings  wera 
in  general  in  good  prefervation. 

On  ^or  anthor't  landing,  with  bis  Greek  at- 
tendant, at  Kourna,  he  was  furprifed  to  fee  tio 
other  iaAiabitants  than  two  or^three  women,  who 
were  landing  at  thennouth  of  one  of  their  dens, 
and  as  he  palled  in  queft  of,  the  Shech  el  Belad* 
to  requell  a  guide,  one  of  them  afked  hfin,  in 
Arabic,  whether  he  was  not  afraid  of  crocodiles : 
he  replied  in  the  negative  $  when  (he  emphati-^ 
cally  faid,  "  f^e  are  crocodiles,"  and  proceeded 
to  delbribe  her  own  people,  as  a  ferocious  clati 
of  thieves  and  murderers.  They  are  indeed  a 
dangerous  people,  eiTentially  different  in  perfon 
^o  the  other  Egyptians,  and  regarded  with  hor- 
ror by  the  people  of  Cairo,  who  informed  our 
author,  that  if  be  attempted  to  land  among  them, 
be  would  require  a  guard  of  twenty  men.  This 
account,  however,  proved  to  be  exaggerated,  as 
two  guides,  afljgned  him  by  the  Shech  el  Belad, 
were  fuiBcient  to  prote^  him  from  infult  and 
moleflatibn. 

At  the  village  of  Beirat  is  a  native  fpring, 
and  forae  others  are  found  in  the  neighbout'- 
bood,  the  water  of  which  is  perfeAly.fweet, 
though  different  from  that  of  the  river. 
'  Their  favourite  weapons  are  fpears,.  of  twelve 
or  fourteen  feet  in  length,  which  are  fudden  and 
d(6adly  inflruments  in  their  hands. 

Though  fome  European  authors  are  of  opinion, 
that  Thebes  was  never  furrounded  by  a  wall, 
'■'••^    •    ■  •  '      ■'•  • *  '■' Mr. 
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Ifr.  Brown  found  fufficient  vefliffes  to  eflablifli 
a  contrary  beliefs  Jn  the  precinds  of  the  great 
temple,  at  Akfor,  is  a  fmall  chamber,  lin^  ei- 
ther with  porphyry  or  red  granite,  from  the 
Koof  of  which  may  be  feen  an  infulated  iilaff,  to- 
ward the  foutb,  that  has  apparently  been  a  gate. 
Some  other  imperfed  remains  are  vifible,  with  a 
telefcope,  under  the  fame  circumfAafnces,  in  the 
diredions  weft  and  north.  From  the  (ituation  oti 
theie  ruins,  precifely  oppoied  16  each  other,  at 
the  three,  cardinal  points,  it  feems  extremely 
probable,  that  theiie  were  three  of  the  gates  hi* 
)oogii>g  to  the  ancient  city.  \ 

After  fpending  three  days  tn  the  Ticinlty  of 
Akr6r,  Mr.  Browne  refumed  his  voyage  up  thtf 
Kile,  on  the  26th  of  O^ober,  and  on  the  foK 
lowing  day  arrived  at  Ifr.a,  the  relidence  of  the 
fugitive  beys,  who  are  extremely  poor,  and  de^ 
jested,  on  account  of  their  longexckiiion  from  the 
government.  The  town  is  tolerably  extentive, 
and  a  fimilar  temple  to  thofe  of  Thebes,  was  dif- 
<:overed  by  our  author,  who  obieryes,  that  it  was* 
in  good  prefervation,  but  inferior  in  iize  to  the 
cjLhtis.  The  inhabitants  have  a  ridiculous  fu- 
perttitvon  among  them,  concerning  crocodiles^ 
timilar  to  that  entertained  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
Tl>ey  aifert  that  theie  creatures  have  a  king, 
whole  refidence  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Ifna,  and 
who  has  ears,  but  no  tail ;  they  likewife  affirm, 
that  he  i»  perfedtly  harm>ef&,  and  ibme  of  them 
are  bold  enough  to  fay  they  have  (t^en  him. 

After  vifiting  a  village,  called  Hillal,  where 
fome  r;;Uques  of  an  ancient  tbwn  were  difcover- 
cd,  comprinng  two  fmall  dilapidated  temples,  a 
mutilated  ftatue,  and  part  of  a  thick  Mail,  of  un* 
burned  brick  j  our  author  proceeded  to  Kdfu, 

where 
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whett  he  infpeded  a  portico  and  the  ruini  of  s 
temple,  and  on  the  SOth  pailed  the  Gebel  el  Sil- 
lili,  or  Chained  Mountain,  from  which,  in  anci- 
ent timet,  a  chain  was  pefled  acrofs  the  Nile. 
The  rock,  which  if  of  free  ftone,  it  embelliflied 
with  feveral  fculptures. 

Prom  hence  Mr.  Browne  failed  by  K6m  Om* 
h&t  literally  the  Raint  of  Ombos ;  fa w  the  tem- 
ple, defcribed  by  Norden,  and  on  the  following 
day,  arrived  at  ACCvii&n,  the  ancient  8yen£,  whero 
he  found  but  few  remains  of  antiquity,  and  thofo 
ieemed  rather  of  Roman  than  Egyptian  fabric. 
The  modern  town  it  in  a  ruinoot  nate,  and  its 
population  it  very  fmall.  Its  ciuef  fupport  arifet 
from  a  fmall  impoft  upon  dates,  pafling  from 
Ibrim  to  Cairo. 

At  a  iinall  diftance  from  AiTuSn,  are  dill  Tiii- 
hie  the  tombt  of  the  Mamelukes,  who  fled  from 
Selim,  on  hit  invafion  of  Egypt.  Nearly  oppo- 
iite,  is  an  ifle,  containing  mme  remains  of  an* 
tiqoity,  anoong  which,  a  ilatue  of  granite,  ap- 
pears, bearing  a  lituut  in  each  hand.  Many  of 
the  prefent  inhabitants  have  the  negro  forma- 
tion, hair,  and  countenance.  At  the  diftance  of 
three  hours  walk  from  Afluan,  is  the  cataract,  in 
Ar  Shelal,  or,  more  properly,  rapides,  being  only 
an  eafy  defcent  of  the  river,  among  feveral  ob- 
l^rudttng  rocks  of  granite :  the  noile  of  its  fall  is 
fcarcely  audible. 

In  the  vicinity  of  this  catarad,  Mr.  Browne 
obferved  feme  black  rocks,  but  the  diftance  pre- 
Tented  his  afcertaining  the  nature  of  their  tub; 
ftance.  It  is  well  known,  that  many  of  the  en- 
graved ftones  and  ancient  ftatues,  in  Egypt,  are 
of  bafaltes ;  but  as  no  quarries  of  this  kind  have 
been  difcovered,  either  iq  Egypt,  or  the  other 
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diftridtg  oT  Africa,  it  is  moft  probable  they  were 
drawn  tbitber  from  Abyflioia. 

After  waiting  tbree  days  at  Aflu&a,  ia  bopes 
of  purfoing  bis  route  up  the  Nile,  Mr.  Browne 
bad  tbe  mortification  to  find  tbat  a  war  bad 
broken  out  between  tbe  Maaielukes  of  Upper 
Egypt  and  tbe  Caibef  of  Ibrim,  wbich  totally 
Hopped  tbe  caravans,  and  precluded  tbe  poffibi*^ 
lity  of  his  farther  progrefs ;  he  was  therefore  ne- 
oeflitated  to  abandon  bis  favourite  hope,  of  vi- 
fiting  Abyflfinia  by  this  route,  and  to  think  of 
returning.  He  accordingly  quitted  AiTuan  on 
ibe  4th  of  November,  and  paOing  rapidly  down 
tbe  river,  he  arrived  in  three  days  at  Ghenne. 

On  his  return  to  this  place,  he  refolved  to  gra* 
tify  his  curiofity,  by  an  excurfion  to  Coliir,  not- 
withftanding  the  Bedouins  infeftcd  tbe  road,  and 
his  undertaking  was  rendered  extremely  danger- 
ous, by  a  violent  quarrel,  tbat  had  recently  taken 
place  between  tbe  natives  of  ColTir  and  the  ma- 
riners of  an  EngliOi  vcfleUthe  latter  of  whom 
had  ralhly  fired  on  the  town,  and  killed  feveral 
individuals. 

Having  agreed  with  an  Arab,  for  tbree  dro- 
medaries and  an  attendant,  he  accordingly  left 
Ghenne,  early  in  the  rooming,  on  tbe  btb  of 
November,  and  arrived,  by  the  tnoCx  northern 
route,  at  the  place  of  deftination,  on  the  llth, 
about  fun  rife.  The  principal  inhabitants  com- 
plimented him  on  bis  arrival  ^  but  all  feemed  to 
examine  him  with  a  fufpicious  eye,  which  might 
probably  refult  from  bis  inability  to  couverfe 
duently  in  Arabic.  An  old  llieriff  in  particu- 
lar, who  had  acquired  an  intuitive  dilcrimina* 
tion  of  charadter,  by  bis  frequent  vifits  to  Mec- 
ca, Conftantinople,  Bagdad,  and  other  parts  of 
3  i  the 
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the  Tutkifli  empire,  perplexed  him  with  •  ra- 
riety  of  queflionit,  and  would  indiTputably  have 
'difcovered  him,  had  not  his  fervant  luckily  joia« 
ed  the  converfation,  and  waved  the  fubje^. 

The  drtfn  and  language  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Co(Itr  feem  to  approximate  to  thofe  of  the  eaft- 
em  (bore  of  the  Arabian  Gulf,  rather  than  to 
thofe  of,  the  Egyptians.  They  are  armed  with  a 
lance,  and  a  long,  crooked  knife,  called  tbejem- 
bia.  Their  number  is  very  fmall,  though  great- 
ly augmented  by  Grangers,  who  are  continually 
palling  and  repaying  through  their  town.  They 
are  provided  with  excellent  fi(h,  l-ut,  otberwife, 
provilions  are  very  fcarce,  as  there  is  no  cultiva- 
ble land  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  even  their  Imt- 
ter  is  brought  from  Arabia,  and  the  only  good 
water,  that  can  be  procured,  is  purchafed  of  the 
Bedouins,  who  bring  it  from  Terfowi,  which  if 
at  the  diltance  of  three  hours. 

The  commerce  in  coflTee  is  coniiderable :  pep-l 
per  and  other  fpices  are  broiight  there,  ftee  of 
duty,  and  a  few  Aby(finian  (laves  are  landed 
there,   in    their  paifage  from  Jidda  to  CairoJ 
The  houfes  are  commonly  built  of  clay,  and  thel 
town  is  altogether  uninterefting  to  a  tra\*eller,| 
as  it  does  not  exhibit  a  fingle  remain  of  anti- 
quity. 

On  the  1 3  th  of  November,  Mr.  Browne  quit- 
ted Coffir,  about  half  pad  feven  in  the  morning,! 
and  proceeded  along  the  flraight  road,  to  the  vil-l 
lage  of  Bir  Ambar,  where  he  obtained  (bme  re'l 
pole,  ih  the  houfe  of  a  civil  peafant,  and  tbenl 
continued  his  journey  toGhenne,  which  he  fafe*! 
\y  reached  in  about  three  hours. 

During  his  return,  our  author  remarked,  thatl 
■  the  road,  which  was  almcll  lev^l  throughout, 
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lid  been  cut  out  with  immenfe  Uboar,  in  rough 
md  lofty  rocks  of  porphyry,  that  ftill  environed 

lit  on  eich  fide,  and  exhibited  a  grand  and  terrt- 
ic  appearance.    In  the  route  he  took  in  going, 

Fhe  obfenred  a  fncceflSon  of  fmall  ftrudnres,  whicli, 
Trom  their  formation  and  the  marks  of  fire  with- 
in them,  ieemed  to  have  been  originally  ufed  as 
ignaii.    A  cbai n  of  rocks,  con  fi  filng  of  red  gra- 

Inite,  feemed  to  extend  itfelf  in  a  northerly  and 
footherlv  diredionj   large  rocks  of  porphyry, 
»th  red  and  green,  were  likewife  vifible  }  and 

[the  route  might  altogether  be  faid  to  unfold  a 

Itreafure  of  marbles,  that  were  fufficient  to  afto- 

[niih  the  beholder,  and  to  demonftrate  that,  if 
the  quarries  are  again  wrought,  modern  archi- 

jtedore  may  equal  that  of  the   heft  ages   of 

iGreece  or  Rome,  in  richnefs  and  durability  of 

lornament. 

The  coloquintida  is  found  in  great  abundance, 

Inear  Biranhbar  and  Ghenne,  but  its  value  is  io 
trifling  at  Cairo,  that  the  natives  fcarcely  think 

lit  worth  the  trouble  of  gathering.    At  Ghenne 

|is  a  manufactory  of  earthern  bottles  and  water 
jugs,  which  are  prettily  forihed,  of  a  fine,  bloc 

|clay,  convenient  in  fize,  and  poflefiing  the  pow- 

ler  of  filtration  in  a  peculiar  degree ;  large  jars^ 
are  alio  made  in  a  fimilar  manner,  and  are  highly 
eltimated  at  Cairo,  where  the  inhabitants  piir- 
chafe  them  with  avidity,  in  preference  to  the 

[manufadure  of  any  other  place. 

Having  procured  a  fmall  boat  for  l^is  convcy- 

lance,  and  two  dervifes,  for  companions  in  bis 
journey,  Mr.  Browne  reimbarked,  on  the  fecond 

Iday  of  bis  return,  and,  after  (lopping  at  ail  the 
principal  towns,  without  any  new  occurrence,  be 
arrived  on  the  21(1  at  the  city  of  Afliut,  where  be 
Vol.  XXIII.  G  was 
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was  afilided  with  a  fevere  fever,  in  CQaieqctnoe  j 
of  bis  expofure  to  the  iha«p  air,  in  the  road  to 
Codir,  and  on  the  Nile;  by  talving  a  poworful 
dofe  of  James's  powder,  licwetvcfj  it  was  happily 
removed,  and  on  the  30(h  he  had  regained  Xut*  | 
iicient  (Ireogth  to  fet  fail  for  Cairo. 

On  his  arrival  at  Benefoef,  he  landed*  fttHl  ex< 
preyed  a  wiib  to  proceed  from  thence  to  Feiaaoei 
but  finding  that  a  conveyance  could  not  be  pro- 
cured without  great  difliciilty,  be  relinquiuied  I 
the  idea,  and  refunded  bis  former  courfe,  till  the  | 
8th  of  December,  when  he  again  arrived  at 
Grand  Cairo. 

Previous  to  his  vifit  at  Ghenne,  twoGreeki,! 
who  were  going  to  feek  their  fortune,  came  to  I 
'Kous,  wlicre  fome  words  unfortunately  arofe  be- 
tween them,  and  they  were  advifed  to  repair  t)o| 
the  caftief,  as  to  a  proper  arbitrator  of  their  dif- 
pute  ;  they  accordingly  prefented  themfelves  be- 
fore this  officer,  who  was  noted  for  his  violence  | 
of  character,  and,  who  on  finding  that  their  dif- 
agreement  arofe  on  the  fubjedt  of  money,  termi- 
nated the  hopes  and  fears  of  both  parties,  by  a  | 
barbarous  order  for  their  immediate  execution. 

The  report  of  this  termination  was  confidera* 
biy  aggravated,  in   reaching  Cairo,  and  eveni 
the  perfons  of  the  vi&ims  were  changed,  as 
it  was  there  afferted,  that  our  author  was  one 
of  the  perfons,  fo  inhumanly  maiTacred,  and| 
that  the  caflief's  mailer  was  among  the  num- 
ber of  thofe  who  had  been  deceived.   The  aga,  I 
in  whofe  department  Kous  was  (ituated,  wrote 
•an  account  of  the  event,  with  a  fuitable  com-| 
ment,  and  an  offer  of  any  reafonable  reparation 
to  the  Auftrian  conful,  at  Cairo,  who  was  about | 
to  forward  it  to  the  Bcitifh  conful,  at  Alexan- 
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irit,  wkeii  Ifr.  Browne  arrived  in  time  to  con- 
tnd\(k  the  feneral  opinion.  The  marder  of 
the  two  i)l*lited  Oreehs  was  faid  Co  remain  un- 
noticed. 

Anvioni  to  vifit  Feit^m,  a  city,  diftant  about 
iiaty  miles  to  the  fouth-weft,  Mr.  Browne  quit- 
ted Cairo,  on  the  38th>  and  proceeded  to  the 
village  of  Moknan,  where  he  procured  a  recem" 
nendalory  letter  from  the  iheeh,  to  an  officer, 
who  reflded  farrhev  en  toward  the  footh,  and 
who  might  prove  ufeful  tohitn,  on  his  rotrodoc- 
tion  at  FeMmi  he  then  continued  his  joumef 
fhrongb  a  fine  grove  of  date  trees,  that  were  fer« 
ttliaed  by  means  of  i^veral  cifterns,  fupplietl 
with  water,  during  the  increafe  of  the  Nile ; 
pafifed  a>  natural  opening  in  the  chain,  that  con- 
ilitutes  the  weftern  boundary  of  Egypt;  and 
Aiortly  after  arrived  at  Tamieh,  which  is  plea- 
^ntly  interfe^^ed  by  a  canal,  and  Surrounded 
with  the  cheerful  fcenes  of  cultivation. 

This  little  town  is  celebrated  for  an  excellenc 
manofadure  of  nftats,  though  its  fituation  is  To 
infec^re,  as  frequently  to  overwhelm  the  natives 
with  the  deeped  diflrefs,  on  account  of  theif 
ilQck,  which  is  forcibly  fei'zed  by  the  wandering 
Arabs,  and  carried  aWay  without  any  poflibility 
of  redrefs.  The  night  preceding  our  traveller's 
vitir,  a  robbery  had  been  committed  to  a  confi- 
derable  ambunt,  and  mufquets  were  repeatedly 
difcharged,  to  keep  off  a  fmall  party  of  the  ban- 
ditti, who  fiill  continued  in' thl^  neighbourhood. 

Quitting  Tamieh,  our  author  palled  another 
canals  at  Senuris,  the  feat  of  an  hofpitable  fltfch 
of  the  Bedouins,  and  on  the  iftof  JiTnuary,  1793« 
he  arrived  at  Feium.       t 

This 
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Tbiscity,  which  isuawalled,  but  iolerMy  po- 
puloai.  is  fituated  oo  the  principal  canal,  leading 
from  the  Nile  to  the  lake»  and  is  farroundcd  with 
cultivated  grounds,and  a  charming  aflemblage  of 
gardens,  formerly  celebrated  for  a  profodon  of 
rofes,  propagated  by  continued  layers,'  and  pro* 
ducing  an  excellent  rofe  water,  that  was  pur- 
chafed,  with  avidity,  by  the  natives  of  various 
countries }  but  the  cultivation  is  now  evidently 
on  the  decline.  The  adjacent  fields  are  richly 
clothed  with  wheat  and  other  grain :  the> water 
Ia  excellent,  and  provifions  tolerably  plentiful. 
The  city  contains  feveral  mofques  and  okals,  or 
public  warehoofes ;  the  houfes  are  partly  built 
of  unburned  brick  and  partly  of  Aone,  the  in- 
habitants are  chiefly  Mahometans,  and  the  go^ 
vernment  is  vefted  in  a  calhef. 

At  a  fmall  diftance,  towards  the  north,  are  the 
ruins  of  an  ancient  town,  called  Medinet  Paris, 
or  City  of  the  Perfians,  by  the  Arabs.  Some  bro* 
ken  ftatues  and  bulls  were  here  offered  to  fale, 
fome  vitrifications  were  alfo  obferved,  that  feem- 
ed  to  indicate  an  Arab  glafs  work,  and  fome 
jars,  refembling  thofe  formerly  ufed  to  contain 
the  dead  ibis.  Mr.  Browne  is  of  t>pinioQ  that 
this  place  is  the  ancient  Arfinoe. 

Having  devoted  three  days  to  the  fatisfadion 
of  his  curiofity,  and  neceffary  refreihment  at 
Feiuro,  our  author  proceeded  towards  the  lake, 
now  called  Birket  el  Kerun,  but  which  is,  in  re- 
ality^  the  Moeris^^iof  Strabo  and  Ptolemy.  Its 
length  is  computed  at  between  thirty  and  forty 
miles,  and  its  breadth  at  the  wideil  part  iix  miles, 
the  utmoft  e^ten^  of  its  circuit  muft  confequent- 
\y  be  reckoned  at  ninety  m\\c^»  :  Qn  th^e  fouth 
and  north -eaft  is  a  rocky  ridge^  in  every  appear- 
ance 
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anc«  pHmeval ;  in  the  tttremUj,  neareft  Feiura, 
are  fdttie  ii1e»,  wbeire  lliere  is  a  flat,  Tandy  (hore ; 
and,  in  ihort,  the  wb«^6  itppearance  of  Ihe  place 
is  (lrongIy< adapted  to  point  out  the  abfurd4tj  of 
thofe  whoiiive  imagined  this  lake  to  be  the  pro- 
da6t  of  ht«naii  art*  Th6  water  is  braekifli,  and 
the  fi(h  rather  indifferent,  yet  feveral  fifliermcn 
are  eonilantly  bufied  on  the  lake,  in  ndiferable 
boats,  and  contrive  to  prdturfc  a  fub6flence.     ^  * 

The  weftern  eattremity  is  under  the  jurifdic- ' 
tioti  ef  the  Miiggrebtne  Arabs,  who  fufll^r  no 
peffon  t6  travel  thither,  unlefs  he  is  under  their 
own  immediate  protedion.  This  information 
fmdrated  the  expeSattons  of  our  anthor,  who 
was  anxious  to  vlfit  feme  ruins,  that  were  faid  to 
exift  there.  The  Arab  fhech  of  Abir  Kifle,  af- 
firmed that  it  wbuld  require  four  days  to  make 
the  circuit  q{  the  lake ;  that  there  Were  no  vil- 
lages in  its  vicinage,  and  that  nothing  could  be 
procured,  bat  from  the  Muggrebihes  already 
mentioned.  It  is  reported  that  human  bones  are 
fometimed  found  on  the  eaftern  exttemitj. 

Purfuing  a  fouth-eanerly  diredidn  from  Fei^m, 
Mr.  Browne  obferved  two  fmiill  pyramids,  of  un- 
burned  brick,  iktad  a  paflage  through  the  moun- 
tain at  Hawdra ;  he  theh  pafled  the  town  of  U- 
lahoo.  Where  the  inhabitants  are  chiefly  hiifband- 
mcn.  He  then  returned  to  Bedis,  after  noticing 
the  channel  of  a  large  canal,  denominated  the 
Bahrbilt  tna ;  and  si  long,  deep  cut,  how  called 
Bathen,  bttt  fuppofed  to  be  the  ahificial  Moeris 
of  Heroddtus  and  Diodorus  Sicultis. 

Next  day  he  pafled'  the  pyramids  of  Dafliur, 
five  of  which  appear  fucceflively,  exclulive  of 
thofe  of  Sakarra.  That  of  Medqn  is  built  of 
foft  free-itonei  in  a  lingular  forra^  but  has  ap-' 
j.xuuui- ,1  I,    ;  G3  parently 
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pareotly  been  very  elegant.    The  top  is  now  ex- 
tretnely  broad,  and  would  probably  be  difficalt 
gf  afcent,  but  our  author  imagines  that  ita  foin- 
rait  was  originally  completed  by  another  iquare^ 
that  has  bqen  removed.    The  northern  fide  has  j 
been  materially  injured  by  the  attempts  of  vari- 
ous travellers  to  gain  a  view  of  the  intfeuriorj  which 
is^  however,  entirely  foltd.  The  befeof  this  pyra- 
mid has  been  erroneoufly  defcribed,  as  a  natural 
Tock;  but  Mr.  Browne,  on  removiiig  the  far- 
rounding    fand,  and  examining    the    cornehJ 
iclearly  difcef ned  the  cement  and  the  refpeftive  { 
i^ones  to  the  very  foundation. 
H     Of  the  pyramids  of  I)a(hur,  two  of  which  are! 
large  an4  two  fmall,  the  fourth  is  the  moft 
foutherly,  and  is  built  in  the  fqrm  pf  a  Cone, 
terminating  in  a|a  obtufe  triangle-    The  facos 
of  thefe  pyramids  are  all  direSed  to  the  four 
cardinal  points  of  the  compafs :  they  have  not 
the  teafjk  appearance  of  any  cafing,  nor  do  the 
Aones  point  to  the  centre,  like  thofe  of  Jiz^4    Au 
9  Tmall  (|i(|ance  is.  a  pyramid  of  unburned  bricH>| 
^nd  a  rma|l  ofi^qf  ftpne.  not  completed,   •tfif' 

Ten  of  thefe  moiii^lpiisi^f  s>:5>f  a  fuperior  (izQ,  exifl  I 
at  Sakarraj  befides  a  great  nuptiber  of  ffnaller 
ones,  tha^  have  been  frequently  pliindereid,  for 
the  pur^q(e  of  building  at  Jize,  Cairo,  &c.  and| 
are  fcargsly  di(}ingui(h^b1e  frotp  the  rurrpun4' 
ing  fand*hillsl  "  , 

The  two  large^  are  9t  th<s  di(l9ficQ  of  tyro  I 
"  jiours  and  a  half  from  Jfize,  and  are  well  known 
to  all  who  have  travelled  in  que(l  of  Egyptian 
curiofities.  In  that  which  {las  been  opened, 
Mr.  Browne  found  a  great  chamber,  lined  wi^h 
;  granite,  that  was  thirty-four  feet  five  inches  inj 
)engtb,  and  feyenteen  feet  tvfo  inches  in  breadth, 
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cont^niog  a  farcopbagos  of  the  fame  tnat^rial 
aft  theliniag  of  the  chamber:  befidea  thefe*  were 
obferved  a  Tmall  chamber,  eigbtceo  feet  nine 
inches  in  ieogth,  aod  feveiiteeii  feet  ooe  inch  in 
breath ;  atfo  an  antichamber;  a  main  gallery;  a 
defcending  paflfageof  one  handred  and  five  feet 
one  inch;  and  a  paflage  to  the  inferior  chamber, 
that  meafured  ooe  hundred  and  nine  feet  one 
iocb^  The  general  material  in  thefe  edifices  ia 
a  foft,  white,  free  ftone,  replete  with  (hells,  and 
ihe  r<^,  on  which  they  ftand,  is  of  the  fame 
oatufeet  .V 

Oar  authpr  al(p  vifited  thepleafant  iite  of  the 
ancient  MemphiSi  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Nile, 
between  the  river  and  tt|e  mountains,  and  about 
two  hours  diftant,  towards  the  fouth  of  Cairo. 
The  land  is  now  richly  clothed  with  com,  and 
embellished  with  4ne  date  trees.  Np  remains 
of  antiquity  are  vifible,  ei^cept  a  'few  pieces  of 
fcolptured  flooe,  and  fome  heaps  of  rubbifli. 
The  fpot  was  formerly  furrounded  with  a  canal, 
and  feems  altogether  a  more  eligible  fitu^tion 
than  that  of  Cairo,  its  extent  might  be  mark- 
.«d  by  the  groiipd,  where  remains  are  fometimea 
dug  up,  and  which  is  overgrown  with  a  fort  pf 
(hi (lie,'  ^)^at  feeras  to  flouriib  pecoliarly  among 
ruips.  ti  is  qiioft  oonveniently  yifited  from  th^ 
([Coptic  monaiiii^ry  of  Aba  Nemr6s. 

Of  the  feyeral  capitals  of  Egypt,  in  fucceffive 
sgcs,  Thebes  pf  Diofpqlis  feeoos  to  lay  claim  to 
thJpgreate(|  antiquity,  l^e^t  was  Memphis,  a 
yenerable  and  ancieqt  city.  Babylon,  which  ac- 
cording (o  all  account,  y^t^  founded  by  the  Per- 
£ans,  feems  to  have  been  oqly  t}ie  capital  of  a 
pNBrt  retained  by  that  people,  after  the  fubjuga- 
tioi^  of  £gypt  to  Qambyfes*    iUexcpdria  fuc- 

ceeded 
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ceed^d  Meuifihit^  and  remained  the  chtettUy, 
till  Grand  Cairo  wat  founded  by  tbcrSanKens. 

On  the  t(i  of  Mai«b«  I7sf3,  Mr.  Bro^itroe  quit, 
ted  Cmrot  in  cdmpanjr  with  a  large  eavavan,  con* 
iiOing  of  «  hondred  ftad  fifty  perfoni^  and  tw6 
hundred  cameh)  in  order  to  proceed  to  8oe«.  The 
road  may  be  defcribed  a$  tiearly  one  uniform 
]>)ain,  in  general  hard  and  rbcky,  thooeh  occaU* 
onally  varied  with  paeches  of  deep  fanm  Aft  the 
camels  Were  permitted'  to  browfe  without  re- 
llraint  upon  the  verdure,  that  wai  lightly  fpriffk- 
led  over  the  defert,  the  journey  was  but  #oW}y 
condn6ked.  The  ntiorningit  and  evenings  Were 
rather  cold,  though  tfan  hours  of  hoc  wereeoMh 
tnonly  fultry.  On  the  third  day  a  (hower  of  Aii'h 
defcended,  in  confequence  of  tho  (buth-w«ft 
wind  having  fubfided,  and  continued  falling  for 
four  hours  and  a  quarter.  Though  fome  £tfr»- 
peans  have  erroneouHy  fuppofed,  ^bat  no  tain 
falls  in  Egypt,  our  author  oMerves;  that  fliowery 
weather  v/ill  foitaetimes  prevail  for  ei  week  toge- 
ther at  Alexandria  3  atid  that  he  has  fotnetlmes 
feen  rain  hi  Cairo.  In  Upper  Egypt  (howers  are 
extremely  rare,  and  only  one  fell  While  he  con- 
tinued in  that  Country.  ^ 
7^-  After  a  tedious  progreft  6f  five  days,  the  cara- 
van arrived  at  Sues,  which  our  author  defcribes 
as  a  fmall  town,  built  chiefly  of  unburned  brick; 
except  a  few  of  the  moi^ues.  Which  are  of  done. 
Its  population  comprifes  Mahometans  And  a  few 
Greeks.  Its  chief  article  of  trtide  is  coffee,  and 
its  only  apfarent  fortificatioti  con  lifts  In  fome  oM 
^aAnoi^,  that  ar6  in  all  prbbftbility  unfit  for  fer- 
vlce.  The  fea  is  eictretilelj^' ihallow  near  the 
towto,  yet  there  isa  fmaHylVd,  fbrfliij^-buildin^. 
Where  Mr.  Bfowne  tM^Vtfd  two  feflels,  hi  ati 
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Icnperfea  (late,  befidei  four  throe-roafted  ^eflela 
at  a  finall  diftance,  with  ten  oihera  of  Tariout 
defcriptiont,  and  feveral  larse  boats  without 
mafts.  The  Arab  method  of  Siip-building,  fays 
Mr.  Browne,  it  very  lingular.  The  natives  are 
ignorant  of  the  art  of  bending  tiaiber,,and  con- 
fequently  none  of  them  are  crooked  but  what 
are  formed  fo  by  nature.  They  are  very  (len- 
der, and  where  the  upper  and  lower  ribs  unite, 
they  pafs  by  the  tide  of  each  other.  The  largeft 
of  the  (hips  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Suez,  at 
the  time  of  our  author's  vifit,  was  intended  for. 
the  Indian  trade,  and  the  reft  were  defigned  for 
traffic  to  Jidda. 

£xclufive  of  oyAers,  and  fome  other  of  the, 
ibell  kind,  Suez  is  but  indifferently  fupplied 
with  fi(h,  that  of  the  bell  kind  feMpm  coming 
higher  than  Coflir.  Meat  is  generally  fcarce } 
bread  extremely  bad ;  milk  and  butter  purchafed 
in  fmall  quantities  of  the  Arabs;  and  water» 
bought  by  the  ikin,  of  the  fame  people,  at  a  cotkr> 
fiderable  price. 

A  .raouni  of  rnbbi(h  exifts  in  the  vicinity  of. 
Suez,  where:  the  ruins  of  Arfinoe  may  yet  be  dif- 
tinguilhed.  Thefpnt  is  now  denominate  Kollum, 
where  fome  remains  are  yj(ible  of  a  ftone  aque*, 
dud,  that  originally  communicated  with  fiir 
Naba.  Petroleum,  which  is  efleemed  as  a  cure 
for  bruiCes,  &.c,  is  brought  to  Suez  fronfi  a  rock, 
on  the  African  (ide  of  the  gulf.  In  crofling  this 
gulf,  near  the  entrance  of  Suez,  boats  are  com-^ 
moaly  ufcd  at  high  water,  but  at  other  times  it 
may  be  forded  by  either  camela*  horfes,  or  men> 
with  the  grcateft  fafcty. 

In  the  ihallow  parts  oif  the  adjacent  fea,  Mr. 
Browne  difcovered  a,  rpcpies  of  >rced^  which  be- 
ing 


10^  of  a  bright  red  colDur,  and  a  fpongy  quality, 
appeared  in  the  fanfliine  exadMy  like  coral. 
Though  unable  to  learn  its  Arabic  name,  or  the 
pufpofe  to  which'  it  may  be  appropriated,  onr 
author  is  inclined  to  imagine,  that  it  may  have 
given  the  recent  name  to  this  fea,  if  it  was 
found  in  gfreat  quantities  at  a  former  period. 
This  was  undoubtedly  the  Arabian  Gulf  of  the 
ancients^  whofe  Red  Sea  was  the  Indian  Ocean, 
and' the  weed  alluded  to  may  probably  be  the 
fiUph  of  tb^  Hebrews,  from  whence  their  name 
of  the  fea  might  have  arifen.  The  (horea  are 
f{>ritikled  with  a  beaufiful  variety  of  ihetlsj  as 
are  alfo  thofe  of  Maadie,  in  the  ndghbourhoed 
of  Aboukir, 

At  Bueti  our  author  paifed  the  fdrd  dn  th^ 
Sth  of  March,  and  pi'oceeded,  at  iirft  diong  i 
barren  coaft,  aud  then  through  fom6  pleafant 
tkid  fertile  vales,  eAbelliihed  with  a  vafiety  of 
ibrubS'ahd  dat^  trees,  dnd  bounded  by  moun- 
taifitof  fed  gr^fiit^,  till  the  14th,  when  he  ar- 
rived at  Tur,  where  the  Greek  priefts  of  a  fmaU 
convent  poit^ted  out  a  fpbt  where  si  chutch  is 
faid  to^  have  been  buriedi  and  miracalous  noifes 
frequenf ly  h^afd  t  bi:rt  on  vifiting  the  place, 
.merely  in  expeffotio^  6f  fome  natural  phenome- 
lilon,  Mr.  Browms  affirms  that  be  found  nothing. 

Quitting  Tur  6n  'ib6  18th»  he  continued  his 
route  till  the  ilnofning  of  the  22d^  when  he 
Reached  the  monaft^ry  of  Sinah  whieh  is  lai'ge, 
^itb  a^od  gardetr,  and  H  fubterraneous  paiTage. 
A  fmt^lia^ofqu^  ii  eteded  '^ilhih  the  walls,  for 
the  convefiief^ceof  the  Arabs. 

The  mountain,  now  bearing  the  appelhtion  of 
Sinai,  is  Veryloffy  dnd  abrupt;  on  the  Uorthern 
fide  of  it  bur  author  obfeived  fonde  fnow.    The 

whole 
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whale  is  a  lemarkablc  rocSf.,  of  red  granite,  diver- 
fi^ed  with  MMhfis  of  foil,  (hat  have  been  either 
brought  thidier  by  hQmaD  induary,  or  waQiod 
down  by  ihe  rain<  Th^Cerpotfl  produce  almond 
ircct*  6g»»  and  vinett  whik  inmiinerablc  rills  of 
water  gutfifrom  varioue  apertures  in  the  preci- 
pice, and  meander  pleafaoitly  among  the  little 
gardens.  Sinai,  fays  M^.  Browne,  has  two  fum- 
raits,  tbc  one  refembling  Parna^us,  the  fceoe  of 
infpiratioo ;  and  the  other,  known  by  the  name 
of  St.  Cathnrioe}  the  latter  ii  the.higbeft,  and 
may  probably  be  the  Sinai  from  whence  Mofea 
defcended  with  the  Decalogue. 

AAer  contemplating  the  beauties  of.  this  re- 
markable place,  and  obforving  from  the  nK)un- 
tain  the  eafiern  guJf  of  the  Red  Sea,  our  author 
returned  to  Suet,  and  from  Ibence  to  -Cairo, 
without  aay  occurrence  that  .was  worthy  of  men- 
tion. 

At  the  moment  of  Mr.  Browne's  return  from 
A({aan  to  Afljut,  the  caravan  of  Jelabs  from 
Dar  Fur,  called  the  Soudan  Caravan,  arrived  at 
£lwak,  when  they  affirmed,  that  at  the  expira-» 
tion  of  two  months  they  (hould  return  home. 
Their  delay,  however,  was  protraded  during  the 
refidueof  that  winter,  and  it  was  not  ti!l  March* 
1793,  that  they  quitted  Cairo  for  the  Upper 
Egypt. 

The  necefiaries  for  their  journey  were  colled- 
ed  but  (lowly,  and  our  author  employed  his  time, 
daring  their  ftay,  in  drawing  intelligence  from 
various  quarters,  relative  to  bis  paiTage,  and  fuch 
things  as  <nigbt.be  mod  prudently  taken  with 
bim.  The  perfons  of  whom  he  requefted  fuob 
information,.gave  him  no  intimation  of  that  af- 
perityvluch  lb  firoagly  oMurkr  tke  ooodu^t  «£ 
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ibetr  coontmnen  towtrdi  •  ChriAian.  The  late  I 
fultaD  of  Fur  had  indeed  been  juftly  famed  for 
the  mildnefs  of  his  difpofition*  and  the  kindne6| 
of  his  behaviour  towards  perfoos  of  every  de« 
fcriptioo ;  but  a  ftrooger  reafoo  for  the  filence  | 
of  the  Furians  might  be  this :  A  natfte  of  Sou 
dan  is  always  the  moft  fervile  and  obfequioiii 
creature  of  the  human  race,  at  Cairo,  where  he 
treats  a  Chrtftian  with  nearly  as  orach  refped  ai 
one  of  the  Mahometans ;  in  bis  own  countrj, 
however,  he  repays  with  ibtereft  the  conteirtpt 
that  has  been  mown  him  by  the  inhabitants  of 

Egypt. 

Having  embarked  on  the  Nile,  Mr.  Browne 
fet  out  fiom  Bulak  on  the  21  ft  of  April,  and  on 
the  eighth  day  aMved  at  AflHit,  after  a  paiTage 
.  that  was  rendered  unpleafant  by  contrary  winds. 
His  firft  care  was  then  to  provide  camels  for  his 
route,  as  they  were  exceedingly  fcarce.     At 
length,  however,  he  purchafed  five  for  about  the 
fum  of  65l.  flerlingj  made  up  his  proviHon  of 
food  for  the  journey ;  and,  after  a  delay  of  £f  ly  I 
'  days,  departed  in  company  with  the  caravan 
which  had  now  ailembled.    The  weather  was 
extremely  fultry,  and  confequently  unfavourable 
to  travelling;  but  the  Soudan  merchants,  not- 
witbtlanding  their  indolent  difpoiition,  efkeni 
the  variations  of  climate  unworthy  of  their  at- 
•  tention,  when  profit  is  concerned, and  long  habit 
.  has  familiarized  them  with  heqt  in  fuch  a  man- 
i  ner,  that  what  would  completely  overpower  the 
i  inhabitant  of  a  northern  nation,  is  no  ferlous 
(motive  with  them  for  the  remiffion  of  their  la- 
boor. 

I'he  route  taken  by  this  caravan  was  by  Sheb 
and  deiim^tihmi  whence  they  crofledtbe  pefert 

in 
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in  a  fotith-wefkrly  dircdion.  On  the  25tb  of 
May,  they  encamped  on  a  mountain  above  Af- 
fiut,  till  the  28th,  when  they  proceeded  by  Ibort 
dagtH  to  Elwah. 

The  Jdabs  ufually  p&y  flt  the  rate  of  about  a 
patacke  for  each  camel,  to  the  Muggrebines,  for 
their  protedion,  or  rather  for  forbearing  to  plun- 
der them.  This  tribute  was,  however,  rcfufed 
by  our  author,  who  alleged  that  be  was  only  a 
Granger,  employed  on  bufinefs  to  the  Sultan,  and 
confequently  not  of  the  number  of  merchants 
who  regularly  traded  to  Soudan.  This  refufal 
occaHoned  a  (li^i  difpute,  but  the  Arabs  finally 
relinquilhed  their  deu?and. 
»  As  the  camels  were  loaded  heavily,  the  Jelabs 
travelled  (lowly  in  detached  parties,  till  the  3111 
of  the  month,  when  they  came  to  a  high,  rocky 
mountain,  called  Gebel  Rumlie,  which  feems  to 
confiitute  the  wall  mf  Cgypt  and  the  eaftem 
boundary  of  the  Low  Defert,  where  are  fituated 
the  Oafes.  It  conflfts  of  a  coarfe  tufa  j  its  road 
feems  in  many  places  to  have  been  opened  by 
art,  yet  it  is  fo  rugged,  and  difficult  of  defcent, 
that  the  travellers  were  a  full  hour  in  reaching 
the  bottom,  while  the  camels  fufFered  greatly 
beneath  their  heavy  burdens,  and  were  frequently 
in  the  mod  imminent  danger  of  falling. 

The  view,  from  the  fummit  of  this  rock,  loft 
itfelf  in  a  fpacious  valley,  con fifting  chiefly  of 
rocks  and  fand,  but  occafionally  diverfified  with 
fmaU  clumps  of  date  trees,  and  other  marks  of 
vegetation. 

Having  gained  the  plain,  it  was  judged  expe- 
dient to  unload  the  camels,  and  allow  them  fome 
reft,  till  the  morning;  when  four  hours  and  a 
half  were  employed  in  paifine  from  the  foot  of 
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the  mountain  to  Ain6  Dlt^,  the  firfl  pitce  tbitl 
affbrdi  •  fupply  of  water^  and  the  northern  e%trc-| 
inity  of  the  Great  Oafii. 

From  hence  they  proceeded  for  about  eight  I 
hours,  over  a  wafte  country,  to  Charj^»  when  the 
leader  of  the  caravan  thought  fit  to  notify  hiil 
approach  to  the  town  by  beat  of  drums,  a  difJ 
charge  of  fraall  arms,  (houting,  and  other  tokens 
of  joy.    At  Charj6  there  it  a  gindi,  or  oflBcerJ 
and  another  at  Beirii,both  belonging  to  Ibrahim 
Bey  el  Kebir,  to  whom  thofe  villages  appertain; 
and  to  them  is  entrufied  the  care  of  all  bufineli 
that  relates  to  the  caravans  during  th^^ir  fiajj 
there. 

On  the  7tb  of  June,  the  travellers  refumcdl 
their  journey,  and  after  a  march  of  fix  hours  over 
another  dreary  fpace,  they  reached  the  village! 
Bulak,  where  the  houfes  are  only  Tmall  pieces  ofl 
ground  inclofed  with  a  clay  wall,  and  ufualljl 
defiitute  of  any  covering.  Bulak,  however,  af{ 
fords  a  good  fupply  of  water,  and  its  inhabitantij 
contrive  to  procure  a  fubfifience  by  the  fale  of 
their  dates. 

Having  devoted  one  day  to  reft  and  refrefh* 
tnent  at  this  place,  the  travellers  proceededl 
through  Beiris  and  Mughefs,  till  the  morning  ofl 
the  20th,  when  they  arrived  at  Sheb,  whofel 
name  implies  that  it  produces  a  confiderablel 
quantity  of  native  alum.  By  digging  to  tbe| 
depth  of  a  few  feet  in  the  fand,  a  tolerable  Tup*! 
ply  of  water  is  here  obtained.  The  general  ^u^| 
face  of  the  ground  abounds  with  a  reddifii  floi 
and  in  many  places  argillaceous  earth  is  vifiblei 
This  part  is  frequently  infefied  with  an  itineraot| 
tribe  of  Arabs,  who  come  hitber  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Nile. 

3  Onl 
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On  the  23(1*  our  aathor  came  to  Selime.  which 
if  I  Tmall  verdant  fpot,  pleafantiy  fituated  at  the 
{foot  of  a  ridge  of  rocks,  that  are  of  no  great 
height  or  eitent.  It  aiTords  the  nu>(l  excellent 
water  of  any  place  on  the  route,  but  yields  no 
[vegetable  di  for  the  fupport  of  either  man  or 
bead,  though  the  eye  is  agreeably  relieved  from 
the  dry  fterility  of  the  circumjacent  furface.  A 
fmall  building,  confifting  of  loofe  ftones,  has  been 
erased  at  Selime,  mod  probably  by  fome  of  the 
wandering  tribes,  who  crofs  the  Defert  in  all  di- 
regions ;  but  the  Jelabs  affirm,  that  it  was  ori- 
ginally the  refidence  of  an  Amazonian  princefs, 
named  Selime,  who,  armed  with  a  battlt-axey 
bow,  and  quiver,  and  attended  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  followers,  infpired  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Nubia  with  equal  terror  and  veneration. 

From  hence  the  caravan  continued  their  march 
to  Leghea,  where  water  is  fcarce,  and  unpalat- 
able when  found.  The  camels  were  now  ex« 
tremely  weak  and  jaded,  and  the  merchants  were 
at  a  lofs  refpefting  the  road,  though  feveral  of 
them  had  traverfed  this  defert  ten  or  twelfe 
times. 

Quitting  Leghea  on  the  2d  of  July,  after  fuf- 
fering  great  inconvenience  from  a  foutherly  wind, 
that  raifed  the  dud  in  clouds,  and  almoft  ftopped 
the  powers  of  refpiration,  they  refumed  their 
journey,  and  on  the  8th  arrived  at  the  Bir  el 
Malha,  or  Salt  Spring,  the  vicinity  of  which  is 
remarkable  for  the  produftion  of  white  folid  na- 
tron, that  becomes  hot  on  immerfion  in  water, 
and  difcharges  a  great  portion  of  its  air.  The 
Jelabs  ufaally  carry  it  in  fmall  quantities  to 
Egypt,  where  it  fetches  a  conHderable  price,  and 
is  appropriated  to  the  purpofe  of  making  fouff. 

At 
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At  the  well,  our  author  met  with  fome  fiativri 
of  Zeghawa,  who  are  (Rationed  there  occallonally 
to  Tupply  the  caravans  with  provifions,  and  other 
neceifaries,  at  a  price  that  is  futficiently  exorbi- 
tant to  remunerate  themfelves  for  the  fatigue  of 
a  ten  dayo  journey.  Their  articles  of  traffic  were 
now  peculiarly  grateful  fo  the  travellers,  as  the 
original  liock  of  provifion  had  proved  infufficient, 
and  many  camels  had  periflied  on  the  road. 

The  neighbourhood  of  the  Bir  el  Malha  is 
<«>metimes  infefted  by  a  wandering  tribe,  called 
Cubba  Beech,  who  rapidly  traverfe  the  Defert 
on  the  fwifteli  droiiiedaries,  and  gain  their  fub- 
fijjence  from  the  plunder  of  the  defencelefs. 
They  arc  not,  however,  provided  with  fire-arms, 
and  therefore  feldom  venture  to  attack  fo  nume- 
rous a  body  as  that  which  compofed  the  caravan. 
After  a  (lay  of  four  days,  our  author  and  his 
companions  travelled  with  little  interruption  till 
the  20th,  'hen  they  formed  an  encampment  on 
a  fpot  car  d  Medway  j  but  as  this  place  was  def- 
titute  of  water,  they  were  compelled  to  purchafe 
that  needful  article  of  the  Mahrea  Arabs,  whom 
they  met,  with  wicker  bafl:cts  of  fo  dole  a  tex- 
ture, that  they  are  ufed  for  the  conveyance  of 
cither  milk,  water,  or  any  other  liquid. 

On  the  '23d,  they  came  to  the  Wadi  Mafruk, 
or  the  firft  fprings  within  the  limits  of  Fur,  but 
they  were  fo  much  annoyed  by  a  fpecies  of  white 
ant,  that  built  its  covered  way  to  every  thing 
within  the  tents,  and  by  the  increafing  rains, 
which  now  began  to  inundate  the  valley,  that 
they  were  compelled  to  abandon  their  camp,  and 
icek  a  fhelter  in  the  adjacent  village  of  Sweini, 
where  Mr,  Browne  refidcd  for  fcveral  days  in  the 
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houfe  of  a  principal  cnorchaDt,  who  wai  eftaUiih- 

|ed  in  the  country.' 

A  melek,  or  governor,  under  the  fuUan  of  Dar 

[Fi^r,  generally  refidei  at  Sweini»  and  t4iere  all 
ftraogers  and  nterchants  of  every  defcription  are 
obliged  to  wait  till  the  pleafore  of  the  fovereiga 
ii  announced  with  refped  fo  their  difpofal.  At 
our  author,  however,  entered  the  country  under 
confiderable  exceptions  from  the  general  rule  of 

[traders,  and  nnight  rather  be  called,  according  to 
the  Arabic  cu(lom»  *«  The  king's  ftranger,"  he 
expeded   to  receive  permiffion  immediately  to 

I  proceed  to  the  royal  refidencej  but  as  feveral 
mifreprefentations  concerning  him  had  reached 

kbe  rultan,and  confequently  manacled  thehanda 
of  the  meiek,  with  whom  he  frequently  remon- 
drated,  he  found  himfelf  detained  without  the 

ntuTi  probability  of  knowing  the  reafon,  and 
therefore  rcfolved  to  copy  the  example  of  the  Je- 

{labs,  and  wait  the  event  with  patience. 

The  houic  he  was  in  confided  of  a  number  of 

Ifeparatc  apartments,  built  of  clay,  and  covered 
with  a  ilanting  thatched  roof,  but  unprovided 
with  doors.  All  who  could  find  place  in  it,  were 
permitted  by  the  hofpitable  owner  to  lodge  them- 
I'elves  without  diftindion ;  and  here  the  Jelabs 
continued  for  about  ten  days,  when  they  all  re- 
ceived permiffion  from  the  fultan  to  proceed  to 
their  refpedtive  houfes,  on  paying  the  cuftomary^ 

[duties. 

As  the  clrcuniOances  attending  our  traveller 

I  were  peculiar,  and  as  many  ferious  difadvantages 
could  not  have  been  well  avoided,  or  forefeen, 
he  has  given  the  following  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic, under  the  idea  of  rendering  aa  acceptable 

Ifervice  to  other  travellers. 

F  3    ^  "  Previout 
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.  *''  Previous  to  nay  departure  from  Cairo,  I  wail 
**  apprize  d  that  all  commerce  in  Dar  Fur  wail 
**  concluded  by  means  of  iimple  exchange,  l| 
*'  therefore  fought  for  a  perfou^uho  might  tran* 
*'  fad  this  buHnefs  for  me  with  foine  degree  ofl 
**  probity,  as  my  entire  ignorance  of  the  articlcsl 
**  Hi  for  barter,  <ind  the  application  of  my  mindl 
**  to  other  objeds,  were  fufficient  reafons  to  dc-| 
*'  ter  rae  Irom  ading  as  a  trader  myfelf. 

"  A  perfon  was  accordingly  recommended  tol 
"  me  at  Cairo,  u^  whom  I  frequently  obfervv-rdl 
**  keennefs,  but  no  fraud,  and  in  general  that 
**  abfolute  devotion  to  the  will  of  his  fuperior,! 
'*  for  which  his  countrymen  are  at  leaft  exumaily] 
f*  remarkable. 

"  Shortly  after  our  departure,  however,  bis  ob- 
"  fcquious  behaviour  was  transformed  into  in* 
"fult  and  difobedience,  and  on  our  arrival  atl 
*'  Sweini,  he  contrived  to  fend  one  oi  his  affo- 
**  ciates  to  the  fultan,  in  order  to  keep  me  from  I 
♦'  his  prefence,  and  to  detain  me  under  pretencej 
.*'  of  my  entering  the  country  with  fome  iniqui- 
"  tous  purpofe.     At  the  fame  time,  the  villain  I 
*'  himfelf,  who  formed  this  diabolical  plan,  took 
•'  advantage  of  my  momentary  abfence,  to  take 
*'  from  one  of  my  boxes,  that  had  been  broken  I 
*'  upon  the  road,  a  quantity  of  red  coral,  by  thel 
**  help  of  which  commodity  he  expeded  to  make] 
**  his  way  with  the  great." 

In  confequence  of  this  villanous  procedure  inl 
Mr.  Browne's  fervant,  a  perfon  arrived  at  hisl 
lodging  with  a  fpecious  letter,  impreifed  with  thej 
fultan's  feal,  ordering  that  no  perfon  Ihould  pre- 
fume  to  detain  or  moleft  him  till  he  arrived  atl 
the  houfe  of  Ibrahim  el  Wohailhi,  in  Cobbe, 
>^here  he  was  to  continue  till  further  orders  Ihooid 
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be  ifTued  for  his  admittance  at  court.  Though 
our  author  was  at  thai  time  ignorant  of  the  plot, 
he  thought  it  extremely  lingular  thai  an  order 
Ihould  be  lent  for  the  protcAion  of  his  perfon, 
while  it  obliged  him  to  confine  himfclf  to  one 
particular  fpot.  He  was,  however,  unprovided 
even  with  (he  means  of  remonlirance,  and  theret 
fore  knew  that  fubmillion  was  unavoidable. 

His  lituation  was  now  truly  pitiable,  while  he 
languiihftd  in  the  moft  cruel  lufpeni'e,  without 
any  apparent  fign  ol  a  remedy.  Abfent  from 
bis  friends,  feparated  from  his  Egyptian  acquaint- 
ance, and  regarded  with  horror  by  the  miliakeri 
devotees  of  the  country,  who  viewed  him  as 
an  infidel,  and  his  complexion  as  either  a  fign  of 
difeafe,  a  mark  of  divine  indignation,  or  the 
moft  unequivocal  proof  of  inferiority  of  fpecies. 
Such  ideas  had  clofed  every  heart  againfi  him, 
averted  the  wonted  hofpitality  of  the  natives, 
'>nd  enflamed  their  perfonal  pride  and  intolerant 

Thus  unfettled  in  his  own  mind,  and  perfe- 
nited  by  an  ignorant  race,  our  author  confefles 
that  he  began  to  grow  impatient,  and  on  the 
fourteenth  day  after  his  arrival,  the  agitation  of 
his  fpirits  comnt^unicated  its  pernicious  influence 
to  his  liate  of  health,  and  brought  on  a  violent 
fever,  attended  wifh  extreme  pain  in  the  head, 
and  a  temporary  delirium.  This  was  fucceeded 
by  a  dyfentery,  that  continued  for  two  days,  and 
rendered  him  unable  to  allill  himfelf.  .  Fortu- 
nately, however,  he  had  the  prudence  to  reflect, 
that  of  all  the  aliments  there  to  be  procured, 
fcarcely  any  could  be  found  but  w6re  pernicious, 
and  he  therefore  confined  himfelf,  after  the  firft 

attack^ 
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attack,  to  the  ufe  of  bark  and  water,  which  he 
drank  in  large  quantities. 

Ai  the  expiration  of  a  month,  the  fytnptoms 
began  to  diminifli,  and  Mr.  Browne  again  re- 
queued leave  to  vitit  the  fuhan,  but  the  defired 
permirTion  only  ferved  to  increafe  his  fuiFerings. 
The  rainy  Tea  Ton  was  indeed  at  an  end,  but  the 
air  ftill  continued  infalubrious,  which,  together 
with  extreme  ab(linence,  fatigue,  and  anxiety, 
ferved  to  renew  the  malady^  and  to  incapacitate 
him  during  feveral  months  from  all  perfonal 
cxeriion.  At  length,  however,  the  increaiing 
beat  of  fummcr  began  to  meliorate  the  air,  and 
to  produce  a  regular  tranfpiration,  when  he  be- 
gan to  revive,  and  foon  gained  fome  degree  of 
itrength. 

•  On  his  arrival  at  El  Faftier,  he  was  introduced 
to  the  mcle'k  Miflellim,  one  of  the  principal  mi- 
niAers.  Though  ignorant  and  illiterate  in  the 
extreme,  he  had  a  peculiar  quicknefs  ol  appre- 
henfion,  and  gaiety  of  temper  had  rendered  him 
acceptable  at  court,  where,  our  author  obferves, 
he  appeared  rather  as  a  bufToon  than  a  mtnifter 
of  ftate. 

He  received  the  European  with  a  rude  ftare  of 
Aupid  aHoni(hment,  that  was  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  a  fmile  of  mingled  fcorn  and  averlion. 
He  was  feated  on  a  mat,  under  an  awning  of 
cotton  cloth,  with  fome  other  of  the  royai  at- 
tendants, who  entered  into  converfation  on  the 
perfon,  charader*  and  intentions  of  the  ilranger, 
partly  in  their  vernacular  idiom  and  partly  in 
Arabic.  A  wooden  bowl  of  polenta,  and  another 
of  dried  meat,  were  then  ferved  up  to  them,  of 
which  our  author  refufed  to  partake,  as  his  in- 
difpofitioQ  had  totally  deprived  him  of  appetite. 

When 
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When  they  had  fatisfied  thcmfclves  with  their 
repaft,  they  aiked  a  number  of  ridiculous  quef- 
tioiis  concerning   Europe,  many  of  which  were 
prtidcntly  wavea  '»}•  our  author,  and  toothers  he 
gave  fuch  replies  as  he  judged  the  moft  fatisfac-; 
tory.    He  then  introduced  the  lubjedt  of  greateft 
in>|>orlancc  to  himfelf,  and  informed  the  mclekv 
thrit  he  bad  travelled  from  a  far  diHant  country' 
to  Cairo,  where  he  had  heard  the  king,  Abd  el 
llachman,  much  celebr?«^od  tor  his  magnificence,  . 
power,  jufticL,  ^nd  hol^itality  j  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  this,  he  had  undertaken  to  vifit  Dar 
Fur,  from  motives  of  cutiotity,  and  to  form  a 
co]le6lion  of  medicinal  herbs,  fuppofing  his  per- 
fon  would  have  been  unmolefted,  his  property 
fecure,   and    that  permifiion   would  have  beea,^ 
granted  for  him  to  have  gone  wherever  he  might 
have  thought  proper ;  but  as  he  had  been  un-  . 
happily  deceived  in  all  his  expectations,  he  now 
ventured  to  alk  redrefs  for  his  grievances, and  pro- 
tection for  the  future.     He  then  requefled  per--^ 
million  to  go  to  Sennaar,  in  order  to  proceed  to 
Habbelli ;  entreated  that  three  or  four  perfon*' 
might  be  fent  with  him,  asapefcort  to  the  fron* 
tiers  of  Kordofan  ;  and  concluded  by  obferving, 
that  he  had  a  fmall  prefent  for  the  fultan,  con-j 
lifting  of  fuch  articles  as  the  natur<t«pf  his  'nr-> 
cumftances  permitted  him  to  bring.  "« 

To  this  addrefs  the  melek  anfwered,  *'lvler-. 
chant,  you  are  welcome  to  the  Dar.  The  fuUan 
is  kind  to  flrangers,  and  has*  ordered  a  fack  of 
wheat  and  four  fliecp  to  be  fent  to  your  lodg- 
ing. At  prefent  it  is  impoflible  for  you  to  pafa 
through  Kordofan,  as  the  king  has  a  gre?;t  army 
there  ;  but  when  the  country  (hall  be  in  fubjec- 
lion,  he  will  grant  your  requeft.     When  you  are 
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admitted  to  an  audience,  you  will  only  hava  ta 
explain  the  nature  of  your  grievaocei^  and  they 
will  be  immediately  redreifed.** 

The  hour  of  prayer  was  now  announced,  when 
the  officers  commenced  their  religious  ablutions, 
and  Mr.  Browne  retired  to  bis  tent. 

After  this  vifit,  our  author  fntfered  fo  fevere  a 
relapfe,  as  to  be  unable  to  perform  the  common 
offices  of  life^  and  even  to  fuppofe  that  it  was 
drawing  to  an  end.  Whenever  any  fymptom  of 
amendment  appeared,  he  fent  word  to  the  me- 
le|(,  that  he  earneilly  wiihed  to  be  introduced  to 
.  the  fuUan>  and  then  to  be  difmifled  as  foon  ai 
poffible.  No  reply  was  vouch  fafed  to  this  mef- 
lage;  but  the  following  day  the  melek  vifited 
the  invalid,  with  feveral  attendants,  and  defired 
to  fee  the  merchandife  that  was  brought  from 
Cairo.  With  refpedfc  to  part  of  the  articles,  as 
fplendid  habiliments,  defigned  for  the  king,  &c. 
Mr.  Browne  readily  fatisfied  his  curioiity;  but  he 
inHlled  on  examining  the  contents  of  a  fmall 
cheft,  which  contained  a  number  of  articles,  that 
were  either  ufeful  to  our  author,  or  intended  for 
prefents  at  Sennaar,  or  wherever  e^fe  he  might 
be  able  to  penetrate.  A  pofitive  refufal  was 
therefore  given  upon  this  point ;  but,  on  the  of- 
ficer's attenipting  to  break  open  the  box,  AH 
Hamad,  the  treacherous  fa^or,  with  his  accuf- 
tomed  villany,  produced  the  key,  and  fubmitted 
the  articles  in  quetlion  to  the  melek's  examina- 
tion. Several  of  the  fmalleft  immediately  difap- 
peared  ;  fome  Engliih  piftols  were  referved,  to  be 
taken  by  the  fultan  at  the  valuation  of  his  own 
fervants ;  and  the  telefcopes,  books,  and  wearing 
apparel  of  our  author  were  graciouily  left  him, 
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evidontly  beeaufe  tbty  were  regarded  as  things  of 
DO  value. 

Nest  day  the  propofed  valaation  wai  made, 
notwithftanding  the  warroeft  reroonfiraoces  on 
the  part  of  our  traveller,  when  a  few  articles 
^ere  efliroated  at  their  real  value,  but  moft  of 
them  were  dated  far  below  it.  A  pair  of  double 
barrelled  piftols,  filver  mounted,  which  bad  coil 
twenty  guineas  in  J^ondon,  was  valued  at  one 
0ave,  or  fifteen  piaftres ;  when  Mr.  Browne  ex- 
claimed, that  if  their  objed  was  plunder,  and 
matters  of  bargain  and  fale  were  conducted  in 
their  country  by  force  inflead  of  confent,  it  would 
be  much  better  to  feize  the  whole,  without  the 
ridiculous  form  of  a  purchafe.  No  perfon  then 
vouchfafed  him  an  anfwer,  but  on  the  morrow 
he  received  two  camels^  as  a  compenfation  for  his 
ungenerous  ufage. 

Haying  been  expofed  during  fifteen  days  to 
great  variations  of  temperature,  frequently  irri- 
tated by  ill  treatment,  and  fo  totally  difregarded, 
that  he  could  fcarcely  obtain  fufficient  water  to 
fave  him  from  periihing  with  extreme  third,  our 
author  judged  it  expedient  to  return  to  Cobbe, 
where  the  uielter  of  a  clay  houfe,  and  fome  de-  ^ 
gree  of  privacy,  might  poflibly  tend  to  the  reftor- 
ation  of  hi^  htalth  and  fpirits.  He  accordingly 
hired  two  Arabs,  and,  with  the  camels  that  had 
been  given  him,  and  the  few  articles  that  re- 
mained of  his  property,  he  arrived  on  the  third 
day  at  the  houfe  where  he  had  received  the  ful- 
tiin's  letter. 

During  his  refidence  at  Cobbe,  he  attempted 
to  cultivate  the  acquaintance  ot  the  mod  conti- 
derable  inhabitants,  and  as  they  became  habitu- 
ated Co  bins,  his  fUaation  became  lefs  didreflling. 
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By  conftanlly  (ludying  the  dialed  of  the  country, 
which  differs  greatly  froui  the  vernacular  idiom 
of  Egypt,  he  frequently  obtained  much  amuie- 
m-nt  from  liftcning  to  the  legal  arguments  of  1 
the  people;  their  arbitration  of  particular  dii- 
putes}  and  their  mod«  of  conducing  a  bargain, 
which  fometimes  lafted  for  fcveral  hours.  Ihcj 
fuhry  hours  of  noon  were  ufiially  devotccTto  the 
fociety  of  the  graver  men,  who  ufed  to  fit  and 
convcrfe  under  a  flied,  eredted  for  the  purpofe; 
and  though  their  difcourfe  v/as  feldom  enlivened 
by  witty  remarks,  or  rendered  inftrudive  by  pro- 
fundity of  obfervation,  it  was  always  carried  on 
with  good  humour,  and  ferved  to  banifti  many  un- 
pleafant  refledions  from  the  mind  of  the  ftrangcr. 
The  following  fummcr,  179^^  our  traveller  rf. 
folved  to  go  and  refide  near  the  fultan,  as  he 
might  then  have  an  opportunity  of  imploring  re- 
drefs  for  his  grievances,  and  at  the  fame  time 
prefs  his  requeft,  for  permilfion  to  purfoe  his 
journey.  He  therefore  quitted  his  lodging,  and 
proceeded  to  El  Father,  where  he  obtained  a  tem- 
porary accommodation  in  the  houfe  of  a  native, 
named  Mafa,  whom  our  author  defcribes  as  the 
nioft  worthy  and  amiable  charader  that  he  evrr 
•jUiet  with  among  the  Mahometans.  Though  no 
tiiotive  whatever  would  have  induced  him  to  eat 
out  of  the  fame  plate  with  a  CafFre,  (the  name 
here  given  to  an  European),  he  was  ftridly  ob- 
fervant  of  the  rites  of  hofpitality,  and  fupplied 
his  lodger  with  an  ample  provi (ion  of  food  every 
day  from  his  kitchen.  He  frequently  obferved, 
that  it  was  a  precept  of  his  faith  to  deteH  the 
perfon  of  an  unbeliever,  but  that  he  was  neither 
obliged  to  injure  fuch  a  one,  nor  ihonld  he  think 
himfelfexculable  in  attempting  it. 

1  As 
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As  \hr  mdck  Mifclliili  was  now  employed  by 
his  fovcrrign  in  the  foutb,  Mr.  Browne  was 
pl;iced  beneath  the  protedion  of  the  melek  Ibra- 
him, a  man  of  about  fixty  years  of  age,  tall  of 
Itature,  but  not  athletic, and  rather  charafterized 
by  the  roughncfs  than  the  expreflion  of  his  fea- 
tures. His  hair  is  entirely  grey;  the  motions  of 
his  body  ungraceful  j  and  his  manners  totally  «n- 
polilhcd.  His  underftanding,  howe^'cr,  and  fa- 
gacity,  feem  well  adapted  to  his  Nation,  which  is 
one  of  the  grtateft  in  the  empire.  In  matters 
of  faith,  he  is  an  intolerant  enthu(iafi|  but  in 
private  concerns,  or  any  thing  that  does  not  af- 
fe6t  the  prevailing  fuperiiition,  his  judgment  is 
cool,  and  generally  guided  by  found  prudence. 
Avarice  is  his  predominant  paflion ;  and  notwith- 
llanding  his  immenfe  revenue,  he  poireifes  (o 
little  of  Arabian  generoiity^  that  a  perfon  is  flc« 
counted  unfortunate  who  goes  fupperlefs  to  his 
evening  council.  Having  never  fcen  an  Euro- 
pean, he  regarded  our  author  in  much  the  fame 
light  as  the  dwarfiih  Goitres  of  the  Alps  are  con- 
templated by  the  inhabitants  of  France  or  Eng- 
land. From  his  difcourfe  it  appeared,  that  he 
regarded  the  Franks  as  a  fmall  tribe,  cut  off  from 
the  reft  of  mankind  by  their  fingularity  of  com-  , 
flexion  and  dreadful  impiety. 

On  our  author's  introdu^ion  to  this  fingular 
charafter,  he  was  welcomed  by  the  melek,  af- 
fured  of  redrefs  for  his  pa  ft  grievances,  and  pro- 
mi  fed  protection' for  the  future  j  but  it  feems 
this  language  was  a  mrre  complmeKt,  in  return  for 
a  prefent  that  was  brought  by  Mr.  Browne  j  as 
during  three  months  he  was  never  to  be  feen,  un- 
lefs  our  traveller  obtruded  himfclf  on  his  notice, 
and  even  then  he  received  no  mark  of  com- 
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inon  civility,  mach  left  the  promifed  compcoCi*' 
tioo. 

Anxioui  to  obtdio  an  andience  of  the  fultaa, 
our  author  rqpUrl/  attended  hit  leveef ,  which 
are  from  fis  lo  the  morolng  till  ten,  but  coui4 
rarely  obtain  admittance*  and  when  he  did,  he 
experienced  fucb  pointed  difregard,  that  he  had 
no  opportunity  of  fpeaking.  He  then  returned 
to  hit  ihed»  hungry,  thiriy,  fatigued,  and  difap- 
pointed,  and  afterwarda  vinted  the  roarketa,  w  uich 
are  ofuaUy  held  from  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
till  fun^fet.  Occafionally  he  ftrolled  out  with 
hia  gun,  in  quell  of  amufemeot,  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  rainy  feafon,  but  fcarcely  ever 
obferved  any  thing  worthy  of  notice  in  the  ani- 
mal or  vegetable  kingdoms. 

On  Mr.  Browne'a  firft  audience,  be  obfervei, 
he  waa  too  much  indifpofed  to  be  capable  of  mi- 
nute obfenration.  The  fultan  was  feated  at  the 
door  of  hia  tent,  and  requeued  to  fee  the  ftrang* 
era-  watch,  and  a  copy  of  Erpenius's  Grammar, 
which  had  been  mentioned  to  him  by  one  of  his 
ferraots ;  but  after  calling  his  eyes  on  each,  he 
immediately  returned  them,  thanked  our  author 
for  his  prelenr,  and  rofe  to  retire. 

Puring  the  iv^ext  fummer,  Mr.  Browne  obtain- 
ed admiffion  to  him,  when  he  was  holding  a  di- 
van in  the  outer  court.  He  was  then  mounted 
on  a  white  mule,  apparelled  with  a  fcarlet  be- 
nilh,  a  white  muflin  turban,  and  yellow  boots. 
His  faddle  was  of  crimfon  velvet ;  his  fword, 
which  was  adorned  with  a  hiltof  mafly  gold,  was 
held  in  his  right  hand,  and  a  canopy  of  muQin 
was  fupported  over  his  head.  The  vaft  concourfe 
of  people  then  aflembled  rendered  it  impolfible 
for  our  author  to  make  himfelf  be  heard, 
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Oo  MOllMi  oeoitei,  he  cootrifed  to  gtiir  fd* 
jritUiicttlf||ftrliHeriorconn»  wbco  tbe  Iblnui* 
^vko  wM  MTUig  •  f^vate  amie»  wtt  liMlid^oa 
kind  i#\ebiitr»  corered  with  l^rhttf  cifp#. 
it  head  wm  enciraled  bv  a  red  ilk  tolfini^i  kit^ 
iftdi  cogkfed  with  a  obaplet  of  red  «oiai»  aild 
kneet  i|b|>poniof  tbe  imperial  fumrd.  Ai  m 
Mlior  vai'oow  fe  ocar  bii%  at  to  t^tafai  i  per-^ 
M  Idea  of  bin  coaDienaneei  ie  i^M  bli  m^ 
i^oii  bim  ibr  that  parpoier  but  tbo  (bfarei|ii 
rofldeiif^  d^ibompoled  at  faeh  an  ob(btfi« 
I,  and  ibtlfod  abniptfy  ^  nooi^t  ^  eaoft 
Ifat eoiicliided«> :  ■-.,   :y  ^.r 

At  anotber  vifit,  Mr.  Browoo^Md  blin  lliid*^^ 
tag  in  the  ifi0er  coOrtVwitb  a  loof  iaC  tlwad 
wifbfilrer,in  bif<  rigbt  band,  and  tbe  fword  ol^ 
4tte  in  hit  left.  Tbe  atidek  IbndliflB  prefented^= 
kirn  ^VMk  finaHiHe^of  ftik and  06ttMS»of  tb«r 
mtiMtfallhre  of  Banifeat,  in  the  nadMiOf  tbe 
loropeio,  when  bt  tetnnloi  ImiI^,  ^  Majr  ibo 
blefiiof  of  Odd  be  on  blilir  and  inftantlf  re- 

■"lied,-  .  ■      ■    /   ■*:;  /'■■''■  u 

Aotloat  lo  flMkr  anotber  etfbrt  to  proinioio 
|Ml  M^^,  oar  aotbor  preteted  blmielf  befb^ 
tbe  noonarcb  at  a.  great  pi^lie  audlenoe,  wben ' 
'^  fonnd  bim  feated  oil  kfl  tbrone,  tbat  mtA 
_  id  witb  ftmdl  Tnrkejr  earneu^  podor  a  lofrj 
m  and 

Indian  fiibHc,  loofely  ibl^ded  imn  a  lig bt 
^lirame  of  wootd.  At  fome  diftaoee  latere  feated 
tbe  mdeks,  mi  the  right  and  lell^  and  babiod' 
tbfm  a  line  of  goardt»  wbofo  ^bda  ooofiRad' 
ebieif  of  a  cotton  Ibirt/of  tbo  aw^vto  inanafae- 
tore.  They  were  all  fafb|ibed  with  fpeari  and 
targett,  ankl  each  wore  on  bit  head  a  ca^^,  oma« 
meuted  with  a  fflBall  plate  of  coppefy  and  a  blaek 
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tjfli^^fm^  iilJ|^#d  h«fai|iaMiMi|  indi «t^l{«i 
tl«lii||i'^ii  Ml  ^^  inUiiJ  a^^Oepl^M  m^ 

^TMir  iii4i(Baiie  pp^  lM»iie!ils^  im^ 
h«  wsa  ii^ini  cbis^eltecl  to  wItbftrtirvFitluMil/ 
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apfeaii  t»  pii||lie,>lie.  is  fii^ftUr  UttendiA; %  » 

head.    When  be  m^»  bit  falsfB^  fiqw  \pfo- 
^upl^  to  tb^ail^  INT  |EMl«|ti|  t|i  4ee^ 

<p^  t|i€ir.|Mi}i|i;9ti4  1u^  etiteM 

f9a||0[l|^««ij|l^  obr<^ 

a  4MI4toe  fjfv«i?tb0  noitbe^^ 
t|^^^/J9l^lbi^llitiMi^»  la  fittiattti  k)  M  de§iil. 

UMQit  J]|^Pii  aSf  44:*  8  cbiB*  i<^*    It  la  more- 
IkMMiil^  loof ,  bmt  eumomAf  ttarrotri  and 

'  (daii/)'..<*'  "     ■       ■  the 


tie  tenlei  am  mtitM  si  miMm^Makmh 
iliieMt^  mil  ilraHiiw,4iiriii4iiMii^  i^ 

Hf^  dtitmh^v^i^wpfmtl^  timy  qnitteri  «mI* 
jritli*  c^f^^lMiir  liNtol^  tMWH^iaf  tii# 

lfof0irell»or«lfaii|l^li,  that  tti«kMtr  4f# 
mmn  the  inclofiife^r  Ike  liefllb«  dr  In  tbelfep 
cimmnM,  mUdk  twntmi4s*  tht  towo  la  the 
ni^fiiii%.    Hieir nMde  of  aiMig^it*  hber. 
em|  i»ifliLa^«  Mid  iAmy  if«  irequem^  driveit  to 
p^  tstmmMm,  whm  the  aeeotit^  ef  i»i^effi 
nreiei  Uttaeqnite  le  the  pnhke  ceelMoptieii. 
Gdm  wit^ijrfoniiflied«4th  oe»liyUnMii^ 
tefSir  baik  of  def « at  Mr.  Broiree*i  ^hlfi^r*het, 
^niraoi  to  hit  roinni>  a  moielfMeloiis  holldief 
vite^tidertehail*  wita  tho  lea^  ia^  aflftaif|»  of 
the  foltaii.    The  ineloM  aieiiMi  about  istyw  > 
fcmJ^jCilpm,  and  Ihein^  were  deSgied  to 
.be'thieelbettasoh*'  '-  V'-,-    ^  '-  ^<   ■  '> 

%diyi-»eaft  of  Hm  ^M9n  If  i  1^ 

wlsre  a  market  is  held  tiHee  In  theivedCi  te 
the  fide  o£jproHfioiiir  and  ett  oilier  «di^^ 
whlci  the  eoQiitrf  prodoeei,  or  which  eao'be 
coiiveiiiefiltf  piociMwd  from  other  forti.  in  thia 
m^lEet^  fmm  too  to  fif^MH  omii»  and  Imm  forty 
to  §Mty  4eep»  are  ordittariljr  Aiodimred  for  the 
coBfomptioii  of  the  adjaeeot  f^^^  Slaves^ 
are  Khewife  bmoght  thithei^  hot  am  eetaii«Mlf 
fold  privateijy  tiioogh  the  ftalHee  it  loodlf  r»^ 

Erohated,  at  fadlltatlii|  the  fale  of  thoft  who^ 
avu^heeo  ftdeo  from  other  pkeei. 
The  othor  piloclpal  toMa  of  the  empire  are, 
^w^joi,  KAOoiUit  Cnbcabiat  M^  Cmm  Sheha, 

la  Gidid, 


lMiiMi4itr'l(^'lNf«tllotfi«^^  I'Ei^is^ 

wg^$m  iMt  Iff  ^i^4lfitii^  i^tiitf  ()i^iii#eili 

or  Mliimft.^tli^^provifKMij^^  zf.  >  '^^'  •)  <  < 

elofifb  or  the  ciiercbatltf«  wJiH^  logo^ai  ifHtlu , 

Cvlwatlui^riiiaf  ^ be. prl^iNirly-d^Aomiiiitei  Ilia 
luy  loi  tbe^  .w9$Mtk^  foaiii^'tt  Sw^ai  It  4>l  ^^oon^ 
tbeftl.  ::«3[l42  town  ja  liuga  and  Iti^Jobaliitito 
immai!i»tli»  i^amrKIn^  Im^l,  Arabsi  j^ttit if  of 
Bes^»  aai^/ilRangafi^fE^-Ta^aa  deforiptidnib) 
l^havT'iiiadKafr |i>oe|ebr!iM>  f«i!  an  etoaUeBif  lii^ 
pl^  a£:iaathar  «|^biio^  cetjwo  dotba^^af  ita 
qCba%»«NMrtt.i>f  tbe  paaple  of  bltli  iexat,^>^5«v^Q  \ 

Coori'ii^ttdad  ba^aaa.a  aomber  of  tradeii 
^roni  tba  i^mi,  ilid  a^ladr^laft  jMunl^  li^o 

Hffo^  tit  imcmnnftDii.  Qmte  oC  piflftf » ind  are  pa» 

«  \  «  caliarlj 


^W^^  #«l^fll^^  !N4«w^  it^fttd 
:S^im  ^0^^  ^o^hfi  w^u  Ai^pUea  wi^  iiti«r« 

^m^fm^*^^  pita  In  the  Betgi^boiir|iiM4i 
t1|e|4JiQw^«ry  were  ^enfht^ksamti^  Wopm'. 

iiM,  but  the  B^ioritjipe  f  «#ai>t^  X     ; 
4W  Ji.#pte4#|^^cfttt,dr^^<^        1^  t^e 

^^fe?!?/3Nc*^fe^  «?jaM|t  iifelid«N 

wbf3tfeiiiilrigiiei  trod  ^|Ki0ri|r  Ipave  gained  tii 
J*^#lif<^no<»«^  wep  ^s««ii|«r,  iii^pbiififtjlws 
U^^^fifarlce  Jia*  pliiiut«r^|fie  toir«fs»eil»;tlit 
the^r^^ire  ic^mlf  n  jmat  ^o  .fipeie^iia;^  of^SMq 
cient  dotfaet  to^&fencl  tpen^  Iroiii  ^  e^i^gef  of 
thci  feather.  CoDfe^entlv  petb  ia«i|e«B|^,^j^ 
lea#  ^^IQitiif  town  lo  loirenspire^         i   ;    v 
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•  The  population  of  Cobb^,  we  baveelrMidf  ob« 
fenifidt  conlifts  of  merchants }  thefe  areqmUf 
mmpHojftd  in  tradifig  to  Egypt,  fome  of  tbent  aio 
native!  of  that  cottiitfy,  bot'thegeDeraHtjrcoaie 
from  the  river. 

Egyptiaoi  chiefly  from  Said,  a  fe#  Tonifiiief, 
and  nitivca  of  Tnpbli,,  come  and  go  with  the 
catavant,  only  remaining  long  enough  to  difpoie 
of  their  merchandife }  othera  have  married  ill 
Dar  FAr,  and  are  now  recognifcd  at  (Vtbii^  to  the 
Sultan,  and  the  remainder  con6fts  of  mreikaen, 
from  Dongola,  Makat,  Sennaar  an<f  Kordofan. 
In  this  town  there  are  two  or  three  ^cCt  anpro« 
priafed  to  the  tuition  of  yoath.  The  children 
of  the  indigent  are  nfdally  taught  gratditbafly 
by  fome  of  ihe  Fukara,  but  perfontlti  eafy  cir- 
comftancei  are  espeded  to  remdnera^fc  the  teach- 
er lor  bit  trouble  and  attention.  Three  perfoHI 
nfaally  ledore  in  the  Koran,  and  two  othert  in, 
what  they  term,  tbeolcwy. 

The  government  of  &r  F6r'is  the  monarchi- 
cal, at  being  expreftly  favoured  by  the  difpenia- 
tlon  of  Mahomet.  It  is  true,  the  Sultan  cannot 
ad  in  oppofition  to  the  letter  of  the  Korav,  Imt 
hit  coodo6t  frequently  overftept  the  boundary  of 
the  laws,  and,  at  he  it  neither  controlled ,  nor 
affiiled  by  any  council,  hit  power  may  julHy  be 
dyled'defp6tic.  He  pnblidy  Tpeaks  of  the  conn* 
t^  and  its  produ6ti6nt,  at  hit /f*^«a/ property  i 
and  of  the  inhabttantt  as  little  elfe  than  (ia^V 
fduteflavei.  If  hit  deci6ont  are  at  any  nme 
marked  by  flagrant  injutUce,  the  ecclefiaftlct  ven- 
ture to  etpreft  their  tentimentt  with  fome'bold^ 
neft,  but  the  efledt  of  theilr  oppofition  are  al- 
wayt  trivial  r  nor  doet  the  nionafch  fear  any 
thing,  bat  a  ipirit  of  general  diiafledioo  among 

his 
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biitroopti  who  are  able  Co  drag  bim  from  bit  eo- 
vied  rplen^ior,  and. to  invc||«boinever they  think 
proper  with  the  infl|(nia  of  royalty.  Hti  power 
in  t}\e  provinces  is  delegated  td  oraeers,  whjoare 
equally  arbitrary  in  tbeir  refpiedive  di(i,ri£b. 

On  the  dcjath  of  the  fultan,  the  title  defcenda 
Properly  to  bis  eldeft^  Ton,  and  in  d^Ctiilt  of  inale^ 
bein.  If)  bis  brother)  bat  this  rulef|ifoqce0io« 
is  fre^i^otly  infrihgedf  upon  variotip  pretencei  ^ 
88  the  minority  of  the  fon,  or  the  pretended  uf** 
urpation  of  the  late  fovcreigo*  ^lil  at  length,  thd 
pr^enfions  of  tbo^^  who  have  any  rigj^tfol  claim 
to  the  throne,  are  to  be  decided  py  war,  and 
confeqoently  l>ecome  the  prize  of  the  Arpo^eft 
party, 

'*  It  was  in  this  manner,*'  fays  Mr.  Browne. 
"  that  the  Cultan,  Abd  el  Racbman,  gained  potfef- 
iion.of  the  imperial  dignity.  A  preceding^  «90-, 
narch,  named  Bokar^  hi^  three  ions,  vis.  "iTer^ubii 
el  Cbalire,  and  Abd  el  Racbman  ^  the  ejdeft  p? 
ibeCc  obtained  the  government,  en  ^be  demife  ol 
bis  father,  and  reigned  thirty  two  lunar  yean< 
>vben  he,  bequeathed  the  empire  tobU  fons.  The 
fecOnd  brother,  however,  pretended  that  none  of 
them  was  pld  enough  to  govern  the  people*  and 
accordingly  feizedupon  the  throne,  but  hisi^eign 
pfovtti.extremely  ihort,  as  a  difconten ted  party 
commenced. hotiilities  againft  him,  in  concert. 
with  the  natives  of  Kordofan  p  and,  with  Abd  el 
Kachman  at  tbeir  head,  advanced  to  Dar  FCirji 
IV here  the  two  brothers  came  to  an  engagement, 
andfthe  Chalife  periihed>  beneath  a  muliUudeof 
woncids,  with  one  of  his  fops,,  who  ,gaUanttf 
fuug^bt  In  defence  of  his  father.  This  vidory» 
bawei^er,  proved,  entirely  oTeleJs  to  the  rightful 
beirf>  as  one  of  them  waa  lacrificed  to  the  ambi« 

tion 
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fi«i  of  the  YiAor,  ind  the  others  merelr  olitalo- 
od  •  wretohed  fobfiilenoe  from  the  parnmoDbQi 
•lint  of  their  nfurping  relative. 

On  hit  iirft  accelfioo  to  the  imperial  dignitf, 
Abd  el  Rachroan  deemed  it  pmdent  to  mark  hit 
condudt  br  Tome  degree  of  moderation  and  felf- 
debial,  auoriog  hit  fol^edt,  that  hit  thoughts 
were  chiefly  engrofled  by  the  contemplation  of 
•  lotore  ftate,  and  that  the  fpleodor  of  the  em- 
pire was  perieAly  indifferent  in  his  eyes.  He 
even  refnied  to  fee  the  treafares  of  his  deoeafed 
brother,  and  when  be  entered  the  interior  of  the 
palace,  with  an  unparalleled  diOimulation,  he 
drew  the  folds  of  his  turban  over  his  eyes*  snd 
implored  bis  Creator  to  (hield  him  from  the  ef- 
fects of  furronnding  temptations.  At  lengthy  fu^ 
pofing  himfelf  .fufficiently  efiabliflied  to  defy  his 
onemies,  and  to  exped  an  implicit  obedience 
from  his  fubjeds,  who  never  attempted  to  quef- 
tion  his  authority,  he  dropped  the  fpecious  maik 
of  (andity,  and  appeared  in  his  true  charader,  of 
avarice  and  ambition ;  fince  that  period,  he  hu 
been  known  to  ftaod  for  whole  davs,  in  ftuoid 
admiration  of  his  gold,  flaves,  camels,  and  eottly 
apparel.  The  feverity  of  his  regulations,  with 
reipeA  to  the  military,  had  nearly  alienated  the 
affedion  of  that  powerful  clafs,  at  the  time  of 
our  author's  vi  (it,  and  the  people  were  fo  nni- 
verffflly  difgufled  'wM  his  pradices,  that  his  ho* 
DOurs  were  apparently  baftening  to  an  end. 

The  population  of  fo  wide  a  country  as  Bar 
Far  muft  neceflarily  be  attended  with  great  dif- 
ficulty, to  any  one  who  fliould  attempt  to  com- 
pute it  with  precifion.  Mr.  Browne  fuppofei 
It  cannot  exceed  two  hundred  thoufand,  as  the 
army  in  Kordofan,  confifllng  of  about  two  tkoa- 
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hod  men,  ii  fpoken  of  it  •  verr  large  onei  and 
in  Cobbitwbich  it  one  of  the  moft  popnlotif  towM, 
the  inhabitantt  of  both  fetet,  inctoding  flavet, 
cannot  be  reckoned  at  nancb  more  than  Ex  thoa- 
iand.  Tbere  are,  indeed,  a  confiderable  number 
of  villages  in  the  empira^  but  the  largeft  of  thefe 
u  only  occnpied  bjr  a  few  bandred  indiTidnalt. 

The  people  of  Dar  Fftr  coofift  of  traden  from 
the  river  $  nativei  of  the  weftem  coantrvi  who  are 
eicher  merchant!  or  Fakara }  Arabi  of  different 
t^bet,  who  generally  lead  an  itinerant  kind  of 
me,  on  jihe  frontiers,  wh^e  thqr  breed  oxen, 
horfcs,  and  camels ;  the  people  of^  Bego,  or  Da- 
geoo,  who  formerly  ruled  ue  coimtrjr,  hot  are 
now  obedient  to  the  Sultan  and  the  Zeghawa* 
whofe  dialed  is  materially  different  from  that  of 
the  Fnrians,  and  who  boaft  of  a  chief,  that  once 
led  their  anceftors  to  battle,  accompanied  bj  a 
tbonfand  horfemen.  KordoHui  and  (everal  fmall* 
cr  kiogdomsare  now  fubjed  to  the  crown  of  For, 
hot  their  hiftory  is  fo  imperfed,  that  nothing  ma- 
terial could  be  difcoverM  refpedinff  them. 

Agriculture  does  not  feem  whoUy  to  be  neg^ 
lefited  by  the  Sultan,  though  probably  tbe  follow- 
ing pradice  may  be  rather  a  blind .  compliance 
with  ancient  cuftom,  than  the  effed  of  inoivida- 
tl  public  fpirit.  It  is,  however,  indifpotablv 
laudable  in  itfelf,  and  forms  a  ftriking  contrail 
to  many  other  of  his  regulations.  At  tbe  com- 
mencement of  the  rainy  feafon,  the  natives  aT- 
lemble  for  the  purpofe  of  fowing  their  corn,  and 
while  th(rjr>are  employed  in  toming  up  the  foil 
sod  depooting  tbe  feed,  the  king,  attended  by 
bis  meleks  and  a  train  of  fdllowers,  enters  tho 
fields,  and  makes  feveral  holes  in  the  ground« 
with  his  own  hand.    This  cufiom,  which  is  fimi- 

lar 
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Ur  to  that  of  the  Bgyptiao  mnnhrcbs»  recited  hy 
Hef o<iatui|  if  faid  to  pretatl  id  Bornou,  and  other 
^eoAoMei,  in  thii  part  of  Afrfca.  Mr.  Browne 
l^etei  to  imagine  it  a  part  of  the  Mahometan  pre- 
cepfRrtranriflttted  topoftority.  Wlifen  the  corA 
Is  fiifBdiSntly  ripened  to  adroit  of  hanreH,  a 
narober  of  flavei  and  women  are  employed  in 
breaking  off  the  ears,  deporting  them  in  bafketi, 
ind  carrying  tli^m  from  the  ileld,  while  the  i\nw 
is  permitted  to  ftand,  tHl  it  is  either  removed  fck 
thatch,  or  applied  to  Tome  oth^r  ufefql  purpoft^ 
The  graiii  is  then  thre(bed,  in  an  awkward  man* 
nef,  oHed  in  the  Ton,  and  treafored  up  in  a  cavi- 
ty in  tbe  earth,  the  bottom  atid  fides  of  Which 
nVe  coveted  with  ch'^,  to  eieldde  the  vermin. 
In  thiV^atiner  they  keep  their  mais^e  in  tolera- 
ble prefbirvtftfon*  ^  When  they  detign  to  ufe  it  for 
fbbd,  It  U  grotihd  to  flour,  boiled  in  the  form  of  a 
poleRta,  and  eaten  with  milk,  or  a  favourite  fauce* 
tpf  pounded  meat  and  onions. 
'*  Their  cakes,  of  the  fame  material,  called  frag- 
ments, or  fedions,  are  ufed  as  a  fabftitute,  for| 
Ibread}  aiid,  if  dbtteroufly  prepared,  our  author  j 
affirm^k  they  are  not  unpalatable:  tlie]f  are  a1(b 
lef  ten  with  the  kbove -mentioned  faace,  and  Tome* 
tiidb  wfth 'milk,  ofaren  water.  1 

tliefebtrfcfarfegeriiferally  built  of  clay,  wilhtj 
light  rdof,  that'  fi^Vves  to  (helter  the  inmates  from] 
the  fncoAvaiiettcc  of  an  ardent  fun,  dr  a  ftiddcflj 
l^bwer.  The  edifices  of  the  fi6ore  opulent  at 
l^lidftered,  and  coloured  witE  red,  wh|te,  aiii 
black.  The  apartments  are  of  three  kiiicls^  onej 
hf  which/called  the  donga,  is  a  Iqaare  c^  ti^entH 
feet  by  twelve,  aovered  with  a'few  light  belimfJ 
fbhie  coarfe  mats,  a  quantity  of  cahaels  dung,'  and] 
a  fmobtli  doithig  df  ctif  $  t&6  door  eonfifts  of  s] 
^  fioglc 
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iogle  plank,  be#ii  out  with  the  aM»  and  it  fe« 

nred  by  a  padt^k,  ai  forming  the  repo6to^7  of 

11  their  property:    The  Kournak  Is  rather  larger 

litn  the  donga,  open  In  front,  and  thatched  wit)& 

e  flraw  of  the  nnaiae,  this  Is  accoantcd  much 

Mfanter  in  fammer  than  the  more  confinca 

iildin'g^,lLn|t  IS  therefore  approjurlated  to  rfpolb 

''  the  reception  of  company.    The  other  aparC- 

it,  dilied  the  fokteia,  is  of  the  fame  kin3  aa 

iie  koomik,  hot  of  a  circular  form,  and  from 

teed  io  twenty  feet  in  diameters  this  is  de* 

{aed  exbiufively  for  the  accommodation  of  the 

romen.    Tlie  height  oJT  theft  hnildlngs  dependa 

nircily  on  the  win  of  the  owner;  they  are,  how- 

rer,  in  general  about  fe? en  feet,  except  thedohgat 

rhich  is  kwe)Ve  or  fifteen,  the  fioor  of  each  js  co« 

i  with  d^lt  fand,  which  is  changed  as  often  tk 

ifion  req^iliea.  A.large  and  commodious  hor'e^ 

itted  to  Vhe  ofe  of  the  moft  wealthy  inerchants* 

itains  a  doub!e%ite  of  thefe  apartments,  and 

fotnotimes  furnifhed  viith  a  rubboka,-or  ad- 

Itipniil  tfied,  where  a  company  niaj  dtp  and  coo- 

e  in  t)ieo|ien  air. '  The  interior  fence  of  the 

(e  is.  generally  of  clay;  the  exteirilpr  utiiver- 

il^  a  thick  hedge  of  dried,  thoriiy  branches* 

rEick  (bcores  the  cattle  and  precludes  the  pof- 

ility  of  the^ilav^  efcaping ;  but  which*  i^eve^ 

ring  root.  li^loOmy  and  ungrateful' to  the  eye 

I  me6bitor.    $och  of  the  villagers'  houlca  ais 

apove  the  appellation  of  huts,  ai:e  built  in 

i,^rm  of  the  inkteia»  but  their  fdbHanceja 

^  ftiNi^,  or  fome  other  material,  eq^ly  coarib 

^   iniediire. 

In  tbctr  peffona,  the  natives  of  Dar'Fdr  aro 
00  means  remarkable  fik  cleanlihefs,  as  iA 
of  j>er^  and  Ikluury  ablution^  they  rub 
nii,tmL.  £.  their 
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their  fleih  with  a  preptraUon  of  butter  aod 
liaoeoiis  ptfte,  which  if  aarCainlx  tCcBciout  io 
reinovtl  of  accidental  foratf  afid  the  efieft  cf  i 
conftant  traofpiration.  The  fenale  flat cf  are  i 
tremely  dexteroai  io  the  application  of  it»  audi 
undergo  the  operation  ii  one  of  the  reiineaMaifl 
of  African  fenfualitv.  Though  the  Fdrian%  ' 
calling  themfel?ei  the  difcipla  of  Mahomet, 
attached  to  every  fuperftltioua  fonnali^  in  tl 
defotions,  their  hair  is  fddom  combed,  or  tl 
bodies  completelj  waflied.  It  is  true*  thejr 
firangers  to  the  nfe  of  foap,  and  tlieir  oonntry 
entirdf  deftitute  of  baths.  Their  inlervals  < 
toil  and  repofe  are  govemed  whollr  bjr  incUBi<{ 
tion  or  convenience,  without  anj  e^buihed  rii|eJ 
Their  labours  are  frequently  renewed*  beneati 
t|ie  feorching  heat  of  the  meridian  Cnn,  end  tbd 
noiShimal  ilumbers  ars  commonly  difturbed,  d\ 
ther  by  a  dread  of  robbers,  or  by  the  miif<|oit( 
and  other  noiUous  infedt,  that  abound  in  tl 
climate. 

Their  difpofition  feems  more  cheerful  tl 
that  of  the  Egyptians,  and  that  gravity,  whic 
is  inspired  iy  the  precepts  of  their  prophet,  fe 
but  ill  adapted  to  their  inclinations.    With  tl 
fermented  liouor,  called  buza,  they  are  freqoi 
ly  iad>riated,  and  have  fometlmes  commiti 
iuch  excetfes  in  their  convivial  moments,  thati 
the  property  of  a  village  has  been  forfeited 
the  kio*g,  and  the  inhabitants  punidied  for  tb 
mifconduft,  by  an  expofure  to  the  moft  fevf 
poverty.    In  the  year  1795,  the  fultan  pobr 
ed  an  edi#,  wherein  he  forbade  the  ufe  of  I 
Jiqoor,  under  psin  of  death }  yet,  fach  was 
attachment  of  the  people  to  their  Wonted  bei 
age,  that  they  fircquenily  ii^dulged  themfelvet 
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iklof  » fnm  fun  rife  till  fon  fet,  dnrlog  which 
B  ICr.  Bnmne  foppolflf  each  nisn  to  have 
lloiped  near  two  gallooi  of  baza.  Fortaoate- 

for  the  natlfCit  It  hat  a  diaretic  and  diapho- 

ic  tendenqr^  which  predadet  any  danger  from 

;h  anreafonible  libattont. 

Dancing  iipraAired  bv  both  feiet,  in  Dar  Far, 
ind  thetr  rondneri  for  thif  acnofement  ii  fo  great» 
[that  even  the  (lavet  will  dance,  tn  their  fetters,  to 
m  mode  of  a  little  dram.    Each  tribe  feema  to 

ITC  its  appropriate  dance,  which  is  diftingaiflied 

a  peculiar  name,  as  that  of  F6r  is  called  Se« 
libndari,  that  of  Bukkara,  Beudala,  Ire.  fome  are 
grave,  others  lafcivious,  but  generally  confifting 
|tf  violent  bodily  earrtioos,  rather  than  of  ele- 
[gtnt  attitudes  or  gracetol  motions. 

The  vices  of  cheating,  lying,  and  thieving, 
I  with  all  others,  of  a  iimilar  nature,  are  alrooft 
laiiiverfal  to  thefe  people,  with  whom  the  mod 
trifling  property  cannot  be  trailed  out  of  the 
owner's  fight.  In  matters  of  traffic,  the  parent 
laaulta  in  deceiving  the  0»n,  and  the  Ton  triuropha 
[Id overreaching  bis  father;  while,  in  their  ordina- 

2oooverfation.  both  God  and  their  prophet  are 
jhtly  invocated,  to  fandion  the  moE  palpable 
Ifiufehoods. 

The  natives  are  univerfaUy  polyg'imiib,  and 
[tifoilly  take  both  free  women  and  flaves,  without 
tny  other  limitation  than  that  of  their  own  in- 
dinationa,  though  the  precepts  of  the  Koran  im- 
ply, that. they  mall  only  keep  four  free  women, 
[iiid  as  many  ilaves  as  they  can  conveniently 
!  iDsintain.  The  fultan  has  upwards  of  a  hundred 
of  the  former  clafa,  and  many  of  his  meleks  have 
jtireiity  or  thiriy. 

The 


•  Jbecbarader.  tr<;4i.tiiient,  ^qd Ji^d^^on,  <>jf  {|)^| 
womea  are  eflentially  different irom  thofe  wbicbl 
mark  the  manoers  of  other  parU  io  Africa^  aodl 
to  thofe  which  are  eftablidied  in  B^urope. 
,  In  cootradtftindioo  to  the  Egyptian  women, I 
tno(e  of  Soudati,  on  the  arrival  of  a  Itranger,  eittier| 
remain  in  their  featt,  or  only  retire  to  a  fmaU  dif- 
tance,  where  they  pafs  and  repafg  about  their  of- 
dinary  buGnefs,  within  fight  of  th^  niha.     In  I 
Egypt,  a  veil  is  the  invariable  guardian  of  real 
qr  pretended  mode(iy  -,  but  in  Dar  Fur,  no  wpmaq 
attempts  to  conceal  her  face,  except  it|e  be  the 
wife  of  fome  great  perfooage.    The  middle  and! 
lower  claifes  are  contented  with  a  flight  cover* 
i'ng*.  of  ,a.  cotton  cloth,  wrappe^l  round  the  waift»| 
and  another  exa6^1y  fimilar,  in  fize,  (hape,  aQd| 
quality, '  thrown  carelefsly  over  the,  (boulders. 

Some  of  the  mod  laborious  offices  are  here  aC-l 
figned  to  the  fjcroales,  who  prepare  the  foil^  fow 
the  corn,  aflift  in  the  harvest,  reduce  it  to  fiour,| 
andi  finally,  convert  it  into  bread.    They  like- 
yrife  prepare  their  huiband's  meals,  wafii  hisi 
clothes,   draw   water,   cleanfe   the  8partnie,i>ts, 
and  patiently  endure  the  fatigues  of  9   lopcJ 
pedeftrian  journey^,  while   tbeir  huA>and$  are 
mounted,  idly,  on  an  afs.     At  home,  however  J 
the  voice  of  the  woman  has  its  full  weight,  as  her 
concurrence  is  indifpenfibly  neceflary  .in<  ever/' 
economical  arrangement j  and,  notwIthOandingj 
her  corporfsal  exertions  in  (he  day,  ^r  rc^colU^c- 
tion  of  real,  or  fuppofed  irniurles,  is  generally  fuf* 
ficiently  firong,  to  furniih  inatter  lor  ^erulous  | 
upbraiding  or  pointed  farcafms*  \  ,|]* 

Whoever  unites  himfelf  in  tof  .matripnpnial 
band  with  the  daughter  of  a  king^  or  powerful 
melekj  may  indeed  gratify  his  vanity>  but  muft 
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\u/9W  #1^^  to  find  anf  iblid  advanttge  fhkn 
their  dnion,  at  flie  ii  the  abfolate  moderatrix  of 
liii  Hmilft  and  hit  aothority  is  foon  reduced  toft' 
^ber.  or  htt  real,  or  reputed  oflFspnng,  he  hat 
00  difpofiil,  either  with  regard  to  their  moatioii; 

SovernoMfnt,  or  inftru6tion.  The  princeft,  who* 
ai  vOQchfafed  to  honour  him  with  her  hand, 
elaimi,  in  return,  an  onlimited  right  over  all  hit 
pofleffiont,  find  her  moft  onreaionable  caprice^ 
iiiQft  either  be  treated  with  the  greateft  indol-* 
fence,  or  her  difpleafore  it  foon  facceeded  bj 
the  more  dreadful  vengeance  of  the  iocenfed  mo- 
narch. ^ 

Th€(  troopa  of  Das'  F&r  are,  by  no  nieanti  cele- 
brated for  their  Ikill,  perfeverance,  or  intrepidity  s 
but,  OD  the  contrarjry  tbo  people  ufiially  rely  on 
the  Afiba.  who  follow  thorn  to  the  field,  and  who 
mav  be  properly  denominated  the  fultan*t  tribn- 
taimf.  They  are  indeed  cap^ble^  with  other  fa« 
vagiea«  of  enduring  eitreme  hunger  and  thirft ; 
bat«  even  in  thit  particulars  they  have  no  fuperi- 
ority  over  their  neighbonrt.  They  retain  an  in- 
veterate animofity  againft  the  nativet  of  Kordo- 
fUn,  who  are^  in  their  torn,  equally  implacable 
againft  the  Foriant.  Our  author  it  of  opinion, 
thai  thit  unvaried  animofity  refoltt  from  a  jeal** 
oofy  of  tride,  at  by  their  relative  pofition  Kordo- 
fio  ia  eoafidered  at  the  moft,  pradicable  commo- 
nication  lietween  Fur  and  INIecca,  and  the  cara- 
vana  are  unable  to  proceed  from  Suakero  to  Fur^ 
without  firft  obtaining  permiffion  of  the  govern 
nort  in  Kordofto. 

Current  coin  it  never  feen  in  Soudan,  except 
at  £1  Faftier,  where  certain  tin  ringt  are  given  in 
exchange  fo^  fmall  articlet;  their  value,  how- 
ever, if  ia  ibme  d^ree  arbitrary,  and  their  fixea 

&8  ib 


fo  v«nou9,  that  Mr.  Browne  6bC§ryfiit,"pomm^vmi 
t we)fc<  and  (bnoetioiet  ooe  hiiadrfd  ,«iid  forif 
Qf  them  are  given,  for  a  certain  tma^iity -erf  clptb,^ 
^uftr'tan  dollars,  and  fome  oibcr  $iver  eoinH 
brought  from  Egypt,  are  appropriated  \q  the  jd<9<» 
qoration  of  the  ladies;  their  ule in  drcfs^Unwe* 
yer,  is  by  no  means  general. 

As  gq\d  is  not  found  within  the  limits  of  the 
empire,  it  is  rarely  feen  in  the  marVe^j  when  it 
does  appear,  It  H  ufnallyin  thiO  fbrm^of  riffgsi 
each  weighing  about  five  'penny  weightf^  io 
which  ftate  it  is  brought  fronO; Sepnaar^    >     ,  ..  , 

None  but  the  Egyptians  will  receive  the  mahn 
b4b,.  or  other  ftaniped^moooy*  The  other  arti- 
cles that  pa fs  current,  afe  fuch  as  belong  lo.tbe 
dr^fs  of  the  natives ;  as  Deads,  arobfrr,  cotton 
cloths,  kobbel  and  rea  ^befides  wbicb,  .tbdy  Qcea-* 
fionaliy  traffic  wtthinavesy  o\en,  and  camcla^^'  '^ 

Prqviqus  to  the  crftablifbment  of.  Idafpifnt^c^thji 

Furtaqs  feem  to  tjave  for'med  itineni^Qt  ,ui|H)#>  io 
>ivhich  tUte  aremafiy  of  the  ravrQundipg  nation$ 
at  pref^nt.'  Io  their  perfons  tb(6y4ifffr  fr^omthe 
Guinea  negrosi  Their  complei^i^p  is  for  tho^jmoft 
part  black^and  their  hair, fliqrtt and  woolLy^tbopgh 
fome  of  them  are  feen  with  it  of  r  the  -length^  of 
eight  or,  ten  inches,  which  they  elsUemt  a  pfirticu^ 
lar  marlf  of  beauty.  The  AJ^abs,  wbofii  iiambei 
is  coofiderable,,  wilhio  the  iemplre^  retata  their 
original  features,  colour,  and  ilanguage,  and  .fel- 
don;  iritemaarry  with  any  but  their  own  people. 
Thcilaves,  who  are  brou|bt  from  Perfibi  or  the 
land  bf  Idolaters,  exa^ly  reifemhle  the  nativea 
of  Guinea,  and  have  a  langqage  .peculiar  to 
themfelves.  ,, 

,  At  £1  Father,  and  io  moft  of  the  towns  except 
Cobbe^  which  we  have  already  defcribedfts  the 
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ual  refidmce  of  fordgn  mercbanUt  tbe  venia« 
Icolar  idiom  it  coaunQiiijr  uied,  though  the  Ari<* 
Ibic  i#  gcneraHf  ut^lerftood,  All  judicial  prpceed- 
|togs«  bold  ID  the  prefence  of  the  faltan»  are  coo-f 
Idaded  in  both  langoaget;  being  fpoken  in  the 
|ooe«  an4  immediately  tranilated  into  tho  other 
|by  a  tergim&n^  or  interpreter. 

Nest  in  rank  to  the  officers  of  iUte  are  tho 
liaquis*  or  prtefts.  Tome  of  whom  have  been  edu* 
Lited  at  Cairo,  but  <tb|^  generality  of  tbeni  ipi 
Ocbools^in  their  own  country.  They  are  totally 
ignorant  of  every  thing,  but  whatfelates  imm^ 
diately  tt>  the  Koran.  Their  fe£t  is  that  of  Ihe 
'  Imao  'Makk,  whofe  tenets  are  beld^  by  meft  of 
I  tb^^  inhabitants  of  northern  Africa^  ej^oepttbo 

Egypti^oso 

Th^  i^ven^es  of  Dar  F4r  arife  fcoma  duty  on 
on  ali  mercbandife,  which  in  many  inftaneea 
amounts  to  a  tenth ;  forfeitures,  for  mifd^aar 
aorst  which  are  entirely  at  the  difpo^il  of  the 
mooar^,  and  rigoroufly  demanded  j  annual  pre* 
£si)ti  from  every  inhabitant,  according  to  his 
rank  and  fortune ;  occafional  prefents  from  me^T 
cb^iiMs,;; petitioners,  and  others;  one  tenth  of 
horfesi  oxen,  ibeep,  or  camels,  exacted  from  the 
Mabm  an  annual  tribiite  of  corn,  from  every 
village}  and  the  .entire  produce  of  the  weftem 
diftri^i  called  Qebel  mawa>  which  yields  an 
abundance  of  wheat,  wild  honey,  and  nnmerops 
Srticles,  that  are  appropriated  ro  the  iuhan's  ta-* 
ble.  The  king  is  likewife  the  chief  merchant  in 
the  empire;  and  mufl  confequently  receive  a  con- 
l^derable  advantage,  from  the  quantities  of  hit 
own  merchat^dife,  that  are  regularly  carried  in 
the  caravans  io  Egypt^  and  are  frequently  bartered 

a4ip 
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hf  hH  dwii  depehdefitt  dgalna  ^s^tian  trtielei, 

'  ^  SQch  are  the  fadt,  Which  oor  aolhor  either  n- 
lated  f^rom  a£hial  obfei^ation,  or  received  Irooi 
(leitfdtia  of  the  moft  nnimpeachaUe  Tcracity  $  hat 
it  every  degree  of  iotelngeoce,  however  fmally 
might  probabl?  facilitate  a  farther  progrefs  in 
this  part  of  Africa,  or  yield  fome  fatitfadioo  to 
the  cariDui  reader,  ai  relatiog  to  regions  hither- 
ftt  imp^rfbaiy  deftribed»  he  has  preibnted  the 
pablic  with  the  followiiig  mircellabdons  re- 
marlii  on  Bar  F^r,  and  foine  ef  the  idjacent 
Conntriea. 

At  the  ceremony  of 'leathering  the  Jiettlo* 
drud),  the  FuHans  are  reprefented  as  pni6Kfinf 
many  Cuperftitioas  cofioms ;  among  which,  tbejr 
are'iaid  to  murder  a  yoang  boy  and  girl,  in  the 
form  of  a  facrifice.  Many  idols  are  certainly 
WOrAtipped  by  the  women  of  the  fultan*s  Ha- 
rem; and  whep  (he  mountaineers  are  ip  want  of 
rain,  they  offer  a  kind  of  facrifice  to  |in  i'magina« 
ty  being,  whom  t|iey  defdribe  as  the  deit|  of  the 
laoantams.  ' 

The  people  of  Pageon,  a  country  on  the  weft, 
ar^  faid  to  nave  come  from  the  vicinity  of  iViois ; 
^  have  conquered  the  eoantry,  now  called  Far, 
and  to  have  held  it  in  their  pofleffionj  till  their 
power  was  eshaufted,  by  frequent  civil  conten- 
tions, upon  which  the  prefent  race  of  kings  fuc- 
ceeded,  though  fi^m  what  origin  our  aathor  could 
not  poffibly  difcover.  It  is  faid,  that  the  people 
Of  Dageou  had  a  cuftom  of  kindling  a  fire  on  the 
inauguration  of  their  king,  which  was  carefully 
kept  up,  till  the  hour  of  his  death.  At  prefent 
the  Furiaus  fpread  the  carpets  of  the  feveral  de- 
Mifed  tttltaus  before  a  new  prince;  and- from 

the 
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t^epnOtbe  ohiifei,  they  veotare  to  predift,  that 
it  coodttft  will  be  fimilar  to  that  of  itt  foroior 
poiTcifor. 

In  Kor^ofdOf  the  people  were  gOTerned  by  a 
Itiog,  named  Ahli  Calik,  whom  mf  ftiil  regard 
with  the  greateft  love  and  Teoeration.  and 
wbo»  during  a  period  of  fourteen  years,  hat  been 
tlwa^t  renowned  for  his  jn(iice  and  probity.  The 
kingt  of  kordofan  had  been  deputed  .by  the 
Mecque  of  Sennaar,  till  after  the  death  of  the 
fon  of  this  celebrated  prince,  when  it  was  reduo* 
ed  under  the  power  or  the  Furians. 

Afnou,  a  country  beyond  Borneo,  to  the  weft« 
wardr  it  reputed  to  produce  fo  great  an  abund« 
ance  of  filver,  that  defenfive  armourj  conftruded 
of  that  metal,  is  frequently  worn  by  the  natives. 
The  coats  of  mail  are  reprefented  at  extremely 
beautiful;  and  it  is  fa|d  that  pieces  are  formed 
of  the  fame  material,  fpr  the  prote&ion  of  the 
headt  aiid  breads  of  the  warrior't  horfes. 

Dar  Kulla,  among  the  foothern  countries,  it  a 
place  oif  gre»t  refort,  to  the  Jelabt  of  Bergoo 
and  Fur,  who  trade  thither  with  fait,  copper,  Ike, 
in  order,  to  procure  ilaves.  Twelve  paunds  of 
fait  is  computed  equivaleht  to  the  value. of  a 
male  ilave,  and  £fteen^as  the  price  of  a  female; 
(f  copper  be  t|ie  medium/  two  rotals  are  reckon* 
ed  equal  to  foj«r  of  fal;^.  .  A  large  fort  of  Vene* 
tian  glafs  beads,  called  hoddur,  are  here  held  in 
great  ejlimatiqn,  and  of  tin  are  fabricated  rings 
and  other  perfonal  ornaments.,  The  natiyes  are 
4|^cribed^as  partly  Negroes  and  partly  of^  cop* 
per  cplour ;  tbe^r  laniguage  It  nafal,  y^t  6mple  in 
its  C9nilrudion,  and  eaiily  attained;  their  devo- 
tion is  idolatry,  their  perfons  cleanly,  and  their 
Qiercaatile  tranfa^ons  marked  with  the  moft 

punctilious 
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pandilioat  honeftf.  In  that  part  of  the  eoantryf 
known  to  the  Jelahi,  there  ii  a  forereign  $  th6 
left  if  inhabited  by  a  number  of  fooial]  trtbea,  who 
•re  raled  by  their  refpe6Uve  chiefs.  Thev  bavt 
fome  ferry-boats  oppn  the  rirer,  that  are  impel- 
led partly  by  poles  and  partlv  by  a  double  oar. 
The  nature  of  the  foil  and  the  abundant  fuppbr 
of  water  are  fo  conducive  to  the  growth  of  their 
trees,  that  many  of  them,  when  hollowed  out, 
are  large  enough  to^form  a  canoe  for  the  accom- 
modation of  ten  perfons. 

Jeiabs«  who  have  vifited  Dar  Bergoo,  defcribe 
the  natives  of  that  country  as  a  warlike  people, 
who  frequently  make  war,  by  fodden  incnrfions, 
and  fpread  ruin  and  devaftation  over  a  confider- 
Able  jpace  in  fhprt  time.  Their  womeb  are  al- 
ways left  behind  at  thefe  times,  which  renders 
their  military  operations  more  fucceftful  than 
thofe  of  the  Furians,  who  follow  an  •oppoiite 
praAice.  Some  of  the  idolatrous  nations,  depend- 
ent on  Bergoo,  are  Aid  never  to  retreat  from  an 
engagement  J  the  heads  of  their  fpears  are  heat- 
ed in  a  fire,  by  the  females,  who  march  In  the 
rear,  and  they  likewife  make  ufe  of  poifoned  ar« 
rows. 

In  a  remote  part  of  the  Pagan  country,  called 
Gnum  Gnum  by  the  Arabs,  the  j«ople  are  de* 
fcribed  as  cannibals)  and  feveral  nives,  bronght 
from  thence,  have  readily  acknowledged,  that 
they  devour  their  prifonera  of  war.  They  alfO 
firip  the  ikin  itom  the  hands  and  faces  of  theit 
ilaughtered  enemies,  and  after  ibme  (light  pre^: 
paration.  wear  them  aa  peculiar  marks  of  tri« 
iimpb.  Their  fpears  or  javelins  are  of  irob, 
wrought  by  themlSBlves,  and  poifoned  ini  the 
iioft  dreadful  manner^  by  being  heated  to  red* 

neisa 
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\mSh  iipd  ftuck  io  the  tronk  of  a  f^rHqiiiaf 
tfiMt  wbich  jipldt  tbe  moft  deidljr  juioe  for 

Itheir  pnrpQfe. 

After  wiittBf  ia  eMcAatjon  of  (bme  radfeli 
Ibr  bit  wrongly  a  coonderpble  tiin«,  at  £1  Pafkr 
er,  our  ant£>r  was  ai  lengtb  iotrodoced  bgr  Ibp 
||p|eb  Ibrabinit  to  tbe  foltaa,  wbo  bating  beard 
m  natnre  of  bit  oooi|ilaint«  addrefl*ed  bimfelf  in 
I  ibort»  bat  energetic  barangne»  to  AJi  Hamad* 
tba  treacbereaa£^tor»  and  to  HolBen,  9  perfoa 
wbo  bad  accofod  tbe  Soropean  falfely.  "  One^** 
fidd  be,  taming  to  Ali,  "  calli  b^felf  wakil  of 
tbe  franki  whereu.  ^  be  were  a  (hereef  and  • 
m6flim»  at  be  pretendt,  be  maft  know,  thtt  tb« 
Uw  of  Mtbomet  permiit  not  a  m&flim  to  bo , 
wakil  to  a  Caffrei  another  callt  bimfelf  bit 
friend,  jet  botb  are  agreed  in  depriviiigiiiai  o| 
bit  propertT>  and  in  ufurping  tbe  aatbority  of 
tbjt  lawi ;  bencefortb^  therefore,  I  am  bis  wakil* 
and  will  grant  him  my  protedioo.**    All  the 

Crtiet  were  then  coipmaoded  to  retire  to  th^ 
ofe  of  Mafa  Wullad  JefflHio,  melek  of  the  Je* 
Itbt,  wbofe  appropriate  jorifdi^on  exteodt  to 
the  concerns  of  all  foreign  mercbantt. 

On  his  introdtidion  to  this  man,  wbo  wtt  de«' 
fcribed  by  all  who  knew  him,  pt  pofleffiog  ^ 
boaodlels  tmbition,  together  with  tb^  moft  con^ 
fammate  diffimalat^Mii  Mr.  Browne  was  agree* 
ll^  rurprifed,  by  the  gracefbl  dignity  of  hii 
manners,  and  a  more  poHflied  converfation,  tbai| 
^e  had  yet  expeiienced  in  the  ooaotry.  Daring 
ibr^  days,  our  traveller  Wat  honour^  by  fitting 
with  him,  and  partakttig  of  the  provifions  thpf 
erowotd  his  table,  with  an  ahmdaff,  if  not  a  di^ 
licate^  fapplyi  and,  in  con(e^neo€»  of  this  diflKiNs 
|ai4l«g  aar^  of  £ivoar*.  the  babanoor  ofih» 
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tdWhJrnDen  begin  gradually  to  titer,  ^iiJd  *Mi 
Browne  wai  foon  refpeaed  by  the  princf^l  p 
pie  of  the  place.  '    .     '    ' 

*'  leaving  given  a  foil  and  fatiafa^iory  ice^MiL, 
tit  the  loifes  be  had  Aiftained,  finee  h2a^aifiy|l  a 
Dar  Fut*,  our'aathor  received  fo  ooQteroptible 
^dinpenfation  by  wiy  of  redreff,'iba^  hepotnH' 
t6\f  obfervet,  he  wai  ht/ulted  with^emoclcei 
of  joftice,  yet  hecefiitated  to  thank  faia  oppreflb 
for  that,  which  was  merely  reodeted  incompletelattoner  gave 
jb/  their  corruption  and  m^ljgnity;  ad  then  plu 

'^^ik^  firft  week  of  the  month  Habla.el  4chirp  ft,  eiadly 
%aA  diftingniflied  by  a  fefliva1>  called;  "the  lea-   (beep }  b 
th^ring  of  the  kettle-druirt.**    Durinjp  ita  conti-  rben  theo 
Una  nee,  which  is  ufually  eight  or  ten  days,  all  rft  had  bor 
the  inhabitants,  Except  afbfoftite  mendicants,  are  ot  the  three 
jobltged   to  prefent  their  fovereiffn  with  fome  ice  of  the 
inark  of  reiped,  according  to  their  ratfk,  and  carceiy  had 
the  meleks  aco()«nMn^  rith  a  view 

prefeints,  of  coieTm^ble  valae.  In  return  for  laves  of  th 
this  involuntary  Ifberality  of  the  t^ople^the  fnU  ball  block, 
tan's  kitchen  is  thrown  open  for  tbe|>obUc}  btit  vithan  ajce, 
lb  great  a  number  of  animala  ^re  'ilaaghtered'bn|heB  left  the 
the  fiiii  d^y,  that  the  greaterj>9tt  isp  obliged  toLanity  affon 
be  eaten  in  a  corrupted  iiate.  This  fedivalls  sflfol  Towards  t 
AaJlLied  by  a  review  of  the  troops,  but  as  theiilroops  was  r( 
e^utHrian  exerciftifs  ^r^  Wtb1i\g  .more  than  aolo  KbrdofEoi 
av^kward  imir'atron  'of  the^Ma(nelnk(^,  a  pai:tiA|i(hed  of  the 
colar  dclcription  m^ft  of  neceiffity  prove  i^&i^t&'f  poils  of  Ha 
fefting  to  the  reader.;'  -  lonfifting  ol 

^  In-thc  fummc^r  bf  t7Q4,'6vc  meft  were  brought  lad  two  hui 
from  fome  of  the  prot^liicesto  I^  Faiher,  under  kffion  clofe( 
jfn  accu(^tiot)r  (if  ca^t^fpondtng  witL  the  rebelU-  pes  of  infer] 
t^k  leader,  in  Kbrdbtdn  This  charge  was'deemi*  fcopolace  re 
CtffntiSctetithv  tbei'iKtan,  to  4'an^ion  their  death  r  Long  Uvi 
i&d  h^  tittorcbiigl/  ifluedl>tirw<m)iets  li)rthei#|iaoriooa.** 
"^       '  ^'  esecutiooil  Vol.  XX 
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tion,  witboot  wy  form  of  trial,  or  iartliar 
eiligitioD  of  the  boilncfii.  A  little  after  nooa 
were  led  to  the  merket-plaee,  loeded  with 
OS,  and  efcorted  by  a  few  of  the  royal  Hafea* 
arriviil  aAbile  fe? oral  melekt  were  cominaiided  to  attend, 
raptfblci  iliat  ihef  migbt  know  wbat  to  eiped,  if  tbejr 
bie  potlHwiild  ever  pro?e  temifii  in  tbeir  duty.  Tbreo 
I  mockiemf  tbe  prifooert  were  very  yooog  meo,  tbe  young - 
oppreflbnlft  apparently  fe? cnteeo  yean  of  age  The  exe* 
complete^  otioner  gave  thin  time  to  titter  a  (bort  prayer* 
ad  then  plunged  a  knife  in  tbe  neck  of  tbe  old- 
el  4cbir^  A,  exadlv  in  tbe  fame  manner  at  tbey  daughter 
'''the  lea-  (beep ;  ne  fell*  and  ftroggled  for  fome  time* 
Its  conti-  ihen  the  others  fuflPered  in  their  turn.  The  two 
day^y  all  rft  bad  borne  tbeir  fate  with  great  refolution» 
cants,  are  at  the  three  laft  were  much  agitated,  and  the 
i^u  J-  1^  ^^  ^1^^  youngeft  was  bedewed  with  tears* 
carccly  had  the  fpedtators  fatiated  themfelvea 
ith  a  view  of  this  horrid  facrifice,  when  the 


tth  fome 
aak«  and 

ions  with 


etnrn  for  laves  of  the  executioner  brought  forward  a 


>  the  fbl< 


t>lic ;  but  rith  an  ajie,  in  order  to  obtain  their  fetters,  and 


hteredVn 
obliged  t6 

yalls^fo 

t  as  thei^ 


I*  a  pahi^ 
a  i^ni^te^ 


(bnmght 
T,  under 
i  rebelU- 
ardeem- 
cir  death 


Lecutiop; 


inall  block,  and  cut  off  tbe  feet  of  the  vidima 


hen  left  the  bodies  as  they  were,  till  private  bu- 
oanity  afforded  them  a  peaceful  grave. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1795,  a  body  of 
roops  was  reviewed,  previous  to  their  marching 


than  an  o  KbrdofEn,  where  near  half  the  army  had  pe* 


i(hed  of  the  fmall-pox.  Upon  this  occafi6n  the 
poils  of  Hattam  were  ollentatioufly  exhibited, 
^nfifting  of  eighty  ilaves  $  five  hundred  oven, 
ad  two  hundr^  fine  camels.  The  whole  pro- 
ceffion  dofed  with  eighty  borfes,  and  many  arti-^ 
lies  of  inferior  value,  borne  by  fiaves,  while  the 
lopulaoe  ren( .  tbe  air  with  exclamations  of» 
'  Long  live  tlie  Sultan,  may  God  render  him 


Idrthdf    idonoua.' 
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'    Xf  during  Ui  refldence  at  £1  Faflier  am 

Cobb^,  Mr.  BrdwDO  liid  Hftdeived'iiHiny  tflu 

•nceti  tkit  the  oiooareb  intended  to  detain  bi 

In  the  country,  be  f^dently  threw  out  man 

litnta»  wbidh  Mached  the  rojrai  ear,  and  oltimat 

U  proved  of  the  greateft  advantage.    He  the 

dre#  up  a  petition  to  the  fttltan,  in  which  he  rei|nUoal  foo 

pcated  the  liatnre  of  hit  folfcringt,  and  earnrf))  Jyeekt,  hit 

begged  leave  to  proceed  on  his  joarney  to  Kordome  waa  ^na 

An;    lb  thii  r^ueft,  howler,  no  anfwer  waj     On  the 

given,  and  Mr./Brownei  therefore,  iprefeiitci  parted  frp 

bimfelf  at  conrt.  In  ^rder  td  obtain  feme  fatif  down.^he.! 

faAion.    No  anfwer  waa  ftill  given  to  thai  par  o.    Hit  li 

of  the  petition  which  related  to  our  anthor't  pro  cident,  bu 

grefs}  but  the  foltan,  who  had  received  the  value  ginopg  wb 

of  feven  hundred  and  fifty  piaflrei,  in  goods,  from 

ihd  European,  ceibdefcendcd  to  give  him  twenty 

indifferent  oxen,  fiiat  irere  only  worth  a  little 

more  than  one  n«th  of  that  fum.    "  The  fta(e 

of  my  purfe,"  fays  our  traveller,  *'  would  not  per 

mit  noe  to  refufe  this  paltry  fupply,  and  I  trade 

adieu  to  £1  Faflier,  as  i  hoped,  for  ever." 

Having  made  fuitable  preparations  for  his  jour 
ney  into  Egypt,  be  now  joined  the  chabir«  <k 
leader  of  the  caravan,  who  was  encamped  at  Le 
Haimer,  about  three  days  journey  from  Cobbc, 
and  who  commenced  bis  route  on  the  fixth  day 
of  the  fecond  month  after  the  Ramadan.  The 
caravan  then  proceeded  by  Bir  el  Malah,  Leghea, 
Selime  SlVeb,  and  Elwah.  Their  provifions  were 
coarfe,  and  in  fmall  quantity,  which,  together 
with  heat  and  fatigue,  affiidediOur  author  with 
a  diarrhcea.  At  Beiris  they  were  met  by  a  ca- 
&ef,  who  welcomed  the  Jelabs  with  a  difplay  of 
fire- works,  treated  them  with  coffee,  and  pre- 
fented  to  each  of  Ibechief  merchanti  a  bepifli 
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^ir  lOVrf  AUn  LTBf A.  Ill 

^f  coarfe  cloth,  Ibr  wMgh*  however,  lie  eipeQedt 

ive  la  rctoriif  vhofe  valoe  w«t  ten  timet  at  great 

the  prefent.    Oo  o«r  luthor'f  arrivjtiat  A(li(it» 

ke  was  much  deb^litatedj  by  the  tiie&.  ol*  bit  di- 

rrhoBfi  and  aa  abftinence  of  four  montbA  from 

inUpal  food ;  but  after  a  repofe  of  about  three 

reeki,  hU  diforder  was  cooiiderahly  abated^  and 

^e  was  enabled  to  proceed  to  Cairo. 

On  the  3d  of  DetTmber,  l  yyO^  Mr.  Browne  de- 
parted frpcfi  , the  Bgypiian  capital,  and  failed 
iown,the,Nile,in  a  fmall  boat,  towarcJii  Damiet« 
ta.  Hit  little  voya((9  afforded  no  remarkable  in- 
cident, but  be  paiTed  feveral  conliderable  towna^ 
kmopg  which  he  meptiofis  Manfura,  at  beiqg  re« 
Imarkablfi  for  the  defeat  of  St.  Louis»  ai  it  pr«« 
Iferved  in  .memory  by  its  ;appeIlation,  which  (ig* 
loifiejiy  **  The  place  of  vi&ory."  During  a  flay 
lof  only  9:  few  hpura,  it  wa«  impofliblo  to  afccr-' 
|tain  the^)(|^pt  of  its  popnlation,  &c.  but  our  au^ 
Ithor  obferves,  its  fituatibn  it  fo  well  adapted  foe 
trade,  tjiat  nioft  of  the  inhabitants  are  in  eaf/ 
drqam^aacca.  The  moique^  amount  to  feven* 
and  tbJQ  ^ovfrpmepit  is  vefted  in  a  caikef,  wh* 
|is  deputed  by  Ibrahiaa  Bey. 

In;  the  fapfe  route,  about  half  Way  between 
ICairo  ap«i  ManHira,  are  Ctuated  MSct  Ghram- 
roer-and  Sifte,  on  oppofite  banks  of  the  Nile. 
They  are  both  towns  of  the  fecond  order,  and 
abound  ^ith  Mahometan  i  ohabi  tan  ts.  The  bread^li 
olf  the  river  does  not  here  exceed  three  hundred 
yards,  but  its  deffth  is  conBderable.  It  may  here 
be  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  greatefl  breadth  of 
tbe  Nil^,  Wh^o  free  from  inundation,  imay  be  ef- 
tltilatoi  at  raOier;  0^01*1^  than  poe-third  of  a  mile^ 
Id  the  na'rroweft  {Tart,  the  diflance  between  the 

banks 
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banks  maf^be  ooe  btindred  yardi)  tbe  depth,] 
Irom  three  to  twentf-four  feet. 

Id  the  Delta*  are  fevrral  large  towni^  of{ 
which  the  chief  ii  Mehalle  el  Kebir,  the  neit 
in  (ice  and  importaaoe,  are  Semmenetd  and  Me< 

On  the  5th  of  the  month,  our  traTeller  arrived 
at  the  noted  port  of  Damietta,  which  prefents  a 
beautiful  afped,  on  the  6rft  approach  from  tbe 
ibuth,  as  the  town  is  built  en  a  gentle  bend  of 
the  river,  fomewhat  in  the  form  of  a  erefcent; 
and  18  furrounded  witl^  a  charming  extent  d[ 
cultivation,  that  leaches  to  the  lake  of  Manzale. 
The  foil  IS  almoft  unrivalled  in  point  of  excel- 
lence, and  is  richly  clothed  with  an  exuberant 
Tegetation,  rendered  peculiarly  delightful,  by  a 
profu6on  of  orange  and  lemon  trees,  that  diffofe 
their  aromatic  odours  round  the  country,  while 
the  celebrated  papyrus  fprings  up,  in  verdant 
fptkes,  to  hide  the  deformity  of  the  adjacent 
ditches. 

This  plant  was  formerly  produced  in  fuch 
abundance  near  Damietta^  that  ileeping  mats 
were  formed  of  it,  and  were  traniported  to 
feveral  parts  of  Lower  Egpyt.  But  fince  the  ig- 
norance and  fuperiority  of  the  Mamelukes  have 
permitted  the  channel  of  the  Nile  to  defert  its 
proper  bed,  and  confequently  to  give  accefs  to  the 
lea  waier,  the  plants  of  papyrus,  and  all  the  other 
vegetables,  have  gradually  drooped  and  expired, 

*  To  form  •  general  idea  of  the  Delta,  the  reader  may 
contemplate  a  vaft  plain,  interfered  by  fmall  channeU,  in 
all  dircttiona.  The  canal  of  Menuf  ia  almoft  the  only 
confiderable  ftream  by  which,  with  the  ai&ftance  of  pumps, 
the  intcrfticca  are  watered  and  brouthl  to  the  utmqft  fer« 
tllity, 

amidft 
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limtdft .  Ibd  iafalttbrious  cfHavia  of  a  roarine 
ioar(b.  Formerly  the  papyras  was  known  to 
{low  to  the  height  of  nine  feet ;  the  ftem  waa 
about  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  fufficiently  flrong 
I  to  ferve  for  the  purpofe  of  a  walking  ftick. 

Malberry  trees  and  plantains  frequently  em- 
Ibelliih  the  gardens  of  Damietta.  The  tethjma-* 
las,  or  wart  weed,  aboands  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Scamniiony  is  by  no  means  uncommon  $  and  lu- 
cerne grow8»  in  various  parts,  with  fotpri6ng  lux- 
oriance.  The  eaftern  fide  of  the  river,  from  Da- 
I  mietta  to  the  northern  extremity  of  the  coaft,  conr 
fifts  entirely  of  fand  hills,  and  the  greateit  part  of 
the  road  is  lined  with  reeds.  ■ 

"The  town  is  conftantly  enlivened  by  trade,  as 
it  is  the  dep6t  between  Egypt,  and  Lybia,  and 
the  mart  for  all  the  produdions  of  the  Delta, 
Its  European  commerce  is  now  very  fmall,  a  few 
Veaetian  and  Ralbfan  veiTels  fometimes  bring 
cochineal  and  other  commodities,  and  formerly 
there  were  feveral  French  merchants,  but  their 
imfconduft  was  fuch,  with  regard  to  the  ladies^ 
that  the  natives  infilled  upon  their  expulHoo. 

Of  ruins,  there  are  two  mounts,  near  the  eaft- 
ern  extremity  of  the  town  ,  on  the  moft  north« 
em  of  them  is  part  of  a  ftrong  brick  wall,  faid 
to  have  been  part  of  an  ancient  caftle.  From 
this  elevation  may  be  feen  the  places,  called 
the  Field  of  Blood,  where  the  conflict  between 
the  Chrillians  and  Saracens  is  reported  t6  have 
been  fo  obiiinate,  that  the  earth  and  water  were 
enfanguiufji  for  a  confiderable  time  after  the 
battle;  and  where  St.  Louis,  according  to  tho 
Arabs,  was  taken  prifoner. 

An  ancient  round  edifice,  ftyled  the  Tower  of 
Stk  Lolsis,  itas  b<%a  lately  fo  much  dilapidated^ 

h5  thar 
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tbat  oa  vedige  now  remaio*,  bat  a  piece  of  brick 
wall>  which  originally  ftood  on  the  outfide  of  the 
moat,  and  of  which  the  mortar  it  eqoally  hard 
with  the  brick.  The  re6due  of  the  materialt 
was  remofed  to  the  extremitj  of  the  fliore,  by 
order  of  Mohammed  Bey  Aba-dhabab»  whole 
faar  of  the  Ruffians  induced  him  to  ered  a  fort, 
at  a  great  expence ;  which,  being  built  on  the 
faod^  is  now  in  a  ruinous  condition^  and  partly 
furrounded  bf  the  water. 

Two  mofques  were  obferved  in  the  town  by 
our  author,  which  he  pronounces  the  only  objects 
worthy  of  further  remark.  One  of  them  is  an 
ancient*,  famous  edifice,  faid  to  have  been  ered- 
ed  on  the  ruins  of  a  Chriftian  church.  It  is  of 
confiderablcv  extent,  and  contains  a  number  of 
marble  columns,  one  of  whith  is  of  porphyry 
and  another  of  red  granite.  One,  of  yellow  and 
white  marble,  is  fuppofed  by  the  fuperftitious 
natives,  to  have  the  virtue  of  caring  the  jaun- 
dice, and  is  frequently  fcraped  by  the  poorer 
clafs,  who  adually  drink  the  powder,  as  an  in- 
fallible reftorative.  The  other  mofque  is  a  rich 
foundation,  reputed  to  maintain  near  Ax  hundred 
indigent  (hecbs,  who  are  either  paralytic  or  afflid- 
ed  with  blindnefs. 

Of  ti)e  population  of  Damietta»  feme  idea 
m9y  be  formed,  from  the  number  of  mofques, 
which  are  laid  to  amount  to  fourteen.  There  is 
likewife  a  Greek  convent,  which  is  appropriated 
to  the  accommodation  of  flrangers,  as  there  is 
no  caravanfera  in  the  place.  A  confiderable 
manufadory  is  a[fp  eftabl^bed,  for  cotton  and 

*  Thit  iBofque  i«  o«w  defertady  aad  in  •  great  meafurc 
f alien  to  decay. 
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linen  dotbt,  that  are  fold  for  the  nfe  of  the 
batb  and  other  domeftie  porpofrt. 

The  lake  ManzaU,  already  adverted  to,  is  rather 
more  than  thirty  miles  in  lenpth«  and  jt  navigat- 
ed b¥  a  number  of  fmall  vefleli,  that  are  either 
employed  in  fiOiing  or  in  tranfporttng  paflen- 
gert  to  apd  from  the  iflandt.  This  lake  abounds 
with  a  fort  of  mullet,  called  c&ri,  which  is  dried, 
and  falted  at  Damietta,  from  whence  i,t  is  fent, 
through  Lower  Egypt  and  Lybia,  to  Cyprus.  It 
is  eaten  with  avidity  by  the  poorer  clafs  of  peo- 
ple, and  by  the  Chriftiant,  in  their  days  of  abftin- 
ence^  though  it  affords  an  infipid  and  infalubri- 
oat  meal.  The  defert  iflandt,  that  diverfify  the 
appearance  of  the  lake,  are  occafiona^ly  vifited 
bf  great  nurobert  of  aquatic  birds,  which  are  en- 
fnared  in  nett,  and  furnifli  a  livelihood  to  many 
perfont,  who  carry  them  to  market.  The  water 
of  this  lake  is  brackifli,  bot  not  drongly  impreg- 
nated with  fait.  Where  the  moft  eafterly  branch 
of  the  Nile  fell  into  it^  are  ftill  fome  remains  of 
the  city  of  Tunis ;  but  our  author  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  gratifying  himfelf  and  the  public^  by 
an  examination  of  tbe  fpot. 

<Mtting  Damietta,  on  the  iptb  of  January, 
1^,  Mr.  Browne  oiabarked  in  a  fmall  trading 
vefiel,  bound  la  the  coaA  of  Lybia,  and  com- 
manded by  an  Amh,  'the  weather  proving  flormy, 
and  the  mariners  being  extreniely  unikilful,  the 
voyage  wat  rendered  very  dangerous,  and  part  of 
the  cargo,  confifiiiig  of  rice  and  raw  hides,  wat 
of  neceflity  thrown  overboard,  while  another 
veflel,  that  failed  in  company,  was  fwallowed  up 
in  the  mercilefs  deep.  At  length,  however,  the 
feameo  difcovered  the  mountain  of  Ghaza,  and 

after 


TBATBLt 


i\6  brownb's 

af^er  a  mlferable  paflage  of  five  dayii  our  travellcT 
landed  at  the  town  of  Yaffe. 

Tbqi  iituation  of  this  town,  which  is  neajtly 
t»uilt  of  ilonie,  is  To  very  unequal,  that  the  ftceets 
are  paved  in  fleps.  It  containi  three  fmali  con* 
vents  of  Cbriflians,  viz.  Aroienian^  Greek,  and 
Roman  Catholic ;  and  a  few  Jews.  Thetowf),U 
M^alled,  and  has  three  gates,  two  of  which  (lill 
remain,  but  one  of  the  principal  ones  is  (l^ut  up. 
It  is  provided  with  an  excellent  wharfs  an  objed 
rather  extraordinary  in  the  Levant^ bnt  Ihips  can- 
not poflibly  come  up  to  it,  nor  is  there  any  iecure 
place  of  anchorage.  The  air  wa^  formerly  deem- 
ed unhealthy,  but  has  been  late]/  purified  by  the 
draining  of  the  adjacent 'ma r(hes.  The  beauti* 
ful  and  extenfive  eroves  of  orai^ge  and  lemon 
trees,  which  formerly  embellifhed  the  neighbour* 
hood,  have,  however,  been  defiroyed,  in  the  (ieges 
undertaken  by  AH  Bey  and  bis  fucceflbr,  Mo- 
hammed Abu-dhabab,  when  the  Mamelukes  cut 
down  thefe  charming  treef,  for  the  purpofe  of 
fuel.  The  government  is  new  mild,  beiiig  veil- 
ed in  an  officer,  appointed  by  the  port }  and,  not- 
withdanding,  the  commerce  is  fmall,  the  popula- 
tion gradually  increaling,  may  be  computed  at 
near  (even  tboufand  individuals.  Water  is  fcarce, 
bein?  carried  by  the  women,  though  there  is  a 
fmalT  river  in  the  vicinage.  One  of  the  gover- 
nors deiigned  to  remedy  thi^  inconvenience,  but, 
previous  to  the  execution  of  his  laudable  plan,  he 
fuflfered  an  untimely  death,  by  command  of  Jez- 
zar  Pa(ha,  of  Damafcus. 

Having  procured  two  mules,  for  himfelf  and 
his  fervant,  and  having  obtained  permiflion  from 
the  agent  of  the  convent,  to  vi(it  Jerufalera,  Mr. 
Browne  proceeded  to  Rama^  diflant  about  three 

hours. 
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boan,  where  he  arrived  fafely,  after  viewiog  fe- 
fen  villagei,  in  bis  way  from  Yaflfe. 

Rama  is  pleafantly  fitoated,  on  a  good  foil ; 
farniihed  with  a  fpacious  and  welUbuih  convent, 
of  the  Francifcan  order,  and  rendered  peculiarly 
interefiing,  by  the  proximity  of  fomc  ancient 
groves  of  olive  trees. 

Next  morning*  but  traveller  refumrd  his  jour- 
ney, and  proceeded  over  a  rugged,  barren,  and 
Dionntainons  country,  till  about  fun-fet,  when 
he  entered  the  gate  of  Jerufalem.  His  fervant, 
having  loitered  behind,  was  Aopped  by  foroe 
wandering  Arabs,  thrown  from  his  mule,  aihd 
robbed.  As  the  weather  was  intenfely  cold,  and 
fnow  began  to  fall,  the  profped  of  the  celebrated 
city  was  not  then  fufficiently  interefiing,  to  gra- 
tis the  European's  expedation.  It  is  feated  on 
an  eminence,  and  its  walls,  which  remain  tolera- 
bly perfed,  and  are  conftruded  of  a  reddi(h  ftone, 
fbrm  the  chief  objed  in  the  approach.  The  reli- 
gions of  Terra  Santa  are  poflfefled  of  great  pow- 
er, and  their  manufadure  of  reliques,  crucifixes, 
chaplets,  &c.  is. in  a  mod  flourifliing  date;  yet 
the  church  of  the  holy  fepulchre  is  fo  (hamef  nify 
neglected,  that  the  beams,  faid  to  be  cedar,  are  fall- 
inpr  to  decay,  and  the  whole  roof  is  fo  materially 
injured,  that  the  fnow  defcends  into  the  midf^of 
the  chuFch.  The  Armenians  have  a  convent, 
that  is  exceedingly  handfome,  and  fufficiently 
large,  to  yield  accommodation  for  a  thou  fa  nd 
pilgrims.  The  Catholic  convent  has  a  large,  fub- 
terraneous  ci()ern,  which  receives  the  fnow  as  it 
melts  from  the  roof  and  other  parts,  and  thus 
fupplies  the  monks  with  water^  for  a  confidera- 
Ue  part  of  the  year. 

The 
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\  The  Mount  of  Olives,  on  the  eaft  of  the  city, 

commands  the  beft  view  of  Jerufalem.  In  front 
is  the  chief  moifque,  faid,  by  the  Mahometans, 
to  contain  the  body  of  Solomon.  From  the  fame 
mount  may  be  fecn,  in  clear  weather,  the  Dead 
Sea,  in  a  direction  nearly  fouth-eattj  the  inter- 
vening region  is  extreniely  rocky. 

The  iombs  of  the  kings  are  compofed  of  hard 
rock,  and  embelliflied  with  Grecian  fcQlp^uie. 
On  tfje  (arcophagi  are  numerous  ornaments  of 
fbriaoTA  and  flowers,  and  each  apartment  is  (^ 
ciired  with  a  heavy  pahnelled  door,  of.Aqtie. 
They  are  fuppofed  to  have  been'condruift^d  by 
command  of  Herod  and  his  fucceflbrs,  who  fway- 
ed  the  fceptre  of  Judea ;  hut  they  are  now  n^- 
terially  injured,  by  the  attempts  of  various  pet- 
ions,  to  difcover  bidden  treafures. 

Bethlehem  is  fituated  at  the  distance  of  .fix 
nfiiles,  in  a  beautiful  country,  bleft  with  a  faluttfi- 
ous  air  and  abundant  fertility.  The  water  is 
conveyed  in  a  low  aquedud,  which  formerly  pair- 
ed to  Jefulalem.  The  Fons  Signatus  is  a  chsHrni- 
ing  fpfing,  yielding  a  couftant  fupply  to  three 
large  ciHerns,  one  of  which  is  in  tolerable  pre- 
fenvation.  At  a  fmialt  di^^ce  ,from  thefe,  a 
beautiful  rivulet,  called  t^e  Deliciae  Solomonis, 
Inves  the  herbage  of  the  valleyj  and  fertilizes 
fome  fins  gardens ;  while  the  circumjacent  foil 
is  richly  clothed  wilh  a»v  elegaut  aflemblage  of 
fig-trees,  vin.es,  and  olives- 

About  the  fame  diftance,  towards  tlic  Wilder-  , 
nefs,  (lands  thq  convent  of  $t.  John,  in  the  fnidil 
of  a 'pi£lurefque  «nd  biKhly'romantic  country. 


pleafantly  fpotted  wi til  olive  trecB  and  vineyards 

here  extremely  cu- 
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ings  and  decltvities,  little  walls  are  built,  for  the 
purpoie  of  foftaining  the  foil,  and  forming  nar- 
rovr  terraces.  Thb  earth  is  tarred  ap  with  fmall 
ploQghs*  drawn  by  oxen,  and  it  requires  a  dexter- 
ous driver  to  taro  his  plough  in  Inch  a  manner 
as  to  avoid  damaging  the  walls.  The  cultivation 
is  generally  crowned  with  abundant  fuccer^. 

Of  cattle,  the  breed  is  generally  fitiallj  horfcn 
are  very  fcarce;  and  tifCtn,  refembling  thofe  of 
Europe,  are  commonly  ufed  for  travelling. 

The  population  of  Jerufalcm  may  be  edimated 
at  near  twenty  thoufand  fouls.  The  government 
IS  in  the  hands  of  an  aga,  who  receives  his  autho- 
rity from  the  paiha  of  Damafcus;  his  troops, 
however,  are  fo  incon(iderable,  that  the  whole  of 
Paleftine  maybe  regarded  as  In  the  power  of  the 
Arabs.  Arabic  is  the  general  language,  except 
among  the  Greeks  and  Armenians.,  The  Ch rif-* 
tian  women,  who  abound  in  the  city,  arediftiu- 
guiihed  from  the  believers  of  the  Koran,  by  white 
veils.  The  Mahometans,  indeed,  wear  a  (imitat 
article  of  drefs,  but  always  of  another  colour. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  1707,  our  author  quitted 
Jerufalem,  and  after  riding  about  three  hours, 
arrived  at  Beneth,  where  he  devoted  the  night  to 
repofe,  and  on  the  following  day  pnrfued  his 
route  to  Naplofa,  the  capital  of  the  diltri£t  called 
Samaria. 

This  town  is  pleafantly  iituated  between  two; 
hills,  upon  one  of  which  is  the  caiile.  It  has 
ieveral  mofques,  and  carries  on  a  confiderable' 
trade  with  DaHnafcus  arid  the  coaft ;  there  is  al- 
fo  a  cotton'  manufadure.  The  government  is  no^ 
minally  veftetl  in  a  perfon  depured  from  the  pa-'' 
iba  ofDdmafcqs,  but  in  fa6k  condaded  by  the 
principal  inhabitants.    The  population  is  Ij^rge^ 
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inelading  niaoy  Jews  of  the  Samaritan  berefjr  i 
bat  the  natives  are  very  hoftile  to  Cbriftiant,  who 
have  no  eOabUihment  bere.  The  adjacent  conn- 
try  if  agreeably  divertilied  with  billtand  valleyi, 
and  is  in  general  covered  with  vines  and  mul- 
berry trees. 

Dnring  the  firft  part  of  bis  journey  from  Na« 
plofa  to  Nazareth,  Mr.  Browne  obferves  the  road 
was  rocky  and  mountainous,  and  be  only  difco- 
vered  three  villages  in  the  fpace  of  at  many 
hours ;  but  the  vales  were  literally  filled  with 
vines,  fig-trees,  and  olives,  and  even  the  rocks 
were  frequently  (haded  with  a  charming  variety 
of  vegetation.  Having  paflfed  the  mountains 
£bal  andGerizim,  he  came  to  an  ex  ten  five  plain, 
of  excellent  land,  from  whence  he  difcovered  a 
fmall  fortrefs,  which  repulfed  Jezzar  Paflia,  who 
undertook  to  dorm  it  with  five  thoufand  men 
and  fome  pieces  of  cannon.  It  contains  (even 
round  towers,  and  has  two  g^tes.  The  Samari> 
tan  peafaots  are  a  hardy,  warlike  race,  and  are 
ufuaily  well  fi^pplied  with  arms. 

Seba(le,or  Samaria,  is  now  a  contemptible,  de- 
ferted  village.  Ginea  is  a  decent  town,  and  Na- 
zareth is  a  pleaiant  village,  fitnated  on  a  gentle 
declivity.  The  generality  of  the  inhabitants  are 
Chridians,  who  have  a  refpedable  convent.  At 
a  fmall  didance  is  Mount  Tabor,,  from  whence 
there  is  a  charming  profped  of  the  circumjacent 
country. 

Quitting  Nazareth,  our  traveller  proceeded  for 
about  fix  hours,  over  a  fertile  trad  of  land,  on 
which,  however,  but  few  villages  appeared,  to 
the  city  of  Act€,  which  he  defcribes  as  tolerably 
fpacious ;  containing  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thou- 
fand individuals }  and  bavii>g  feveral  public  edi- 
3  fices. 
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ficea.  Its  fitaatlon  is  on  a  promonfory,  near  a 
IrnflU  golf,  bat  it  baa  no  haven.  Jn  favourable 
weather,  the  (hipping  is  anchored  near  the  Acre, 
but  European  vcflels  anchor'  oppoite  a  linall 
place,  at  the  foot  of  Mbnnt  Caroiel,  called  Haifa* 
where  the  water  if  generally  fmootb.  The  trade 
of  Act6  is  pretty  confiderable.  Broad  cloth,  tin» 
kad,  and  other  articles,  are  imported  from  £u- 
Tope*  in  exchange  for  cotton}  and  from  £gypt 
there  are  large  imports  of  rice.  As  the  Egyp- 
tian foil  is  not  fnited  to  the  growth  of  cotton, 
this  article  is  a  ilaple  commodity  of  Lybia. 

The  whole  appearance  of  the  city  baa  been  re- 
cently changed  by  the  improvements  and  deco- 
rations of  Achmet  Pa  (ha,  who  baa  bnilt  an  ele» 
gant  mofqne  and  baths,  two  markets,  a  palace, 
and  refervoirs  for  water.  There  are  Hkewife 
three  kbana,  or  places  for  the  reception  of  goods, 
snd  of  travellers ;  five  or  fix  mofques,  an  efia- 
bliihment  of  Francifcans,  and  a  Greek  and  Ar- 
menian church.  Part  of  a  double  foffee  flill  re- 
mains, which  formerly  encircled  the  town,  but  is 
frequently  dilapidated  by  the  workmen,  who  are 
commanded  to  employ  the  materials  in  modern 
ilroQures.  The  peculiar  revenue  of  the  Pft(ha 
srifes  from  an  impofi  on  wine,  grain,  meat,  fifli, 
and  other  articles  of  confumption  i  the  other  re- 
fources  fldwing,  as  ufual,  from  the  taxation  of 
bnds,  the  capitation  tax  on  Chrifiians,  and  the 

ufioms.    The  pafhalik  of  Damafcus,  however, 

reduces  the  greateft  advantages  to  Jezzar,  who» 
means  of  largeffes  at  the  Porte,  contrived  to 

idd  thri  to  his  former  government.  His  mili- 
ary force  was  formerly  eflimated  at  tweTve  thou- 
sand, but  at  the  time  of  our  author's  vifif,  it  did 

ot  great  Iv  exceed  one-third  of  that  ncunber. 
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On  the  '2d  of  April,  Mr.  Browne  left  Acre,  in 
or4er  (o  purfue  Iiis  journey  lo  Scide.  The  road 
ruila  near  the  fca-fide,  through  a  track,  thnt  it 
qompleteiy  overrun  witli  thorns  and  thilllcs. 
Some  few  remaino  of  aoMqaity  were  difcovercd, 
but  they  were  fo  fcaitcrcd  and  defaced,  that  it 
was  impoilible  to  guefs  their  original  deilinatioa. 
The  Hiore  is  abrupt,  and  accompanied  with  deep 
water  J  the  villagen  thi^'tiy.  (battered  aver  ^efacc 
of  I  he  country,  and  the  riopulation  very  tricing. 

After  lleeping  at  the  houfe  of  a  (bech,  in  a 
rmall  village,  our  author  .paded- the  fublime  and 
pi<^ure(que,einineoce^  known  l^  the  ^lai^ie  of  the 
White  Protiwntory.  TThc  road  i?  here  cut  throug(j 
the  rpcl^}  wt^h  is  of  white,  calcareous  lione,  co- 
vered with  bu(he9  on  the  right  tide,  but  on  (he 
left,  p^efehting  an  abrupt  precipice  to  the  ocean. 
This  ro^d  is  alcribed,  by.  U^e  tradition  of  the  na- 
tives, to  Alexander  the  Greats 

Tiie  next  objed  worthy  of  remark,  is  the  Lc« 
ontl^,  ah  iDConfiderable  Aream,  and  eafily  ford- 
able,  at  the  period  of  our  traveller's  journey ;  but 
in  tl^e  wet  feafon  it  fwells  to  a  rapid  torrent,  as 
is  ufually  the  cafe  with  mofl  of  tiie  rivers  that 
aefcepd,  frooa  the  mountains  of  Lybia  to  the  fea. 
Proceeding  acrofs  four  Imall  tlreams,  running 
6ver  their  beds  of  pure  gravel,  and  the  drjr  courfes 
of  fome  rivulets,  Mr.  Browne  arrived  at  Tyre, 
perfe(^ly  enchanted  with  the  bright  verdure  aud 
elegant  fccnery  of  the  adjacent  qountry. 

The  once  famous  and  magnificent  city  of  Tyre 
is  now  dwindled  away  into  a  fmall  aflemblage  of  j 
mi(^ra bio  huts,  fituatedon  the  oortbern  extremity 
of  ^t^e  iOie*  9Qd  affording  a  relidence  to  a  few 
F»oor  fifhermen,  who  teemed  tot^ally.  uncpnfcioas 
•f  the  cla^c  ground  they  trod,  Thip  iftbmus, 
I  '  !  '       wb|ch| 
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which  anttft  it  v^ith  the  contrbcnt;  is  about  fix 
faflongt  in  lenffth  \  the  ifle  itfelf  h  of  an  irregu- 
lar form,  and  does  not  exceed  half  n  mile  nt  the 
broadelt  part.  The  circumferencr.  of  the  ancient 
citjconM  not,  therefore,  exceed  twelve  furlongs. 
The  ifte  is  now  ^ntirel^  deftttute  of  vegetation, 
rtOf  tif'crc  any  frdgments'b^  antiqurty  dilcovcrcJ, 
except  three  inntilated  colnmns  of  graniti;. 
Sotftbward  of  the  ifthmtn  were  obrerreci,  on  the 
Janid  Mt,  fome  reiiiiains  of  an  nquedu^,  that  lor- 
mc^ly  fupptied  this  city  with  watery  a  cittern, 
fornev^bat  refemhling  thofe^  of  the  FOiis  Signatus ; 
and  d  fountnin,  that  rilt:s  \Vith  fuflici^Dt  lirengtU 
to  ttirn  a  mill. 

l^infiiing  his  route  over  a  narrow  plain,  hf  the 
fca-flrorc,  out  author  arrived  at  Seid6,  the  an- 
eietlt  Stdon,  about  fun-fet.  This  is  a  larger  town 
than  Acre,  bled  by  nature  with  a  falubriousair 
and  pleafant  (ittiation.    The  caflle,  built  by  the 
celebrated  Fakr  el  Din^,  is  furround^d  by  the  wa- . . 
tfet,  tfnd  the  tH^gnificent  palace,  which  he  ereded 
in  the  Italian  Ay}e,i8  now  entirely  ruinous.  There 
was-  fbrmet-ly  a  convenient  port,  formed  by  a 
ridg^  of  rocks;  but  it  was  filled  up  by  connmand 
of  the  emir,  to  preveiit  the  Turkiih  vcflfels  from 
entering.    The  fea  here  evidently  encroaches  on 
the  land,  as  a  large  teflelated  pavement,  of  varic- 
g^t'ed  marbles,  reprefenting  a  horfe,  fefioons,  &c. 
liill  remains  clofe  to  the  fea,  on  the  northern  ex> 
trettiity  of  the  city.     Several  granite  colnmris  are 
wdrHJerf  into  the  wall's,  and  fome  of  them  are 
ftxed  as  polfts  on  the  bridge  leading  to  the  fort. 
A  part  of  the  city  wall  ftill  renrtaini,  with  one 
gatei  in  the  vicinity  oF  Vhich  is  a  fh^ll,  fquare 
buildiia^,  that  contains  the  tombs  of  the  emiris  of 
the  Drufes,  w^o  died  when  Seid^  W^s  in  ttieir 
*  poffcffion, 
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poiTeffioo.  The  caAle  of  Sc.  Loaii  wu  then  bf 
oar  tolhor,  who  obfervet,  that  it  coromsodi  ihs 
city  from  an  adjacent  eminence  on  the  fontb. 

The  rent  of  houfes,  end  the  mode  of  living, 
are  much  cheaj>er  at  Seide  than  at  Acre»  and  the 
government  milder.  To  that  drangen  are  not  liable 
to  be  infulted.  The  town  is  completely  encom- 
paifed  with  gardens,  that  prodace  an  abundance 
o^  mulberry  trees.  Silk  is  the  chief  commodity 
of  traffic.  A  confiderable  commerpe  was  for- 
merly carried  on  with  Marreilles,  bnt  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  difagreement  between  Paflia  Jezcar 
and  fome  French  fadon»  it  has  been  annihilated. 

Prom  Seide,  our  author  made  an  excurfioUf  on 
the6vh  of  April,  to  viGt  the  diflria  of  Kefra- 
w&n,  where  he  arrived  after  a  ride  of  about  four 
hours,  having  travelled  over  a  rugged  afcending 
road,  till  he  reached  the  convent  of  Mochaolui, 
which  is  pleafantly  iituated,  in  a  romantic  coun^ 
try,  about  halfway  up  the  acclivhy. 

Next  morning  he  vifited  a  convent  of  Maro- 
nites,  in  Kefrawin,  where  the,  neisbbouring 
mountains  are  richly  embelliflied  with  lofty  firsi 
clothed  with  innumerable  herbs  and  odoriferous 
ihrubs  s.  Mq^  ftudded  with  flowers,  whofe  colours 
might  vie  #ith  thofe  6f  the  rainbow.  Myrtles 
and  lavehdei'  grow  wild  upon  thefe  eminences, 
and  the  rofe  of  Jericho  adorns  the  banks  of  the 
rivulets,  white  the  valleys  are  planted  with  a  pro* 
fufion  of  vines  and  mulberry  trees ;  and  corn, 
and  lentils  are  produced  in  furprifing  abundance. 
The  convent  commands  a  capital  profpe^  of 
Seide,  the  Tea,  and  the  adjacent  coaft. 

The  Chriflians  poflefs  much  grreater  indulgence 
in  Kefraw&n  than. in  other  places,  and  are  even 
permitted  to  announce  the  commencement  of  di- 
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fttie  fhrt^M  by  ringing  of  bclh.  The  Maronlte 
Mbttktt  nrc*  by  no  mcfln^  idlr,  as  ihcy  fcrvc  them- 
f<*Hrt'iW  the  varimn  cnpacriics  of  cooki,  carprn- 
trr«v  lay  lots,  gardrncrr,  kc.  etch  having  his  dif- 

HK\'hig  faiisfied  his  ctiriofity  at  Kefrawan,  Mr. 
Browne  returned- (n  Sridc,  and  en  the  9th  of 
April,  fct  one  for  BcMt,  the  ancient  Birytus, 
whefc  he  arrived,  after  eroding  a  trad  of  deep 
fnnd.  and  paffing  two  rivers,  one  of  which  was 
the  Damer,  or  ancient  Tamyras. 

Ndttirithfi^nditig  the  (lianieful  negled  and  mu  • 
tilation  of  the  fine  groves  at  Beirut,  fince  the 
death  of  Fakr  el  Din,  emir  of  the  Drufci,  who 
evidieiitly  delighted  in  its  improvement,  the  ap- 
proikth  is  even  now  grander  to  this  town  than  to 
any  other  on  the  coa(l  of  Lybia.  The  city  itfelf. 
iff  of  fnnfttl  dimenfioni,  and  was  unwalled  till  it 
was  aflfaulted  by  the  Raflians,  when  Jezzar  built 
the  waHs,  with  feveral  towers,  to  give  it  a  formi- 
dable appearance ;  but  this  defence  is  extrehnely 
(light,  and  the  flatnefs  of  the  fituation  is  alfo  a 
great  difadvant^ge.  It 'has  a  good  and  commo- 
dious wharf,  and°Etirop(?a'rt  velfels  caft  anchor  ia 
the  ftjmmer  near  a  fmall  point  of  land,  that  runs 
into  the  fea  before  the  city,  and  is  denominated 
Beir6t  Point  j  but  in  the  winter  they  prefer  an 
andhorage  in  a  fort  of  gulf,  towards  the  norths 
which  is  fheltered  by  the  mountain  from  the 
ilrong  winds,  and  is  reputed  exceedingly  fecure. 
The  ftaple  commodity  of  the  country  is  raw  filk, 
exported  to  Cairo,  Damnfcus,  Aleppo,  and  £u- 
I  rope.  A  pottery  is  alfo  eOabliflied,  from  whence 
I  jars  and  jugs  are  carried  to  all  parts  of  the  coall ; 
and,  from  the  peculiar  noture  of  the  clay,  arc 
I  held  iit  the  bigbeft  eftimatien.  Frovifiops  are  ra- 
'  '     ^  1^13  thcf 
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ther  dear  j  the  fi(h  is  faperior  to  thai  of  SeidI, 
and  the  red  wine  of  Libaouf,  which  is  biooght 
here,  is  tolerably  good  i  but,  as  it  caanot  be  traiw 
fported  from  the  mountain,  without  a  lieence 
from  the  caftom-houfe,  ir  is  much  dearer  thaa 
formerly.  Its  prefent  price,  however,  is  only 
equivalent  to  4l.  ilerling  per  cwt. 

The  fuburbs  of  Beirat  are  nearly  as  extenfive 
as  the  city  itfelf,  confining  of  beautiful  gardens, 
adorned  with  a  profufion  of  figs,  olives,  and  other 
fruit  trees,  and  fupplied  with  houfes  for  the  refi- 
dehce  of  the  proprietors.  Mr*  Browne,  however, 
was  unable  to  find  any  of  the  gardens  and  apart- 
ments formed  by  Fakr  el  Din,  on  the  Earrpean 
principle,  or  any  of  thofe  flatues,  which  that  mu* 
nificent  improver's  refidence  in  Italy  had  enabled 
him  to  collet. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  our  author  vi^ted  a  plea- 
fant  village,  called  Antura,  on  Mount  Libanns, 
having  palTed  a  confiderable  ftream,  denominated 
the  Nabr  Beirtit,  which  is  the  famous  river  of 
Adonis,  fo  exquiHtely  defcribed  by  Milton.  In 
the  vicinity  of  Antura  is  a  convent  of  nuns ;  and 
the  drefs  of  the  Chriftians,  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  feems  perfedly  unrefirained,  as  they 
adorn  their  turbans  with  various  colours,  even 
with^r/r,  which  is  accounted  facred  by  the  Muf- 
fiilmen.  They  are  Hkewife  freely  indulged  in 
the  exercife  of  their  religion  $  but  de(potiim  ap* 
pears  fo  natural  to  the  clime,  that  thpfe  who  live 
under  Qhriftian  governors,  complain  of  an  equal 
oppreffion  with  perlbns  who  are  fubjeft  to  the 
Turks.  *'  The  poor  people,**  fays  our  author, 
"  are  fleeced  by  the  ihech8,and  (he  ihechs  them* 
felves  are  fleeced  by  the  palha  Jezzar, 


From 


IV  MTrr  A«D  LTBU.  137 

From  hence  Mr.  Browne  made  a  lUkle  escnr* 
fion  to  HarU!6»  the  refideoce  of  the  Maronite 
patriarch,  and  returned  to  Beimt.  He  then 
gained  a  party  of  difi>anded  foldiera,  and  pro- 
ceeded in  their  company  towards  Tripoli,  over  a 
trad  pf  country  that  it  noted  for  an  eaoeUcnt 
produdion  of  tobacco. 

On  the  third  day  he  arrived  at, the  place  of 
deftination,  which  he  defcfibet  at  a  large  city, 
iStnated  about  twelve  furlongs  from  the  fea. 
The  boufes  are  well  built,  and  the  generality  o§ 
the  ftreets  are  paved.  On  the  higheft  gFe««d» 
toward  the  fouth,  it  the  caftle,  formerly  poflfeied 
by  the  earls  of  Tripoli ;  it  if  a  large*  ftrong  edi- 
fice, and  cororoandt  a  partial  view  of  Mount  Li* 
banut.  The  population  it  efliraated,  by  oor  an* 
thor,  at  iixtccn  thoufand  individuals,  among 
whom  are  fome  of  the  richeft  and  moft  refpeda^ 
ble  Mahometan  merchants  in  the  empire.  Thia 
city  is  tbe  feat  of  a  paiha,  and,  together  with  Da- 
mafctts.  Acre,  and  Aleppo,  confiitutes  the  only 
four  paihaliks  of  Lybia.  That  of  Tripoli  is  the 
fmalleft  in  power  and  territory.  VeiTels  anchor 
near  the  fhore,  and  are  (heltered  from  the  fury  of 
the  winds  by  a  ridge  of  rocks.  bu|  the  fituation  ia 
deemed  rather  infecore.  The  gardens  in  the 
neighbourhood  are  well  fiocked  with  mulberry 
and  other  fruit  trees  j  but,  owing  to  a  con6der- 
able  quantity  of  ftagnant  water,  the  air  it  very 
anbeahby.  The  chief  article  of  cpromerce  is 
filk ;  and  the  miri,  or  public  revenue,  paid  to 
Conttaotinople^  is  about  lOOOl.  fierling  per  an- 
num. 

Quitting  Tripoli,  on  the  30th  of  April,  our 
author  continued  his  route  to  Ladakia,  the  an- 
cient Laodicea,  bmlt  by  Seleucus  Nicanur,  in  ho- 
nour 
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noaptjf  bifrmotl3«r.  Th«  flrft  Jifpeamnte  oftlie 
dtyi^mM  extremely  melMchoty,  m  exhftiitin^ 
thofinirajges  uf  an  eart(i<]i^ftke;  whicB,  in  the  year 
l-7^»  had  fliaken  a  great  part  of  its  bmlding^  to 
tli0  earthy  apiilirwept  nomberti  of  tb#  iohabitaatt 
ttiian  wntinwlf  gi^ave?.  Idls  fltttat^  in  an^xteh- 
iive  plain»  is  unwalled,  andonly  pared  irr  part ; 
bot  tfae^nttts  sre  perfeaiy  ctean ;  the  aii*  is  fa. 
lubrioua,  and  the  fragrance  of  the  fu^otmding^ 
gardexW'  delightfol.  The  tourii  cdn taint  flight 
raonquetj  and  has  a  convenient^  port^  acrbfs  the 
entrance  of*  which  is  a  bar  of  (and.  The  go- 
veriiineiit  is  in  the  hands  of  a ' deputy,  fent  thi- 
ther by  the  pa(ba  of  Tripoli. 

On  the  5 cb  KiX  May,  Mt.  Browne  departed  for 
AieppOyin  company  with  four  other  perfons/and 
on  the'fecond  day  pafTi^  through  one  of  the  moft 
jn^rf^fque  countries  that  he  had  ever  feen  in 
the  whole  conrTe  of  bis  travbls,  and  which  pre« 
fentad  a  fcenA«-o  / 


WheM  round  the  lofty  rockU  majefttc  browf 

JLui^fir^i^t  foUage  twtn«94  and  flowieCt  blovr. 

Amidft  the  clifts,  uaaumber'd  (hruba  appestt 

t^x  murm'riiig  riv'let'a^foothe  the  trav'ller'a  cart 

Whjtft  iiromatic  herbi  perfume  the  gale, 

Aad  vinct  and  olives  crown  the  fertile  vaie^     Sill  th. 

The  following  day^  was  occupied  in  traveriing^ 
aaother  romantic  diftri6t,  and  the  travellers  paifei^ 
the  night  in  the  open  air,  at  Shawr,  ^n  the  vici- 
iHty  of  the  majeftic  river  Orontes.  The  town  of 
Shawr  is  popcdous,  and. hat  a  good  caravanfera, 
originally  defigned  for  the  accoaamodation  of  the 
caravan,  whieb  reils  there  in  its  journey  fijtn 
Conlianf  inople  to  Mecca.  At  a  fmall  diftance  is 
a  |ood  Aofit  hridge^  confiftiiig  of  faven  arches. 

*     '  Cofitinaing 
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ContiooiDg  their  roate,  the  trafdlen  antved 

00  the  fifth  day  at  the  village  of  Keftin,  re- 
onrkable  for  the  namber  of  its  pigeon* houfea, 
which  fupply  the  country  even  to  Aleppo.  The 
Ntivet  are  a  (e€t  of  pretended  Mahometans ;  bnt, 
when  in  company  with  Chriftiaifi,  they  affisA  to 
tpprove  of  their  religion.  Their  women  are  fair^ 
iiod  tolerably  featorrd ;  they  go  Qoveiled,  and  at 

Martrawin,  which  it  not  tar  diflant,  they  are  in- 

1  trodoced,  1^  their  frienda,  to  the  notice  of  firang- 
1^.    The  circumjacent  fields  are  eitreroely  rich 

in  foil,  and  yield  a  great  abundance  of  wheat  and 
{barley. 

From  hence  our  author  proceeded  for  about 
I  eight  hours,  when  be  came  within  view  of  Alep- 
po, and  in  about  two  hours  more  arrived  at  that 
{magnificent  city. 

Aleppr  if  well  built,  and  paved  with  flone; 
Itbe  file  is  rocliy  and  unequal ;  a  number  of  tall 
cyprefs  trees,  contrafted  with  the  white  minareta 
cif  the  mofques,  give  it  a  mod  pidorefque  appear- 
Unce,  and  the  gardens  chiefly  produce  pi fiachioi» 
The  houfes  are  clean,  fubfiantial,  and  cominodi- 
lOQs.    The  people  are  difiinguiihed  by  an  air  of 
affeded  politenefs,  feldom  tbond  in  the  other 
towns  of  Lybia;  and  even  their  dialed  has  ita* 
cbaraderifiic  marks.   The  population  and  build- 
ings are  apparently  on  the  increafe;  but,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  capital  is  augmented,  the  furronnd- 
ing  villages  a^e  gradually  deferted. 

The  (hereefs,  or  defcendanta  of  Mahomet,  here 
form  a  confiderable  fadion,  confifting  of  all 
ranks,  from  the  higheft  imam  to  the  men  obfcure 
peafant.  Their  number  is  computed,  by  our  au- 
thor, at  near  fixty  tboufaod  individuals.  Thr 
JaoizarieSf  who  form  an  oppofite  faction,  are 

greatly 
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great)/  fuperior  in  courage,  but  (ittle  acquainted 
with  the  life  of  armi,  or  the  duaiideavres  of  a  bat- 
tle. The  force  of  the  two  parlies  is  therefore 
metely  baioaoed,  and^noany  difpntes  arife  for  of* 
tices  of  profit  or  authority,  which  ufoally  end  ia 
bk>od:iiied. 

The  cnamifaAiires  of  fllk  and  coftoif  are  in  i 
HodriOiiDg  condition,  Atid  yield  in  etcelletit  fiib* 
fiftenee  both  to  Mahometans  and  Chrifiians. 
Large  caraTan*  frequently  arrive  at  ^eppo  with 
cofFee,.  fronv  Moccha ;  ckerry-ti'ee  pipea,  and  to- 
baocOi.from-Ferfia ;  and  rauflins>  (hawla,  &c.frofli 
India. 

Eefides  the  above-mentioned  manufadurei  of 
Alejkpo^  and  the  produ^tons  of  the  circumjacent 
conntry,  which  are  regalarly  exported  to  £a< 
rope^  three  or  four  caravans,  laden  with  pifia^ 
clu0  iiiit»>  and  other  articles  of  oaerchandife, 
pracded  ahoo^dly  through  Anatolia,  to  Conflan- 
tinopier  A  commercial  intercourfe  isalfo  main- 
tained wicb  AntiOcb,  Datnafcus,  Lodakia,  Tripoli, 
and  the  eaftem  towtti  i&  the  vicinity  of  th^  £a* 
pbratea^    .  ir, 

At  a  fmadl  diffimce  from  the  Antloch  gate,  are! 
the  qiiarriei,  which  ftfpplied  the  (ione  for  the 
,  ere^on  of  the  city.  On  both  fides  of  a  road, 
eot  tbi-eugb  the  folid!  rock,  are  feeii  the  moutbi 
of  (ev«ral  caverns,  froam  whence  a  number  of  paf- 
f^ga  brandk  o&t  in  various  diredttons.  It  feemi 
probable,  that  thefe  quarries  were  deiigned  by 
thenitswartifidcrs  for  fome  ufeftil  purpofe,  as 
feveml  rough  columns-  and  perpendicular'  ihafts 
sre  lef^#  which  admit  fome  portion  of  light }  and 
thewaiUsffre  hewn  to  agreaterdegrtteof  fmooth* 
nefft  than  ii  uibatly  feen  in  HCich  places.  They 
have   bea*-*  ovid9Qt)y  occupied  afterwards*  as 
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marks  of  fire,  manger«  far  borfet,  and  barinl 
places,  may  be  clearly^ifcovercd.  Probably  ibey 
afforded  a  retreat  to  the  dilbanded  De^lis.  who 
bave  been  frequently  known  to  aCTauU  aod  rqiiBe*^ 
times  murder  the  unfulpeding  pafleager.  With- 
out  the  city  there  is  a  large  cemetery,  where  Mr. 
Browne  difcovered  the  tomb  of  an  £ngU Hunan, 
infcribed  with  the  date  l6l3. 

The  price  of  provifioos  has  increafed  greatly 
within  a  few  years.  M^at  is  good  and  plentiful. 
Of  fUb  th^re  ate  none,  but  a  few  eds,  found  in 
a  fmall  river,  called  the  Coik,  which  defcends 
from  Aintab,  and  after  pafling  through  the  city, 
is  loll  in  a  mar(h  on'  the  wed.  Wine  is  extremely 
dear,  as  none  is  produced  in  the  neighbourhood. 

At  Aleppo,  our  author  witeeflfed  an  illumina- 
tion of  the  mofques  on  Thurfday  night,  to  ulher 
in  the  Mahon^tan  fabbath  j  a  pra6iice  utiknown 
at  Cairo,  and  other  cities  of  the  fouth.  The- 
drefs.  of  the  natives  approximates  to  that  of  Con* 
liantinople,  rather  than  to  that  of  Egypt  and 
SouLbern  Lybia.  In  wet  weather  a  kind  of  pat- 
ten is  worn  by  pcrfoos  of  l>oth  fexes,  but  its 
(hape  is  difagreeable  to  the  eye,  and  its  noife  on 
the  pa  vane  nt  infuiferable  to  the  ear.  The  wo- 
men of^ Aleppo  are  rather  ^imafculine,  and  of 
brown  complexions. 

On  the  11  th  of  June,  our  author  recommenced 
his  journey,  and  after,  traverfing  a  country  fown 
with  haihilh,a  kind  of  flax,  and  pafling  the  Qroch 
tes,  at  a  ferry,  he  arrived  at  Antioch,  on  the 
14th,  which  he  thus  defcribes  at  the  period  oil 
his  vifit.  ^ 

Antioch^  now  called  Antaki>  is  gov;erned  byyflf 
mohalljbl,  who  receives  his  appointment  from: 
Confiantii^pple.    TJiie  wa}ls  are  exjtenfivct,  ronr 
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niof  from  the  riter  Orontet,  the  foathem  boan* 
darf  of  the  tliy,  up  to  the  rummit  of  the  moao- 
tain.  Thef  are  fabftancially  boilt,  and  are  flanked 
with  feveral  towen.  A  bridge  it  eredcd  orer 
the  river,  which  roeati^en  through  a  fertile 
Talley ;  and  a  large  caftie  on  the  mountain,  now 
much  dilapidated,  commands  an  extenfive  pro- 
{pe6t  of  the  counlrjr.  The  fitoation  of  Antioch 
it  foperior,  in  all  refpe^,  to  that  of  Aleppb;  the 
air  it  more  falubrious )  it  it  well  fuppiidd  With 
wine  from  the  mountain,  and  a  variety  of  fea 
li(b ;  and  the  mouth  of  thfe  river  forms  a  conver 
nient  haven  for  froall  veflfela.  The  length  of  the 
plain  of  Antioch  is  computed  at  about  ten  miles 
and  a  half,  the  .width  lis  miles;  the  language 
gencraUy  fpokeo  byAheinbabitantl,  is  the  Turk- 
lih.  • 

Prom  hence  Mr.  Browne  made  an  excurfion  to 
Suad^a,  the  ancient  Seleucia,  at  the  dtdance  of 
four  hours  from  Antioch  j  the  intervening  roai' 
is  agreeably  diverfified  with  hill  and  dale,  and 
the' country  richly  embroidered  with  a  profufioa 
of  flowering  and  odoriferous  plants;  as  myrtles, 
oleanders,  cytlamens,  &c.  yet  the  population  is 
apparently  very  fmall.  After  eroding  four  rapid 
and  tranflucent  ftreams,  that  run  into  theOrontes, 
our  author  obtained  a  night's  lodging  in  a  gardea 
of  mult>erries,  which  ferved  ts>  furnifli  a  liveil* 
hood  for  the  numerous  family  of  a  bofpitable 
native. 

Seleucia  prefents  to  the  contemplative  mind  a 
ftiiking  idea  of  the  immenfe  labour  nfed  by  its 
former  poifeiTors,  to  render  it  convenient  for  the 
purpofoi  of  trafficj  though  it  is  now  ibamefnlty 
negld^ed  by  its  prefent  matters.  One' large  gate, 
•f  the  Doric  order^  flill  remains  entire,  near  a 
•V"  rock. 
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rock,  that  baa  beeo  bewo  out  ioto  feveral  apart^ 
meoti.  Some  portion  likewife  romaini  of  tb« 
fabftantial  wall,  which  defended  Seleucta  to- 
wards the  fea.  Though  the  port  be  at  prefent 
dry,  th^  fand  io  the  butlom  ia  not  higher  than 
the  farface  of  the  fea.  It  ia  formed  by  a  mole 
of  large  fiones,  and  mnft  confeqaently  have  been 
commodious  and  fecore,  though  of  fmall  dimen* 
fiona.  Towarda  the  north  waa  obferved  a  curi- 
ous paflage  in  the  rock,  leading  by  a  gentle  de- 
dimity  from  the  fummit  of  the  mountain  to  th0 
brink  of  the  river.  Ita  length  ia  above  fix  hun- 
dred common  pace^  ita  height  from  thirty  to 
fifty  feet,  and  its  Veadth  about  twenty  feet* 
A  flreamlet  of  pure  water  runa  down  ita  fide 
from  the  mountain  to  ^leucia,  anfd  the  upper 
part  of  the*  rock  ia  full  of  artificial  excavationa* 
Towarda  the  fea  there  are  fome  catacombs,  orna- 
mented with  mouldings^  cornices,  and  pilafiera. 

Our  traveller  now  returned  to  Antioch^  and 
from  thence  proceeded  fafely  to  Aleppo,  not- 
withflanding  the  caravana  are  frequently  attacks 
ed  by  two  wandering  tribea,  called  the  Kurda 
ind  the  Turcomans,  who  ufually  pafs  the  winter 
in  the  plains  of  Antioch,  and  during  the  fummer 
infeft  the  vicinity  of  Anatolia.  > 

On  the  23d  of  July,  Mr.  Browne  fet  out  with' 
the  caravan  for  Daroafcus,  where  he  arrived,  af-' 
(er  a  journey  of  about  fifteen  days.  The  ap- 
proach to  the  city  is  very  remarkable,  being  em- 
bellifhed  for  feveral  miles  with  a  number  of  gar- 
dens, and  then  by  a  paved  way,  of  confideigble 
length.  The  fituatioo  of  Oamafcus  is  in  an  ex- 
tenfive  plain, ^adorned  with  trees,  flowers,  &c.  to^ 
the  length  of  nine  milea,  and  the  breadth  of 
nore  than  four  miles  and  a  half.    The  .walls  are 
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of  a  circular  form,  tncient,  and  (Irong,  but  ftot 
r&y  loftf.  Tbej  are  furakhed  with  nine  gates, 
and  near  tke  moantaio  are  fome  Saracenic  re* 
mains  of  a-tnolfiae  and  palace,  l>earing  feveril 
infcriptions  in  the  Coptic  chara^er.  « 

Damafous  ii  line,  feat  of  a  confiderable  trade, 
-and  its  manufactures,  con  fitting  of  filk  and  cot* 
ton,  afford  employment  and  fnpport  to  a  great 
number  of  MntTulmen  and  Chriftians.  Macli 
foap  is  alfo  made,  and  carried  to  £g)'pt  |^nd  va- 
rious  parts  of  Lybia.  Such  European  articles  as 
are  afed  by  the  orientals,  arc  brought  front  Sctd6, 
Beirut,  and  Tripoli,  by  the  regular  caravans. 
From  PerOa  and  the  eaft,  Biawls,  muilins,  and 
the  rich  fabrics  of  Stttat;  are  conveyed  by  the 
caravant  of  Bagdad.  Fornleriy  the  Damafcenes 
were  extremely  adverfe  to  maritime  commerce, 
and  it  is.  but  lately  that  they  have  been  per- 
fiiaded  to  tranfport  their  merchandife  by  fea  to 
Conftantinople. 

Among  a  number  of  eleemofynary  edablifh- 
ments  in  the  city,  the  moft  remarkable  is  one, 
conilruded  by  comnnand  of  -Sultan  SeHm,  for 
.  the  reception  of  (i rangers,  though  at  prefent  it  is 
appropriated  to  other  purpofes.  The  building 
confifts  of  a  large  quadrangle,  lined  with  a  colon- 
nade, and  roofed  with  a  fuccellion  of  fmall  domes. 
The  adjoining  mofque  is  a  magnificent  edifice, 
covered  with  a  cupola ;  it  has  two  minarets,  and 
the  entrance  is  fupported  by  four  beautiful  co- 
lumns of  red  granite.  The  apartments  are  nu- 
merops,  and  the  kitchen,  on  thd  6de  oppolite  to 
the moique,  is  perfedly  confonant  with  the  gran- 
deur of  the  eflabltlfament. 

The  Damafcenes  have  been  formarly  noted  for 
that  iotolcrant  bcbiviour  to  Brmkka,  bat  this 
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|vM  Q<^  cxperiemsed  by  our  autbdr,  who  de^ 
Ifc^^  tl|«in  Af  a  fQbe^  imhiAtiooi^  and  unaf-^ 
liipming  people.  The  women  and  children  are 
poerelljr  fair,  and  well  featesed.  Thie  ftniale 
drefs  ia  mncb  the  (timf  with  that  of  CenOan-* 
lioople.  The  popeJbiUoa  itiay^  be  eflimatcd  ac 
tfo  honored  thepufaod  Gmla.i  «! 

Exclufive  of  contingencies  and  arbitrary  ex^ 
adiooiii,  the  lfti^-tai(  and  the  jiate  coDHitute  ihfi 
|Mi!y  reraurce  in  the  pravince  of  DimatTcaf  f  ihi^ 
nuri^ot  public  revenue,  may  probably  laimeuiit !« 
itVBhiii)dKdtbofii6M9d|iflliindifteflingi  The  pa- 
Ibflil^jstbe  iirftin;^Q»|  the  ctty  ii  dlyicfed  in^ 
tp C^efitf-tlixfe  diftnidii  <eecrfa  of  ^hich  iauoilerr 
i(i«  diiliAift  raagifiraita^  The  (hopt  ib  the  eited^ 
fife  ba^araare  allitiniiflied  with  etarj  fpedc9,o(i 
o^ch^ndlfey  and  botkrl^e  jkopuialioi  and  trade: 
are  ^radua%  tn^eaiiigj^  undev .  the:4{overnai€ttt7 
pfajuft  ande^iittabiepaiha.      . 

Qq  the  depeipturer  of  Ihefacifad  cararahi  from 
paiimfcQSi  the'^palhar  istretfdeped-aecoQn table  fof 
it»  fAielyf;  affd  ^hen  he  receives,  the  fenjak  ihe* 
ri|,  01  enlSgii  of  the^  raiRophet,  from  thb  gomrnor 
of  tb^  eaftle.  heU  obU^ed  to  giveta  wriijeg^  be-* 
fore  vrUcieilbat  In  wbte&  he  engages  to,  bring  it^ 
b|ck.  When  he  apiproaohet  the  iity,  om  hii  re- 
tQf9«  a  qMifenger  is  .£^  to  Goo^ntinopre,  with^ 
watc^  froad'  ihe  fanpous  well  Zeeozem,  to  the  vici- 
DSgeof  Mecca,  and  dales  fromMedin6,  which 
M»  prefeoted  W  the  eottperor  on  hts  vtliiing  the* 
moique*  The  vistii  thcn^  pr^feots  a  lifl  of  pa  Ihae 
for  the  enfuuig  ymx^  and  this  fimiana  aii^^made 
oatii^duefonKi.  ( 

On  the  daiyr  after  hit  aqriwal,  our  smtbor  wU* 
neflted  the  en^nitice^  off  the' grand  cariwait  from 
a«  whea&in&Qf  .tim  lae^  wealthy  pijgrimaa 
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were  carried  in  litters,  bat  the  greater  namber 
rode  in  pannien,  placed  on  the  iMck  of  cameli. 
The  ftreet,  which  was  fcferal  miles  long,  wm 
completely  lined  with  fjpeAnton,  who  had  aiTem. 
bled,  Tome  with  anxiety  to  fee  their  friendi, 
others  to  gratify  their  curiofitj',  and  a  third  part 
imprefled  with  reverence  for  the  facred  procef- 
fion. 

T  The  enfuing  Saturday  prefented  a  ftill  grander 
icene  to  ihe:European,  ?is.  the  entrai|ce  of  the 
paflia  of  DaitiarGns,  who  is  always  the  chief  of 
tbe  caravan  by  office.  It  entered  the  city  in  the 
following  manner :  three  hundred  dellis,  or  ca- 
valry, mounted  on  Arabian  horfes ;  fifteen  men 
feated  on  dromedaries,  with  mofquetoons,  or 
Ikrge carbines;  feme  great  officers,  well  mounted 
and  elegantiy  clothed ;  part  of  the  paiba  of  Tri- 
poli's Janizaries,  followed  by  the  paiba  himfelf, 
with  his  officers,  and  the  remainder  of  his  guard. 
Next  advanced  the  tattarawan  of  the  Damafcene 
pa(ba,  another  troop  of  four  hundred  dellis«  a 
body  of  thirty  mufqurtooners,  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  Albanians  in  uniform,  before  whom  was 
borne  the  (iandard  of  Mahomet,  compofed  of 
green  lilk,  with  fentences*  of  the  Koran  embroi- 
dered in  gold,  and  the  magnificent  canopy 
brought  from  Mecca,  attended  by  a  ftrong  party 
of  foot  guards.  Then  came  the  pafha's  three  taili, 
confifting  of  white  horfe^r  richly  caparifoned, 
and  each  bearing  a  filver  target  and  a  fabre;  fix 
lad  dromedaries,  in  etesantboufings;  thefewere 
followed  by  the  chief  perfonages  of  the  city, 
among  whom  were  the  aga  of  the  JanilTaries,  the 
governor  of  the  caftle,  and  the  mohaflel.  The 
rear  was  then  brought  up  by  the  palha  of  Da- 
mafcui^drcfied  in  a  habit  of  green  clothe  adorned 

with 
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with  tb9  for  of  a  bUick  fox.  Mid  aooo^piiied  bjr. 
bii  twQ  fon9»  wbOf  like  bimTelf*  w«ro  immoted  otk 
ti)c  fincll  fteedi  of  Afflbia.  Upwurda  of  %  bun* 
dred  oaqaeU  were -eqiployod  in  bdaritig  the  tenta 
lod  b9gg{\ge  q(  tbc  paiba*  and  tbe  wboAe  prooef* 
Don  paSed  wUboui  .tbe  leaft.  npifo  oc  diflurbanceb 
tq  tbe.  groat  o^it  of  tbe  fpedatort,  .wbofe  ufual. 
repaft  bad  bepo-  delayied  federal  •  boora  in  oonfo- 
qu^nci^  of  ib^ir.  curioBtjF,. 

Quittiag  DamafcMs*  on  the  l6tb  of  Augaft^  - 
B(r.  Qrown«  fet  out- for  Balbeo^  or  HellopoUs. 
with  only  one  attendant.    After,  pai&ng  througb 
adiftrid*  finely  adorned  with  vines,  and  fig-trees, 
be  reaobed.tbo  convent  of  Seidnaia,  wbich.como 
ii\8nda.an  exceUont  view  of  Damafcus  and  tbo; 
farroundiag.  plain.    From  thence  be  proceeded., 
through  tbe  village  of  Mali^la,  (which  containta 
CQDventi  faid  to  ^ve  been  ereded  in  the  time  of 
Jofiioiari)*  to  Yebrudf  tbe  ancient  Jebruda,  wbcro  . 
the  inbabiUntt  are  chiefly  Mu^olmen.    He.tiow 
trpvell^d  in  company  witb  a  Qreck  biibop  to  a 
fmall  town,  on  the  north  of  the  wood  called  Mara». 
from  whence  be  proceeded  under,  the  Dabr  el 
Chur«  faid  to  be.tbe.higbeft  fummit  of  the  Anti-? 
Lib^nianmo^nt^ins,  and»on  the  20tb,  arrived  at 
Bilbec,  after  defqending>  for  nearly  three  hourst . 
through  9  fUscf  and  rugged  gl^ni  in  tbcfnooa* 
taift. 

From  the.  bigb  giounds  oor  author  bad  i| 
compleiie  view.of  Balb^»  bat  aa  be  obfenred  no- 
thing partic^r>to  add  to  the  defcription  of  for- 
mer tra¥cller8»  be  it  fileot  upoo  tbAtfubjed*  and  : 
hifiens  to  inform  usj  that  ha  proceeded  to  the « 
tQwa  of  ^abbl£,  plc;afiintly  fituated  among  the 
mountains^  and  embelliflied  witb  a  great  abun^ 
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fift  diftriAf.  eiMjb  having  in  feparate  Oiecb,  who 
it  tribaitiy  lo  the  emir  of  the  Dmfet.  One  of 
the  chief  ertlclee  of  cultivation  ii  tobacco.  A 
rivolet,  that  defcendi  from  the  adjacent  rock, 
turns  the  milli  and  feriiliiet  the  foil.  The  air  ii 
falabfiout,  and  the  populaiion»  chiefly  conflfting 
of  Chrtftiam,  it  fnflScieiitljr  large  to  fend  forth 
feren  hundred  warriort  to  the  field  of  battle.  la 
the  vicinity  of  Zahhl^  it  a  ftrudnrr«  called  the 
tomb  of  Noah }  itt  liength  it  about  fi^ty  feet, 
which  the  orientalt  fuppofe  to  have  been  the 
fiature  of  Noahf  and  it  it  apparently  the  remaiDS 
of  an  aqnedod.  The  pilgnrot,  who  formerly  vi* 
fited  a  neighbouring  mofque,  were  extremely 
numeroot*  and  the  religiout  revenue  it  faid  to 
amount  to  three  hundred  purfet  annually* 

•After  a  wetrifome  progreftt  of  two  dayt,  over 
the  ridge  of  the  mountaint,  our  author  vifited  the 
convent  of  St.  John,  where  a  printinj^  office  it 
eflabliihed ;  but,  owing  to  the  high  price  of  pa* 
per,  and  the  little  demand  for  bookt,  he  found 
the  prefii  was  ftopped« 

At  Zibdan6,  on  hit  return,  he  obferved  a  gate 
of  Grecian  archi tenure,  and  from  thence  purfu- 
idg  hit  route  throiiffh  a  fertile  vall^,  interfered 
by  the  river  Barade,  he  re-entered  Damafcut,  of 
which,  iie  (ays,  in  addition  to  hit  former  remarks, 
'*  The  houfes  are  remarkably  large  and  commo- 
diout,  and  the  furniture  of  the  more  opulent, 
cempriting  fophais,  of  the  richefl  filk,  embroider- 
ed with  pear),  mirrort,  Perftan  carpett,  &c.  is 
generally  worth .  from  five  thoUfand  to  twenty- 
ive  thoufend  pouadt  fterling.  The  inhabitants 
are  well  fupplied  with  water,  and  the  fruit  trees, 
in  the  vicinage,  are  fo  abundant,  that  even  thofe 
which  die  are  fafficieot  to  yield  plenty  of  fuel  for 
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the  city,  while  the  others,  that  are  cut  down,  are 
ippropri^tcd  to  the  purpofe  of  buildinff,  together 
with  the  walnut  tree  and  the  Lombardy  poplar.** 

On  the  yth  of  Odober,  Mr.  Browne  fet  out  on 
bis  return  to  Aleppo,  where  h^  arrived,  after  m 
journey  of  twelve  days,  ha? ins  obferved,  in  thd^ 
courfe  of  his  route,  that  almolt  every  town  and 
Tillage  was  provided  with  a  market,  though  the 
caravaiiferas  were  all  in  a  ruinous  condition. 

From  Aleppo  our  author  fet  out  on  the  2lft  of 
Odober,  in  order  to  proceed  through  Anatolia  to 
Conftaotinople.  The  dired  road  lies  through 
Beilan>  Adene,  Konia,  Kutahia,  and  Burfa }  but« 
as  the  paflia  of  Beilan  was  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion, 
the  caravan  was  conftrained  to  turn  to  the  north* 
aaft,  and  take  an  unufual  route  through  the  cities 
of  Aintab,  Kaiiaria,  and  Angora.  On  the  30th 
they  arrived  at  Aintab,  which  our  author  defcribea 
as  a  large  place,  inhabited  promircoouily  by  Ma* 
hometans  and  CbriOians.  It  has  a  fortrefs  and 
rgarrifon  of  Janizaries.  There  are  five  princi* 
p»  mofques,  a  caflle  built  on  an  artificial  eleva* 
tiou,  and  a  large  burying  ground,  which,  at  a 
diftance,  refembles  an  extenfi%*e  fuburb-  The 
boufes  isre  built  of  Bone.  The  chief  commerce  ia 
leather  and  raw  hides,  cottons,  and  various  co- 
loured woollens.  The  language  is  the  Turkifli, 
sod  the  government  ift  vefied  in  a  mitfellim,  who 
carries  his  authority  firom  Coofiantinople. 

*  After  a  progrefs  ot  feveral  days,  our  author 
sfceoded  Mount  Taurus,  now  denominated  Ka* 
r4n.  It  is  a  chain  of  high  rocks,  running  from 
eaft  to  weft,  chieflv  inhabited  by  the  Ktirds,  and 
yielding  a  retrfi»i,  in  the  fummer  feafon.  to  the 
Turcomans,  w  ftio  then  retire  hither  from  the  plain 
of  Aatiocb.     Several  tbonfaod  acres,  on  iho 
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snpootsioiy  abound  with  large  cedars,  ijivinm*  iii4 
junipers.  The  b^Ues  oC  the  ^illt  generally  coofift 
of  tufa,  apd  they  are  freqae&tly  intcrfe^d  by. 
ftfeamleti  of,  the  fmreft  wpt^. 

^fcendiflg  from;  Moutit  Taurus,  they  arri?e4( 
ait  an  extenHve  plain,  watered  by  tho  rinar  Sanist 
and  iurrouqded  with  mountains*  Hera  they 
vifited  the  town  of  Bo^^d,  where  tl^.  J)a|i^« 
like  the  generality  of  Anatolian8»forn»  a  ftrAl^iog 
coqtraft  to  the  i^ore  pctjiHiad  Inhabitaata  ^  jLybia. 
The  wonaen  are  of  fajr  and  florid  cQinpleaicHli* 
h^t  rather  ungraceful  in  their  mot|on»  and  form- 
ation. They  ufually  0ielter  their  ifacM^  ivoni  the 
iun  and  rain,  by  broad>  flat  piecei;  of  metal, 
placed, upon  the  h^adi,  and  faftened  with  flringi 
und^r  the  chin.  The  more  opulent  haye  theirt 
p(  filver,  the  others  are  of  copper.  Bxclufive.of 
this  curious  qrn^meot,  the  comipon  drAfs  is  a 
ihpc^  jacket  and  fringed  turban.  Here  oqr  au? 
tl^or  noticcjd  fome  fmall,  two- wheeled  carts«drawn 
by  two  oxen.  <*  The  wheels,**  fays  hei  ^'  are  for 
lid,  and  the  axle  tprns  with  them,  cQiife(|nently 
their  ptogrefs  is  fufflciently  noify.** 

From  hence,  to  Kaifaria,  the  country  is  plain, 
bi^tthinlv  ioh^hJted  9nd  ill  cultiTated.  Adjoin'^ 
ing  the  ciiy  there  are>  however,  fome  produdive 
flfj^,  and  thr  Loqibardy.  poplar  is  agaiD  fe^  in 
l^jreat  abundance. 

kaifaria  is  (ituate4  onJhe  foutb  fide  of, a  ferf 
i%\c  plain,^  w^^ll  watpr<*<l  by  the  Yermofc  and  .fome 
rilfs^anil  gpntaimngji  tolerable «.n umber  of  inhft* 
bi^aii^ts.  Tlie  city  is  furrounded  by  walls,  which 
^1^, ,  bQwever.  much  dilapidated.  The  got^ernv 
meivt  i«  in  the  hands  of  a  mitfellim,  apppinted 
f r/^  CooAantinople.  Great  quantities  4>£  tioaher 
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our  itttbor  obfenrcd  great  ntimbert  of  blaek  bnf- 
ftloet*  and  large  (baggy  camela,  that  are  bfed  bf 
the  Tiirooiiiaiit. 

Proceeding  over  a  plain*  tbat  ii  nearly  inon** 
dated  by  tbe  river  Ttunm,  and  croffiog  a  bridge 
•ffer  a  rapid,  bat  apparently  fliallow,  dream,  fup* 

Stfed  one  of  the  branches  of  tbe  Halyi.  Mr. 
rowne  reached  Angora,  on  tbe  22d  of  Novem* 
)m>aboot  two houra before  fan  fet. 

This  city,  which  is  fituated  upon  an  eminencOt 
near  a  fmall  river,  has  a  ftriking  and  agreeable 
sppearance  at  a  diftance.  It  has  been  furroond- 
ed  Vith  a  fabftantial  wall,  in  fome  places  appa- 
rently double ;  marks  of  a  ditch  are  alfo  clearly 
Tifible.  The  caftle  is  very  ancient,  and  may 
originally  have  been  deemed  impregnable,  as  it  ia 
ere^ed  on  a  high,  perpendicular  rock.  A  chain 
of  outworks  occupies  all  the  elevated  ground  to 
a  condderable  extent.  Our  traveller  pafled  threo 
gates,  on  two  of  which  he  difcovered  fome  im* 
perfed  Greek  infcriptions.  On  the  north-weft 
ate  faid  to  be  remains  of  an  amphitheatre,  but 
circumftances  precluded  him  from  vi filing  them* 
There  are  alfo  fome  ruins  of  a  magnificent  curia, 
of  Corinthian  archite6tore,  and  marked  with  fe^^ 
veral  infcriptions  highly  complimentary  to  the 
Emperor  Aoguftus,  in  whofe  time  the  building 
was  conftruded. 

The  trade  of  Angora  chiefly  confifis  of  yam 
for  flialloons  and  the  native  manufacture  of  fiiiffs. 
I  They  likewtfe  make  Oiawls  of  goats  hair,  that  are 
equal  in  width  and  quality  to  the  Kaflimirian; 
bat  the  mannfadnrers  are  unable  to  work  flowers 
in  them^  Good  cloth  was  formerly  fabricated, 
bot  this  branch  of  bofineiii  was  foon  abandoned 
jfflMr  want  of  due  encoorageoieot.  Large  quanti- 
ties 
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tie«  pf  mnvf^  i^re  cultivjited  ia  tht«  pariq^  Am* 
tqiia,  asm  ^aif  is  eyppfied  to  various  quaftcy*. 

The  city  it  (elf  is  defcribed,  by  our  travAl|cgr,4||f 
one  p£  the  oeatei^  1^  bad  ever  vifited;  its  Qre^ts 
aid  payed  witf^  Urge  granite,  but;  witj^o^l  fopl^ 
patbf^  and  it  it  completely  Airrottiided  by  ii)oiui^. 
tai^i.    There  ^i;e,  however,  numerous  gardeos^ 
in  the  p^ighbourhpod,  that  produce  an  alH>ndaneQ- 
of  fruits,  particularly  exceUept  p^ars,  wlueii  ar^; 
fometiaies  feo^  a?  prefents   to  Conftautinople. 
The  eii:ule|it  plants  are  merely  fufficioDt  f  r  tj^ 
conrutpptioQ  of  ihfi  <;itizens;  >n^  corni^     ir«; 
cbaied  at  other  {Places,  as  the  land  isemplQ: .  ,  t;i 

f[rjBater  ^vantage  in  thi;  cultivation  of  pa^umgi 
or  the  goats. 

Quitting  Angora,  on  the  i6th  of  ]S[ovenekb<^n 
«mr  author  proceeded  thi;ough  Koftabe<J,  Tourfea" 
Si,  and.  Yey  wa,  to  }(hutf  or  Nil^niid,  the  ancient 
>iicomcdia,  a  large  m^ri^inie  town,  built  on  the 
ildaof  a  bill»  to  th; eaft  of  an  ^xteofivif  plain. 
It  is  paved,  but  extremely  (llrtyi  and  the  linurea 
are  Ipuilt  o^  wood.  Almoft  every  habitation  hw 
a  garcif n  attached  to  it.  The  khan  is  vmu  but 
not  very  fpacious*  Tbe  adijK:ent  mountiiins  a^ro 
^ery  lofty,  and  a  long  brid^  I^ads  from  tkfi  town 
over  a  mariby  land,  neartne  river  Sakaria*  which 
idifei^bogjqiss  itfeljf  into  th^  Black  Sea.  A  great 
9)umber  of  Greeks  were  obfatved  among  tha  in* 
liabitanta. 

From  hence  Mr.  3roWn<P  depart*  op  tb4»7t^ 
0t  December,  and,  after  pa^ne  along  th«  ilior«> 
till  the  morning  of  the  pthi  when  be  arrived  at 
Scutari,  he  continued  his^progreA  immediately 
to  Conaaotinople»  wi^ere  iie^found  a  new  iniUta- 
iion  had  been  recently  ordaiqed  by  tbe^  retgAing 
iolt^oi.  w^Qi  ftp449f  )m  Mf^9m  lUMhto  tft  ^apt* 
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With  ffaoTe  o^  RulBil,  hid,  with  th«  ttf&^het  6£ 
the  French,  foanded  t  regular  corps,  of  about  do^ 
thdiifaikd  infaDtrfi  Clothed  in  a  tighter  dVels  thaA 
fw-merHy,  fupplied  by  goveroment  with  muflceti 
iBd  bayonetSk  and  fatniibcd  by  the  French  witll 
ibme  brift  field  piecei,  battering  Caption,  lind 
flying  artillery. 

After  correding  the  police  of  the  capital,  ^ul- 
tto  Selim  turned  his  attention  io  the  encounkge'* 
roent  of  literature  amobg  his  fubjeds,  atnd  hai 
accordingly  refived  the  mathematical  fcboof,  re« 
ftored  the  printing  office,  and  given  an  eihiblifli* 
ment  to  an  engraver  on  copper.  In  the  matbe^ 
matic^l  and  marine  fchool,  a  fubftantial  and  coni>^ 
modious  edifice,  there  is  an  abundance  of  evei^ 
thing  except  6ookt  and  wjhitments.  There  are> 
however,  prrfejirs  who  meet  and  /mke  st  focial 
pipe,  and  thus  the  end  of  the  infiitution  isf  con- 
lidered  as  fully  anfwered.  Such  is  the  confc" 
^uence  of  the  fultan's  ignorance  of  the  worlds 
which  led  him  to  foppofe  th^tt  his  conomanda 
tdould  inrpire  genius,  and  that  a  penfion  could! 
confer  capacity.  A  new  Arabic  type  was  calling^ 
for  the  printing  office,  but  whether  the  improve- 
ment of  the  type  may  tend  to  diffufe  fubflantfal' 
knowledge,  among  the  Turks,  is  a  queflion  noti' 
eafily  anfwered.  The  fubjefts  given  for  engrav- 
ings are,  the  armillary  fphere,  fome  plans  of  ibr« 
]tification,  the  box  compaf^,  &c. 

Among  a  variety  of  public  libraries  the  mod 
|e1egant  is  that  of  Ragfaib  Pafha,  formerly  grabd 
rlzir,  but  whofe  bead  was  devoted  a  facrihce  to^ 
the  env^  of  the  fultan.     This  edifice  is  ereded' 
JQ  the  middle'of  a  fquare  court,  confiding  entire- 
|y of  marble.    The  tomb-of  Ralhib  Paflia^  adom^ 

with  gtltl^tfSi  forms  the  centre  of  the  libraiy; 

Aronoil 
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Around  are  elegant  carpeli  and  cufliioni,  for  tlie 
readen,  and  numerous  books  on  aU  folQefis,  bat 
chiefly  tboologj.  The  light  is  well  di(poied«  the 
place  perfedlj  quiet,  and  cooflantly  attended  bjr 
a  librarian,  fo  that  our  author  obfenres  he  never 
faw  a  building  or  inflitation  more  complete  of 
the  kind. 

Fronting  the  ftreet»  there  is  a  fchool,  founded 
by  the  fame  pa  (ha.  It  is  a  convenient  room,  of 
thirty-Uve  feet  long  and  a  proportionate  width. 
About  a  hundred  boys  are  here  intruded  in 
reading,  penroanfhip,  and  the  more  firople  parts 
of  the  Mahometan  theology.  A  young  £oglifli. 
man,  who  has  lately  embraced  the  faith  of  their 
pretended  prophet,  is  now  eftabliflied  in  the  city, 
and  has  undertaken  to  read  le^ores  upon  mathe- 
matical fubjeds.  There  is  a  con  Hderable  n^arket 
for  books,  confining  of  numerous  ihops  well  fop* 
plied. 

Strata  of  coals  are  found  at  about  four  houn 
diflance,  on  the  European  fide ;  but  it  is  difficult 
to  work,  OB  account  of  the  fandy  foil,jprhich  is  apt 
to  fall  in.    The  mine  has  lately  b^JEfn  negleded. 

Previous  to  his  departure,  our  author  vifited  s 
Greek  printing  houfe,  cooduded  by  an  Armeni- 
an. The  preU  was  then  employed  in  printing  a 
fmall  exhortation  in  the  Greek  lai^uage,  written 
by  the  patriarch  of  Jerufalem,  asainS  the  pre* 
vailing  tenets  of  deifm  and  atheiim;  they  throw 
flffjftboot  « thon^nd  iheetn  a  day. 

The  Tarkiik  ladies,  to  fine  weather,  imitate  the 
European  cutiom  of  taking  the  air;  but  as  their 
fsces  are  Veiled,  and  they  are  likewife  concealed 
in  fmall  latticed  waggons,  they  are  confe<)nently 
upable  to  attrad  the  adour^itiou  of  the  other  Ct% 
by  a  dilplay  of  their  chacins.     One  ,of  the  fulta* 
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Bi*i.  fifter  of  the  monarch,  has  lately  commanded 
a  villa  to  be  bnilt  on  the  Bofphorus,  partly  in  the 
Icbinefe  and  partly  in  the  European  ftyle 

The  navy  hai  been  confiderably  improved  by 
IjbiDe  French  ihip-builden.  It  now  amoants  to 
Ififteen  veflels,  fit  for  fervice*  and  of  confiderable 
librce. 

Between  the  city  and  Adrianop1e>  the  conntry 
lb  entirely  plain,  and  the  capital,  on  the  land  fide» 
lis  capable  of  repulfing  a  vidorious  army.  On 
Itbe  other  fide,  the  forts  are  defended  by  the  uncer* 
|tiiDty  of  the  winds  and  channels. 
Having  fatisfied  his  curiofity  with  refpeft  to 
bis  famous  city,  and  made  fuch  remarks  in  the 
oarfe  of  his  obfervations  as  we  have  laid  before 
ir  readers,  Mr.  Browne  proceeded  to  Walla- 
^ia,  from  whence  he  travelled  through  Vienna^ 
igue.  Drefden,  Potfdaoi,  Berlin,  and  Ham- 
irgh,  and  on  the  l6th  of  September  1798,  he 
rived  in  London,  after  devoting  near  feven 
^ears  to  r  toilfom^  and  perilous  refearch,  which 
\t6ts  the  higheft  honour  upon  his  abilities* 
frodence*  and  perfeverance,  and  which  mufi  ever 
ink  high  among  the  generous  efforts  of  fiuror. 
loi. 
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\\KpiOM  eooteoBplidoi  tU  irritingi  cf  im# 
A^^  MMifow  trivdliii,  iite«  at  virioiii  tinibi^ 
mi  in  4UC»nt  ptrti  l»f  i  tht  ^be»  Mfi  def6(j» 
r  the  boft  of  thm  AlK^idci-'tO'tlifi  general  in* 
irndiflli  of  mankiiidl,  j^.di«  mora  laaoiediate 
iatttftaion«f  lbfli#  p6«mlmMn,  ire  feittilt peoa- 
|liaf  piaafttB  in  pitfiMag^Mfnor  raadera  thoiii-of 
'mmnii  ^hki^  taliieii!«iidimbted  verapitf^te 

aDni»: MNFin neon  jMiqisi^fWiGHiwo ny  toe iinm ck 
FranciB,  and  cordial^  'wialaiBied  to  the  Bridfli 
iKore»  by  a  generooa  moo  of  meUf  who  are  ever 
nadjr  to  reward  the  eiorttonl  of  merit  witb  im^ 
liQortalarolanie. 

Hie  fienchjgoveEBBif nt|  having  appoiiHed  M. 
Tett  Infpeaor  of  the  porta  of  the  Levaot  and 
Barbary*  and  conimanded  m  veiSd  to  be:fittod 
oot  for  bis  paflage  thither,  from  Toulon,  odr  an- 
?  thor 
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tbor  received  orders  to  embark  od  board  that  (hip, 

and  to  follow  its  deftination.     He  accordingly 

^«.qoiited  hiti  friendi  at  Montford,  and  took  poft. 

liorfes  to  Marfeillef,  where  he  continued  but  a 

Oh  hU  arrival  at  La*Ciotat,  (which  he  vifited 
in  bonfequence  ofTomcmemoriali,  addrefled  to 
Verrailles^by  an  individual,  who  had  fiarted  the 
idea  of  cutting  through  a  hill  in  the  vicinase,  as 
far  as  the  fea,  under  preieBce  of  extrading  a  large 
quantity  of  coral),  he  received  the  following  par- 
ticulars of  a  curious  cerenooy,  ^hich  annually 
takes  place  at  the  latter  end  of  December.  A 
cpnfidjertible  number  of  ipeo^  armed  wltl^Jwivis 
and  piftols,  fet  but  in  queft  of  a  little  oird,  called 
troglodytes  by  the  ancients,  and  fiill  retaining 
that  name  in  the  hafuraPHiiftoiy  of  birds,  writtea 
l)y  Guenau  de  Montbeillard.  When  they  have 
found  it,  which  tequineiJMKgrttt  tividr  W^fitff 
Mke  care  to  have  one.ready  fdr  the  occafioa,  It  is 
folemnly  fv^fpended  f  roni  the  middle  qf  a  pole,  abd 
carried  round  the  town* tnr  two  men,  who  bearit 
on  their  ihoulders, .ias  If  It,  were  a  great-burddi 
The  ibird  is  then  nratghed,  in  M  large  pair'ef 
foales,  and  the  rcuMMoc^'of  the  day  irdevotfdto 
fsfiivity  and'Oaerrimcntt  ifThe  ai>peUatiaiv'be* 
ftowed'by  the  tnhabitahta  boi^thcf-itfogladf U)s>m 
equally  fingular  with  -the  a6dv«  cerenaoay  litn 
called  at  La  Ciotat,  *5'the  fioJe  cat,  or  father^f 
the  woodcock,'*  merely  'becaufe  its  plumage  is 
fimilitr.tp  thjrt  of  .the  woodcock,  which  they  er- 
roneoufly  ruppofe  to  be  engendered  by  the  pole 
tA,,With  refpe^t  to. the  prqieded  excavation, the 
iworlUL  that  had  begun  wer0  all  abandoned>and  the 
6i|terprife  itfelf  eatirely  relinquiihed.  r  (?K;f 
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onatnmlei  M$m^tm9tm^vMMm,>lmJik($ 
l^tiif  Mmd  poliflufig  <}f  qoral,  wUob  ii  ofoaHy 
f^MM  ioUm  AiMfHi  «pKI^4li«9e  to  be  givM  io 
•iMlHuigt  Ibr  d«f^«  flim  \\mBfM4$  in  the  neigh* 
^mkopAi^  Qeflfitpciilacem  wttte  wUm,  of  m 
MiiUeift  I  Qndi  i  If  • 

.  Mtf^ fi««4ni AoteftciDd  et  MMfdUet.  that 
Ike  ftii|ile«  llMk.eqaibpklf  tl  Toukm,  wonld 
not  be  «ens)letel]r«eeiqi'for  lone  lieoe*  he  od^ 
|ertoebaiPi«K»;yr6oa-into.l«fligttedoei  irith  the 
kCTfmf  if  Bi.  Tott;>  hk  the  eevirooe  of ^^etloi 
10^  obMifilhe  OQiftMhe  folkdled  «  ▼ariet|r  oiTfoW 
iniie  jnuter  ted  inarioejprodudioflitr  ei  Belof 
foc^  Ahey  vi6ieA>the  hethaj  ot  Froatigean,  thejr 
ailiife4  theoiiS^lvetriwiih  w.  view  of  the  fMoooe 
fiiie}ier4f>  end  from  thencr  .proceeded  aloag  tho 
ineft  rted  in  f ranees  to  Mont|>elier.  Thiafka<« 
(fMl  «inlbW» 'boeieT(lr»>  had  taken  up  fo  mtieli 
tieifl^  tbel  it  wei  leqotjQte  ?to  rcfifit  the  coaft  <^ 
Provence,  whether  Ihey.ieColved  to  retiirtjbbx  iea# 
fher  leeelnduiglf  agreed  Ihr  their  paflage,  jtthh 
tbttifnaftei  of  a  taviant,  then  in  the  poet  of  Cotiei 
aUdTVemtwaitiDg  ot  tho  ion,  for  the  hoar  of^^ 
pai^e,.  .iKfaien  the 3(  ivere  abroptly  told,  thot.tho 
cofnoBkHidant  of  the  town  waa  highly  ofiended 
at  ihelff  eeaduA,  in  prefomiog  to  leave  the  port 
without  bin  omiCent ;  ^thai  he  wai  particularly  in* 
cenfed  againft  Sonnioitivoa:  whom,  as  an  officer^ 
he  etpe^ed  the  teremonyiof  a  viiit;  and  that 
hesBow.  requefted  theca  to  repair  to  hia  Kooic^ 
wheri) Vftveral  other;' perfoof,  who  defigned  to 
takotheiff^pafifoge  in  thofacne  tartan,  weieel« 
Mady  afiembled.  li»  oonfe(|Qence  of  tfaif  cojiU 
008  meflage^  our  atxthof  and  hia  coaDpaDtMa 
waited  npoo  Mi  Ooerelle^  officer  of  invattda 

0^  and 
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sod  obmiMfKtaint  of  C^tte,  who,  on  tbelir  nrrl? al, 
iotforaied  oar  tnivieller^  'Ibtt  he  wai  mnohiAiiw 
pnibd  at  bitnetfloA,  andobTenred,'  that  he  ibovM 
oeitainly  ham  hivited'hhn  to  partake  of  hit  ftmj^ 
had  he  thought  proper  to  pay  him  a  riftt.  B«m* 
nini  briefly  afifwored^  tlkt,  at  a  ftradgeri'  a  inh 
vellerj  aod  officer,  who  did  oot  belong  to  the 
anriy,  he  muft  inapldra  Jbrgiteoeft  lor  hit  ijgBor* 
anceof  the  oomoMildiiiitrt  exilleflce«  irhDM  >i^ 
wat  by  no  meant  iheobjeift  of  hit  refetvchetL  ' 

Evidently  tttficowo^rted  at  tbo  ooo«lufion  of 
Ihit  pointed  anfwer,'  M.  Qudrellb  told  ^kn,  he 
wat  at  liberty  to  depiirt,  whenctrr  ho  thought 
proper,  and  then  turning,  with  an  air  of  affecnd 
dignity,  towardt  the  other  travellen,  he  ^com- 
maoded  them  to  go  aboot  their  bafineft,  at>  he 
had  no  concern  with  them.  Our  aothoT  and  hit 
contpanioos  accordingly  proceeded  towardt  their 
little  vefTel,  greatly  amufed  with  ^thit  lodicvoot 
adventure,  whioh  appeared  fo  analogoot  to  the 
oamo  of  the  ooliimdndant.  "^ ' 

1^  On  the  26th  of  April  1777,  our  author  failed 
from  the  road  of  Toulon,  in  the  Alalante  frigate j 
but,  the  wind  proving  unfavourable,  the^  mari*> 
ners  %ere  obliged  to  caft  anchor,  the  following* af«^ 
temooo,  in  the  road  Det  Vigcettet,  in  the  bay  of 
Toulon,  where  the  elevated  ooaft,  finely  clothed 
with  the  produ^oni  of  Ceret,  and  agreeably 
fpotted  with  a  variety  of  rural  edificet,^  formi  i\ 
charming  contraft' to  the  naked  fidet  of  the 
mountaint,  which  oompofe  the  back  ground  of 
the  intcrcfiing  fcene,  and  which,  notwithfiand- 
ina  their  fleril  appearanco>  afford,  in  fome  partt, 
a  lobftantial  and  oidoriferout  food,  to  the  juAly 
oelcbr^ted  i^ockt  in  the  vicinage  of  Xovdon* 
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■  On  the  2d  of  May.  a  breeze,  from  the  north 
weft;  enabled  the  feamen  to  refume  their  vof  a^r 
till^the  morning  of  the  4tb,  "s^hen  ihry  were  agaiA 
liffled  by  adverfe  ▼^i.ndt,  and  neo  riTit<ued  to  put 
iaib  Genoa. 

-  Af  the  city  of  Geno#.  ha'.  *)izn  Ab\f  and  fre- 
fluently  defcrilMrd  in  the  writiTigs  of  other  hq- 
timra,  Sonofni  ii  6tent  xnmm  itoe  {abirfi,  »!ik^,  in 
piece  thereof,  ^lenti  eiy  trendcri  with  ibs  re- 
citei  of  af  little  occnmrfJct,  thst  fvr/irl^cs  «  trsit: 
of  national  charader;,  awd  is,  tkf  refii*^'?,  f)«:niif;ci 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  pult/ii^  YNiacf?  th/y 
opera  at  Genoe,  our  traveller  TcuiDfked  two  fe- 
iMle  dancert,  who  fufta'^nec!  tl'^ti  p;  h'icr j^aH  part  ui 
the  ballet,  and  who  were  ^iu  young  Ki-id  eii- 
tremely  beautiful.  >^rheh'  pcrforniiuice,  bov/ever^ 
waa  eflentially  different^  ar  f he  tncvrm^ntfi  «jd 
attitttdea'of  the  one  might  he  f\xitly  4Bid  tob«f 
difeded  by  the  graces,  while  the  ftepd  uivi  fprings 
of  thr  other,  though  apparently  foperior  In  ^ofnt 
off  exertion,  were  in  maVny  no  rrcre  ihatt  iOfiete 
ftats  of  aAivity ;  yetinch  wak  the  corrupted  tafte 
of  the  Genoefe,  tha^  f.he  fcimtr  wai  regarded 
with  univerfal  coldnefs,  while  the  latter  was  re- 
ceived with  a  thmryler  of  applaufe.  Anxious  to 
eorred  the  ercdr  r>f  the  audience,  and  to  transfer 
the  fmile*;  of  approbation  to  the  fide  of  merit, 
Sor.niirji,  with  feveral  of  bis  countrymen  and 
fellow  paflengers,  took  different  pofts  in  the 
theatre,  and  applauded  their  favourite  adrefs 
fo  warmly,  that  a  few  of  the  Genoefe  began  to 
join  them;  but  the  triumph  was  enfured,  in  fpite 
of  all  their  endeavours,  to  the  other  dancer.  Next 
day  they  went,  in  greater  numbers,  and  ef- 
poufed  the  canfe  of  the  negleded  graces  with 
llill  greater  zeal^  till  the  ftruggle  became  fuffici- 
'       :  cntly 
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•ntlj  violent,  to  excite  the  folicitode  •£  tWi^ 
sate,  who  accordingly  ptifled  a  decree*  for  tbi 
prohibition  of  any  future  diftnrbance,  and  order* 
fd  fentries  to  be  Rationed  in  varioui  parts  oflki 
houfe.  The  Frenciiroen,  however,  ftiU  ireiiiaiiad 
refolute  in  their  porpoTei  till  the  refifia«ee  gra- 
dually fabfided,  and,  after  a  few  more  repreienta* 
tioni»  they  had  the  fatisfa^Uon  of  feeing  their  dot 
fign  completely  acoompliibed^.  9$  ihe  adrefs,  who 
had  fo  recently,  triuDiphed  over  her  fuperior»  vas 
now  feen  with  indifferenoe»  and  the  public  ad^ 
miration  was  entirely  traosCenwd  to  her,  of  whom 
Soonini  had  avowed  himfelf  the  ehainpioa. '  S^ 
tiified  with  his  fuccefs*  in  a  point  fo  importiiH} 
our  author  gave  an  entertainiaent  on  board  the 
Atalante,  to  the  two  dancen,  and  endeavoured 
to  make  Tome  amends,  by  his  urbanity,  for  that 
do'ansement  of  fuccefa  whieh  his  «aertieiit  had 
caufed  to  the  former  protegee  of  thAiGettaefe 
audience. 

After  a  delay  of  ten  dayi^  our  travdtoaodhia 
companions  failed  ftom  llvrhatboarof  Geaoa» 
on  the  13th  of  May,  with  a  Dnefli  gale,  .from  tho 
north-ea^,  that  bore  them  rapidly  along,  £ieni 
t^e  lofty  and  fertile  coaft  of  that  beautiful  jpart 
ef  Italy  i  while  the  maritime  Alps,  which  reiem* 
bled  an  iremcnfe  amphitheatre,  inerufted  with 
perpetual  fnow,  gradually  receded  from  tbeBght, 
and  the  high  mountains,  that  (kirt  the  gulf  of 
Spezzia,  prefeoted  themfelves  to  view.  Thiir 
fummits  were  alfo  capped  with  (^w,  aud  they 
were  drftitute  of  vegetation,  but  produ^ve  of 
the  fined  marbles  that  are  exported  ^m  Italy. 
On  the  left,  the  mariners  pafled  the  fmall,  eircn» 
lar  ifland  of  Gorgona,  fubjed  to  the  grand  duke 
of  TofcaD/^  and  afterwards  paflcd  between  Cape 
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Corfotnd  Capraria,  a  fmall  ifland,  appertaining 
to  the  repablic  of  Genoa.  It  is  fcarcely  worthy 
a  better  appellationi  than  a  barren  rock ;  bat  it 
oimtains,  notwithftanding,  a  few  houfes^  that  arq 
itibabited-  by  excellent  failors. 

On  the  following  day,  they  plied  to  windward^ 
between  Cape  Cono  and  the  iiland  of  Elba,  a 
pofleffion  of  the  king  of  Naples.  It  has  two  ex- 
cellent harbours,  and  affords  fome  good  marble ; 
but'  is  more  particularly  famrd  for  its  mines  of 
itot  and  magnets,  which  render  its  approach  per- 
Mptlble  to  navigatdirs,  from  the  great  ?ariationa 
io  ^hiph  the  compafs  Is-  there  fubjeA.  The  me« 
thd(^  oJF  working  iron  in  this  ifle  is  more  econo^ 
iflll^l,  more  exp^itious,  and  more  advantageoui 
than  lihat  of  tit  ■  common  forges.  In  other  parti 
of '£iirope;'the  metal^  which  is  produced,  iv 
equal  to  the  heft  Swedifli,  in  toughnefs  and 
malleability.- 

The  coaft  between  Cape  Corfo  and  Baflia  ia 
conpofed  of  deep  mountains,  many  of  them  co-' 
tered  with  fnow.  The  city  of  Bai^ia  is  pteafant- 
ly  fitdated  upon  the  declivity  of  a  hili,  and  iti 
harbour'nfffbrds  fecure  anchorage  for  fmall  vcflfelsy 
though  it  is  unfit  for  the  reception  of  (hips  of  war. 

Towards  noon,  the  Atalante  pafled  near  a  bare, 
and  defert  rock,  called  Monte  Chrifto,  (ituated  at 
afhiMl  dlftance;  to  the  fouthward  of  Elba,  from 
#hich  it  iVteips  to  have  been  detached,  by  one  of 
thofe  cotivuliidhs  of  nature,  which  frequently 
happen  in  the^  Teas:  The  line  of  land,  that  ori- 
ginally united  the  two  iflands,  may  ftill  be  traced 
by  an  intervening  rock,  called  the  Piancoa,  that  it 
alrnott  even  with  the  water's  edge. 

^t'^the  commeocenM^nt  of  the  afternoon,  the 
WPatKer  was  ^ae,  and  there  was  a  light  air 
-  *«£.(  from 
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from  the  fouth-eaft;  bot»  towards  eveoiog,  the 
^iod  changed,  and  blew  ftrong  fron  the  loath* 
weft.  The  iky  was  then  overcaft)  the  advaocing 
flight  wag  extremely  dark»  and  derived  additional 
ihorror  from  the  frequent  flaihes  of  lightning, 
that  gilded. the  frowning  douds  with  a  tranli- 
iory  blaze,  and  illumined  the  agitateii  waves  of 
the  ocean.  This  gale  of  wind  continued  till  the 
15th,  when  the  veflel  was  abreaft  of  La  Booche 
di  Bonifacio,*  and  about  ten  leagues  dittant  frpm 
the  land.  The  fea  ia  here  repulfed  by  nuniber* 
lefs  (hoals  and  a  gre^t  extent  of  jaoan,  aod^tliB 
winds  are  frequently  changed  by  a  variety  of 
firaits,  fo  that  few  fliips  navigate  in  thele  lati* 
tudes  without  meeting  with  limd  weather.  Dur- 
ing the  tempeft  in  the  morning, ,  feveral  ouaill 
and  turtle-doves  endeavofurcd  to  ihield  tmm^ 
lei ves  from  the  f^ry  of  the  contending  elenieati, 
by  fettling  upon  the  ihip :  they  were  all  fo  e&treo^e- 
ly  fatigueid  or  terrified,  thi|t  they  fuJSered  Ihem- 
ielves  to  be  taken  by  the  hand.  At  fome  diftance 
from  the  frigate,  the  billows  were  ploughed  by  4 
numerous  ihoal  of  porpoifes,  while,  on. the  odiec 
^de,  a  turtle  lay  iluggiibly  upon  the  furface. 

After  encountering  another  gale,  from  the  well 
fouth-weft,  the  feamen  di(covered,  on  the  lyth, 
the  ifland  of  Uftica,  a  dependency  of  Sicily.  It 
is  well  cultivated,  though  only  about  Uvalve 
miles  in  circumference :  i^  is  well  known,  ao  a 
reireat  to  the  pirates,  who  infeft  thefe  feas, 
though  it  is  only  four  years  fince  the  Neapolitan 
monarch  refolved  to  enCt  a  fort  upon  it,  in  or- 
^er  to  keep  them  away.  ,  They  had  alfo  ahead 
of  them,  the  Sicilian  pfomontory,  called  Cape 

*  The  ftnitt  which  fepirtt*  the  Jflaad  of  Corfics 
from  that  of  Sardiaia. 
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Sa»  Vltb,  and  above  twelve  o'clock  thinr  caft 
aii€!bor»  at  Uie  a^itttli  of  the  harbour,  at  Palerr 
moi  aflid  diipalehed  an  officer,  to  coijiipliQient  the 
Tkerojf  of  Mcily,  ted  to  negociate  with  him  the 
fidint  of  fahitea.  It  waa  accordingly  agreed. 
fhac  tlie  Aiakiote  Ihoitld  fire  fifteen  gunr,  and 
thift  %  Mllar  liOMber  ihonld  be  retarned  by  thd 
citadel;  bat  fuch  waa  the  ftto  of  "I'ue Sicilian  ar^ 
t^ei^,  that  two  fioil  houra  etopfcd,  while  the 
folMien  wefebofily  employed  in  ralfipg  fotne 
kalf'borled  pieeea  ef  cannon,  placing  them  oj^n 
Mbtlbi  of  weed»  inilead  of  carrii^ea,  and  putung 
them  ha  a  eondltlo6  to  fqt^l  the  ticeroy'a  en* 
gageaneaf .  The  Bavhary  corfaira  weit  well  ac- 
^ilited  with  thia  liiamefiil  neglbd,  and  fr&- 
qfleatly  availed  tfiemfblvea  of  it,  by  catting  vef- 
i<^  out  of  the  venf  fiarbomr. 

Aa  only  three  dnya  were  fpent  at  Palermo,  ont 
author  employed  theqa  to  the  befl  advantage,  by 
viifing,  Mpidly^  every  diifag,of  note  in  the  city 
and  ila  envlrobi,  whldi  are  already  well  known, 
by  tlie  iNlrratidiia  of  variotia  travellers,  and  the 
bcaatiltd  ddin^ationa  of  difibrent  artifb. 

The  harbour  it  one  of  the  fecureft  in  thefe 
ftask  and  is  defboded  by  a  fertrefs:  its  form  ii 
civcuibf,  bat  ita  intilliefy,  aa  already  defcribed,  ia 
sl6biany  donte^nj^ble.  The  city,  with  the  fobr 
orba  and  drcottijiieeiift  walka,  prefenta  to  the  fpec- 
tator  an  agreeable  and  richly-diverfified  amphi* 
theatre^,  #hilei^  back^efy  is  reiidered  highl/ 
pi<ft(ite^iiie,'by  a  chain  of  loi^moantains,  wholer 
oefceL^  aidd-iia'cqltlvated  faiibmita  afpire  to  thi^ 
ckmd%  ifltamdiatAr  b^^  (h6  dty.  The  ftreeti 
are  w<ell  boRVr^<fe/ ^Ig^t,  and  paved  with 
large  ibi^l-^liQqgeft  of  them  may  be  faidto 
NeiQbie  that  nf  St.  Honors,  at  Paris,  by  thd 
I  fplendid 


156 


SOMNllll'i  T14TlLft 


fpl^ndid  iUniniiiation  of-  Ihe  (baps  ao4  opffee'' 
houles;  bpr  the  number  of  equipagci/  witb  iam- 
beaus  behind  them;  and  by  the  Cfowdi  Qfjpeoplei 
fiiat  pafs  and  repafs  continqally.  .At  the  ejitrer 
mities  of  the  city  are  four  ^andfoniie  gatea»  with 
two  fireets  leading  to  them>  which  croii  each 
other,  near  their  centre,  an4j^cp,ii  ioiall  fqoarcj 
called  the  Ottaogolp.  ,  ,    ; 

Such  of  the  SicUiani  as  arc  not  aftaal  la- 
bourers, are  fo  confiantly^ured.Ao^go  out  iB.a 
9oach,  that  they  would  deem  it  high|y.itidec)Qni^ 
10  make  ufe  of  their  legs  i,  bei^j  the  BQmbei.of 
carriages  is  very  grcftt,  and  a  roreign^r  nwy  pro- 
cure one,  of  ref^^able  appearance^  at  the  rate 
pf  feven  or  eight  lifres  jer^day.  3words  are 
imiyerfaUy  worn  at  t^alermb,  by  perfons  of  eve- 
ry  defcription;  The  hair-tdrefler^  with  bis  pow-> 
4er-bag;  the  oobler,  with  his  leathern  aprons 
and,  in  ihort,  every  artifan,  in  the  drcis  of  .bif 
refpeftive  p^pfeffion*  nay  be  ther^  feep,  w^th  a 
long  toledo  by  his  fide,  an  old,  fnll  bottomed  wig 
upon  his  head,  and  moft  commonly  w^tb  a  pair 
of  fpe^tacles  banging  upon  bis  nofe»  Thechurcbr 
es  are  magnificently  aecorated,  and  frequently 
overloaded  with  ornaments,  in  (uch  .a  manner  at 
to  give  ofifence  to  good  tafte.  Thfi  priqcip^  ob- 
je^s  of  admiration,  which  embelliih  the  interior 
of  thefe  edifices  are,  fome  excellcpt  pi|iotingS2 
the  fuperb  altar  of  St.  Gatjt^arine's,  oonf^ruded  of 
the  fineft  marUe,  ^|ch«  by  a  fipppila^  chance, 
forms  a  broad  fefioop  boroer  round  it;  t|ie  tweo- 
U-fopr  columns  of  wWt^^pM^ 
^e  cathedral :  ;flB?o^,,<9m^^f  flMW  17*  M^ 
an  iipmcorc  Ubernaplf^^JapiaJaz^^  I     ,./ 

1 2e  temple,  whi<j^  baa  been^ei^  |o  |iature 
imd  the  fcienccs^  is  lauoh  ^ly^^cdf  aad  tho: 
k  ,:  .    »  V  **  .»"^cunv 
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mnfeum  is  a  confufed  aiTemblage  of  onintereft- 
2ng  objedsj  the  coUedioD  of  aninaali  is  rooft 
wretched,  merelv  confiding  of  a  few  nlonfters, 
preferred  in  fpirits  of  wine,  and  of  worm-eaten 
ikins,  that  are  literally  dropping  to  pi^eces ;  there 
are,  however,  fomr  valuable  antiques  and  fome 
carious  pttrifadions. 

The  adjacent  country  is  extremely  pleafant. 
La  Bagaria,  a  canton,  at  nine  miles  difiance  from 
the  city,  is  juftly  celebrated  for  the  beauty  of  its 
plains,  the  richnefs  of  its  foil,  the  variety  of  its 
culture,  and  the  numerous  villas  with  which  it; 
is  embelliflied.  The  road  that  leads  to  it,  is  en- 
tirely lined  with  aloes  ^nd  J  .  ^irn  figs.  In  this 
part,  our  author  faw  the  palace  of  prince  Palago- 
Di,  which  is  really  fo  (booking  a  monument  of 
bad  tafte,  that  it  does  not  even  merit  the  appel- 
lation of  folly.  The  exterior  and  avenues  are 
crowded  with  a  prodigious  number  of  clumfy 
itatues,  thrown  promiK:uoully  together,  and  re- 
prefenting  monfters,  fo  difguiting,  that  they 
ceafe  to  be  ridiculous.  The  ftyle  of  the  interior 
is  perfedly  analogous.  The  walls  of  the  apart- 
ments ar&  plated  with  coloured  glafs,  in  imi- 
tation of  marble,  and  the  ceiling  is  compofed  of 
numerous  fragments  of  Ipoking-glafles,  which 
reflect  obje^s  in  a  thonfand  different  ways.  Here, 
alfo,  the  fpedator  is  ihown  large  crucifixes,  and 
pyramids,  con  ft  ruffed  of  cups,  faucers,  coffee- 
pots, and  other  articles  of  earthern  ware,  arrang- 
ed ill  fuch  a  manner,'as  to  form  the'moft  incon- 
fiftent  aiTemblage.     In  the  chapel,  there  is  a 

Soup,  of  angels,   entirrly  naked,   of  the  moI| 
aotifb)  form»  and  t>rfnifttft  colouring,  with  a 
horrible  wopden  figure  in  the  midft  of  them,  re- 
prefenting  a  dead   man.   partly  dc.   '^rcd    by 
Voi^XXtU.  P  -orms. 
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worim.  At  this  piece  of  dirgufiiaj^  iibfundity 
ii  unldckilf  execoted  io  fuch  a  inanner»  as  to 
appear  natural  at  the  firft  glance,  maay  ladiet» 
inrho  have  vifited  thit  grotcfque  edifice,  have 
fainted  at  the  unexpeAra-  fight,  and  rGmetimes 
etperienced  the  moft  difafirons  confeqaences 
from,  their  ill-timed  curiofity.  The  foriaoe  of 
the  proprietor,  it  feems,  is  now  vefted  in  the 
hands  of  trafteei,  as  bis  friends  have  fodnd  that 
he  was  ruining  himfelf,  by  the  execution  of  his 
favourite,  but  prepofterous,  abfordidet. 

Adjoining  the  edifice  of  Palagoni^ftanda  the  pa- 
lace of  Prince  Valguarnera,  which  forms  a  charm- 
ing contrdft  to  the  former^  as  confiderable  tafie 
is  diif||>layed  botb  in  its  conftrudion  and  furni- 
ture. Its  fituation  and  profped  are  exquifitely 
pkafant :  it  is  embelliibed  with  a  noble  gar<ien, 
9  fine  piece  of  water,  and  an  elegant  theatre  for 
private  reprefentations,  while  to  thefe  advan- 
tastes  is  joined,  the  urbanity  6f  its  proprietor, 
which  renders  it  indeed  a  moft  delightful  abode. 

Fi'om  hence,  our  traveller  made  an  excurfion 
io  ii  fmall  town,  denominated  Montreale.  It  is 
built  on  the  fummit  of  a  fteep  mountain,  at  the 
termination  of  a  new  and  excellent  road,  guard- 
ed on  each  fide  by  a  wall,  breafi  high,  fprinkled 
with  cryfial  ftreamlets,  that  lave  the  gemle 
declivity,  and  perfumed  by  aromatic  odours, 
which  rife  from  an  adjacent  foreft  of  orange  and 
lemon  trees.  The  moft  remarkable  objed  iq 
Montreale,  is  a  large  church,  ei;ededv  by  WiUiam 
the  Good.  It  is  completely  incrnfie^  with  mofaic, 
and  the  principal  altar  ip  of  mafiy  filycr,  admira- 
bly executed. 

Among  other  remaifkable  thtngs,  in  the  envi- 
rons of^Palermoj  a  Convent  of  Capuchin  friarl 


IS 


' 


I  the  pa- 
charm- 
>Ie  tafle 
d  furni- 
[)oifiteIy 
garcteiii 
satrefor 
!  adv'aiw 
oprietor, 
il  abode, 
ixcurfion 
ie.    It  is 
1,  at  the 
,  guard- 
rpriokled 
B   genile 
odours, 
ange  and 
sbjed  iq 
'  WUliam 
b  rnofaic, 
;  admira- 

the  envi* 
tiin  friars 


m  a&TPT.  159 

is  poioled  out  to  the  cariofity  of  firangen :  it  ii 
fitoated  at  a  fniali  diftance  fr.m  the  town,  an4 
|tt  gardens  ferve  for  a  public  promenade.  Be- 
neath the  monaHery'  is  a  large  cave,  divided  into 
four  great  galleries,  and  lighted  by  means  of 
apertpres  at  each  extremity.  Here  are  preferv^ 
ed  all  the  friars,  who  have  died  (ince  ibe  found- 
atioD  of  (he  convent,  as  well  as  the  *  bodies  of 
feVeral  indiyidoals  of  the  town,  who  were  appar- 
ently fearful  to  be  confounded  with  the  reft  of 
mankind,  even  after  their  deceafe. 

But  hafteoing  to  quit  this  dreary  abode,  onr 
author  gives  the  following  animated  pi&ure,  o^ 
Sicilyli  privileged  foil,  and  its  exuberant  prodqc- 
tipns.  "  Warmed,"  fays  he,  *'  by  the  genial  heatof 
the  folar  rays,  and  by  fubterraneous  nre,  the  earth 
tejeds  fcarcely  any' kind  of  culture;  whcthei^  be- 
decked-with  a  carpet  of  beautiful  green.)  enrich- 
ed with  the  .golden  harveOs,  whofe  abundance 
formerly  procured  this  ifland  the  name  of  the 
Granary  of  Rome;  or,  covered  with  trees  of  every 
kind,'  bearing  odoriferous  fruits  and  flowers,  ihe 
a^ways  prefents  herfelf  in  the  rich  drefs  of  ferti^* 

Kty." 

.  The, women,  feen  by  our  author,  in  that  pari 
of  Sipily  which, be  viiited,  vere,  in  general, 
kandj^pme,  and  reputed  very  fuCceptible  of  the 
teip4ei;  pafliions;  a  hiippy  difpofition,  which  they 

*  Tfie  prefcrvation  of  thcfe  bnities  it  enfurrd,  by  dryv 
ing  thciiQ  before  a  flow  fire,  iff  iuch  a  manner  as  to  con- 
lam«4hoflefli,  without  injuring  the  flctn  t  when  they  are 
(hofon|[lily  fined,  they  ar^  clad  in  the  monatlie  habit,  and 
Ift  fHP^.ighi  upon  (helves,  in  the  cave;  but  as  the  fliin  by  ibia 
fr^K;^^^^  difcotoured,  and  frecjuenUy  torn,  it  is  eafy  to 
coficeiye,  that  this  fingular  coUedion  muft  prcfent  a  very 
hideout  fpcAacle  to  a  ftranger, 

indifputably 


m 


IOViriiri*8  TIAYBLt 


Sndifpatably  deri?e  from  the  fcoiai  ipfloenoet  of 
their  atipofphere. 

The  paftafet  are  covered  with  nameroiis  herdf 
of  fine  oxen,  fimilar  to  thofe  of  Prance»  expept 
In  the  fliape  of  their  hornf«  which  are  equally  re- 
markable for  their  length  and  regularity.  Game 
of  every  kind  ii  extremely  plentiful,  and  fiih  ia 
alfo  caught  in  great  abundance.  The  adjaeent 
ihoals  are  likewife  reddened  with  coral,  and  .a 
great  number  of  boats  are  employed  in  the  fiih- 
ery  of  that  valuable  produdion  j  and  that  no- 
thing may  feem  defiitute  of  life  and  motion, 
gulli  frequently  cut  the  air  in  their  rapid  flight, 
over  the  fliips  at  anchor,  and  oppofe  the  brilliant 
white  of  their  plumage  to  the  beautiful  azure  of 
an  atmofphcre,  that  is  but  rarely  fullied  with  a 
cloud. 

Otuitting  the  harbour  of  Palermo,  a  little  after 
midnight,  on  the  22d  of  May,  the  Atalante  pro- 
ceeded towards  a  lofty  and  perpendicular  pro- 
montory, called  San  Vitto.  Between  this  cape 
and  Palermo,  the  coaft  is  (teep,  and  interfered  by 
fine,' cultivated  valleys,  which  form 'a  chariniqg 
contrail  to  the  Aerility  of  the  neighbouring  ropks. 
There  is  deep  water  alonz  the  coaft,  and  veflcls 
may  approach  very  near  to  it,  without  anydtoger. 
The  feamen  then  palTed  between  Maretimo  and 
Favbyanna,  two  fmall  iflands,  whither  the  king 
of  Naples  banifhes  his  fiate  prifoners.  While 
ftancking  towards  Malt^,  they  perceived  a  long 
extent  of  the  low  Sicilian  coaft,  between  Cape 
Marfella  and  Cape  Paflaro ;  and,  in  the  difiance, 
difcovered  a  chain  of  lofty  mountains,  parallel  to 
the  coaft.  The  weather  was  now  reroariLably 
fine ;  the  heaVens  perfedly  ierene ;  the  vefl<u 
glided  (lowly  over  the  fmooth  furface  of  the  wa- 
ters. 


DoeTof 

sherdf 
except 
lUyre- 

G«ine 

fiih  U 
Ijaqent 

aii4.« 
le  fifli- 
tat  no- 
notion, 

flight, 
rlllifint 
zure  of 

with  a 

le  after 
tc  pro- 
ar  pro* 
lis  cape 
\€ttAhf 
larming 
jroplw. 
1  veflcli 
diUiger. 
mo  and 
it  king 
While 
a  long 
;n  Cape 
liftance, 
rallel  to 
arkably 
5  vefla 
the  wa- 
ters^ 


ten,  Ibat  ijrit  (b^^cfly  c|impled  \f  the  gentle 
br^m^  whiHs  the  pafTengers  gated,  enr^prnrodt  on 
the  iiirrounding  plains,  rtohly  embelliwed  bjr  the 
fpoBt^neoos  proao^ons  of  nature,  eP<l  cMnn« 
ingly  4<vei0ned  bj  tbe  labouri  of  tne  bp^Mndr 
man.  ,    .   . ,   ' 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  thej  approache4 
the  ifland  of  Panteleria,  which  is  tolerably  fertile, 
•94  contains  fome  inhabitants.  It  has,  however^ 
bnt  one  fpring  of  water,  and  is  generally  dread- 
ed^ by  mariners,  who  Kpofr,  by  espef iepce,  that 
Ihipc  feldom  pmfs  it  wit^t  eucpuntering  an  ob- 
dinate  gale  of  wind. 

Next  day  they  entered  the  barbotur  of  Malta, 
which,  otir  author  affiross,  is  one  of  the  fineft  and 
iQlfO^  qipacictns  in  the  univerfe.  The  entrance  is 
narrowband  guarded  on  each  fide  by  a  ftrong  caftle. 
^bf  fortifications,  which  defend  the  port  and  the 
city,  lupe  truly  excellent,  aiid  kept  in  thorough  re-o 
pair.  The  city  of  Valette,  or  the  new  city,  is 
Well  bnilt;  the  roofs  of  the  boufes,  like  thofeof 
the  oriental  nations,  are  terraced,  and  the  fireeti^ 
are  paved  with  a  fort  of  fione,  that  is  fo  extreme- 
1y  wbite>  as  to  dafzle  the  eyes,  when  refie^ing 
the  rays  of  the  fun.  The  palace  of  the  grand 
matter  is  a  fpacious  building,  equally  remarkable 
for  its  exterior  and  interior  graceful  fimplicity. 
,  The  order  of  Malta  are  poiTefied  of  a  public  li« 
l^ary,  tb^t  is  apparently  increafing  with  great 
rapidity.  This  library  contains  Several  fpeci- 
niensof  natural  hiflory,  among  which  is  apetri« 
fied  bone,  of  confiderable  fize.  At  Malta  it  was 
fuppofed  to  be  a  piece  of  petri  fied  wood ;  but  our 
author  convinced  feveral  perfons  of  their  mifiake, 
and  clearly  demon ftra ted,  that  it  was  a  fragment 
of  the  femur  of  fome  large  quadruped. 

F3  AfiiU 
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A  ftill  richer  cabinet  of  cariofitiei  wti  difco- 
TeM  by  Soooini,  in  the  pofleffion  of  M.  Barbe-* 
roux,  which  contained  fome  choice,  corioos  petri- 
fadiont;  valoablO medals;  a  larp;e figured  pearl, 
a  beailtifol  enameHed  head,  in  chiara  ofcaro)  and 
a  large  cryftal  medallion,  engraved  by  Michael 
Angdo. 

Walking  is  not  hfre  a  degradation,  as  in  the 
noSfy  city  of  Palermo.  The  grand  matter  alqno 
poiTeflTes  a  coach  and  fix  horfes;  aod^venthis  is 
feldom  ufed  for  any  other  purpofe  than  to  carry 
him  to  his  country  houfe.  Officers  of  the  order, 
and  other  inhabitants,  keep  chaifes,  for  the* 
fame  purpofe,  drawn  by  a  fingle  mble»  and  led 
along  by  a  man,  in  order  to  prevent  any  accidetit 
to  the  humble,  but  careful,  citizen,  ^ho  is  necef* 
fitated  to  traverfe  the  ftreets  on  foot.  Of  the 
knights  of  Malta,  Sonnini  obferves,  that  all  tho 
members  of  the  order,  with  whom  he  had  any 
connexion,  were  only  remarkable  for  the  great 
amenity  of  their  manners  and  the  abundance  of 
their  civilities. 

At  the  diftance  of  three  miles  from  the  new  d- 
iy  is  the  old  one,  called  Citta  Vecchia.  '  It  is  the 
epifcopal  refidence,  and  is  embelliihed  with  a 
^ne  cathedral,  ornamented  with  an  abundance, 
of  green  and  yellow  antique  marble,  and  the  in- 
terior is  completely  hung  with  crimfon  damalk* 
trimmed  with  a  broad  gold  lace.  From  the  top 
of  the  fpire.  Mount  Etna  is  clearly  difcoverable* 
though  fituated  at  the  didance  of  two  hundred 
miles. 

In  the  vicinity  of  this  church  is  a  fmall  grotto, 
which  contains  an  excellent  ftatue  of  St.  Paul, 
and  the  inner  furface  of  the  roof  1$  covered  witH 
a  white  licbeq. 


'  III  loTrr.  KU 

tn  the  enviroDi  of  the  old  cl  y  tre  large  cav 
verm»  divided  into  fuch  munerouit  ramificationi, 
tlMt  it  has  been  fouiid  neceflTary  to  block  ftp  the 
entrance  of  Ibine  of  the  fobterraneboi  gallericff 
at'lbey  really  formed  a  labyrinth,  in  whicb  any 
peribo  might  have  loft  hioifelf,  and  perifhed  for 
want  of  afliftanoe,  They  were  formerly  ufed  aa 
places  of  fepultnre,  arid  ftill  retain  the  name  of 
catacombs.  On  each  fide  are  various  ftone  tomb9« 
placed  one  above  another,  and  fome  of  them  are 
covered  with  a  ccov^x  lid.  They  feem  alfo  to 
have  ferved  as  pliices  of  retreat  to  the  Maltefe, 
when  their  iiland  was  laid  w^ifte  by  the  cruel 
fCOQirge  of  war. 

The  ifland  of  Malta  is  fitnated  almoft  centralv 
]y  between  Africa  and  Sicily,  in  the  Mediterrar 
nean  fea.  Its  extreme  length  is  aboat  twentyi* 
one  miles  and  its  breadth  twelve.  Properly 
fpeaking,  it  is  no  other  than  a  rock,  almon  en-^ 
tirely  bare ;  but  its  fubftance  is  a  white,  calcare^ 
oas  ftone^  of  a  loofe  texture,  little  folidity,  anc| 
not  repugnant  to  vegetation.  The  contempla*' 
tiv^  traveller,  however,  cannot  refrain  from  ad« 
midng  the  induftry  of  the  Maltefe,  who,  by  dint 
of  labour  and  perfeverance,  have  contrived  to 
clothe  a  rock  (which  in  the  beft  part  is  only  co« 
vered  with  a  few  inches  of  earth)  with  thfi 
charming  and-  varied  produAions  of  Ceres  and 
Pomona.  In  order  to  efkSt  this,  they  are  oblig- 
ed to  excavate  and  beat  the  rock  into  pieces: 
one  portion  is  then  reduced  by  the  labourers  into 
minute  parts,  and  mixed  with  a  thin  layer  of 
mould,  which  they  occafionally  fetch  from  Sicily, 
while  the  fragments,  that  were  neareft  the  fur« 
face,  ferve  to  inclofe  the  field  with  a  dry  waU,  to 
prevent  tbe  tw  from  carrying  away  the  vegeta- 
tive 
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ti vf  Mitb.  nu  oieihwl  is  genorillf  foeeeftAil, 
gnd  the  mUtiire  prorat  f^  fertilo»  tbtt  oorn,  mil- 
Uu  tad  •OBiial  cottoa,  lie  f»wn  to  great  advaa* 
Ugeriifif  and  othor  irait  treat  thrifi  ramarkablx 
well  Upon  it.  and  it  pradueei  tbo(b  oraogei,  tbat 
are  uniTerfiUy  koown,  and  joftljf  e(lera>ed«  la 
moft  peril  of  Enrope.  for  tbe  riebneft  of  tbeir 
pulp  and  their  deligbtfol  llavoar.  Yet*  not- 
witblUnding  aU  Ibe  painltil  laboon  of  tbe  Mal« 
tefe*  aad  tbetr  unwearied  attention  to  agrical« 
ture,  it  nttft  be  acknowledfad*  tbat  tbeir  coun- 
tTf  It  by  no  meant  pleafant.  The  eye  it  fatigoed 
by  tbe  ancootb  appfaranee  of  namerailt  wallt* 
wbite  ftonet«  and  a  dry,  yellow  foil,  rarely  fpot- 
t^  witb  treat  or  verdnre;  and  even  tbofe  parts, 
that  are  diverfi6ed  with  the  varioat  crops  of  tho 
earth*  afltune  a  cbeerledi  afpeft,  aa  being  too  vifiblf 
the  tiMt  of  art  imaflSfted  by  the  gifts  of  nature. 
A  largA  garden*  tbat  was  laying  oat  at  St.  1Uit<H 
iiio,  belonging  to  tbe  grand  mafter,  at  tbediftaoce 
of  a  mile  and  a  half  from  tbe  town,  is  mentioned 
by  Sonnlni  as  one  of  tbe  moft  furprifinff  efforts  of 
Itfaltefe  indnftry  t  it  abounds  with  a  ine  doable 
poppyi  a  beautiful  kind  of  fcabious*  and  other 
lowers ;  and  is  confequently  a  miracle,  in  inch 
a  country  as  we  have  already  defcribed}  thongh, 
on  a  difllerent  foil,  it  would  be  deemed  but  a  ve- 
ry indifferent  garden,  fhe  Walks  were  entirely 
covered  with  uagments  oi  white  ffone,  and  were 
of  eourfe  difgufting  to  the  eya  and  unpleafiint  to 
the  feet.  The  grand  oaafter  gave  a  grand  enter- 
tainment to  tbe  travellers,  at  this  country  bouie. 
In  town,  no  per(bn  was  allowed  lo  eat  with  this 
petty  prince ;  and,  even  here*  it  was  only  foroe 
particular  perfons  who  were  admitted  to  that 
bonoar.  After  dioneo  hvmenrt  he  laid  afide  all 
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feltfaitatf,  «nd  nised.  with  evideot  good  bnmoar, 
among  the  compaoy 

Tbe  territory  of  Malta  it  by  no  ineani  fuAci- 
ent  for  tbe  fapport  of  its  inhabitants  >  bat,  on 
tbe  contrary,  tbe  greateft  part  of  the  coro»  oattto, 
and  all  other  neccflfaries  of  life,  are  brought  from 
Sicily,  which  may  be  jaftly  termed,  the  market 
and  granary  of  tbe  Maltefe.  The  veflels,  em« 
ployed  for  the  conveyance  of  provifions,  are  ac- 
counted the  fafteft  failers  in  the  world,  and  are 
generally  navigated  by  the  bed  and  the  moft 
coorageoiii  mariners. 

'  Variop»  kinds  of  fi(b  are  found  near  tbe  coaft 
of  Malta,  among  which  the  accola,  or  white  tun« 
ny, is  heldin  the bigheft efliroation :  it  is fmaller 
than  the  Aomnoon  tunny,  but  its  fleih  is  whiter 
and  more  delicate.  There  is  likewife  a  filhary  of 
cnmi  and  of  feveral  kinds  of  (hell  fiih,  as  the  da« 
toH;  the  pinn«,  th^  fpiny  oyfter,  the  tathys,  telli- 
DSB,  whelks,  &c.  The  paper  nautilus  is  fometimea 
aaet  "with,  but  is  fuffioiently  rare,  to  be  accounted 
'a  curiofity.  .*v  •        * 

During  the  twelve  days  that  were  fpent  by  our 
aorhor  at  Malta,  the  wind  was  ftrong  and  change*' 
able,  the  Tea  was  extremely  rough,  and  it  rain- 
ed wrthout  intermiffion,  though  he  was  credi- 
bly informed,  that  it  had  never  been  known  ta 
rain,  in  tbe  month  of  June,  for  tbe  couife 
of  forty  years.  The  inhabitants  were  na- 
tnrallv  amazed  at  fuch  extraordinary  weather, 
and  the  gallies  of*  ttie  order  were  brought  back 
into  the  harboon  They  were  literally  encum- 
bered  with  people }  the  admiral's  galley  alono> 
ttrrying  eight  hundred  men.  Their  deeorationa 
wer^  fope^b,  conG^ng  of  a  profufion  of  earred* 
work,  rjcbly  gilt ;  their  large  fails  were  ftriped 
-  blae 
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bluA  nni  white,  with  t  Urge  erdft  of  Malti, 
painted  in  the  centre  $  their  elegant  Hags  wa?ed 
in  the  air  wilh  fifonliar  an^fi  and.  when  nn- 
dcv  fail*  ny^ry  thing  concurred  to  make  them  a 
ffi^sadi^  rpe6Ucle.  Thej  were»  indeed,  chiefly 
prererTed,  by  the  order,  at  a  veflige  of  its  ancient 
magnificeiice,  M  their  conftrudion  rendered  them 
eqiialljr  m^t  for  an  engagement,  or  to  encounter 
a  riolent  florm. 

As  the  illand  of  Malta  bad  pafled  fucceffively 
through  the  baqds  of  (jBveral  nations,  before  it 
became  the  domain  of  the  hofpitalers  of  St.  John 
of  Jerufiilem»  who  afterwards  exchanged  that 
humble  title  for  the  appellation  of  knights  i  re- 
mates  of  aptiquity  are  commonly  found}  and 
there  ere  perfons  who  boldly  aflei  t,  that  the  Mai" 
tefe  language  is  dill  more  ancient  than  the 
greater  psirt  of  thefe  ruins.  It  has  indeed  long 
been  fuppofed  a  bafe  compound  of  Arabic  and 
Italian*  but  a  learned  natite  has  recently  demon* 
Arated,  that  the  MaUeie  may  vie  with  the  moft 
copious  of  the  living  languages. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  our  author  and  his  aflbci- 
ates  failed  from  the  harbour  of  Malta,  and,  on  the 
l^thfl  eame  wilhin  0ght  of  the  ifland  of  Cerigo, 
the  ancient  Cytbera,  fituated  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Archipelago  of  the  I<evant  s  they  alfo  ob- 
ferved»  at  a  fmal)  diftance,  four  fteril,  lofty,  and 
defolate  rocks ;  and,  on  the  following  day,  caft 
gnchor  in  the  deep  bay  of  La  Suda,  in  the  illand 
of  Candia,  from  whence  they  failed  towards  the 
low  and  fandy  coaft  of  Egypt,  and,  after  a  paflage 
of  a  few  days,  arrifed  fafely  at  Alexandria. 

It  niay  be  eafily  conceived  that  a  city,  planned 
by  the  comociaud  of  an  Alex^ider»  and  defigned 
by  a  Dioocraieit  »uft  have  bren  originally  very 
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floagnifieent.  It  wat  alfo  embelliflied,  try  fonKs 
of  the  Egyptian  kings,  with  admirable  etlablifh- 
meqit ;  and  its  commerce  waf»  at  one  time,  con- 
fefl*edly»  the  greateft  of  any  plate  on  the  face  of 
the  earth  $  but,  on  the  iotrodii^ion  of  luxary. 
dqpint  amnfement  degenerated  into  licentiouf* 
seu;  pnblic  rooraW  were  craduallt contaminated ; 
and  Alexandria  fell  a  viSim  to  tne  foHies  of  its 
own  inhabitants,  and  a  dreadAil  example  to  the 
larroonding  nadons. 

It  is  now  impoffible  to  view  the  recnalns  of 
this  once  great  and  jofily-famoas  city,  without 
emotions  of  the.deepeft  regret.  Monuments* 
that  once  appeared  to  mock  the  ravages  of  timet 
are  now  fadly  mutilated  and  mingled  with  com- 
mon rubbiih ;  the  immenfe  library  of  tbe  Ptole« 
mies  has  fallen  a  prey  to  the  deronring' flames ; 
the  ancient  Pharos  lies  boried  In  the  fea,  without 
even  any  certain  indication  of  the  fite  on  which 
it  ftood  ;  and  Alexandria  itfelf  now  occupies  (b 
fmall  a  portion  of  the  fpace  originally  inclofed> 
by  order  of  the  celebrated  conqueror,  that  it  nfay 
io  fad  be  faid  to  be  dwindled  away  to  a  modern 
town,  that  can  boaft  no  other  antiquities  than  the 
numerous  ruins  that  are  fcattered  around  it.  The 
arts,  the  fciences,  the  genius  of  the  oeople,  and 
commerce  itfelf,  is  fo  dreadfully  inrunk  and 
diminilhed,  that  Sonnini  affirms,  '*if  a  Writer 
were  not  fupported  by  the  ruins  of  a  chy,  for- 
merly fo  magnificent,  he  never  would  have  the 
courage  to  fpeak  of  the  one  which  npW  exifls.** 

The  latitude  of  Alexandria  has  been  given  1^ 
Chazelle,  of  the  academy  of  fciences  ft  Paris,  a| 
31  deg.  1 1.  min  20  (be.  Its  longitude  ii  4T  de^. 
56  min.  33  fee.  The  new  city  is  cbieily  eredra 
Qpon  the  fea- (bore,  the  fhreett  art  oarrbw,  umpani 
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ed,  ani  irregular.  The  roofs  of  the  honles  are 
^uniwerWiy  terraced,  and  the  apertures,  that  (erve 
at  windows^  are  almoft  hlocked  pp  by  wooden 
lattioei»  which  projeft  in  various  forms^  aod  are 
fo  dofe  as  fcarcely  to  admit  the  light.  By  this 
inveotioD,  the  habitations  of  the  citizens  are  lite- 
rally converted  into  prifons,. where  beauty  lan-^ 
guiibes  beneath  contempt  and  outrage,  inftead  of 
receiving  that  ardent  and  delicate  homage  which 
nature  intended  it  fhould  receive  from  every  ge- 
nerous and  feniible  heart. 

The  confufed  aflemblage  of  men,  of  difierent 
nations^  that  are  confiantly  feen  crowding  the 
iireets,  in  apparent  hafte  and  agitation,  prefents 
a  lingular  mixture  of  dreifes  and  manners  to  a 
contemplative  fpedator,  who  might  be  eaiily  led 
to  fuppofe,  from  their  loud  tone  of  voice,  diftort« 
cd  features,  and  violent  gellures,  that  they  adu* 
ally  intended  to  deftroy  each  other,  when  they  are 
only  cheapening  fome  article  of  traffic,  after  their 
accuflomed  manner.  From  this  remark,  it  is  eafy 
to  imagine  what  dreadful  exceiTes  fuch  perfons 
are  capable  of,  who,  on  the  moH  common  occa- 
fion,  bear  the  femblance  of  furies.  When  they 
are  really  incenfed,  and  their  minds  equally 
agitated  with  their  bodies,  they  abandon  them- 
felves  to  the  moll  ungovernable  pa  (Hon,  and 
really  refemble  thofe  terrific  beafts  of  prey,  which 
ipread  d^ath  and  defolation  over  the  arid  and  eo* 
ianguined  defert. 

Cruel  ai^d,)f ^vengeful  in  their  difpofition,  the 
JEgyptians  aje  npve^r  contented  with  even  the 
fnoft  ampK..fatisf^dion,  unlefs  rhey  dain  their 
hands  with  the  blood  of  him,  whom  they  have 
^eclared^  their  enemy.  They  indeed,  conceal  their 
Itfiiiooiity,  ipir  a  coniidcrablfi  time,  if  an  opportu*, 
r     •   '   '  -  -       -      .  tunitj 


nity  doei 
pnrpofei 
Jy  for€»  a 

a  Fniuk  1 
wreak  tb 
European 
thus  depr 
cafe,  and 
atrocity. 
The   A 
Alexandri 
fuch  of  tl 
tercourfe 
which  hat 
of  the  Le^ 
A  profv 
tutes  an  a1 
andrians,  ^ 
the  defola 
broken  fia 
fragments 
over  the  e 
juftly  ftylc 
deftrudior 
deur  and  < 
traveller  1 
ruins,  an( 
againlt  a  I 
have  want 
even  the  c 
have  fpan 
The  pre 
folid  wall 
circumfcri 
the  ancien 
was  nearly 
Vol.  X* 


lies  are 
It  fenre 
voodcQ 
iDd  are 
Bytbit 
ire  lite- 
ity  Ian-' 
fteadof 
i  which 
rery  ge- 

[iffereot 
ing  the 
prefenU 
srs  to  a 
afily  led 
,  diftort. 
ey  a&tt' 
they  arc 
ter  their 
it  is  eafy 

perfons 
on  occi- 
hen  they 

equally 
)n  tliera- 
on,  and 
y,  which 
1  and  eo* 

tion,  the 
even  the 
ain  their 
hey  have 
ccal  their 
opportu- 
tunity 


Alt  J  does  immediately  6ffer,  for  their  diabolical 
porpofe )  hot  the  effcdt  of  tbdr  malice  are  final- 
ly fare»  and  terribly  irrational.  If,  for  jnflance^ 
a  Frank  baa  by  any  meant  provoked  themj  tbey 
wreak  their  revenge  indifcriminately  npon  every 
European  who  comes  within  their  power^.and 
thus  deprive  themfelves  of  their  only  poffible  ex- 
cafe,  and  render  their  revenge  a  glaring  ad  of 
atrocity. 

The  Arabic  language  is  in  general  nfe  at 
Alexandria,  and  in  all  other  parts  of  Egypt }  but 
fuch  of  the  citizens  as  have  any  commercial  in- 
tercourfe  with  Europeans,  fpeak  the  Italian* 
which  has  confiderable  currency  in  all  the  porta 
of  the  Levant. 

A  profufion  of  fand,  duft,  $nd  rubbiib,  confii- 
tutes  an  abode  well  adapted  to  the  prefent  Alex- 
andrians, whefe  ignorance  dill  ferves  to  augment 
the  defolation.  Proftrate  or  infulated  columns, 
broken  fiatues,  difperfed  capitals,  entablatures,  and 
fragments  of  various  kinds  are  completely  ftrewed 
over  the  environs  of  the  city,  which  now  may  be 
juftly  ftyled  a  hideous  theaire  of  the  mod  horrible 
deftrudion.  Afflided  at  the  (ight  of  fallen  gran- 
deur and  contemned  magnifiqence,  the  generous 
traveller  (ighs  with  regret  over  the  numerous 
ruins,  and  burns  with  a  laudable  indignation 
againft  a  barbarous  race,  whofe  facrilegious  hands 
have  wantonly  deflroyedmany  monuments,  which 
even  the  corroding  tooth  of  time  would  hitherto 
have  fpared. 

The  prefent  enclofqre  of  Alexandria^  cpn(ifls  of 
folid  walls,  and  a  hundred  vaulted  towers,  the 
circumference  of  which  is  only  (ix  miles,  whereas, 
the  ancient  city,  according  to  t^e  bed  autjbprities, 
was  nearly  twenty-four  miles  jround.  The  arcblf 
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ttStnm  k  evidently  2ti  the  manner  of  tbe  Anbt) 
celiltiUii,  and  other  fragrnentt  of  aotiqae  monix- 
inenta/bave  been  employed  in  their  oonftratiHon, 
•nd  federal  infcriptiont,  on  ti?e  towerw,  in  Arabic 
•tid  Kiiphic  cbara6ter8|  folly  Itibftantiate  tbv  ti«<« 
lare  of  their  origin. 

Neiir  tbe  coatt^  and  towards  the  eaffem  extre- 
mity of  tile  drefcenty  formed  by  the  new  port« 
fiand  two  obelifles^  called  Cleopatra's  needles: 
dne  of  them  ftlll  reteins  its  original  poiition,  but 
the  other  is  thrown  from  its  txU'ei  and  almoft  bo- 
ried  in  tbe  fand.  Oar  atithor  Was  not  able,  at 
the  time  of  his  vifit,  to  take  their  dimeniionsi 
bat  otie  of  his  countrymen,  who  feeros  to  havt 
meafared  them  with  eqoal  care  and  exadneft, 
ttlkrts,  that  they  are  fifty-eight  feet  fix  Inches 
high,  and  feven  feet  fquare  at  the  bafe,  according 
to  the  French  mcafure,  of  which,  our  readen 
may  obferve,  the  Freneh  foot  is  to  the  Englifli  it 
nearly  the  fame  proportion  as  16  to  15.  They 
are  hewn  out  of  a  fingle  block  of  granite,  and  are 
completely  covered  with  hieroglyphics. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  thefe  obeli  Iks  the  pa? 
lace  of  the  Egyptian  monarcbs  once  raifed  iti 
magnificent' head;  and  many  fuperb  vefiiges  of  its 
original  grandeur  are  fiill  difcerfllble.  The  ruins 
now  yield  an  abundance  of  granite  and  marble  to 
the  worthlefs  citizens,  who  confiantly  profane 
them  in  the  conftrudiou  of  their  own  houfes  with 
other  ib^erials.  Medals,  and  other  curiofides, 
were  formerly  fonnd  on  this  fpot  with  tbe  great- 
eR  facility ;  but,  owing  te  the  reiterated  vifitation 
of  Europeans,  they  are  now  become  exttemely 
fcarce. 

Without  the  fdttth  gate  of  the  wall,  the  largeft 
•blamn  that  w«l  ever  raifedj  fiiU  reoiB  its  noble 
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%mi$  irlamphaiit  over  ignonmoey  tii«e«  wr4  blind 
fiipsrftitioa.  It  it  compofiBd  of  three  piceet  of 
lieaatifol  granttei  ont  cm  which  are  bewq  the  pe- 
deMt  the  ihaft.AiHl  capital.  Itt  hei^t  ia  4||>on^ 
oinetj-five  feet»  aod  the  oDean  diaoiet^r  if  fevcn 
feet  end  three  quarters ;  confcqaenily  the  rpli4 
conteots  of  the  :oltiino  may  be  compttted  at  (i^ 
thoulttPd  cnbic  feel  i  apdi  ai  it  is  fi  w^l-kn^wn 
Mi,  ihat  ope  cubic  foot  of  red  granite  weighs  a 
bundced  a»d  eighty-five  pounds,  ijs  weigbt  muii 
be  eqnivaleot  to  oqe  miUioo  one  hundff U  and 
te4  tboufand  poiindt  a  voi  rdujiois* 

The  grpoQd-fipon  which  this  pillar  ftands  bar- 
ing funkt  a  part  of  the  plinth  that  fuftaina  it>  It 
exposed  to  view.  It  is  a  granite  bloclt,  of  poly  fis 
(set  Cquare,  on  which  refts  a  pedeft^l  of  iniiicb 
Utrger  dimenfions  than  Itfelf  s  a  fad  which  fuffi- 
^eotly  proves  the  eaa^  perpendicularity  of  the 
whole  eredion, 

;  It  feeuBs  extremely  probable,  from  a  large  cir* 
cular  hollow  that  has.  been  difcovered  in  its  uppef 
part,  by  fpme  perfons  who  contrived  to  afcend 
thither  for  the  latisfadion  of  their  curioHty,  that 
the  capital  originally  ferved  as  a  baOt  to  foroo 
fiatue*  the  remains  of  which  are  now,  in  all  like- 
lihood* irrecoverably  loft.  A  native  of  Franco 
informed  our  luthor,  that  be  had  difcovered 
foise  fragments  of  a  ftatue  near  the  piljar,  which 
fsemed  to  have  been  of  a  prodigious  fize  -,  Ivit, 
finding  his  labour  fruitlefs  in  fearcbing  for  ;.bo 
remainderj  he  bad  thrown  them  into  the  Tea 
at  a  certain  part,  where  they  were  feen  by  Son- 
aini,  but  fo  obfooi^  by  the  fand,  that  te  could 
not  pofliblr  make  out  what  they  were.  ^His  in- 
former averted,  it%i  the  fragmeuti  v/ere  of  the 
fneft  porphyiy* 

Though 
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Tbongfa  TBrioiis  and  onmeroiis  ^ojefibfe^ 
have  htcn  frequently  ftarted,  and  ftill  exift,  coci-< 
ceroing  the  time  and  motives  of  the  ere6Uon  of 
the  famoui  Alexandrian  column^  it  would  be 
difficult  to  change  the  appellation  fo  long  affixed 
to  it,  and  which  it  will  probably  retain  through 
fucceeding  age8«  viz.  Pompey's  IlUar.  Some  in- 
deed boldly  affirm^  that  it  was  raifed  by  Csfar, 
in  commemoration  of  the  great  vidory  o?er  Pom<- 
pey,  at  Pharfalia;  others,  that  it  was  a  monu- 
ment of  gratitude  of  the  Alexandrians  towards 
the  Roman  emperor,  Alexander  Severus ;  and  -a 
third  clafs  attribute  its  elevation  to  the  com- 
mands of  Ptolemy  Evergetns,  one  of  the  kings  of 
Egypt ;  while  our  author  feems  inclined  to  attri- 
bute the  honour  of  its  eredion  to  thofe  ancient 
times,  which  produced  fo  tnariy  Egyptian  prodi- 
gies, when  thoufands  of ^  men  were  employed 
whole  years  in  the  conveyance  of  maflfes  of  ftone, 
the  very  nloving  of  which  feemed  to  mock  the 
greateft  exertion  of  human  ftrength.  > 

To  the  fouthward  of  P<^mpey*8  pillar*  is  a  deep, 
oblong,  and  fpacious  valley,  called  Giurg6,  by 
the  natives.  It  contains  fome  fragments  of  an- 
cient buildings,  feverrJ  detached  parts  of  granite 
colomns,  and  a  cave,  into  which,  however,  it  is 
not  poffible  how.to  enter.  The  next  place  worthy 
of  notice  is  the  kaliih,  or  cana?  of  Alexandria. 
<  In  the  time  of  the  £g3rptian  kings,  the  city 
was  not  furrounded  with  that  ileril  wafte,  which 
at  prefent  renders  its  environs  difgufting ;  bur, 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  refreihed  with  a  falutary 
Goolnefs,  and  the  furtounding  foil  was  fertilized 
by  the  lake  Mareotis,  and  two  large  canals,  one 
of  them  defcending  from  Upper  Egypt,  and  the 
pther  coming  from  a  branch  of  the  Nile,  called 
jooJ »  "  the 


llie  Mbkto.  Thi$(p  ttfdfttl  and  tgrceaVb  workt 
wtn  kept  |d  tolerible  repair,  under  the  govern - 
neat  of  the  caltpbt,  but  the  rage  of  the  Torkt 
for  deftniftion  kai  dried  ap  tbofe  charming  re* 
fervoira*  fp  that  sothHig  now  reroaina  bat  the 
canal  of  Lower  £gxpt,  and  even  that  is  in  a  rain* 
ausdoodillon.  It  hat  three  bridges  over  it,  of 
modern  conftmAlon  and  during  the  inandaiion» 
it  reoeivee  the  waters  of  the  Nile  at  Latfi  oppo* 
fiteFouah. 

At  a  fmall  diftanoe,  bj  the  fea-fide,  is  the  en* 
trattce  <^  the  fubtenraocotts  aqueduA,  that  con- 
▼eya  the  water  of  the  Alexandrians  into  their  cif- 
tehiii,  the  arches  of  wbicli  fopported  the  whole 
extent  of  the  ancient  tUj,  and  formed  one  of  the 
moft  beautiful  monuments  in  the  world.  It  was 
by  To  eafy  a  method  o(  communication,  that  mer« 
chandife  was  formerly  jconveyed  through  Egypt. 
The  perils  of  the  Tea  were  thus  eluded,  and  the 
dangerous  paiTage  of  the  mouth  of  the  Nile  was 
aroided,  with  equal  fKility.  Yet,  notwitbftand- 
ing  fuch  evident  »ofd  tnefiioiable  advantages,  this 
canal  has  besn  ftupidly  negleded,  by  an  igno- 
rant  and  barb^i'ous  people.  The  walls  that  fuf* 
tained  the  banks  were,  at  the  period  of  our  au- 
thor's vifit,  dropping  to  decay }  the  flream  itfelf 
was  impaiikble  for  boats,  and  feemed  to  threaten 
the  citizens  wjth  a  total  want  of  water  $  in  which 
cafe,  modern  Alexandria  might  have  funk  amidft 
the  furrouoding  ruins,  and  have  become  a  prey 
to  the  favage  animals  that  frequently  prowl 
around  its  walls,  and  fill  the  evening  air  with 
their  1  >i rid  cries. 

The  banks  of  the  canal  are  enlivened  by  a  few 
trees  and  ihrubs,  and  in  Come  places  they  are 
clothed  with  oocafional  patches  of  verdure^  whi* 

a  3  ther 
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ther  n  number  of  fmall  birds  ofaally  refort,  MDong 
which  our  traveller  remarked  the  fi{^- pecker,  tbn 
iky-Iark,  and  an  abundance  of  fparrows.  Thntk 
of  ibe  former  defcriptions  are  only  btrdg  ol>par* 
fage  at  Alexandria,  but  the  fparrowsr  like  tbofe 
of  £brope,  are  equally  remarkable  foreffiToniery, 
familiarity,  and  voracity,  feemingly  dcteFmincd 
to  partake,  at  all  events,  of  ibe  dwellings  and 
provisions  of  the  natives.-  Exclufive  of  a  few 
fields,  where  barley  is  fown,  and  where  artt- 
chokes  and  other  vegetables  are  cultivated,  the 
adjacent  country  prefents  nothing  to  the  fpedb* 
tor  but  rocks,  fands,  and  general  fterility.  The 
cultivation  was  formerly  much  larger,  and  might 
have  been  ftill  extend^d^lth  the  greateft  facility 
by  the  Alexandrians,  but  that  ignorant  and  inac- 
tive race,  who  made  no  effort  to  preferve  the  only 
water  that  was  potable,'Oould  not  be  expeded  to 
mako  any  exertion  to  proqure;to4ihemfelve$  either 
comfort  or  abundance. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  cadal  are  long  fubterra- 
neous  galleries,  hewn  out  of  the  rock,  and  diftin- 
guiflied  by  the  nams  of  ^he  Catacombs.  In  all 
probability  they  were  originally  the  quarries,  from 
whence  the  Oones  were  .extraded  fbx  the  conr; 
llrudion  of  the  city,  and  were  then  fet  apart  for 
the  purpofe  of  fepulture.  Mod  of  the  paflages 
have  fallen  in,  but  a  few  of  them  ferved  to  fatisfy 
our  author's  curiofity,  who  difcovered  on  each 
iide  the  interior,  three  rows  of  tombs,  placed  one 
above  the  other.  At  the  extremity  of  fome  of 
the  galleries,  there  are  feparate  chambers,  with 
their  peculiar  tombs,  mod  probably  defigned  for 
the  interment  of  fome  particular  family,  or  clafs 
of  citizens.  The  Arabs  confidently  aifirm,  that 
Ifiefe  catacombs  have  a  commaoication  with  the 
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pfrafiiIdt.of  Memphif.  TLIi  sflertioo,  how«iver» 
IS  not  readily,  believed  bf:  oar  author,  ai  he  con- 
Met  facfa  a  vaft  extent  appears  exaggerated;  It 
it  indeed  a  well  known  fe^,  that  they  reach  at 
faras  thefea  at  the  h(*4d.of  the  old  port,,  where 
three  eKoavations  id  the  rock,  honoured  hf  the 
Egyptians  with  the  appellation  of  Cleopatra's 
batbsi>  £cem  to  be  a  contidoatioQ  of  them. 
-  Du|ring  his  refidence  at  Alexandria,  Sonnini 
lodgeA  at  the  French  fa^ry»  which  he  deforibes 
as  a  quadrangular  building,  fitudted  at  tbt  Jie^td 
of  the  new  port,«nd  dodofing  a  large  couiflryard, 
found,  which  are  the  .^trarehoufes,  under  arcad<i^t 
thai  latter  are  fappf»rted  by  fragments  of  fiUWii 
taken  from  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  city,  ^'SeK*^ 
ral  areiof  granite,  and  one  is  of  porpliyry^  in.tho 
midft  of  the  yard  is  a  llatue,  of  white  fione,  re- 
prefenting  a  woman  with  a  child  by  her  (ide  j 
ibe  fculpture  is  tolerably  good,  a  d  the.  dre^mf 
in  particular  is  well  executed  i  but  it  has  received 
Aany  kud  frequent  injuries  from  tbe>  bales  of 
meidiandiie  that  are  continually  tofling  ^boolt 
tnd^'fometimes  fait  upou  it  with  fuch  furce  as.to 
mutUate  it.  The  apartments  are  built  over  the 
watehoafes,.  confequently  the  windows  «re  at  a 
ooniiderable  height  from  the  ground.  The  oi)]y 
avenue  to  this  fpacious  enclofure,  is  (hut  up  by 
a  (ingle  gate  ot  great  folidity,  and  in  tiincs  ©I 
tumult,  bales  of  goods  arc  ufually  piled  up  againil 
it,  as  a  farther  fecurity.  If,  however,  the  infur- 
redion  be  not  eafily  appeafed,  and  the  lea  ft  fear 
is  entertt^ined  of  the  |:opulaCe  breaking  in^i  all 
the  merchants  contrive  to  flip  from  the  windows* 

*  SMintni  had  one  day  an  opportunity  of  witneifingtlie 
axtretne  terror,  with  uhich  the  bare  idea  of  an  Aicxau- 
driio  riot  fill^  the  fouls  of  the  Gallic  nxerchsnu.    A  pcr- 
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in  tbe  eodrfe  of  the  night,  and  to  take  idbgi  «q 
board  of  fome  Tcfliel  in  th^  harboar. 

Having  heard  of  a  corioos  antique  roononsmil, 
that  was  in  a  mofque,  witlMNit  the  wills  of  the 
city,  our  author  exprefled  a  with  to  fee  it,  bnt 

SB  the  intimation  of  hit  defiire,  he  received  the 
fongeft  aflbrances  that  it  was  inapraAicable. 
He,  bowefer,  oontrifcd  to  bribe  the  inoan  of  the 
mofqae,  and,bf  his  cennivance,  had  an  opportu<> 
Bitr  of  examining  the  edifice,  and  its  contsAts, 
at  his  letfare.  The  riJMfqne  itfelf  is  very  ancient, 
the  widls  are  encmfted  with  marbles  of  different 
adtimri,  and  foooe  beantilul  pieces  of  molaic,  wdl 
repaid. the  trouble  of  our  adinnitorer  to  fatisfy 
hir  cturiofity,  The  tomb,  which  was  the  more 
Immediate  objed  of  his  refearch,  is  prdbaUy  one 
ef  the  fined  pieces  of  entiquity  in  Egypt^^It  is 
'9ery  large,  and  would  be  an  oblong  fquare,  were 
aot  one  of  its  fides  rounded  off  in  the  manner  of 
a  bathing-tub.  It  is  formed  of  one  piece  of  black 
and  fpotted  marble,  elegantly  diverfified  with 
green,  yellow,  and  red,  and  is  covered  with  fo 
great  a  profufion  of  hieroglyphics,  tha^  a  mobth 
would,  m  all  probability,  be  toofliorta  fpace  to 
admit  of  their  being  fiiitbifully  copied.  The  iar« 
cophagus  is  now  ufed  by  the  Mahometans  as  a 
reiervoir,  to  contain  water  for  their  religioua  ab- 
lotioos. 

It 

.  ■   I     .  .  ><      . 

I»a  hippeaiof  to  fay,  that  an  Efyptian  was  flain  by  a  native 
of  Europe,  the  gates  of  the  (mOtory  were  haftily  fhut.  bales 
of  goods  ordered  to  be  moved,  in  order  to  fuftain  tiie  ex- 
fcfted  (hocfc,  arid  all  t\»  inmates  of  the  fadr  ry  were  pre- 
paring to  efcape  to  the  harboar,  by  droppng  from  the 
windowi,  when  they  were  happily  informcdi  that  it  was 
mf  llahoBietia  who  bad  killed  aootber* 
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It  feemi  that  a  cootinaal  oommtinication  with 
tbe  varioai  nationa  of  Europe  bat,  in  fome  degree* 
difpofed  the  Alexandrians  to  more  toleration,  in 
fame  particalari,  than  the  reft  of  the  Egyptians; 
u  for  inftance,  Europeans  are  by  them  permitted, 
as  well  as  by  the  inhabitant«  of  Rofetta,  to  wear 
their  native  drefles,  while  in  every  other  part  of 
Egypt  they  are  forbidden  to  appear*  without  be- 
ing clad  m  the  orienul  falhion.  This  indul- 
gence, however,  muH  by  no  means  be  aboff  d  $ 
for  if  the  Europeans  venture  to  {how  themfelvea 
io  any  number,  or  with  any  degree  of  parade,  at 
1  diftance  from  the  (hipping,  they  inftantly  draw 
apon  themfelves  the  infults  of  the  populace. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fa6k  that,  notwithftanding ' 
the  ftupid  barbarifm  of  a  people,  who,  as  we  have 
already  obferved,  have  fo  fliamefuliy  negleded, 
and  fometim^  deftroyed,  the  rooft  precious  re- 
lics of  antiquity,  they  flill  preferve  a  folemn  re« 
fpe€t  for  the  name  of  the  iiluftrioua  conqueror, 
whofe  fuperb  monuments  lie  fcattered  around 
their  habitations.  "  Thou  art  an  Alexander,*"  is, 
io  their  opinion,  the  higheft  encomium  upon  hu- 
man valour;  fo  true  it  is  that,  when  the  fculp- 
tnred  marble  falls  negleded  to  the  duft,  and  the 
ftatue  of  bronze  is  con^^unded  with  the  common 
rains  of  a  city,  great  adions  will  Curvive  thofe 
periihable  monuments,  and  claim  an  unabated 
admiration  from  the  children  of  pofterity. 

European  merchaodife  is  conveyed  by  water 
from  Alexandria  to  Cairo,  from  whence  it  is  lent 
to  all  the  different  parts  of  Arabia,  Upper  Egypt, 
and  Abyffinia.  The  fmall  veifels,  ufed  for  this 
purpofe,  between  Alexandria  and  Rcfetta,  are 
denominated^  germs ;  generally  of  about  five  or 
fix  tons  burden.    Their  confirudioa  ia  tolerable, 

and 
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I7V  tovvMn^  niAVBit 

md  HMjranrrHltliiintar  i7«libif  «pe  hmfrnt* 
Ijr  tMrmd  in  a  liidr  wind*  «r  fvaliMlid  ii* 
among  the  fimcU,  •ndilMra puiik,  to|Hbt»  vfth 
their  croir*  and  cwrgnn.  Dnrinf  die  in«f«nfiMtf 
.tiie  Nile,  theft  aocuteattnrtlelt  Ifeqaenei  bnly 
when  tha  river  hat  retiicd  to  its  bed.  it  k  lb  es- 
tremeljr  thtliow  at  the  nMHith»  that  the  Sg]pptiaa> 
narinere  never  pafs  it  without  tramblinf.  To* 
wardf  the  end  of  the  fttbr  iffy,  th9  Dadlietta 
branch  of  the  Nile  was  enUreljp  choked  OOi  nod 
the  irft  boats  that  attempted  a  papife  lam  loA| 
the  danger  attending  the  Roiietta  bmbdi(leHBeA 
lilrc«f4fe  to  tncreafe  greatif  eveiy  jreari  |0t  ilWaa 
irrational  to  fo|ipole.,tiuit  theigneraneomii  af^ 
thy  of  the  Egyptians  Ihoold  ever  eootri?e  to  oon* 
line  the  water,  and  ^ireiBofO  depth  to  the  chao^ 

Among  v^rietY  of  firit  water  Mm,  eanght 
hf  the  natiirm  on  the  Alckandriaa  eBaft»:8(mnini 
partimniarlr  ramarked  thb  kin^  ^of  rnrt  diilitiiDi^ 
voted  the  lea  oa^le  i  the  boiltOto«  ^peeiea  <lf  IfaMdi 
tonny ;  the  gar  ilhi  the  Inir  mnllet»  and  the  baicb 
ivihioh  foriMirfy  eoeopied  0  diftiogoitediplaoa 
iipoB  Iber  tabiea  Of  the  Rc^pansi  <  'Oor  aothor  pio^ 
frarbd  one  of  thelb  fid^  which^  waa  tU#tf  inches 
long)  the  cokur  df  iu  body  was  a  daHc  biae» 
rlouded  with  gn^s  its  hoii  wfs  Utdlh,  and  Jii 

{ills  were  llincihi^f  Ijpotted  with  redv  .Hiit 
nown  to  the  Froi^ifal  (aitota  bf  the  name  o^ 
aaronfle,  and  has  received  tha  appellation  al  In* 
pns,  on  eocooot  of  Its  iorpriftng  voiaaeitp. 
-  On  the  Uth  of  Jdly.  onr  aothor  fet  out  fiom 
Idoiandria,  with  M.  Tott/tbe  inipeaoH(ehe«> 
fdi,  and  a  nameioaa  ooaipaiijr  in  his  foile.-amaBg 
whom  was  the  travallep  Spvtry.  Thefe<sfei|n' 
ati,hahited  iftav  tM  Prmd^  $iiiilaii|^  aindai 


17» 

(^  lftMttratt»  tod  #in  iOwM^  kt  Chtir  puC" 
6|e  tlnlMigli  thm  dtj,  mi^m  fliower  of  ftooei, 
•ndnmcb^lMftvelaiiiiHift.  Al«linaUdilliiio# 
ftwMtbe  town,  •  niloitiioo  o£  ittollier  kind  bch 
MtbenttM  tbeaiii  thot^ftavrled thoir profifioof 
MtoiMnitly  4vteibt  hi»Mo«i6n»  to  me  bimfolf 
if  tbo  ttn^tet  fieifitt  iod  rednotd  bottki^ 
^litti^  p4l^  and  orifjr  tlufig  to  ooe  eommoft 
mtiiolnda«  Mfir  iMutnlioartlapred  befbfo 
tbefottwed  liagaaeiiti  eoold  JbecoUeAed,  and 
flaieed  ojKiii  #lKMrfe  of  afoiitkrdifpoitioo.  Tka 
ttateUcMwcio  ttai  omuken  by  tbe  oicbtt 
wbtcb  |MOf«d  fsoMdingfy  darki  tbcy  proceeded, 
kffwmw,  till  Ibcf  bad  forfonned  bidf  tbe  joof* 
11^;  iKben  tllfly  f^offei  to  uko  a  litUe  raft* 
Wben  tba  tinaa  came  §or  ibani  to  nfimie  ibefar 
progreft^  a  great  uproar  and  di^tite  arofe  cdq- 
ifeffiog  tb^vmlai;  wbieh  bad  beao  torned loofe, 
todicoald  tsU  iMMP  Ito  aitber  foond  or  dtfttiv* 
goUbed  witb  fiieilitjr^  Tbe  omletean  fooo  be* 
fiito  eicbaiige  Movtf  tbejaa|tariei  beat  tbo 
tooieildkig  partial,  and  »  wboleboor  waa  loft  in 
tbir  ooolc  fcene  of  oenliifioB^'wblle  8oiiiiiiii« 
widi  an  old  te?a&t$  «  bombardier  bdoncing  to 
tli^  navy  I  «n!d  a  yooog  dtangbtfinan,  bad  taken 
tbe  precaotioB  to  fecore  tbeir  Te&eAive  animaki, 
•ad  cbntbqoeDtty  eD|flf«d»  et  tbair  eaie»  tbe  ludi- 
crooff  bebatiour  of  tlftii  ^oarrelfoaBe  coti«|iaB<- 
«it.  At  leogtbf  bommefg  tbo  tomnlt  ceafed  $ 
tlie  llgnal  wai  |^«i»l9rdopartiirBf  aod^at  aboot 
fiK  o*ctock  tbe  Aflftt  aaora&ng  tbe^  anifed  at  Bio* 
ietta*  6^001  wbeneo  tbof  fet  off  ia  tbe  afterooun 
for€airoi  aodtflorraaBainuigtheftibraQMMUb, 
ddell^  witMn  doofa»  tbet  retomtd  to  Alesandrio 
m  i^^miimfm^^  bad  pcifoitoid 

'-  Ibo 
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0ftm\\f  taken  If  ^^lii^^  ••  itetatT^ttcit  ikm 
BvM  the  \nMmMl«w»Mmi9timth^ 
Sonnini,  bai4ng  hemmiMAmmiM 

j09§  able  to  beair  tlMt  taogsft '^1  «l  tbejC^ 

%iyt,  and  was  cooleqoaQtibf tqiaUed  t»  aifli^^ 

mmny  particaUm^  of  irhicb  perfiMia  Hf  •  ^imim 
jeonftttation  ««re  d^iged  to;  leoiinh  ifpmot 
TiiUjournef  is  iifnaUy  performed  in  aboiiltiPil^ 

>liotin.  Aa  there  nre  no  carriagea  ill  the  connti^, 
mtilef  are  made nfe o^  irhieb  aajhe  ^iied  u 
4iflferent  plam»  on  moderate  Herma*  IWi;  p9m 
it  a  long  amble,  which  ia:  rmj  ^}mf9&t  IQ  tie 
Yider,  and  thejr  are  fo  weU  a<;qiitti«ted.wMh  the 

^foad,  thoQgh  tkere  it  no  lieltea  tmtk  over  the 
faod,  t|iat  it  ia  iiQneceflitty'io  guide  tbem«  either  | 

/^lljrday  ornighC  i^/*^  >■ -%j  :;■■■  ,^,  s.  .- 
.  On  quitting)  Aleiandi^a^  tile  row  Hea-  h  as  I 
eaft  tiorth«eaft  ^ireaiofei,  idong  the  haie  of  a  pn^ 
gnontopf,.  that  jRretchea  oatrto  the  northwftd  <pf 
^the  city.  The  c0aft  it  hemmore  eievited  thin  thi^ 
of  the  Tower  c^  Arabs,  and  it  agrwabl|r  fpotlfw 
with  habttiBtlofia  and  patches  of  veroare.  ^  At  tbe  I 
point  oi\tbe  promontory  ftands  the  town  of  I 
Ahoukir,  ere6Md  o«  the  rains  of  the  ancient  €^| 

.  At  the  dtftanoe  dP  ^i^lgaen  Blltf^  from  hepeeJ 
are  the  rraiatot  of  jkheiMnopte  branch  of  tbej 
Nile ;  it  it  at  pitfent,  how«rer»  i^y  a  I4t  wft-f 
ter  Iago0n,^nd  1»m.  no  comiwioicniion  with  tbel 
*^ri«er.  exceptai  t|ie  lime  of  its  greite^  inpfeafeJ 
It  wmf  commotilf  be  forded  with  iafety>  V^iM 
the  depth  of  the  water  liangiiiflPted.  when  » 
mil*  he  paifed  in  t  bottj  Thitpfiuth  elf  "' 
incieiil  briiidikj^^htNNfhrtt^xIfemely  m 
and  formed  hyn  bank  of  fim4« .  IfJ^iN 
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triAfed  Hj^  tfito  ibale  nriocl^  ••  the  geMa-, 

ftr^  tS^itk  liiiwiMrtfaf  iiiwr  oitne  of  ul  iifti» 
lMto«r0i(iipbii  it  >f  Commit  le  Bhiyif,  ai^  i| 
ie^  obntadM  %  well  of  iUra|reeiblB  wifar. 
About  t  talUt  tod  a^balf  ^Ibrtlieri  are  drfceniible 
tfbbii  the  tol(^  in  a  cMr'dif^  fdoie  dila^iHited 
lAU^  and  ^Ver  niltia,  ^ildi  a^  prdbauy  tbo 
ittnauli  df  die  andent  Hiradinm. 
'  FtoeMloi  afimf  tlie  fea^lb^  Ann^^ 

Mlljr  d)ter^  wiiB  a  fallett  of  ilielli»  and  ame-' 
iMf  ^iiKt^«db|;l!ie  iri^  of  ilie  fealark,  tN 
#riegated  ioffeaaaiii  dietlafleir,  and  the  doikjr; 
ikndrb{j9er,tfaVdlen  arrift  at^^  t^^^^  tomb  of  a lii«' 
l^faomn  faiint^  wbM^^'are  fam>lied»  by  a  re»* 
fidont  Arab*  m^th  cofl^  and'b^cflulh,  n^rm  tni« 
ti^;    The  Jiatter,  howeiren  prom  fufficientiv  ac*' 
ceptabl^  after,  a  tedidvw  ma^eh  omr  the  uiodt* 
iM  the  inoottftnieoeeof  aneipofure  to  the  vio- 
Kiit  heat  olF  the  Ain.    From  boiee  thejr  proceed 
to  a  bri^  towcf*,  which  warni  them  to  quit  the  » 
teach>  ivA  teiieni  otlite  of  a  llmilar  conftrac- 
tfoo  oecor  ii||thdr  way  to  Roflbtta,  at  otherwiib 
tlM^  toight  iofe  themfelfet  upon  ft  moving  plain; 
•ad  fo  moch  the  more  eafily,  becaofe  the  dty  ia 
oblbiired/dn  thi  wefteri  fide,  by  accnmolated 
lieap  of  faiid,  and  oonftttnently  does  not  ftrike 
the  eye  till  dieyintt^ftt  the  very  entrance  of 
tfee  nHtflrecit. 

The  foQfie  then  changes^  aa.  by  endumtment*  ' 
from  i$<lteoni,  inid  plaint*  and  difmal  mint,  ta» 

,*>NMaf  tbeloiwen  arcainch  larftf  thaaoUitrtt  m4  i 
Vf  not  foIU>  hoi  aff»idtia  their  iiuaruir,  aa  oratory  to  tlii 
iBiiOiDcUm,  aad'  a  wcwoiit  ftcltclr  to  ckbtoitd  trivtU 
IdkiaanmL  /•'-      •  -        "'>•-' 
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l|«ii^onie  and  Dopaloni  tcrva,  •  tanUipl.  ierloi 
mmien$,u4  9U  louMiiie  tra^k  of  cultivated 
l|ii3r  ^hm  KatniB  ifaiUet  Ui  bar.  fqrc^  attine^ 
and  laviihet  liar  gilti  with  nne<ainplc4,  pn^i* 
£bo.  9o|BsttabbiiUtba  toflei^)retameable 
l^la.  Oa  the  eaten  fide  tt  &  walhea  1^  tlie, 
niajeftic  Nile/wliidh  beaiai  traoqnilljs  on  lu  bo*' 
Ibm  the  wealth  el*  omqj  iMtioiii,  and  richlj  fet" 
tiliiet  the  arcofi^aoent  ooontiy.  On  the  north, 
tbe'citjr  it  embelliihed  with  a  wildemofi  of  arc- 
Bpatie  odoons  for  here  Uie  gardent  are  nott  di* 
Tided  by  regular  beda  and  walki»  at  in  the  eo- 
ciofnrea  of  iorope  $  bnt»  on  the  contrary^  ^ery 
thing  feemt  to  grew  entirety  by  ehanice.  Tba 
li^ufbi  of  the  orange  and  the  leiaon  tree  are  fire* 
qoeotly  interworen  j  the  penegranate  h|uip  by. 
the  ^de  oftheanona}  efcnlent  Ta»tablea  fiov^ 
rjih  beneath  the  bahny  lhade»  and  the  lofty  palm 
majeftically  xUsi  abo?e  (be  .forroiinding  tredk 
Iler^  fragrant  bpwen,  interfered  1;^  wio4ing 
paths,  kod  rendered  |iill  more  falobriontbty  the 
(cryfial  ftreamlet^  that  gKdet  between  tbetnfted 
l^rove,  and  kindly  diffniei  the  aliment  of  vMeta« 
tton^fcareply  admits  the  penetratinr  rays  of  the 
fun*  while  the  fweet  cpoiog  of  the^oille  dovei 
feems  well  adapted  to  reproach  the  gloomy  and 
infeofible  Tark,  who  devotes  the  pafiing  day» 
amidft»thi«  charms og  retirement,  tomi  pipe  and 
his  cotPee,  ignorant  of  tl^  exqpifite  delights  of  a 
refined  love,  and  too  proud  to  admit  the  beaotiai 
of  his  harem  to  a  participation  of  his  pleafones, 

0|{  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  Is  tfaeMta« 
a  plain  thst  has  no  other  boundary  hot  the  bori* 
con }  a  beautifQlcotintry, iprung  from  the  Mom 
of  the  water,  where*  in  the  fame  year,  the  haf* 
bandauin  rejoices  la  the  kaoriancc  iot  the  yellow 

h^rvefl^ 


It  Mttt; 


IMS 


Mr^A  iflta  ft  tidi  aHfHwf  U  fertot  plftardti 
wlwreb  Hke  tlie  ttdiitg^  m  Boifettft,  fbe  foenttr 
it  flw|[<iipy  AvflrafiM  witli  odoiiKroot  gfovoiii 
dompt  of  eyeijiraeni^  ind  •  pnrfiiBoa  of  fi^geU- 
him,  while  tht  tocjr  teniftti  of  tiM  mead  roiiil 
cardc^f  over  thfetr  natife  foil,  ind  towot,  and 
tillage  hkai,  caQala»  and  the  dlflant  torreti  of 
aitiei,  odo^lete  the  tbaniM  of  the  matchleft 
laadlcaj^ 

Roflfetta,  from  the  ibp^oritjr  of  iti  hoiifta  tb 
thofe  of  Cairo*  ill  pldilkiit  fitnatioii  iipoD  the  ri* 
var«  mi  ^Huumioi^  pforeeeb^  pernuned  urof^ 
and  iaiabrioaa  a}r,  hai  yMy  reodved  the  appd* 
1ati(tt  df  the  Garden  otHffpt.  It  it  indeed  th^ 
Ittoft  i^fiiMtA^  tdn^ln  Wt  part  of  the  |lob«w 
It  is  the  emporiin^  of  Mflfe  hetween  Cairo  and 
'Alexandria  i  ft  diUMb  tUflier  motion,  lift,  and 
eomforf,  and  its  own  Ihopii  are  aboftdliitlf  fi|>> 
plied  with  aB  forts  of  mmhandifi^  inid  all  m 
tteee6Siiiea  of  lift,  m  latter  ef  iddch  Qiajr  be 
KOcnred*  at  a  ferjr  reafonaUe  nriee.  Bemotb 
mta  the  ndfe  of  lea^port^  and  nrange  to  thoft 
lretol#K^ns  #h{ch  fteifciiii^  li«PP!>Q  <kt  Cairi^^ 
thcf  tnhflibitants  are  tomblj  peaceable,  and  evdi 
an  Smopean  there  ex|i^ences  much  left  morti- 
Heatioii  than  at  Citro,'br  at  Alexandria.  It  ia 
true,  indeed,  he  ftmetiin^  eneobnters  a  ftw  nti- 
^eaftnt  occnrrences,  which  arife  from  the  ridf« 
cnlbnt  pride  and  ignorance  of  the  MoCnlmen* 
whofo^poft  diemfai^  the  oolrnien  who  are  in 
tiie  ftvonr  of  thdr  Creatbr,  and  regard  aft  othera 
as  db|8  and  inJSdels.  IndM  the  epithet!  of  dog 
andChriftian  are  accoonted  fo  tmlj  iynonimmu 
in  Bg)rpt,  that  onr  anthc^'and  his  companlofia 
Were  often  fainted  in  this 'brutal  manner,  by  n^* 

Tbo 
Jcwa 


f(^i  who  had  no  hit^lSon  i!o  likbk  tbM. 


Jews  aiPe  alto  expofed  ta  tj^ftbuffs  of  thoppmi. 
!lacc^  ana  «re»  io  feMvil,  nmpli  whiffy  tm|«A 
iJbaft  tho  Cbrtftians  of  ^ticope.  |t  it  traa,  tlia 
itidiyidiiiili  of  ibat  peopla  dMcrfO;fiich  danrada* 
||on,  fit,  provided  t&pf  can  tiat  mtify  ihm  iq^ 
diid  andoovelpoi  di4^ttion,%  toy  acriypulatiao 
of  .wealth*  liowever  unjaiU|  goltaoit  to^vfaem 
jgArft6^l  iofen(^|e  la  tM^cootf  mpt  ao4of>|»toliri» 
HID  that  are  fo  liberaJljr  oeAowed  opOh  ttoii  Jiet* 
^dei^  ihn  ortental  dreU| ,  ibairi  ata  oaceifitated|  to 

|ie^4*i  <H^d  feet»  ao^iaMo  lOiCiti  tbeir  boaida  ip  a 
-.pOPoUar  oieoner.      i^^*  „  ^  ' .    ,  : 

^Torii  or  S^riaot;  ;$i9ri^,;afo  fodgcd  fooi^  ^oiO 
#i>e  poaftiOrBamprj  m«oei;atc  4or<?ondaott  cl 

#?  W&|felW^  M»  *?iOTn,^aiid  tjba  ,adiacco| 

4b«^fa.affival^  was  mv to%J|Miods  of  oq  opeer  of 
4fa^J^meloiLe9,  who  boretbo  titloof  aga. 

e  Wc>aVe  alr<w^  fl^§^  M  AhMwoiwIf 
|M»o(isiiiet|tf  of  i^ejfiii^^  Ifonn^tlic^r 

^STee  aod  tobacco.  -^Ct^amf,  M^^»  bo  faid 

Jo  bave  t|ieir  p^pes  io;tlieur,  i^ou^i  oopUonaiW^ 

.wbatber  abroad:  or  at  Konife,  on  foot  6i  b%kpi&^ 

>^k.  ,^  THe  ibaoli;  of  ,000  QijhfiU  pip^'w  oi 

.fivdv  ioog>  and  ia^fliw^  <^  Uie  fooft^fm 

odonfaroos  wood,     So^im  coofoyed  ojio)-  . 

France*  tbat  was  of  jaunine,  and  apwairda^m  £a 

>tl<^g.   Thole  ori;i«nb^^ 

.pfsd  round  with .  B%  or  gold  wire.,   'Klb«  t^,  of 

.tbft  pipe  19  covered  with  a  fort  of  fa6iit^oilf  jila^ 

liafter,  and  jpnriebdl  if|^  predoqt  fioiiei^    T^o 

the  jBxtreoiity  of  the  A'anki  are  fitted  ifett/ 

^kh(0:ti^l4  4»«pdli|b  a  flifOfCfiriooi^  inlaid 

tj...,  ,w  ■      ■     '      .  .  and 
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diT*  ,^  wQiiai  lovrsiit  iiMiBeUf  is  pracureu  tfooi 

Ii6di»^  »uim>  jM  Mftldl^  of  Tlirklih  Immfi 
thii  is,Q(baily  madcr  df  fUteii  ftoff,  ricUr  emtird'' 
att#i  aibcl  If  ibftoi^  froto  <iie  falb  or  girdle, 
fl^ttbiMitit«Sf/|lirtofttte(Ailiiita)l^^^  'm 
doM)^  clif},  td  #lidm  tli«)  finokiQl^  of  tobtco^ 
mm  a  cill  OT  iioedflftjr,  nakiB  iife  of  boattDOi| 
ftilil^  <tf  ^9ed.  Tbdr  t^;bicte  liat  not  tliat  acrid 
tiiBM,:fhliMl  in  tbe  oaliotii  of  Xorcb^,  profoke* 
i  ooflditiiidal4|»ktiii|r|  nor  if  it  iieoe»hr  to  4t|# 
iti^iiaii  ^1^  iitMii^,  it  It  alnioft  lifei  of  itt^f. 
imbil^ibmi^fiM  ^Mnmed  tdbei  that  ari 
•towlitod  10  IH  iies  coofeqaditljr  t6^  hatrft 
drfniblSDff  in^efliiittf ;  ii  tdthtr  to  fbaoge  no|r 
dffig^ble,  ^  ri  Iteagined  by  tbo  oatfyes  ik 
^S  ebdntiitt^  Wb^  iitfe  nftid  to  flidrt  fiipei  in4 

'l^^ft  of  tbe  ddotilalt  as  are  not  abfolutdf^ 
cHi^ged  tq  mraiiittikitt  ihmioMYm  by  maDicuil  Il<^ 
%m  HGmf  enj^  the  ooolneft  of  their  dMi^ 
ar4t>  the  rich  perfume  of  their  gardjent^  If  fli^ 
tidul^  of  the  vmUTflfJttimg  with  ^i^^r  len 
triUM  under  dij^m.  Tbef  pettt  litSk,  unlm 
tl^y  hiive  Wolnte  ocdaHon  f  nor  can  tbejr  hi 
faired  khkm  anv  ttjing  of  eterdfe,  eicdpt  '&i 
Ifcd^ftibacl^  jf  fpr  they  are  estrefiielir  fond  of  rid- 
1^.  An  fiurdpei^n  walking  abbut^  titker  in  i 
rootti»  or  in  the  lipen  «ir»  is  to  theai  an  oMe6l 
equaUjr  curious  and  incoroprebenfible.  Tliqr 
univerfaltf  confix  ^  nyitiiMlt  dther  as  the  rW 
fttU  of  tofanitjr,  or  §  <onipti«nce  ^th  the  dsc^ 
bites  of  his  medkal  opnnti7nien«  who  baft  pire4 
(priM  him  fuch  mi  nncommoo  eseicKb  to  the 

"*  |13  cnrt 
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curfl^  of  fom  didmper.  SSaiikur  kk^  §im  w^ 
toruioed  OQ  tbit  fii^j^4l|rjb«  AvJcaiii^^ 
jioiltbe  ^viigei  ;of  Souui  Aoierict,  viMfo  taomt 
lD{od0 ere  never  pocopied  hf  nbdita^oo^M^'n^^ 
confcqoetly  lieve  no  need  of  fiich  an  MJlevifUQii 
frm  •  too  intenfe  epplicetion.  >j.4, 

.  When  tlie  wealthy  end  iodoknt  Tnr^haeia- 


boufe*  wliere  he  fiu  ib  ColeioaQ;llate»  with^  ripn 
)D(Oiie  haod  and  a  diQi  of  oo0ee  in  khe4>llfr| 
whiim  merry  andfewf^  female  danoem,  i|ii4  tlfiiif^ 
lelleri  attempt,  by  turns,  to  captif;ate  ma  attjmfcp, 
and  .to  prooure  a  few  meoeii^of  pon^^  fif  (%^ 
oonveriatioii  It  carried  onrmoug  toe  ooiliPaiiy» 
aa  the  natdral  pride- and  repenre  of  the  Tun  id* 
c^to  Mm  to  treat  other  peoplpyith  tlie  mo^.|^ 

found  cont^pt.  The  African  indeed  if  more 
bqbactoQi,  but  he  wiihes  to  ape  the  manners  of 
|he  Turk,  and  thofe  wlio  a^  not  Mahometans, 
j^eav9ur.to,ftcive  their  peirfonal  Iffety,  by  t^ 
pibft^ablji^  ffibmtdioi^  to  the  indinaiioo  of  their 

.  .If  a  peribn  hat  any  acqaaintance  with  |he  in* 
fij^ott  of  Boflbtu,  he^ean  fiar^y  paA  thro^h 
•  jncigle  ^eet»  without  beipg  folicited  to  enter 
£Hn^  Moib,  and  take  coffee  i  *'  tnia  politenefi,** 
uyt  Spnnini,  "  ia  fo  habitual^- that  eveii  Ihofe 
who  havciiiot  a  grain  of  cb|f8faiii  their  pofleffibo* 
never,  fail  to  make  the  offer,  thobgh  they  would 


J^ 


^''^  Tl^fe  an  placet  filkdwUh  fmoke,  l^lt  dcftitnte  of  any 
dfcoratioa  {  nor  can  itbc  company  procure  any  tiling  but 
tMkeimid  bonuag  dMreotf,  lor  tbe  puirpofe  off  li^ini| 
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rkJiatiiip 
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lit  ^ofli.  ciDhtmfltd  wffs  it  peoBpted."  Tbe 
'tatftt  berries  are  beve  roefted  in  an  eartbem  pan, 
airf  tben  Booadea  in, a  mortar,  by  wbicb  prepa« 
raUoB  tbelr  ia?  our  b  preferfed  miicb  better  tnan 
liif'ifcdocing  tbeni  to  powder  in  a  nmi.  Accord* 
iSg  ip.lbe  l^ptiao  (ponooiflBmra,  ibrty  .berriet  are 
reomfito  to  malce  a  cup, 

.  ..Tbe  women,  frbp  are  fecluded  from  tbe  worid 
an4  ita  eojoyoMnta,  in  tbe  bar^  of  a  Mamelnkf  , 
Turk,  or  olber  wealtlnr  iobabilantt  are  not  %ypti* 
antf  b^t  wjsre  iformf^r^r  bro^gbt  from  tbofe  parta 
pCJ^reecc'wbfre  beauty  it  a  regplar  and  faloa- 
ble.ar|iele  of  oominerce.  Their  oi|toral  cbarma 
#re  carefol^y  preierred  from  |be  ardent  rays  of 
tff^AuirjiQd^  tb^  ill  #B6b  of  a  ialine  air«  yet 
tbeu  beijaty  laqgifiiibct  beneath  tbe  failiicion  and 
bai^bfiriuea  ^f  a  jefilout  tyrant,  aiid.tbeir  minds 
lice  fcmieqnently,  tormented  ifitb  perpetoal  un- 
eafin^ia.  An  if^rormoont^ble  line  of  reparation 
11.  indeed  apparent!^  drawn  betweeo  tbe  two 
bal?a|  of  pianMpd  jn  tlie  oriental  cpoptriea  i  at 
lbej;rpce«  of  tbe  fofter,  (ex,  admirably  contraft- 
ed  by  nature  w|tp  the  flrengtb  and  maahr  beau- 
tiet o^the other*  are  b^sreeidafively poflefled br 
9  Vew  illibeirai  wretchei,  who  will  not  permit 
pay  other  man  either  to  introduce  bim&ff  into 
thdr  company*  or  even  to  addreA  them,  if  tbey 
chance  lo  walk  b^ond  tbe  limita  of  their  priibn, 
withoat  avenging  the  roppofed  infult,  by  tbe  fa« 
crifibe  of  the  offender;  The  unhappy  captives  are 
indeed  ioUcit^to  break  fome  links  of  their 
galling  chain  f  and  they  have  been  frequently 
known  to  inalce  the  firft  advances,  bat  fni^b  in« 
trignes  are  attended  with  extreme  danger^  nor 
can  their  aOignations  be  poffibly  kept  without 
a  cboibiotts  fear  of  the  mofl  tragic  conl^nences. 

Daring 


Anting  dor  ratbor^  firH  ibjr  at  Ctlto/He  te^ 
006  dif,  bf  d»oo^,  v^  ■  yoQAi  PrtUcfaaiMi: 
tHKk  %if  9ai^flkjed  io  making  a  tarietjr  of  fignt, 
60blii4  tbe  lifllf^drawn  eorunm  of  a  window^  fa| 
IIm  odnrol'i  hoisie,  to  a  wot^Miil  who  refidod  Ott 
ttie  oOpofiU  ide  of  the  dtiud,  and  who  an(WeM 
hii  fllonty  bat  eipreffim*  motioni  ttfrottgh^  i 
wooden  lattice,  thoagh  pt  the  dlftance  of  mora 
than  ftxfy  feet.  SOnninI  obtained  penaiiBoA  to 
iHtoefi  thb  cnriodi  conferfiltioo«  and  wM  M>l 
aftenrardi  a  ptrMt  mailer  of  the  art,  irhloh  he 
iit  ^rft  itipyft^  with  admirttioo.  Tho  yoaog  mai| 
fheb  qoittfli}  Cairo,  and  oar  ti^felliBr^  onde^nd« 
ing  ulat  ui^r  connienoes  had  been  repeated  lb? 
feral  timei  a  day,  at  ftated  hMry,  preftnted  him* 
felf  at  the  w&dow.  In  place  of  fcU  abfent  inftmo? 
lor,  and  gink  the  lady  to  ni^^eritaod  that,  beteg 
hrt  coannyman,  he  caibe  to  expreft  the  ikoba 
lei^^ni^ts,  and  to  oflbr  ler^tho  fiime  homage. 
8ei||iuii,  hbwever,  was  foon  tired  Of  eztettd&k 
hit  wiihet  to  a  perfoo  wbofe  beanty  txAght  pot: 
fibly  be  ima|;inary,  and,  tfaereibit,  reqa«||^  het 
to  etUbIt  heH*elf  more  completely  to  lii|  vfewi 

?1iit  pTopoCift  caafed  her  to  make  fbo^e  di^ldplr 
et,  oat  they  ^ei^  all  Tpnaoiihed  by  the  eder^ 
|etrc  perfbUfiooi  Of  lier  aomirer,  pnd  (bo  pro* 
miii  to  aifcen^  apon  the'  tdrritiDB  of  ber  hmife 
towirda  the  eyeniog.  mninl  wat  tnw  to  thd 
hoar  of  appointm^t,  and  fpw^a  womap  t^^jant* 
ly  drefled,  bot^^e  wore  her  Tell,  wmeh  ebtltel]^ 
^cbi^dd  her  face,  and  excited  hit  ? ezctiba  ^11 
^e  thiip  th^  l^ttlO^  of  her  window.  Ilepeti- 
tiotf^,  in  the  moft  urgent  oumtier,  tnat  chit  in^ 
frttfiVe  article  ipif  droit  might  be  reiOoved,  and  i 
lillick  female,  who  aiocompanied  thelachr,  joined 
iJirexbartaaQoiUylltiiC^VWti^i  bnttfadiriuiK- 
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•U  la  vaiot  u,  aoMOf  thdcr  wor 
i«9tti  il  U  KopMilcid  tli0  ^fiMf^  of  (if  oon  to  oOf 
ffjj,  oodt  hf  M.  ingolar  kiod  of  modoibr*;  MMy 
w/pold  railiff  foffer  tboir  vbole  body  foboifco 
Uuia  to  fliow  their  face.  N^t  dojr,  howOfor.  tbfi 
Mi^if  tioot  of  the  lofopeiQ  wero  roooorod  with 
Borf  fuoceftt  at  the  ofiooot  pegro  girt  who  WM 
iodifpotably  acquaioted  with  the  iociinatioiis  qjT 
h^  a^i&n&t  ffMt^ed.awif  the  y4U  and  diico^ 
vered  a/oong  and  pretty  wo^ian,  whofe.  Qheel^ 
wore  oferfpread  with  the  carnation  tint  of.haibr 
fc^oefta  which.,  however*  CofteMd  by  degrei!i»and 
fi^ai^j  rel^nqniflied  ito  (e$i  to. the  natifa  jrofiQi  of 
feniuiine  tMaaty*  r 

From  that  mpmant  the  jmataft  freedom  retgiih 
edJI^  their  interviewf«  and  SooninI  wat  foonTnr 
fiM^d  tp  the  hoofo*  with  npany  aflorances  oC  fpfor 
t/j  |Hi^  was  given  to  nnderftaod  thattho  huiban^ 
M  hiii  inamorato,  who  wu  an  old  Torkiih  mer- 
chjint,  woold  be  abfeot  for  foine  tinpe.  ,7he  fe« 
fipuf  confequencet  which  might  pfpbably  attei^d 
hif  cpmpliince,  now  prefented  themfelvea  to  hit 
.vi^Wf  and  he  began  tp  make  dUQcultiet  ^yhich  tho 
mpfl;  JoviBg  entreaties  and  themoft  afieftiooatf 
prppiifes  foold  not  overcome.  Several  evenings 
M&4  fWajF  in  t^e  fxm|dl  between  the  ^loqoent 
jojrjiiti^t^pns  of  a,  tcindcrpHffion  a^d  a  prqdiential^ 
thpogh  often  ,feeble„  renilance,  till  at  length  Ibf 
tii^ikf^  intei views  w^^  ended  \>y  the  di&hargf 
ofjanui|)||ietficpnon(B  jpf,the  neighbouring  ter* 
ia^«  that  ^onvioqed  pnr  f  utjior  of  his  pqrlbnal 
^nger,  and  made  Man.  feel  how  wiiely,  he  liad 
ided«  in  not  attempting  to  orofs  the  canal. 
.  It  is  no^.enongh  for  the  opulent  Mahometan^ 
that  their  ladies  are  endowed  with  the  saoftex^ 
^oMito  beautiai  ^l"  Halting  Wi  their  iploBdoajr 

• »        '  mns 
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naft  be  likttwffe  aagmented  bf  tbe  irts  'Std^ 
toilet  I  which  ire  here  bdd  In  the  higlieftelliiai* 
tion }  hot  tbelb  arts  confift  only  of  eadcnt  ind 
oontait  pndioei^  of  which  the  foUowioji  we 
the  moll  raoMirluible; 

Af  •  Mcalilir  trait  of  oriental  beantj  ii  to  hate 
larcet  black  ejei,  females,  of  emy  nfth,  nmk, 
hod  defcriptioD,  dye  thdr  ere-browa  With  a  tellel* 
fated  ore  of  lead,  called  aiqaifbnx*  Thia  if  roi 
€aced  to  a  powder,  and  mixed  with  the  luliglii- 
trai  Taponr  of  a  lamp,  and  with  thiacompofidtn 
thejr  paint  their  ejre-browB  and  eye-lafliei.  lli^ 
llfo  blacken  their  laAet  with  a  fmall  twijotqml, 
an  operation  admitably  defcribed  by  loTenal  la 
llii  uttre  on  the  Roman  ladief  •  The  higher  daff* 
et  of  the  Egyptians  employ  the  fumes  of  amber, 
or  fome  other  odoriferons  and  oily  fubftanc^and 
keep  their  yalnable  drug,  ready  for  ufe,  in  /mail 
Tials.  ( 

-  Another  ftftion,  eqnally  general  and  eflei^tial 
to  Egyptian  beauty,  Kqnires  that  the  hands  and 
nails  fliould  be.  dyed  red  $  and  fo  uniyerfal  Is  the 
adoption  of  this  cnftom,  that  any  perfoo,  who 
Ihoald  hefitate  to  conform  to  It,  would  be  accnf^ 
ed  of  indecomm.  Whatever  may  be  their  Utoa- 
tion,  whether  of  Mahometan,  Jewifli,  dr  CbHf- 
tian  ftith,  the  women  can  no  nioredifpenlbtrlth 
this  daobing  than  with  their  apparel,  thoogh  it 
tbertainljr  fpolls  a  fine  hand,  rather  thah  improrcb 
it  $  as  the  delicate  whitends  of  the  palm  and  thd 
Dale  roTe-colottr  of  the  tinls  ai^  efiaced  b^  i 
roQgh  coat  of  reddiih  6t  orange-coloured  dye. 
The  foles  of  the  feet,  which  are  not  here  harden 
dd  bf  looff  or  frequent  walks,  are  likewife  coiner* 
ed  iiletttifttlly  With  the  fame  cdonring.  The  fin- 
l^s  are  ibmetlmet  painted  partiallf,  and>  in  order 
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tlitt  the  oolonr  Aoold  not  take  eveijr  irbei?,  thi^ 
f^t  artifts  wrap  theiii  roniid  with  Ibnad*  latfing 
ittttrmadiate  (gtion.  More  tiMf  amlj  it»  fo  tluit» 
when  the  operatioii  is  ftniflied»  tbor  fiofop  wt9, 
ftncifoUy  marfcedf  in  a  fpiral  4faedioD»  with  lit- 
tle, orangeHxdoored  ftripei.  Some  of  the  SfriaQ 
women  are  partial  tp  the  mistnre  of  blach  and 
white*  and  aoooidinglljr  change  their  ot^^Mttl  djei 
to  hlacl^*  hy  a  coinpofition  of  ialaiiMiiQniac>  limiiy 
and  honey, 

A  ioft«  fmooth  iidn,  free  from  any  appeannoe 
oftQOghneisy  it,  either  thronghmotifei of ielf* ' 
love,  or  an  ardent  thirft  of  exddng  admiration, 
one  of  the  particular  ob)e6b  of  defire  in  the, 
Snrptian  ladtei.  Every  part  of  their  body  b  po« 
limed  with  eqnal  caiei  and,  if  native  erra,  in 
forpiiflitng  the  fiioet  of  any  of  the  women  with 
beardf,  they  remove  them  efieduaUjr  by  an  ap« 
plication  of  boiled  honey  and  turpentine,  or  fome 
prticnlar^  gam,  which  if  permitted  to  dry,  and 
if  then  removed  with  all  that  adheres  to  it.  Tbia 
prooefs  is  certainly  extremely  painfnl  i  bat  there 
u,  fortunately,  no  oocafion  to  recur  frequently 
to  the  remedy,  as  it  either  produces  a  complete 
eradication,  or,  if  a  new  growth  appesrsi  it  is 
loerely  a  light,  foft  down,  and  may  be  removed 
with  facility.  • 

The  tafte  of  the  men  in  the  eaftem  oonntriea 
I'll  well  know  to  be  widely  difierent  from  that  of 
nSoropeanf,  with  rerpe6t  to  their  women  i  as, 
with  them,  eitreme  corpulence  is  accouoted  the 
greatoft  trait  of  beauty.  It  is,  therefore,  natural 
to  (uppole,  that  the  females  themfelves  are  anxi? 
oes  to  acquire  feme  degree  of  foperiority  in  thia 
Ipsrticular.  They,  accordingly,  ofe  a  kind  of 
|ioa(erve  of  cocoi  nat«,  or  the  bulbs  of  the  her«n 
4  moda^lof 
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^lodtdjrlai  olBcioillfl,  griteil  and  miied  #ith  lb* 
iar.  Of  th^  compo^ioii  they  tifiialiy  take*  a 
large  qoanti^r,  after  amr  weakeoiog  its  cf  HI- 
tefi/as  it  is  luppoi^acfintrablf  adapted  boilt  ^ 
ttie  reftoration  of  thdr  fireogtl!  and  ttiat  m^s* 
/*^«  which  ii  fodeligbtfiil  to  their  admiren. 

It  iatnt  jdfti^ce  to  add,  that,  among  all  the  oa- 
Hodi  0^  the  earth,  there  are  no  women  'wha' 
piy  a  more  rigid'  attentioti  to  cleaniinefi  than' 
thefe  orientals.    Their  thongbta  are  donfkantllr- 
occnpied  by  the  nfe  of  the  hath,  the  applicatioi 
of  perfbiliei,  and  of  every  thin|  that  has  a  dire6k 
tendency  to  foften  and  heantiir  the  ikin.     The 
moft  tninnte  details  focceed  each  other  with  fcm* 
ptiloQS  eaadnefs,  and  they  are  well  pf«6Ufed  in 
the  ftparation  of  the  ravages  of  time,  '*  ah  art^** 
iliys  6nr  anthor,  *'  which  has  its  principles  and  a 
great  variety  of  praAical  receipts.** 

In  Roflfetta,  and  its  environs,  exifts  a  horde  of 
animals,  which  nature  feems  to  have  defigned 
fbr  the  peculiar  fervice  of  man,  though,  by  an 
abfnrd  prejudice,  founded  on  a  religion  ftill  more 
ridiculous,  the  Muflulmen  carefully  avoid  them, 
al  unclean  beads,  and  dare  not  touch  them,  un- 
der penally  of  becoming  themfelves  unclean. 
Hence  a  propeV  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  epithet 
dtg,  with  which  thefe  conceited  zealots  falute  an 
Kuropean.  Widely  different  is  this  from  the 
inradice  of  the  ancient  Egyptians,  who  rendered 
peculiar  honours  to  the  Sog,  as  being  the  moil 
Aiithful  and  intelligent  of  animals  5  and,  fo  ge- 
nerally have  thefe  quadrupeds  been  adtoonted 
worthy  of  aflbciating  with  man,  in  all  ages  and 
among  all  people^  except  the  blind  follo#ersof 
the  neat  impoftor,  that  even  the  favages.  who 
hardly  aflbciatd  with  tacb  other,  keep  dogs,  and 
A  '  abeerfttUy 


sbeetfvMf  (htre  with  them  the  fiitigiicii^  ttMl  tlM 
piodaoe  of  tbe  cbaoB*  'Hi 

BfM  ftraoge  contradidioB,  which,  to  air^  other 
foofkr  than  Mabonietaof,  woold  he  aliOfMer 
iocomprebenfible,  there  are  few  plaeet  00  thef 
hso  oif  the  gh)be  that  oootaio  fo  watmf  tfega  aa 
the  towns  of  Eg^pt,  or  at  leaft  they  ejfemr  them 
in  grater  nunaherff  than  in  aojr  other  nation«  as 
their  ofnly  habitation  is  the  fireef»  Where  thef 
fabfift  on  whatever  food  they  can  plek  vp  hjr 
ebance,  at  the  doors  of  th6  homes,  or  aniooff  tho 
filth  of  the  receptacles  for  oflbl.  Always  HaMo 
to  the  blows  of  paflfengera,  and  fometitaes  to  bo 
butchered  by  an  armed  and  ferocious  moh,  they^ 
oeverthelers,  endeavour  to  render  their  beft  fer* 
vices  to  the  barbarians*  among  whom  they  Kve«' 
and,  while  their  lean,  wretched,  and  unlieaHhj 
appearance  ezciteathe  oompaffion  of  emy  geoer- 
oas  foreigner,  their  ihameful  treatment  is  fnffi- 
cient  to  rorce  a  malediAion  from  the  lips  of  the 
moft  gentle,  againft  the  favage  ions  of  ignoraooo 
and  fuperflition,  who  are  the  fole  authors  of  fiich 
piteous  misfortunes. 

The  Egyptian  dogs  are  large  greyhounds, 
which  would  be  exceedingly  handforoe,  if  they 
were  treated  with  lefs  feverity ;  however,  their  in- 
fiinft  is  not  defiroyed,  though  they  have  entirely 
loft  the  native  elegance  of  their  formation.  They 
are  feen  paffine  to  and  fro,  in  the  moft  frequent* 
ed  ftreets,  and  carefully  avoiding  the  Mahonae- 
tan  paflenger,  who  tuma  afide  his  robe  at  their 
approach.  During  the  night,  they  aflume  a  fu- 
perintendance  over  the  wharfs,  boats,  and  tim- 
ber,  which  no  perfon  confides  to  them,  and  a 
lohber  would  find  it  impoflible  to  touch  the  pro  • 
perty,  of  which  they  thus  become  the  voluntary 
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jmfiidUi^  9«tirb»tlectaMAaiiiioMciiilQii% 
tbmi tbefe aoinmb form diftiad  tribtMi tmAkm^ 
IMtf  which  thof  9^if0mMBoA  t  i!ktf  umm^fmt 
ikt  qiuurter  yrimt  tkey  firft  rooeffed  their  cimA» 
Wft^  fHi4  if  ft  ftnoffo  dog  Ihoold  prefi|aeloc». 
tier  their  ooDfine^y  m$  lira  woold  moft  pvebtfblf 
•nfwer  for  hit  iotnifioii.      ... 

Tlie  Bedoniof^  who  aee  much  left  addided  t» 
Ibpeirftitioo  thta  the  Tiurka»  keep  large  gaef* 
kStwdi,  for  the  prefenratioo  of  their  tentf  and 
goods  I  hut,  iomd  of  treatiog  them  with  th^ 
io^lipf  fill  eroeljr  of  harbariani,  thejr  are  pattion^ 
larly  careful  of  tliem^  and  bear  them  fo  great  as 
i|fciStiQQ,  that  any*  perfoo*  who  fliould  attempt 
to  kill  one  of  them*  woold  ondoobtedlf  fdl  a  u« 
i^i^ee  to  ihe  refeotment  of  the  owoer. 

Notwithftandiag  their  dedded  and  unjuft  aver* 
Hon  for  dog**  which  have  jnftly  oooftitated  the 
IVmbol  of  unalterable  attachment  and  fiddity, 
the  Turki  are  extremely  foiid  of  cats  t^  iofomucti 
that*;  if  one  of  them  happeni  to  enter  a  moTqiie, 
it  ii  jpreatly  carefled  by  the  aflembled  zealots,  at 
tbo  Uvourite  animal  of  their  propliet»  and  tlie 
eneiny  of  other  trottbieCome  creatures;  whereas* 
if  a  dog  fliQuid  unluckily  make  his  appearance 
at  tile  fame  place,  his  prefence  woold  be  coofi- 
dered  as  the  moft  dreadful  contaminatton>  and 
he  would  be  inevitably  poniihed  with  inftant 
death. 

Antonff  the  ancient  Egyptians,  cats  were  greatly 
¥eaemted,  and  their  death  was  confidered  as  fo 

*  NothtlAg  more  was  requtfite'to  bring  thefe  aniiBBdi  inta 
high  eftimaciop,  than  au  old  tradition,  which  affirmi  tba( 
Mahota«i,  being  Once  called  upon  fome  urgent  bttfineft, 
preferred  cutting  off  the  fleeve  of  hit  robci  to  difturbing 
Ml  cat|  that  lay  upoo  it  faft  afleep. 
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iirtranrfal  ttt  ereot,  tbat  tbek  owoeri^jlli^^ 
fl]r»>lkbr  tn  token  of  their  mooroiiig'}  the  bodiei 
af  the  aoiiaidt  were  Hkewife  embalmed  in  th^ 
lacrtd  templetf  and  from.thttiee  cifned»  unemn* 
Ir,  into  Bohaftitt  %  confiderahle  dty  in  Lower 
Bgjpt^  where  th^  were  depofited  in  the  fepnl- 
chict  of  the  eo«ntf]r« 

Ther^are catt in illtbe honftt of E^prpt.  In 
Ooih  of  the  opolent,  thef  Are  indnlged  in  the 
%eft  apartmeou,  and  partake  of  the  indolenco 
«b4  eflewlBacy  of  their  maften,  who  lavifli  npoil 
them^h  earefo,  n  tbehr  pride  would  refnle  tio 
beiiigt  of  fbperSor  feni^.  ^ 

In  the  hot  didMtct  of  thofeisottntriety  which 
hofebeen  eorered  with  coloniet  and  iockt,  froia 
f^fiodt  Hr  too  remote  to  be  afc^rtained  with  ai^ 
frecMoD,  are  reared  the  moft  gentle  and  docikr 
soimaft  of  therr  ffteatM,  while  in  the  ddtert  pirt^ 
of  the  fame  cocmtrtet,  fnch  animah  retain  their 
MrtSve  and  original  ferbcitjr.  The  horfe,  which 
IbMR't  along  the  ^tin  wiui  farprillog  rapiditf, 
whi^  hit  fparkliog  eyet,  hit  month  white  with 
fooht,  and  hit  large  nodrilt,  that  are  fcarcely  fo^ 
fteimt  for  the  egreft  of  hit  checked  and  bmiiing 
breathy  ctaimt  the  admiration  of  the  f|ie£utor, 
aRd[  proves  his  participation  in  the  ardoor  of  tho 
waritor,  whom  he  cairriet  to  the  midft  of  cm* 
battled  hflffts,  it  nevertheleft  extremely  gentle  in 
bit  difpolirioB .  The  baffalo,  fearccly  taken  fnmi 
Iftwaiive  wildt,  itid  fiHI  bearing  the  afped  of 
fernitc  fiercenefs^  it  at  tradable  at  an  Bnrppean 
oxy  and  ft  fo  perfedly  harmleft,  that  a  child  may 
Mify  tentnre  to  condnd  a  nomeront  drof e. 

Tmi  chara8eriftie  gentleneft,  however,  mod 
bjr  M  aaeaiit  b(i  albrtbed  to  tHe  nature  of  thefoil[ 
and  lbod>  \h,^  |cm|peratu;'e  o^  the  cUmate,  nor  n 
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Atturtl  ind61eiice»  which  !•  obfemibld' In  •  the 
fi)hr)r,  bat  wet,  regtoni  of  South  Americe }  bM» 
obtthe  contrary,  it  refulti  entirelf  from  the  at- 
tentioQ  of  ti^e  me^  wlio  inhabit  thofe  coaotriei» 
and  who  haire  fpond  means  to  turn  the  conqueft 
of  pfeful  afiiniaji  to  <he  i^reateft  advantage. 

Af  the  itinerant  nations,  who  have  always  oc« 
copied  a  c^nfiderable  part  of  Egypt,  haire  no 
other  property  than  their  flocks  and  herds,  their 
attention  is.cpnfequently  engrolTed  by  them,  and 
dire^efl  towards  their  welfare  and  prefervation^ 
They  neither  defpife  nor  for(ake  them,  but  per^ 
mit  them  to  live  wfth  themlelves,  and  condud 
^l^em,  together  with  their  famllien,  in  all  their 
wandering^  and  little  excarHonv,  to  whatever 
foot  they  may  chufe  for  their  temporary  refi- 
.denc^.  The  dronoedary,  after  grazing  at  liberty 
daring  the  day,  comes,  of  his  own  accord,  in  the 
evening,  to  repofe  in  fafety,  before  his  matter's 
tent}  and  the  fame  enclofure  yields  a  noSornal 
accommodation  to  the  Bedouin  and  his  family, 
a  mare,  a  ewe,  and  feveral  goats,  which  pafs  the 
night  together  without  the  lead  confufion,  acci^ 
dent,  or  diftnrbance.  From  fo  familiar  an  inter- 
coorfe  with-man,  and  the  animals  that  are  fub- 
jagated  to  bis  dominion,  it  is  not  at  all  furprifing 
that  the  latter  ihould  prove  fo  remarkably  tamc) 
and  as  the  Bedouins  ufually  fumiih  them  to 
other  inhabitants  of  the  country,  the  reafon  that 
may  be  affigoed  for  the  docility  of  all  the  domef- 
tic  animals  in  £gypt,  is  fufliciently  obvious  to 
eacnle  a  farther  contintiation  of  the  fubjei^. 

Among  the  fmall  number  of  oxen  now  exift- 

lng<  in  Bffi^pt,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  look  for  the 

veiiges  of  that  lieauty,  which  they  iodifpotably 

pofl<wM  in  former  times,  when  they  were  coniif 

'  "  dered 
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imtA  It  godi,  hf  the  andent  EgjrptiaDf,  and  oiiiT 
feffttif  worfliiffed  w|tb  the  moft  profoood  re- 
¥ereiioe.  Hcifinrt  irere  then  iiever  Hifothteitdy 
bet  the  law  pronowiced  that  f^rfon  guilty  o^  fm< 
crile^,  who  prefii«|^to  ept  their  £lh.  Com^ 
men  <y%en«  wheQ  tflKiuiced  to  die,  were  oooi* 
iiritted  to  the  graf^Htli  fefemn  foneral  riteii 
and  thofe  which  had  devoted  their  ilreii||th  and 
TOfHh  to  the  laboHTB  of  the  field,  were  not  perr 
^tted  to  he  killed,  hat>  oo  the  coiltraf|i(  #er^^ 
fhflered  to  graze  at  pleafore  oo  the  pafiupSt  <Hir« 
itig  the  reiDainder  of  their  lif^i  f^  9  jnft  Com*. 
penliitton  for  tlieir  Important  ferrioei*  '' 

The  Egyptian  breed  b  fiill  tol^tably  hand* 
foihe)  bttt  It  nafliy  be  naturally  fappofed  that* 
being  lonff  negleAed,  it  is  moch  disgenerate^  \^ 
their  horiea  are  generally  fmall,  and  of  e  4^. 
hmn  coloar,  and  their  fieih,  in  point  of  fla? onr^ 
is  greatly  inferior  to  that  which  is  eaf^n  in  £ii« 
rope.  Indeed  it  is  a  general  p^iiftrTatioD  pi  ift^ 
reliefs,  that  the  fle(h  of  ani^puils^  in  V^ry  hot  ^6^ 
dptis^  if  neitliipr  fo  nutritions  nor  palatable,  a# 
^at  of  aniinali  of  the^me  ijpecic!«j  ^ed  in  ci^la 
or  temperatq  conntriea*  Veal,  mvm^^»  ^hicfei 
itk  European  cHmatei  a0brdf  a  delicate  ana 
^bdiefoine  article  df  food,' is,  in  Egypt,  iremarka«* 

Sile  for  flaccidity  and  infipidlty.  '4'his  re^iarl^ 
e^ms  to  bleiTe  b^n  made  by  oar  aotnor,  in  feme 
parts  o(  South  America,  wbefe  the  ile^  of  the 
calves  is  fo  extreanely  flabby,  at  %he  ag^  in  Which 
thofe  of  Europe  are  delivered  to  t&  bjatcher» 
that  it  cannot  poffibly  be  eaten,  till  the  abbnala 
would  be  flyled  oxen,  b/  the  natives  of  any  other 
country.  Veal  is  never  lerved  npto  the  Esyptian 
^blefll,  ^  it  is  exprefsly  forbtddeo  by  Mahomet; 

8  3  "and 
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•ii(A  thfi  CopU»  who  bate  adopted  a  ibrWleiini- 
talion  of  tMir  mien,  alike  abftaiii  froon  its  iife. 

The  OJien  are  emploved  in  tillage^  whicb»  in 
Bgypt,  reqoiret  hot  little  eifrttoo.  Great  noiii** 
bert  of  them  are  likewij(h^|&ployed  in  the  rice 
milli  af  Rofletta  and  Daioj^K  Tbigr  are  confe- 
qaeat!]^dearf.aod,Dotwii;HHBdiog  the  rich  fop- 
ply  of  the  lidjaoeot  pafturage,  Soonioi  affirmi, 
that^  at  the.tiine  of  hii  vifit,  thejr  commonly  fold 
for  ue  enormoof  (um,o£  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thouiabd  liyret  a  hcad^  TbeTe  animals,  if  hen 
luatMMig  hate  tbeir  bea^  at  Jiberty.  at  the  yoke 
it  adjafted  in  fuch  a  manner  aa  they  may  pall 
from  th^  pitch  of  the  (bbblders.  By  thia  method 
they  areipore  pit  eafe,  and  have  much  n^ore  com- 
mana  of  their  ftrength  than  when  they  are  in  the 
ipearifoiaie  and  iooonvenieiit  attitude  of  drawing. 
by  the  head.  To  thin  method  may  be  arcribe4 
Ae  fi^BB  of  their  wilhers*. which  it  much  greater 
tVaQ  in  theos^  of  other  conntriet,  though  it  ia 
not  Imprblbable  that  the  fwelHng  It  in  fome  de- 
gree natiiral,  and  that,  in  this  re(ped,  they  may 
be  fai4  {0  approximate  to  thie  fpeciet  of  bifpo»  or 
biitiohed^ox. 

Anahimal,  that  might  ."be  added  to  thpfe  al« 
ready  domcllica ted  by  the.  Bgyptiant,  it  the  ich- 
neumon. It  #at  one  df  the  objedt  of  worfliip  in 
ahcient  Egypt.  Treated  with  partiofular  care 
during  itt  Uf^,  and  highly  honoured  after  itt 
d^th,  it  Was  th^foppofedi  prote^or  of  the  mod 
iibgdlar  country  m  the  world,  againft  a  fcouree 
the  moft  dreadful  to  ap  agricultural  people. 
Much  hat  therefore  been  written,  and  many  fa- 
bulout  itoriet  related  of  thit  quadruped,  both  by 
ancients  and  modernt,  which  have  been  occafion* 
ally  ^ied  ia  the  hifioric  page  of  fuccefiive  tra- 
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lelkik  S#imiiii^  however,  bAd  an  oppoHoMlly 
ff  o^fiurving  ibe  ichneumon  }o  its  nttive  00119** 
t^^iind  jot  •  ^te  of  liberty  ^  be  bas  tberefort 
giveii  the  -following  accoooi  of  the  animal,  tfid 
fBodf;svottre<l  to  afpertaio.tbe  extent  of  tti  ttfcf«l- 
ii€fs»  by  re^oi;ing  its  b0«Aed  and  esaggerated 
lertices  to  tbeirjoft  value.  >  • 

With  ilrong  difpolitions  to  familiartty,  the 
IcbqeufDoo  is  not  reared  in  the  boafes  pf  the 
Sgyptlaps,  nor  do  tbi^  remember  it  baviog  biseii 
ifo  bponght  op  by.  their  anceflors.  SimUar  io  2ta 
habits  to  the  weaiel  and  polecat,  this  qoadmped 
leeds  promifcaoofly  upon  rats,  birds,  and  reptiles. 
A  natural  fondnefs  for  eggs  iodoces  it  frequeotr 
lir  to  rake  op  the  fand,  in  fearcb  of  tbofe  depo- 
oted  there  by  the  crocodiles,  and  thus  it,  in  fome 
degree,  prevents  the  too  great  propagatioo  of 
thcffi^  hateful  antma}s;  though  the  antipathy  er- 
foneouily  attributed  to  Mie  ichnenmon,  againft 
the  crocodile,  is  really  en  innate  fentlmeot  in  n 
fpecies  of  tortoife  of  the  Nile,  which  attacks 
and  devours  the  young  crocodiles  as  foon  as 
they  are  hatched,  and  is  thus  fucoefsfully  em- 
ployed in  their  delirudion,  while  the  ichnei|moii 
reccivi's  the  fole  honour  of  a  perpetual  anddef- 
per^ite  war,  faid  to  fubfift  between  themj  yet 
the'  tortoife,  known  to  the  Arabs  by  the  name 
of  cerfe,  apd  ca!lcd  tbirfd  by  the  Egyptians,  has 
a  much  better  title  to  the  applaufe  and  admira* 
tion  of  writers,  who  merely  coniempiate  it  as  an 
animal,  to  which  Egypt  is  indebted  for  the  moft 
fen 5ble  diminution  of  a  fpecies  of  reptile,  wbofe 
hideous  form  and  ferocious  difpofition  are  eq.oaU 
ly  calculated  to  iofpire  feoliiiienis  of  difgofi  and 
horror.      ^    '     '  .» 


At 
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At  tbe  pfefetit  daj,  the  iMme  of  idrniMMBli 
unknown  in  Egypt»  nor  it  tlie  dendliiiniiHoa  of 
Pharaoh*!  mt  now  in  nfe.  The  former  if  calleil  tho 
oemi,  and  the  appellation  of  herie  it  gifeii  to  tho 
weafel,  bjr  the  prefent  inhabitanti,  who  bear  no 
greater  refpeft  to  the  ichnenmon  than  Bnrope* 
ant  have  for  tlie  marteot  or  pole-cat. 

Among  feveral  branches  of  commerce,  that  are 
peenliar  to  Rofletta,  is  the  exportation  of  riee» 
Which  is  Town  in  Lower  £gypt»  fcom  the  month 
of  March  to  that  of  Mav.  During  the  innnda* 
lion  of  the  Nile«  the  fields  are  com^etely  cof ernl 
with  water  j  and  fmall  dikes,  or  raifed  embank- 
inentf«  are  thrown  upronndeach  field«  topre- 
Tent  it  from  running  off.  Freih  foppHes  are 
likewife  condaded  thither  by  trenches,  till  the 
ground  is  fo  thorousbly  moiftened  that,  in  fome 
places,  a  pcrfon  might  fink  in  halfway  no  to  hit 
«:bin.  In  order  to  make  the  rice  thrive,  its  root 
mnft  be  conftantly  watered.  It  is  nearly  fix 
months  before  it  comes  to  maturity  j  and  it  ia 
nfually  cut  down  by  the  middle  of  November* 
To  feparate  the  grain  from  the  ftraw,  the  Egyp- 
tians, who  are  unacquainted  with  the  ufe  of  the 
flail,  prepare,  with  a  mixture  of  earth  and  pi- 
geons* dung,  fpacious  and  clean  floors,  where  the 
nee  is  fpitad  out  in  thick  layers,  for  the  needful 
preparation.  A  fort  of  (ledge  is  then  drawn  by 
two  oxen  oyer  every  part  of  the  heap,  till  no 
inore  grain  is  left  in  the  flraw.  When  it  is  thu8~ 
beat  out,  it  is  fpread  in  the  air  to  be  dried,  and 
turned  by  feveral  mep,  who  walk  abreaft,  and 
each  of  them  with  his  foot  makes  a  furrow  in 
the  layer  of  grain^  fo  that  the  whole  mafs  is 
moved  in  a  very  fliort  time,  and  that  part  which 
was  underneath  is  thus  freely  expofed  to  the  air. 
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When  properly  dried,  it  is  carried  to  the  mill, 
where  it  it  flripped  of  its  bafki  cleaned  in  i 
£e^r^  I  psifed  a  fccood  tia»e  through  the  mill  for 
ihe  porpofe  of  bleachipg;  fnd  (inallyt  mixed 
op  in  troughs  with  fome  laic,  which  contributes 
equally  to  iti  excellent  colour  and  prfefenration. 
3  he  preparatory  proceff  is  then  completed,  and 
the  rice  is  ready  for  fale.  The  profit  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  rice  fields,  in  fsvourabie  feafons,  that 
is  to  fay,  when  the  rife  of  the  Nile  overflows  a 
great  estent  of  ground,  is  fuppofed  equivalent  to 
fifty  percent,  after  dedoding. every  poflible  ex- 
pcnco.  A 

Sonpini  frequently  derived  much  pleafore  and 
information  from  biseacurfions  in  the  environs  of 
^ofletta,  where  the  plains  are  embelliOied  with  ft 
rich  variety  of  plants,  and  the  groves  are  frequent- 
ed  by  fevcral  fpecies  of  birds,  whofe  elegant  plom- 
age  enlivi^ns  the  fcenery,  ar>d  whofe  melodious 
notes  arrfft  the  attention  of  the  psiTenger.  On 
the  24? h  of  O^obcr,  he  went  to  an  old  dilapidat* 
ed  caftlck  which  fiands  at  fome  diflance,  to  the 
northward  of  the  town.  It  wat  originally  de<T 
figned,  with  a  fimilar  building,  on  the  oppofite 
bank  of  the  Nile,  as  a  defence. to  the  entrance  of 
the  river.  At  prefent  tliefe  ca flies  are  not  much 
lefs  than  three  miles  from  the  Tea.  The  former 
is  fald  to  have  been  ere^ed  by  St.  Lerrio,  in  the 
lime  of  the  crufades,  and  feveral  antique  fiopes, 
covered,  with  hieroglyphics,  have  been  employed 
in  its  confirndion ;  it  is,  however,  now  almoft  de- 
molifhedk  and  the  few  pieces  of  cannon  that  re- 
main in  it  are  totally  unfit  for  fervice.  In  the 
coorfe  of  his  ramble,  our  author  killed  fome  hou- 
boos,  hoopoes,  turtle  doves,  and  a  fmall  owl. 
'■  ■  '  * 

The 


lOVVISl't  TiATIU 

The  ftrft  of  tbefe  birds,  thMcb  freqneotly  6eA 
in  tbe  Ticinage  of  Roflettti»  aiid,  •ccordiBg  tocbe 
beil  •ccouoti,  in  tbtt  of  Damietta,  was  Mveftba- 
left  0? erlookad  bjr'natoraliftt,  till  our  anthor  fint 
m  ddcripcioB  of  it  to  hii  friend,  the  celebrated 
BoffoOt  who,  in  conjnnftion  with  Gu^nan  do 
liocitbellaid,  hat  fince  pobliflied  it  in  their  natu« 
ral  biftory  of  birdf. 

The  hoahoa,  or  Egyptian  cuckoo,  hai  ferf 
Ihort  wingf,  which  are  yet  difproportionably  long 
in  9oropanfon  with  its  body  j  it  is  confeqoentl^ 
unable  to  tra? erfe,  in  the  fame  flight,  a  fpace  of 
any  extent,  and  unlefs  it  meets  with  feme  bufli 
(o  alight  upon,  it  is  foon  obliced  to  fall  to  the 
ground :  it  is  perfeAly  tame  and  eafy  of  approach, 
and  may  properly  be  faid  to  pofleft  the  facultT  of 
flying  merely,  in  a  fuflicient  dmee,  to  enable  it 
to  catch  the  infeds  on  which  it  chiefly  fubfifti. 
Unlike  the  common  cuckoo,  the  houhous  are  not 
folitary  birds }  they  lire  in  pairs,  hatch  their  eggs, 
and  rear  their  young,  with  the  fame  affe^ng 
kindnefs  that  prevails  among  the  feathered  inha« 
bitants  of  European  groves.  They  delight  in 
dwelling  near  the  refidence  of  nian,  and  render 
htm  the  mod  important  fervices,  by  deftro]ring 
fuch  infers  as  would  otherwife  materially  injure 
his  harvefts. 

One  of  the  birds  moil  commonly  feen  in  Lower 
Egypt,  at  the  commencement  of  the  winter,  ia 
the  hoopoe,  or  dune  bird.  It  is  by  no  meana 
wild }  b\u,  as  its  flefhit  reckoned  very  indiflerent, 
it  is  never  killed  by  the  inhabitants.  Tlie  hoo- 
poes are  frequently  feen  in  fmall  flocks,  and  if 
one  of  them  b  feparated  from  its  companions,  it 
calls  them  by  a  flirill  cry,  at  the  (ame  time  draw* 
iog  ia  its  bill  clofe  to  the  breaft^  and  brifkly 
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fftf  fing  ita  liitd.  The  hobpoef,  likewilei  utter  m 
boarfe,  difagfeeaUe  found,  in  one  note.  Such  of 
thefe  birda  aa  do  not  quit  thexountrj,  are  joined 
by  flighta  of  tra? elleiiy  which  come  from  the 
northern  regions,  in  queft  of  a  warmer  dimata 
and  a  better  fopply  of  food.  Thefe  migratorjr 
birds  are  very  fat,  and  their  flbih  is  equally  ten-^ 
der  and  palatable. 

The  turtle  doves,  which  arrive  in  Egypt  after 
the£ttropeanautunui>and  there  fpread  tbemfelvea 
from  the  fea  as  far  as  Cairo,  are  of  the  common 
fpecies  $  but  thofe  which  conftantly  inhabit  the 
fame  country  form  a  diftioA  race.  The  top  of 
their  head  and  neck  are  a  pale  miatore  of  red  and 
white,  as  are  the  back  and  the  lefler  wing  coverts^ 
but  the  red  tint  is  the  more  predominant.  Upon, 
the  upper  part  of  the  neck  is  a  black  femicirde  y 
the  throat  and  inferior  coverts  of  the  tail  ara 
white ;  the  under  part  of  the  neck  a  light  gride- 
liuf  the  fiomach  and  belly  of  a  dingy  white* 
The  primary  wing  quills  are  brown,  mingled  with 
rofous,  and  the  others  cinereous,  and  tipped  with, 
a  light,  aih-coloured  grey.  The  iris  of  the  eye  la 
orange,  the  bill  cinereous,  and  the,  legs  and  feet, 
of  a  fine  rofe  colour.  Turtle  doves,  of  whatever 
fpecies  they  may  be,  are  always  fpared  by  tha 
Egyptians,  who  never  eat  them,  but  would  rathea 
confider  it  as  a  violation  of  hofpttality  to  deftroy^ 
I  a  harmlefs  race,  which  vifits  their  country  in  per- 
fed  confidence,  and  enlivens  their  groves  by  their 
I  delightful  cooings. 

The  little  owl,  that  was  ihot  by  Sonnioi  in  hia. 
Iwalk  to  the  ruinous  cafile,  was  rather  different, 
tin  ics  plumage,  frofn  the  owl.8  in  Europe ;  but,  ast 
|tbe  difference  was  not  iufficient  to  confiitute  a 

diftindt 


204 


SONNfllfS  TBAVBLS 


didind  fpeciei,  he  has  deemed  it  uaheceflaiy  to 
give  any  particular  defcription  of  it. 

Docks,  of  feverpl  fpecies,  arrive  anniiallf,  in 
Lower  Egyptf  from  all  quarters.  The  fmaller 
kinds,  as  the  farcelles,  or  te »1,  generally  appear 
about  the  beginning  of  Odob«r,  and  the  larger 
eome  later.  They  all  afTemble  upon  the  lakes  of 
the  Delta,  and  there  form  innumerable  flocks, 
which  do  not  quit  the  country  till  the  return  of 
fpring.  A  great  quantity  ot  thefe  birds  were 
fold»  remarkably  cheap,  at  the  market  of  Roflet- 
ta  i  but  it  was  almolt  impofllible  to  procure  one 
whofe  plumage  was  uninjured,  or  that  was  not 
mutilated;  as  their  threats  arc  either  cut,  or  there 
wings  broken,  and  faftened  upon  their  back,  in 
compliance  with  the  dilates  of  the  MuiTulmen, 
who  are  exprefsly  commanded  to  eat  no  animal 
that  has  not  been  bled. 

Thrulhes  arrive  in  tbefis  countries  at  the  fame 
feafon,  and  remain  there  till  the  month  of  March. 
They  ufually  dwell  near  the  habitations  of  the 
natives,  or  fliare  the  fragrant  accommodations  of 
the  turtle  doves,  amidlt  the  thick  foliage  ot  the 
orange  and  lemon  trees. 

Early  in  the  morning,  on  the  5th  of  Novem* 
ber,  there  fell  a  heavy  Ihower  of  rain,  at  Roflfeta, 
which  was  the  firft  that  had  defcended,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year,  to  cool  the  atmofphere  of 
Lower  Egypt.  It  may,  therefore,  be  ftyled  an 
intereding  period,  both  upon  this  account,  and 
becaufe  it  was  the  beginning  of  the  winter  fea- 
fon,  fo  denominated,  becaufe  the  temperature  of 
the  air  became  fomewhat  lefs  fultry  and  oppref- 
five. 

Next  day,  our  author  crofled  the  Nile,  and 
amufed  himfelfi  with  a  long  ramble,  over  the 
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moili  aod  rerdiDl  grounds  of  the  D<lta. .  This 

SBft  of  Loiirer  Egypt  is  an  extenfit e  plain,  bat  it 
as  not  the  fatiguing  monotony  of  other  flat 
countries.  The  towns  and  villages  are  pleafant* 
ly  fitoated  npon  fmall  bills,  above  the  level  of  the 
inundation,  while  (hady  bowen  and  beautiful 
trees,  (landing  at  a  fmall  di fiance  from  each 
otbdr,  limit  tfaenuew,  and  only  fuflfcr  it  to  ex- 
tend, through  numerous  viftas,  to  points  more 
difiant  and  equally  agreeable.  Fields,  where 
fertility  has  filed  her  abode;  enclofures,  where 
the  rich  fruit  of  the  orange  tree  overhangs  a  pro- 
£iifion  of  efculent  plants  and  odoriferous  flowers ; 
the  ruflic  huts  of  the  hulbandmen  *,  and  the  ani- 
mals that  rove  around  the  paflures,  combine  to- 
gether, to  rejoice  the  foul  and  cheer  the  eye,  in 
k>  charming  and  diverflfied  a  landfcape ;  while  a 
multitude  of  pret^  foogfters  unite  their  melodi- 
ous exertions  to  celebrate,  in  one  harmonic  cho- 
rus, the  perpetual  holiday  of  propitious  nature. 

Befides  turtle  doves,  of  the  two  fpecies,  black- 
birds and  hoopoes,  our  author  here  obferved  fe- 
veral  little  egrets,  or  criel  herons,  of  which  there 
are  two  forts.  Tlieir  plumage  is  entirely  of  a 
dazzling  white,  but  they  differ  in  point  of  fize. 
The  individuals,  of  the  fmaller  fpecies,  differ 
likewife  in  the  colour  of  their  feet,  which,  in 
fome  of  them*  are  black,  in  others  green,  and  in 
many  of  them  yellow.  This  variety  is,  however, 
in  all  probability,  rather  the  tffc€t  of  age>  or  fex, 
[than  any  diflindion  of  race.    Some  of  them  have 

ong  (ilky  feathers,  upon  the  l>ack,  that  ferve  to 
ake  plumes  and  tufts;  bu:  as  this  natural  or- 

ament  is  not  feen  upon  all  of  them,  it  may,  in 
l  likelihood,  be  confined  to  the  males.  They 
e  exceedingly  numerous  in  t!ie  environs  of  Da- 
VoL.  XXIII.  T  mietta. 
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mietta.  Tbejr  tre  oot,  iiowevery  coofidered  ar 
game  by  the  inhabitants,  nor  are  they  erer 
bcoQgfat  to  table  as'an  article  of  food. 

Thefe  egrets  gave  rife  to  a  eariona  adventore^ 
in  our  author's  journey,  with  M.  Tott,  from  Rof- 
fetta  to  Alexandria.  The  infpedor  general, 
combining  his  knowledge  of  natural  hiftory  with 
that  of  a  little,  conceited  fargeon,  whom  he  had 
taken  with  him,  decided  that  the  nomerous 
egrets,  which  conftituted  the  raoft  beautiful  or- 
nament of  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  were  in  r«ality 
the  ibis,  or  curlews  of  the  ancients.  In  oenfo" 
quence  of  thii  opinion,  a  coatemptuoiM  fmile  war 
caft  upon  all  preceding  travellcra,  who  had  never 
difcovered  the  ibia  in  Bgypt;  and,  in  fpite  of 
whatever  Sonnini  could  iay  to  the  contrary,  they 
firmly  maintained  their  opinion,  and  oongratu« 
lated  each  other  on  their  important  remarks. 
They^now  wiihed  to  make  an  ample  colledion  of 
thefe  birds,  and  accordingly,  whenever  they  per* 
ceived  an  egret,  they  called  out  loudly  to  the 
Bgypdan  Tailors,  to  manage  the  boat  fo  as  to  bring 
the  bird  within  gun-ikot.  Near  two  hundred 
ikots  vmre  fired ;  but,  fortunately  for  the  objeAi 
of  their  porfuit,  they  were  as  unfltilful  markf- 
men  a»  uninformed  naturalifts.  The  failorir, 
wha  could  not  conceive  the  importance  of  fo 
much  fatigue,  and  fo  many  interrnptfone  to  their 
navigation,  foon  loft  all  patience,  and  became! 
outrageous  with  vexation )  yet  the  firing  would! 
certainly  have  continued  much  longer,  had  noti 
the  furgeon,  in  a  tranfport  of  ornithological  enj 
thufiafm,  fallen  into  a  large  pot  of  lentils,  that 
were  cooking  for  the  mariners,  in  the  veflel's 
hold,  and,  by  this  ludicrous  cataftrophe,  permit' 
ted  the  traveilers  tocontinae  their  route  in  peace 


Ob  I 

ed  by  I 

and  tw< 

toexaa 

oameo: 

afoendc 

weflern 

Turrets 

fliore,  : 

Maadf^ 

Aaei 

the  Car 

fea-dior 

up,  to  c 

in  the  a 

At  til 

of  a  ca| 

the  Gap< 

finall  hi 

of  wbic 

ufualiy 

were  oe 

quit  the 

country 

ceedto. 

Nile,  at 

Our  a 

houfe  oi 

that  tinr 

con  All  gi 

the    tra^ 

apartrae 

•  ApJi 

the  glorin 
Frrnch  re 
totrcpid  fi 


w 

hey  tnx 

dventoreb 
from  Rof- 
'  general, 
ftory  with 
ND  he  htd 
namerouft 
mtifal  or- 
I  la  rtalitf 
In  oanfe- 
\  fmile  wai 
had  never 
n  fpite  of 
trary,  they 
coDgratu* 
t  femarks. 
t>Uedioa  of 
r  they  per* 
dly  to  the 
as  to  bring 
o  hundred 
the  objedi 
fal  markf- 
he  failoR, 
ance  of  fo 
me  to  thdr 
id  became 
ring  would 
ir,  had  not 
ilogical  en 
sntils.  that 
the  veiTers 
ic,  pcrrait- 
e  in  peace. 
Oa 


tw  boYpt.  303 

'  On  the  latk  of  Nofember,  our  anthor,  attend- 
ed by  an  Interpreter,  a  draoghtfman,  a  janizary^ 
and  two  fervants,  fet  oat  from  Rofletta,  in  order 
to  examine  a  place,  formerly  celebrated  under  the 
name  of  Canopni,  but  now  called  Aboukir.  They 
afoended  the  hills  of  land,  which  endrcle  the 
wefiern  ^do  of  Rofletta,  enters  the  ^ ain  of 
Turrets,  and  from  thence  ftruek  off  to  the  fefl- 
fliore,  which  they  followed  as  far  at  the  lake 
Maadi^. 

Alter  a  tedious  paflfage,  over  this  remnant  of 
-the  Caoopic  bank  of  the  Nile,  they  regained  the 
fea-d)ore,  where  an  embankment  bad  been  thrown 
up,  to  confine  the  waters*  and  about  one  o'clock^ 
in  the  afternoon,  they  arrived  at  Aboukir. 

At  this  villager  \»  a  cattle*  built  upon  the  point 
of  a  cape^  which  projeds  into  the  fea.  B^rond 
the  cape,  fome  (hcials  Bretch  out,  and  enclofe  • 
finall  hflrt)oork.  at  the  foot  ot  the  caftle,  in  front 
of  which  tbene  is  a  good  roadArad  *.  This  was 
ofually  frequented  by  rorrchant  ihips,  when  they 
were  oeceliitated,  from  tempeftuous  weather,  to 
^uit  the  new  port  of  Alexandria  ;  atid  alfo  by  the 
country  germs,  when  they  were  unable  to  pro* 
oeed  to  Alexandria,  or  to  clear  the  Bcighafs  of  the 
Nile,  at  the  month  of  the  RoiTetta  branch- 

Our  author  and  his  attendants  alighted  at  the 
houfe  of  a  Jew,  named  Mallnm  Youlef,  who  at 
that  time  held  the  place  of  agent  to  the  French 
confnl  general,  in  Egypt,  and  who  accommodated 
the  travellers  with  pleaiant  and  convenient 
apartments,  where  they  partook  of    a   frugal 

*  A  place  which  will  be  ever  memorable,  on  account  of 
the  glorlnut  viAory  there  obtained,  over  the  fleet  of  the 
French  rrpublic,  by  the  gallaot  Admixal  Nelfoo,  and  bit 
intrepid  fcamcn, 

repaft. 
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repaft,  prepared  by  their  Isodlonl'k  wlfe/lnd 
then  remounted  their  routes,  io  order  to  vifit  the 
adjacent  ruins. 

Thefe  remains*  of  an  ancient  citf,  occap/  k 
preat  extent  of  ground,  and  ilill  offer  many  ob- 
'j<!ds  of  admiration^  to  the  fped^ator  |  but,  though 
much  more  valuable  relics  might  be  fottnd' under 
the  furface,  fuch  refearches  are  forbidden  by  a 
blitid  and  fuperftitious  people,  who  ^flefs  no 
other  idea  of  riches,  than  gold ;  and,  confequent- 
ly  fuppofe,  that  foreigners  merely  travel  over 
their  country  with  the  hope  of  difcovfcring  and 
carrying  off  fome  hidden  treafures. 

Several  beautifuh  granite  columns  were  difiin- 
gui(bed  among  the  ruins,  but  they  were  all  muti- 
lated and  thrown  io  the  ground  |  their  fliafts, 
.though  exceedingly  large,  were  fluted,  and  of  one 
piece,  and  the  capitals  were  of  the  mod.exquifite 
workmanship.  Some  openings,  to  fubterraneous 
avenues,  were  likewife  noticed ;  they  were  con» 
ilrufted  of  brick,  and  in  tolerable  prefervation ; 
but  their  entrance  was  nearly  filled  up  with 
mbbiOi.  Thefe  majeftic  ruins  are  called,  "  The 
.city  of  Pharaoh,**  by  the  natives  of  Aboukir^  and 
.-Sonnioi  affirms,  that  every  thing  he  faw  fully 
denioii|lrated  the  fplendor  and  importance  of  its 
original  editices.  ' 

On  the  fea-(hore  may  be  feen  the  foundafions 
of  9  large,  regular  building,  in  the  midft  of  which 
is  a  cavern,  leading  to  the  fea,  where  ruins  are 
obfervable  at  a  confiderable  dtftance.  This  feems 
a  convincing  proof  of  the  great  marine  encroach- 
ment. Near  thefe  antique  remains  are  numerous 
blocks  of  granite,  and  a  coloffal  ftatue  of  a  wo* 
man,  fluted  all  its  length.  This  is  likewife  of 
granite,  but  it  ii  thrown  from  its  pedeflal,  and 
,  materially 
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IMitjerblly  ifljared  There  is  alfi>  t  lai^e  ffibiiix, 
partly  matiUit€d»  the  pedeiial  of  which  is  richly 
cofered  with  bieroglyphicn ;  bat  they  are  now  al- 
moft  effaced  by  the  corroding  tooth  of  time. 

Such  are  the  remains  of  the  once  beautiful 
•ad  ^ebrated  Canopos,  wh^re  liood  the  magni* 
fioenC  temple,  of  Serapis,  where  a  profoiiOD  of 
laxorioos  pleafares  invited  crowds  of  foreigner! 
to  the  city  $  and  where  the  beauty  of  the  climate^ 
the  fertilityjpf  the  furrounding  country,  and  the 
feneral  afflnepce  of  the  inhabitants,  concurred  to 
make  it  the  moft  enchanting  retreat,  and  the 
mod  df;6rable  refidence.  Luxury,  pride,,  and  a 
ftameful  depravity  of  manners  were,  however^ 
fufficient  to  enfure  its  defolation,  and  Canopna 
baa  accordingly  faUen,  like  many  other  cities,  a 
facrifice  to  the  vices  of  the  people.  Its  fplendid 
monuments  are  now  permitted  toinbolder  in  the 
dnft  3  the  Nile  no  longer  fertilizes  the  depopn* 
lated  foil,  the  verdant  plains  are  become  arid 
defertSi  the  defc^ndants  of  its  original  inhabitant! 
ure  mere  barbatians,  and  the  place  itfelf  no 
longer  exiUs,  but  in  the  memory  of  individuals,  or 
the  page  of  hiftory. 

The  day  after  our  arrival  at  Aboukir,  pur  tra« 
Teller  went  to  pay  his  refpeds  to  the  governor, 
who  was  a  barber,  and  who,  having  received  in« 
timation  of  the  Etiropeans  vifit,.  had  pot  on  his 
beft  apparel,  and  covered  his  head  with  a  white 
ihawl.  Sonmni  ioond  him  fitting  in  his  fbop 
with  all  the  gravity  of  a  vizier,  and  bearinga  fisa 
of  feathers  in  his  hand :  he  received  his  gueli 
with  great  folemntty;  offered  him  any  fervice 
that  lay  in  his  power }  and  expreffed  his  regret 
«t  being  unable  to  prefent  him  with  coffee,  frort 
thj  unlucky  circumfiance  of  its  being  locked  u  «r 
^^-     •    ■  T3  <.ear 
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On  Sonnini't  withdrawing,  be  preferred  tbe  faxjot 
flate  that  be  aiTumed  on  his  entrance  -  -» i 

The  caflle  of  Abtoukir  is  a  place  of  fmall  im* 
portance.'  On  tbe  land  fide,  it  is  furrounded  bf 
«  ditch,  and  it  '\%  furniflied  with  a  light  boufe; 
^ut  this  was  fo  badly  illuminated,  as  only  to  be 
difcerned  at  a  fmall  diftance.  The  fort  i<B  dt* 
fended  by  a  few  pieces  of  fmall  cannon,  which 
jre^  however,  fo  contemptible,  as  to  permit  the 
Ruffians  to  take  the  germs  from  the  very  Ihelt^r 
<of  the  batteries.  As  moft  of  tbe  male  i n habitant 
•re  either  tifliermen  or  failors,  belonging  to  the 
germs,  the  village  of  Aboukir  feems  uninhabited 
jdaring  the  day,  and  fcarely  any  perfon  is  feen  in 
the  ftreets.      .  « 

.  One  of  the  villagers,  having  noticed  our  an* 
lhor*s  admiration  of  a  long,  black  ftone,  covered 
with  hieroglyphics,  in  tbe  nparket  place,  came  up 
andofiered  to  fell  him  a  fine  ftatne,  which  was 

f>artly  buried  in  the  ground.  Sonnini,  according* 
y,  fent  one  of  his  fervants  with  the  Granger,  but 
no  flatne  was  to  be  found.  That  he  might  not, 
however,  lofe  his  expeded  profit,  the  man  be^an 
to  remove  the  earth,  and  foon  difcovered  a  beau* 
tifu),  little  pyramid,  of  the  finefi  black  marble, 
encircled  with  hieroglyphics,  and  in  high  pre* 
fervation.  This  curious  monument  of  antiquity 
was  immediately  purchafed  by  the  European, 
who  employed  his  Jewifh  hoft  to  trenfroit  it  to 
RofTetta,  b/  the  firil  conveyance.  «*  The  r^i».d«i*,'* 
fays  our  author,  "  may  conceive  the  riches  of 
this  mine  of  antiquities,  covered  by  a  very  (light 
yayer  of  earth  and  rubbilh,  when  a  man,  unpro* 
vided  with  any  implement,  and  with  his  hands 
n  lone,  could  fcrape  up  the  foil  At  hazard,  and  dif- 
gi  >  eamt, 
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i0Mn^«  ifr  lefa  than  half  an  hoar,  fach  i  valuable 
treafiire/* 

'Kitkig  made  this  acqiii6tion,  and  fatisfied  hia 
etl^ofitjr  with  an  «taalination  of  Aboukir  and 
ifs  entifons,  our  traveller  fet  out  for  Rofletia, 
Where  lif  arHved. about  ten  o'clock  at  night, 
fiii^irtg  obferved,  upoiv  the  beach,  a  great  number 
o#  Wtagtails,  and,  upon  the  palm  trees;  fome 
bt«d(Mrds  whichk  together  with  the  tbruflies,  ar- 
rive'111  th<i  northern  parts  of  Egypt,  at  the  begin- 
i^hf^'ttf- the  vWinter.  AH  the  day  there  was  a 
ftrong  wind^  from  theeaft  (bdth-eaft,  the  heavena 
were  overfpread  with  clouds^  and  towards  evening 
therewas  a  (bower -of  rain.  The  fea  was  high, 
and  its  agitated  waves,  breaking  with  violence 
agiinil  tbe  banks  of  Aboukir,  and  rolling  fbri- 
oufly  along  the  coaft,  fpread  a  terrific  found 
throagh  the  adjacent  deterts,  and  rendered  the 
palTage  bf  the  travellers  peculiarly  folemn. 

On  his  return  to  Rofletta,  Sonnini  was  anxious 
to  obtain  a  more  perftA  view  of  the  Boghafs.  or 
mouth  of  the  Nile,  fo  celebrated  for  (hipwrecks 
and  extreme  danger;  he  accordingly  fet  oat  with 
the  viceconfal,  a  drogueman,  and  a  French  mer- 
chant, mounted  npon  afles.  Stopping  at  the 
gardens  above  the  cattle,  they  found  an  encamp- 
ment of  Bedouin  Arabs,  wbole  fmall  and  un- 
comfortable tents  announced  the  mifery  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  women  of  thefe  people  did  not 
conceal  their  faces,  like  the  other  natious  who  are 
fettled  in  Egypt;  the  youngett  of  them  were 
rendered  tolerably  agreeable  by  the  bloom  of 
youth,  and  they  were  apparently  of  an  obliging 
difpotition.  The  travellers  were  foon  furround- 
ed  by  thefe  females,  who  atked  charity,  and  were 
perfcAly  fatisfied  with  the  diftribution  of  a  few 
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inedidpeii.  While  the  mercbant  ^oAhl^'MJUm^ 
ant  were  carrying  on  a  lively  conYerfatiofi  i|r|^|i 
tbefe  yoaog  Arabs,  pur  ambor  was  eoemtaffsd 
hy  a  group  of  old  women,  wbofe  darb  a<>4  ibrir 
veU^rd  facet,  rendered  ftil|  niore  frigiblfol  bf 
sneanff  of  pandures  traped  appn  Ibeir  ^iaa».  ex- 
cited horror  and  difgoft.  At,  however,  they ,pici- 
bably  confidered  him  more  generoof  t^ao  bit 
cpmpaniont,  they  kepi  him  in  the  roidft  pf  %k9m 
Ibr  a  confiderable  time**  till  at  lePgtibi  after  # 
thoufand  frnitleft  effortt,  be  efcaped  frpm-tiliip 
bideouB  and  ioiportuoate  cifcle.  /    V 

Purfuing  bi»roatei  tpwardt  tbeiea^  biabeaft, 
with  tboTe  of  bit  fiellpw  traveUert,  fre^iMntly 
ftumbled  on  the  flippy  groond,  which  hi4  bean 
xecenOy  covered  by  the  Nile,  and  eitbar  fpob 
with  their  ridert  in  the  mire,  or  predpitatad 
them  into  the  water  of  the  ditchct,  that  iotar« 
feded  the  difagreeable  road,  ^ch  of  the  cem- 
paniont,  it  feems,  had  an  CQoal  (bare  in  tbeie 
little  accidents,  and  in  the  httle  obfervationt  to 
which  tbev  gave  riie^  At  length,  however*  they 
approached  the  narrow  and  periloos  cbannid  that 
forms  the  bar  at  the  month  of  the  Nile.  The  fea 
was  breaking  over  it  with  furprifiog  violence* 
and  railing  boiftrroat  wavet,  mingled  with  foam 
and  fand.  Tbey  alfo  difcerned  the  maft  headt  of 
two  germs,  that  had  been  lately  wrecked ;  and, 
upon  the  beach,  fome  failors  were  employed  in 
removing  the  lifelefs  bodies  of  their  firienda  or 
Shipmates,  which  had  been  thrown  on  ibore,  by 
the  agitation  of  the  waters.  The  coaft,  which  it 
low,  and  entirety  oonifiping  of  fand,  wat  covered 
with  an  abundance  of  water -fowl^  at  goUt 
beront,  fea-iarkt,  JcCf  ' '     '      '       ' 
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.  Next  day  oor  author  went  to  i^  a  tower,  at « 
fmall  diftance  to  the  foatb  of  Rofletta,  called  the 
Tower  of  Canopus,  by  the  generality  of  the  na- 
tiTes,  who  erroneouily  foppofe  that  the  town  of 
Rofletta  is  the  fite  of  the  ancient  Canopos.  This 
tower  is  a  modern  building,  thongb  in  a  roinoni 
condition :  it  is  fituated  opon  a  hillock  of  fand^ 
which  here  forms  the  weftern  bank  of  the  Nile. 
In  the  lower  part  is  a  fubterranebus  palTage,  faid»  \ 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  dlftri6t,  to  lead  to 
Alexandria.  From  the  top  of  the  tower  may  be 
bad  a  general  view  of  the  country,  which  has  no 
other  bounds  but  thofe  of  nature.  In  the  eaft 
are  difplayed  the  rich  treafbres  of  verdure  and 
fertility,  opoh  the  elegant  carpet  of  the  Delta  j 
to  the  north  is  diftioguiihed  the^rolling  waves  of 
the  ocean  ;  and  to  the  weft  the  parched  deferts  of 
Lybta  confefsLthe  dominion  of  eternal  fterility.  ' 

At  the  brink  of  the  Nile,  and  near  the  bafe  of 
the  tower,  ftaods  a  mofqne,  confecrated  to  a  Ma* 
hometan  faint,  called  Aboo  Mandour,  or  Father 
of  the  Light.  He^is  confidered  as' a  powerful 
protedor>  and  is,  therefore,  held  in  univerfal  ve- 
neration, inforonch  that  no  boat  ever  pafles  before 
the  mdfque,  without  the  mariners  and  paifengers 
making  an  offering  to  the  fliecb,  in  order  to  con- 
ciliate the  favour  of  the  faint. 

Upon  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  Nile,  oppofite  to 
the  mofque  of  Abou  Mandour,  are  two  or  three 
houfes,  denominated  Maadie,  becaofe  their  fitua* 
tion  faces  the  ufual  paftage  to  the  Delta.  Beyond 
Maadi6  is  the  village  Bouflburath,  formerly  in- 
habited by  a  great  number  of  robbers,  who  ufed 
to  plunder  the  boata,  till  they  were  happily  ex- 
terminated by  the  laudable  exertions  of  Mahomet 

Bey» 
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Pejr.    A  little  above  Bonflborath  it  another  til* 
Jagr.  called  Halhbet. 

On  the  weftern  fide  of  the,  river,  at  a  Ihort  dtf« 
iance  from  the  aforefaid  nofque,  ii  a  oon6dera- 
ble  village,  called  Dcgeddte,  the  enviroim  of  which 
are  richly  clothed  with  vioca.  This  oeisbbour* 
|iood  fuppliea  Rofletta  aod  Alexandria  with 
l^rapes.  The  leaves  of  the  vine  are  Hkewife  an 
important  article  in  Egypt,  ai  they  are  frequent- 
ly nfed,  when  young,  to  envelope  larse  balk  of 
haihed  meat,  that  are  commonly  ferved  op  H  ?.be 
tables  of  the  great,  and  forms  the  fined  dtfh  of 
Egyptian  coohery. 

On  his  return  to  Rofletta,  our  traveller  was  in- 
formed that  the  garrifon  of  the  caftle  at  Abonkir 
liad  prevented  the  Jew  drogueoian,  from  fend- 
ing the  little  pyramid,  wbith  hak  been  already 
defcribed  to  our  readers,  with  the  circnmfiance 
ff  its  difcovery.  At  length,  however,  the  aga  of 
Bofleita,  who  was  alfo  commandant  of  Abonkir, 
was  perfuaded  to  permit  th^  mooument  to  b^ 
lent,  though  he  alleged  that  the  people,  with 
whom  Sonnini  bad  ^rgained,  had  no  right  to 
difpofe  of  itj  aod  that  it  was  to  him  alone  a  pro- 
per application  could  have  been  made.  He  hke- 
wife added,  that  he  underflood  the  pyramid  was 
full  of  gold,  and  therefore  refolved  to  examine  it 
immediately  on  its  arrival,  when,  if  his  liifpicioni 
ihould  prove  groundiefs,  he  would  confent  to  fell 
it  to  the  European. 

NotwithAanding  tbefe  precautions,  the  igno- 
rant aga  caufed  the  ianizary,  who  had  accompa- 
nied Sonnioi  to  Aboukir,.to  be  brought  before 
him,  in  order  to  learn'  w bother  there  was  ideally 
any  gold  in  the  monotoent.  This  rnun,  who 
kneyv  that  gold  was  not  the  objed  of  an  Europe- 
an's 
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in't  refeifch  In  Bgjrpt,  eodeaToared  to  andeoeiTO 
Mm  {  bat  hit  efforts  were  all  io  vein,  as  the  Ma* 
■Kliike  could  not  potiWy  foppofe  any  value 
ffoald  be  let  upon  a/««r,  and  aiked  a  nnmber  of 
aoeftioiUt  upon  the  fobjedi  that  were  equally 
Rnfelefs  and  fatiguing^ 

At  length  the  pyramid  was  landed,  at  the  port 
of  Rttfletta,  when  a  crowd  of  corioni  (^eGtuon 
affembled,  and  uttered  many  exclamations  of 
fiirprife  and  admiration  on  its  beauty,  as  it  fpar* 
kled  ia  the  (un>  and  was  univerfally  fuppofed  to 
be  a  fivecious  ftone,  in  the  ftrideft  fenfe  of  the 
expreffion.  <*  They  oonld  not/*  fsys  Sonnini, 
**  refrain  from  feeling  a  re(peA  for  the  Franks* 
who  bad  the  iagacity  to  di(cover  fo  admirable  m 
freafure  * 

As  it  was  natural  to  fuppofe  that  the  obfenra* 
tlonsof  fo  many  ignorant  admirers,  would  reacll 
the  eirs  of  the  aga,  and  confirm  him  in  his  erro^ 
ileous  opinion,  refpeding  the  value  of  the  marble, 
our  author  refolded  to  leave  it  on  the  wharf,  and 
tt>  appear  to  relinquiih  it  entirely.  In  conic* 
queoce  of  this,  the  aga,  who  had  been  fully  con- 
vinced' that  it  was  a  mere  done,  became  furprifed 
at  the  filence  of  the  fuppofed  pi^rchafer,  and  fent 
for  the  Janizary^  to  know  the  reafon  why  it  was 
not  taken  away.  The  latter  told  the  aga,  as  he 
had  been  ioftroAed,  that,  after  the  claims  he  had 
made  upon  the  monument,  Sonntni  had  dropped 
all  thought  of  hating  it;  but  that  he;  was  ftlU 
willing  to  purchase  it,  if  the  price  (hould  not  be 
nnreafonable.  The  J'anizary  returned  with  aa 
order  for  its  removal  to  the  lodgings  of  our  au- 
thor, and  the  refult  was,  that  it  was  finally  pur- 
chafed  for  a  prefeot  of  finall  value. 

The 
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,  The  abford  opin^n*  that  Earopetnt  bid  oo 
other  view,  io  ibeir  refeaictiei,  then  the  diicovtfy 
of  hidden  treeforei,  it  MWerrallf  hel^  by  all  Iho 
JEgyptiaott  and  it  in  lad  one  of  the  Keealeft  dtf- 
ficulciet  that  a  tiaveller  hat  to  vanqoilb.  A  Tork^ 
who  re6ded  at  Rofletta,  had  a  vety  beaotifol  piece 
of  granite,  enriched  with  hierogljpbtct,  at  tlie 
door  of  hit  ftore-boafe.  Sonnini  requeued  the 
proprietor  to  fell  him  the  granite,  offering,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  have  another  ftone  placed  in  itt 
ftead,  at  hit  own  expenoe ;  but  the  Turk»  with 
the  ufual  ftupiditf  of  the  people,  peremptoriVy ' 
i^ejeded  the  propoul*  alleging,  at  a  motive  for  hit 
^fufal,  that  the  granite  wat  fall  of  gold.  At  the 
ipan  wat  indigent,  oar  traveller  aiked  him  why, 
if  fach  wat  hit  belief,  he  did  not  break  the  ftono, 
to  obtain  the  preciout  contentt,  which  appeared 
Ifi  neceifary  to  him.  When  he  replied,  that  hit 
flone  wat  a  talifipan,  and  therefore  fuch  an  adion 
vould  certainly  involve  him  in  gnilt,  aqd  might 
probably  overwhelm  him  with  mitfortndet. 

Notwithftanding  the  aflertiont  of  fome  modern 
writert,  it  it  very  certain  that  the  plague  it  not 
endemical  in  Egypt,  nor  doet  it  originate  in  that 
country.  Whenever  it  maket  itt  appearance,  it  it 
either  brought  from  Turkey  or  the  interior  of 
Africa.  The  latter  kind  it  called  the  Said 
Plague,  and  it  accordingly  dreaded,  at  being  more 
defirudive  than  that  which  it  brought  from  other 
quartera. 

^8  a  convincing  proof,  that  the  Egyptian  cli- 
mate rather  oppofes  than  producet  this  moft  fatal 
of  contagions,  our  author  obferves  that,  a^  the  pe- 
riod of  bis  travels,  it  had  not  been  experienced 
there  for  upwards  of  twelve  years,  notwith(land- 
irg  the  imprudent  negled  of  the  inhabitants, 
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with  refpe6k  to  its  introdv^ion.  Ships  freqnent- 
Ijr  touched  at  Aleaandria^  in  their  paflflge  from 
Cooftantinople,  which  mav  be  juftiy  Ayled  the 
focas  of  this  dreadful  malady  $  caravans  frook 
Africa  arrived  feveral  times  in  a  vear  at  Cairo, 
and  yet  no  pefiilential  fympton  had  appeared.  It 
is  even  a  well  known  fad  that,  in  178O,  a  veifel, 
belonging  to  the  grand  6gnior,  had  entered  tho 
old  port  of  Atexandriai  with  the  plagne  on  board. 
A  man  who  (lood  near  a  cbeft,  that  was  opened, 
was  firack  with  the  peftiferous  effluvia  that  iiTu- 
ed  from  it«  and  fell  down  dead  upon  the  fpot,  yet 
all  the  Turkiih  mariners  went  on  (hore,  walked 
through  different  parts  of  the  town,  and  even 
minsled  with  the  inhabitants,  without  exciting 
the  fmalleft  anxiety,  or  producing  any  unfortu* 
nate  effed. 

No  epidemical  difeafes,  in  fad,  prevail  in 
Egypt,  where  foreigners  are  never  attacked  by 
thoie  violent  and  inlamroatory  fevers,  which  are 
fo  juftly  dreaded  in  the  Weft  India  colonies;  nor 
are  they  tormented  by  thofe  intermittent  fevers, 
which,  in  thofe  countries,  are  the  certain  preludea 
of  numerous  obftrudions  and  dropfy.  Sonnini 
acknowledges  that  he  was  afflided,  in  Upper 
Egypt,  by  the  ophthalmia  in  one  of  his  eyes,  and 
that  his  draughtfman  fuffered,  for  a  coniiderable 
time,  under  a  cutaneous  diforder ;  but,  otherwife, 
they  enjoyed  a  good  ftate  of  health,  and  frequent- 
ly noticed  the  vifible  amendment  of  feveral 
Turks,  who  arrived  from  Conftantinople,  in  a 
Aate  of  ficknefs,  and  with  ,tbe  moft  emaciated 
appearance. 

With  refped  to  the  burial  of  the  dead,  fome 
traces  of  the  precautions,  taken  by  the  ancient 
Egyptians,  are  ftiil  vilible  in  the  pradice  of  the 
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fiioderns.  The  curious  art  of  enibalining  is,  in- 
deed, totally  forgotten  ;  but  the  care  with  which 
they  arrange  the  bodie»of  their  deceafed  relatives 
is,  at  lead,  the  ihadow  of  that  ancient  and  obfo- 
lete  pradice. 

Immediately  upon  the  death  of  an  Egyptian, 
the  body  is  carefully  waflied,  the  beard  fliaved, 
and  every  aperture  clofely  ftopped  with  cotton. 
It  is  then  fprinkled  with  odoriJerbus  waters,  and 
Ihe  perfumes  of  Arabia  are  permitted  tq  enter 
into  all. the  pores.  After  thefe  attentions  of  re- 
fped  and  cleanlinefs,  it  is  placed  in  a  coffin,  co- 
vered with  fome  fort  of  cloth,  the  colour  of  which 
is  optional,  and  carried,  with  the  head  foremoft, 
to  the  dlent  manfions  of  the  tomb,  preceded  by 
prieftsi  who  recite  various  paifages  from  the  Ko« 
jan,  and  female  mourners,  who  are  hired  to  utter 
the  mbjiit  )oud  and  difmal  exclamations  of  grief. 
A  fmall,  ftone  pillar,  crowned  with  a  turban,  is 
ere^ed  at  the  fpot  where  repofes  the  head  of  the 
deceafed;  and  every  Friday  the  women  repair 
thither,  with  devout  enthufiafm,  to  renew  their 
mournful  ad.*eus. 

However  great  may  be  their  refpeft  for  the 
dead,  the  orientals  would  deem  thsmfelves  inex- 
cufable  in  injuring  the  health  of  the  living ;  and, 
therefore,  their  cemeteries  are  placed  beyond  the 
limits  of  any  habitation.  They  are  larse,  folita- 
ry  enclofures,  admirably  adapted  for  the  recep- 
tion of  vi (iters,  who  are  led  thither  by  motives  of 
fond  regret,  or  pious  affef^ion.  The  bodies  are 
covered  with  a  thick  layer  of  earth,  which  pre- 
serves them  from  the  confufion  and  derangement 
that  the  courfe  of  time  might  otherwife  produce. 
A  precaution  equally  prudent  and  delicate. 
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As  there  wer^  no  places  deftined  for  the  burial 
of  the  French  at  RoUetta,  thofe  who  died,  were 
conveyed  to  Alexandria,  and  there  interred  in  the 
convent  of  St.  George.  Thefe  funeral  journies» 
being  conduced  by  land,  were  con(equently  very 
expenfive.    .         ^    . 

Our  author  haying  heard  mnch  talk  of  a  race 
of  the  Pfylli,  (who  were  perfuaded  that  they  pof- 
fefled  the  power  of  fettiog  ferpects  at  defiance^ 
of  ^charming  them*  caufing  the  reptiles  to  follow 
them  at  command,  and  of  curing  their  bites,) 
refolved  to  obtain  the  beft  information  concerning 
them«  aod  apcordingly  found  that  there  now  ex* 
ids  a  Cc6if  called  Saadis»  from  the  name  of  their 
founder,  a  faint  highly  venerated  by  the  Egyptian 
Muflulmen.  This  Saadi  had  a  wealthy  uncle  in 
Lybia,  who  fent  him  occafionally  to  fetch  fome 
wood  from  the  defert.  One  day  the  lad,  baring 
cat  the  faggot,  was  greatly  at  a  lols  for  fomething 
to  tie  itj;  till  at  length,  after  a  fruitlefs  refearch. 
be  refolved  to  Vnot  feverai  feipents  together,  and 
accordingly  bound  up  bis  faggot  with  this  living 
cord.  The  uncle,  equally  furprifed  and  charmed 
with  the  boy's  acutenefs,  told  him,  that  he  was 
oow  ildequate  to  the  talk  of  making  his  way  in 
the  world,  as  his  knowledge  was  fuperior  to  that 
of  his  elders.  The  ingenious  youth  immediately 
took  the  hint,  and  began  travellinjg  over  the 
country,  charming  ferpents  by  his  (upematural 
&ill,  till  at  length  he  had  a  great  number  of 
difciples,  to  whom  he  communicated  his  art. 
His  tomb  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Damafcus,  and  is 
filled  with  ferpents  and  other  venomous  animals, 
among  which  a  perfon  may  repofe  in  perfe^ 
iafety.  . 

Such 
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Such  is  the  fuperftitious  orisin  of  a  numerous 
fe^  in  Kgypt,  each  individual  of  which  boldly 
afimms,  that  he  inherits  the  (kill  of  its  founder. 
His  feflival  is  annually  celebrated,  in  a  manne 
analogous  to  the  inftitution..  The  Saadii  ma 
in  pioceHion  through  the  ftreets,  each  holding 
living  ferpent  in  his  hand*  which  he  bites  and 
fwailows  piecemeal,  with  the  moft  frightful  grt-* 
tnaces  and  horrid  contortions.  But  as  this  dngo 
lar  feftival  is  only  celebrated  in  the  fummer,  our 
traveller  was  extremely  anxious  to  examino  thd 
behaviour  of  one  of  thefe  ierpent  eaters ;  and,  ac- 
cordingly, with  the  aiflif^ance  of  his  friend,  M. 
Forneti,  he  prevailed  on  one  of  the  fed  to  indulge 
him  with  the  exhibition  at  his  own  apartments. 
On  the  appointed  day,  the  Saadi  came,  accom 
panied  by  bis  prieft,  who  carried  a  large  ferpent 
in  his  bofom,  which  he  was  continually  handling. 
Sonnini  obferved  that  the  reptile's  teeth  had  been 
drawn,  however,  it  was  very  lively,  and  of 
greeniih,  fK)pper  colour. 

After  having  recited  9  prayer,  the  prieft  d 
livered  the  creature  to  the  Saadi,  who  feized  it] 
with  a  mufcular  hand 3  but,  on  its  entwining  itfell 
round  his  arm,  his  countenance  changed,  his  ey 
rolled  dreadfully,  and  he  uttered  the  moft  pier(>j 
ing  cries.  He  then  bit  the  ferpent  in  the  headi 
and  tore  off  a  piece,  which  he  inflantly  chewi 
and  fwallowed.  At  that  moment  his  agitaiioi 
increafed  to  convulfion,  his  limbs  virritbed,  hii 
bowlings  redoubled,  and  his  mouth,  diflended  by 
the  moft  ihocking  grimaces,  was  literally  covered 
with  foam,'  while  he  occafionally  devoured  frefh 
pieces  of  the  animal,  with  all  the  marks  ot  con* 
firmed  madnefs.  Three  men  exerted  themfelves 
to  hold  him,  but  he  violently  dragged  them  all 
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roond  the  room,  i|irowiog  oat  hii  anm  in  ever/ 
direfiion,  and  finking  furiouily  againft  whatever 
ftpo4  in  hit  reach  {  idfomacb,  that  Sonnini  and 
liis  firiend  were  frequently  obliged  to  cling  to  the 
wall,  in  order  to  avqid  nil  blowi.  After  fome 
timQ  the  prieft  took  the  ferpent  from  him,  but 
hefiill  bit  hit  hands,  and  continued  to  rage  with 
t&e  fury  of  a  maniac.  The  prieft,  however,  at 
leqgth  clafped  him  in  his  arms,  pot  his  hand 
gently  upon  bis  back,  lifted  him  from  the  ground'^ 
and  recited  feme  prayers,  when  his  agitations  gra- 
dually fttbfided,  and  for  a  few  moments  he  feemed 
totaljhreihiinfied. 

'*  *rhc  Turks,-  fays  Sonnini,  "  who  were  prc- 
fent,  were  folly  convinced  of  the  reality  of  this 
religious  frenzy ;  and  it  muft  be  confefled  that, 
whether  reality  or  impofture,  it  was  impoffible 
to  ^prefs  the  tranfports  of  madnefs,  in  a  qaore 
ftriking  manner,  or  to  exhibit  a  human  being  in 
a  more  terrific  fituation.*'  In  Egypt,  the  Saadis 
are  much  refpeded«  but  among  the  Turks,  who 
dw^U  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Ottoman  empire* 
their  are  merely  obje^  of  derifioo,- 
•  Our  author  had  an  opportonity.of  converfing 
with  a  ihech,  or  prieft,  of  thia  (ed,  who  was  of  an 
open  di^fidon,  and  candidly  a0^i«d  him  that* 
thoogh  %yeral  individuals  of  his  fraternity  bad 
an  oncommon  power  over  Tefpents,  he  h»d  not 
the  fmallefi  daimito  it  himfelf,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, acknowledged  that  he  was  extremely  afraid 
of  thefe  reptiles ;  he  likewife  obferved,  that  the 
Saadis  always  keep  ferpents  in  their  houfes,  to  be 
ready  upon  any  cccanon$  but  they  previooHy 
take  the  precaotion  of  drawing  fheir  teeth/  If 
any  perfon  be  bitten  by  a  ferpent,  the  Saadi,  to 
whom  he  applies>  mutters  a  few  words  over  th^ 
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wound,  fcarlfies  it  with  a  razor,  and,  having  firft 
filled  his  mouth  with  lemon  juice,  fucks  the  blood 
from  it  repeatedly.  Thefe  men  are  likewife  faid 
to  cure  '*  the  ferpent't  breath,**  an  appellation 
given, bv  the  Egyptians,  to  inflammatory  paftules, 
vrhich  lometimes  break  oat  oh  perfons  who  ileep 
uncovered  in  the  open  air,  and  which  they  fap- 
pofe  are  occafioned  by  the  breath  of  a  ferpent. 
The  remedy  of  the  Saadif  19  a  mixture  of  cemfe, 
or  white  lead,  and  oil  of  fefamum,  with  which 
they  rub  the  puftules,  at  the  fame  time  mutter- 
ing a  few  unintelligible  words,  to  iroprefs  the  fu- 
perftitious  patient  with  veneration  for  their  fupe-. 
rior  abilities. 

Sonnini  having  been  now  two  months  at  Rof^- 
fetta,  and  finding  it  imi)oiIible  to  penetrate  into 
upper  Egypt,  which  was  611ed  with  undifciplin- 
ed  combatants  and  lawlefs  banditti^  he  refolved 
to  vifit  that  part  of  the  Lybian  Defert,  called  the 
Defert  of  Nitra,  or  of  St.  Macarius ;  he  therefore 
wrote  to  Cairo,  in  order  to  obtain  the  protedion 
of  Ifmael  Bey,  and,  as  a  lironger  (hield  than  all 
the  recommendations  of  authority,  he  aflumed 
the  charafter  of  a  phyfician,  and  adorned  himfelf 
with  a  red  turban,  which,  joined  to  his  drefs,  and 
that  of  his  companions,  who  were  habited  as  fol- 
ciiers  of  the  beys,  made  him  fometimes  pafs  for  a 
kiafchef,  or  officer  of  the  Mamelukes. 

On  the  2()th  of  December,  our  author  quitted 
Boffetta,  motinted  like  his  attendants, upon  mules, 
and  followed  by  a  camel  that  carried  the  baggage, 
in  a  bandfume  fort  of  large,  covered  pannier ;  he 
was  alfo  accompanied  by  a  Janizary,  whom  the 
conful  defired  to  attend  him  to  Aboukir.    - 

At  the  lake  of  Maadie,  the  travellers  found  a 
comoiodious,  decked  boat  3  and  at  the  4iftance  of 
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half  a  league  from  the  oppofite  ihore»  thojr  met 
with  a  fmall  encampment  of  fiedoains,  who  of- 
fered them  fome  water,  and  invited  them,  in  the 
moft  preffing  manner,  to  pafs  the  night  beneath 
the  (heiter  of  their  tents.  Sonnini  made  no  hefi- 
tation  in  placing  a  confidence  in  them*  as  pre?!- 
ons  to  his  arrival,  fome  European  merchants,  with 
their  wives,  had  accepted  their  oiFer  of  no6tur<- 
nal  accommodation,  and  were  perfectly  fatisfied 
with  their  behaiyour;  he  therefore  hired  fome 
of  them  to  efcort  the  camel,  whofe  flow  pace 
had  hitherto  retarded  his  progrefs,  and  took  the 
lead  with  his  Janizary  and  mules,  to  the  village 
of  Aboukir,  where  he  arrived  about  eight  o'clock 
in  the  evening. 

When  the  Jew  drogueman,  at  yrhofe  houfe 
our  author  alighted,  was  informed  of  the  objeA 
of  the  intendeid  journey,  he  exclaimed  loudly 
a^ainft  the  raflihefs  of  the  enterprife,  reprefented 
it  as  dangerous  f^pn  to  madoefs,  and,  when  fo- 
licited  to  procure' iikil^  for  the  purpofe  of  tra- 
verfing  the  l)efert,  he  declared  that  he  would 
take  no  ihare  in  a  ^ufineftj  which  muft  inevita- 
bly temainate  in  misfortune. 

At  length,  however,  finding  that  all  his  per- 
fuafions  ahd  remonftrances  only  tended  to  incenfe 
Sonnini,  withoat  effeding  the  leaft  change  in  his 
refolutions,  he  fent  for  a  c!hief  of  Bedouin  Arabs, 
who  was  encamped  at  a  fmall  dillance  from  AIk>u- 
kir,  and  who  was  equally  celebrated  for  his  brave- 
ry and  fidelity.  Thi$  man  arrived  about  mid- 
night, and  readily  coniented,  for  a  Oipulated  fum, 
to  furnifli  our  author  with  a  horfe  and  four  ca- 
mels, and  to  accompany  him  on  the  road,  with- 
out his  being  obliged  to  provide  food  for  either 
the  animals  or  their  mafier.  The  conditions  of 
V       -^  thi^ 
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tbit  engagement  were  roiaated  down  by  tbe  Jew* 
and  at  day  break  an  Egyptian  fcribe  drew  up  a 
formal  agreement  in  Arabic,  wbich  was  folemn- 
ly  Hgned  and  attefted  by  witnefles»  who,  tojg;etber 
with  tbe  Jew»  the  Janizary,  and  tbe  travellers^ 
were  all  feated  in  a  circle  on  tbe  ground,  and 
each  firetcbing  out  bis  right  band,  offered  up  a 
prayer  to  God  and  to  Mahomet,  and  then  took 
hold  of  bis  beard  or  chin,  after  tbe  cuftom  of 
tbe  country,  which  thus  guarantees  the  perform- 
ance of  every  written  or  verbal  contrad. 

During  thefe  arrangements,  tbe  inhabitants  of 
Aboukir,  who  bad  raifed  fuch  difficulties  re- 
fpeding  the  little  pyramid  purcbaied  on  a  form« 
er  occaHon,  aflembled  together,  on  being  inform- 
ed of  Sonnini's  return,  apd  loudly  demanded 
reftitution  for  the  immenfe  riches  of  which  he 
had  deprived  them;  at|  the  fame  time  end&i- 
vouring  to  raife  their  countrymen,  by  averting 
that  tbe  European  was  now  hiring  camels  for 
tbe  exprefs  purpofe  of  defpoiling  their  country 
of  all  its  bidden  valuables. .  The  barber  gover- 
nor was  anxious  to  ihare  the  heaps  of  gold,  laid 
to  be  found,  and  prepared  for  removal,  and  ac- 
cordingly made  his  (hop  re-echo  with  impreca- 
tions againllibe  Franks  in  general,  and  our  au- 
thor in  particular.  Tbe  riot  was  now  becoming 
general;  the  Jew  drogueman  trembled  with 
excefs  of  terror ;  tbe  Janizary  (larangued  tbe  po- 
pulace, in  order  to  undeceive  them,  and  tbe  tra- 
vellers themfelves  were  greatly  alarmed  when 
Sonnini,  notwithflanding  his  private  fears,  re- 
folved  to  treat  the  uproar  with  contempt  and 
apparent  indifference,  and  in  order  to  remove 
every  fufpicion  of  his  apprebenfions,  he  kept  tbe 
mulef  belonging  to  Rouetta^  and  fet  out  tbe  faooe 
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morning,  to  traverfe  the  range  of  coaft,  which  lies 
between  Aboukir  and  Alexandria. 

At  a  (mail  diftance,  to  the  weftward  of  Abon- 
kir,  he  pafled  through  a  fmall  Tillage,  d^Hed 
Kafr  Dsjami,  or  Caftle  of  the  Mofque.  From 
hence  to  Alexandria  he  met  with  nothing  but 
fome  large  boufes,  built  fitigly,  and  inhabited  by 
cuhimtors.  Their  conftrudion  it  entirely  mo- 
dem, though  fome  ancient  pieces  of  sranite  have 
been  uied  among  the  other  materials.  Each  of 
thefe  houfes  is  denominated  kafr,  or  cafllle,  to 
which  fome  peculiar  defignation  is  added;  They 
are  all  enclofed  by  walls,  but  thefe  outworks  are 
too  flight  to  reiift  the  attacks  of  the  Bedonins* 
who  frequently  make  confiderable  breaches  in 
them,  in  order  to  commit  their  depredations. 

After  partaking  of  a  li^htrefrefliment,  beneath 
the  ihade  of  date  trees,  in  the  vicinage  of  Alex- 
andria, our  traveller  returned  towardi  Aboukir, 
where  he  found  the  people  more  outrageous  than 
before  his  departure.  Some  ihamelefs  villains 
a^med  that  Uiey  had  repeatedly  feen  the  Frank 
come  by  night  into  their  neighbourhood,  load 
his  beads  with  gold,  and  immediately  depart. 
This  was  fufiici^nt  to  enflame  the  fury  of  the 
mob,  who  accordingly  refolved  to  let  the  travel- 
lisrs  load  their  riches  on  the  camels,  that  were  to 
be  furniihed  by  the  Bedouins,  and  then  to  at- 
tack and  murder  them,  in  order  to  rect>ver  the 
Itolen  treafures. 

This  projed  was  a  fource  of  great  uneaiinefg  to 
Sonnini's  companions,  but  for  his  pwn  part  he  be- 
trayed no  fign  of  fear,  and  was  determined  not 
to  fall  an  eajy  facrifice,  in  cafe  the  threat  /hould 
be  put  in  execution.  This  mode  of  condud  had 
the  defired  efftGL,  as  the  itupid  crowd,  which 
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forroonded  the  camels,  at  the  hour  of  dcpflrtare« 
thought  proper  to  confine  their  vengeance  to  a 
lew  malicioai  wordi.  and  fufTered  our  author  to 
pnrrue  hit  journinr  without  moleftation. 

Having  uken  1(^vq  of  the  Jew,  who  flill  en* 
treated  that  jiia  advice  might  be  followed,  our 
adventurer  direded  b(i^  route  to  the  fouth-eaft, 
over  a  fandy,  uncultivated  plain,  where  he  ob- 
ferved  a  numerous  herd  of  Antelopes,  and  met 
with  the  tomb  of  a  Mahometan  faint,  which  the 
pious  travellers  of  Egypt  enter,  for  the  purpofe  of 
devotion.  Our  author  went  in,  with  his  Bedotiio 
iheick,  whofe  name  was  Hu^ein.  Here  he  faw 
a  piece  of  beautiful  white  marble,  tearing  a  Oreek 
infcription,  to  the  following  purport : 


•     •••••«•       ET}TOLVS»    ''•• 

COVSaNOR  OP  THB  VINBTSBNTH  DEPARTMENT* 
IN  HONOUR  OP  EGYPTIAN  JUPITER.     <r 
THB  FOUNDATION  OP  THIS  MONUMENT  ps 
TEN   CUBITS,      '  [ 

ITS  PERPENDICULAR   ELBVATIok  IS 
FORTY  CUBITS, 
THB  HEIGHT  OP  ITS  SipES  IS  A  HUNDRED  CUBITS. 
IN  HONOUR.  OP  A|.EXANDER>  j'^^^H 

OP  HIS  ARMY,  •  /;  ^ 

AND  OP  EGYPTIAN  JUPITER.  ri<'  T 

Half  of  the  firft  line  was  effaced,  but  the  re- 
mainder was  in  excellent  prelervation,  Nofoon* 

er  did  our  author  exprefsa  wifli  to  have  this  marr  f'^'l  '^^ 
--   -'  p>rfctbej 
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ble,  than  Huflein  pulled  it  up  from  the  pavement, 
and  tendered  it  to  him  for  fale.  It  was  twenty- 
two  inches  long,  fixteen  broad,  and  about  four 
inches  thick.  It  feems,  however,  that  neither 
this  curiofity,  nor  the  pyramid  of  Aboukir,  was  '^™  ^ne 
ever  carried  to  France.  At  6ve  o'clock  in  the  ^^'f^^^  ^^ 
ternoon  the  travellers  arrived  at  HuiToin's  camper  Jf'^  ^"^ 
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davins  performed  a  joaroey  of  about  twenty-one 
miiesln  eight  boars. 

The  Bedoainf  having  been  apprifed  of  tbii  vi^ 
fit,  had  driven  out  the  animals  from  Haflein's 
tent,  and  prepared  it  for  Sonnini'a  reception.  A 
few  faggou  covered  with  carpets,  of  the  women's 
m'anufadare,  ferved  as  feats,  and  the  tent  of  the 
chief  was  dlftioguidied  bv  a  large  plume  of  of* 
trich  feathers,  placed  at  the  top.  Thefe  tempo- 
rary dwellings  are  all  of  the  fame  Aape,  and 
only  differ  in  iize;  they  are  all  low,  of  much 
greater  length  than  breadth,  and  entirely  ope» 
on  one  fide;  they  are  confiru^ed  of  a  ftuff  tnat 
is  made  frbm  camers  hair. 

The  camp  was  fitiiat^  about  a  hundred  yards 
from  the  canal  of  Alexandria,  the  waters  of  which 
turned  off  by  the  induftrious  Bedouins,  diffufed 
fertility  through  an  estenfive  piece  of  ground. 
Various  kinds  of  food  were  here  cultivated  for 
animals  and  horfes ;  camels,  fheep,  and  oxen, 
jwere  feen  at  pafiufe. 

Scarcely  an  hour  had  elapfed  fince  our  travel- 
er's alighting,  when  the  whole  of  Huffein*s  Be- 
ouins  were  thrown  into  the  greatefi  diforder^  at 
he  fight  of  fome  predatory  Arabs,  who  were  dif- 
overeid  in  the  plain.  Every  perfon  was  infiant- 
iii  motion,  the  women  (hfieked  with  fear,  the 
en  ran  to  their  arms,  fome  mounting  the  firft 
rfe  they  could  find,  and  otheos  fetting  out  on 
^  it  in  purfuit  of  tlie  robbers.  In  the  roidft  of 
as  twenty-  Lj^  confufion  our  European  and  his  companions 
about  tour  Ljnained  with  the  aged  men  and  the  women,  to 
hat  neiiner  i  ^.^  ^^^  camp,  and  after  a  fliort  time  tranquil- . 
bookir,  ^*Hy  Was  re-eftablifiied.  A  live  (beep,  dcfigned 
k  in  the  at-u  ^i^^  fuppcr  of  the  travellers  was  then  brought 
"ein's  camp^l  Sonnini,  but  when  it  waa  perceived  that  he 
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WM  dcfirout  of  (paring  the  animart  life,  the  wo- 
men prefented  bird  with  feme  'delicioai  milk,  and 
a  variety  of  HtUe  cakes,  that  were  both  crifp  and 
good. 

It  ig  indeed  among  thefe  focieties  of  the  defert, 
that  the  traveller  meets  with  that  frank  cordiali- 
ty which  inflantaneouily  converts  a  gueft  into  a 
brother,  where  (imple  and  natural  offers  are  made 
of  articles  equally  limple,  a  refufal  of  which 
would  give  real  pain  to  the  perfon  who  makes 
them ;  whereas,  by  a  cheerful  acceptance  of  them^ 
a  (Iranger  infallibly  infpires  efteem,  and  is  in  no 
danger  of  being  deemed  either  intrufive  or  trou- 
blelome.  Luxury  and  faditious  pleafures,  with 
their  couAant  attendant,  immoralUy,,  have  made 
no  attempt  to  fix  their  abode  on  thefe  arid  fands, 
neither  is  jealouily  here  the  tyrant  of  the  foAer 
fex.  The  manners  of  the  people  are  preferved 
pure  and  Ample,  as  dcfd^ibed  in  thieir  ancient 

liiliories.    Unlike  thakouLr  nations  of  Egypt,         ^ 

the  Bedouin  women  are  not  afraid  to  difcoverl  fuccced< 
their  faces,  or  to  converfe  with  that  natural  andl  ceived  a 
pleating  gaiety,  which  is  the  companion  of  vlr-l  Jarge  flc 
tue,  and  the  enemy  of  remorfe.  The  men  are  Lnl  villages ; 
genaral  very  handfome,  a  fimple  mode  of  life,  un-l  tively  tl 
injured  by  excefs,  permits  them  to  enjoy  theiil  prefente 
exigence,  and  frequently  to  attain  lonf  svity.  Ati  e]  Belad 
an  advanced  age  they  are  remarkable  for  a  yej  thcjea/' 
nerable  and  patriarchal  phyHognomy ;  yet  therJ  tents, 
is  a  part  of  this  nation,  whofe  natural  ftate  feemi  but  Sonn 
in  a  manner  perverted,  by  the  hardihips  attendj  felf,  and 
ant  upon  a  toilfome  and  wandering  life.  Theil  ner  in  w. 
ever  miferable,  wandering,  and  predatory,  arl  on  (he  di 
generally  of  a  (lender  make  and  uncouth  appean  j^i  ^^^ 
ance,  nor  is  it  e^fy  to  difcover  among  them,  anlbeautiful 
traces  of  the  beauty  of  their  original  race.       I  with  a  pri 
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After  prefentiDg  foroe  trifloi  to  the  hofpitable 
Arabs,  Sonnini  and  his  companions  refomed  their 
joomey  on  the  1ft  of  Janoary,  1778,  and  pro- 
ceeded in  a  fouth-eafterly  diredion,  alonc^  the  ca- 
nal of  Alexandria.  Eaclufife  of  Uie  village  Ka- 
rioooa,  that  fiands  at  the  diftance  of  three  milea 
from  the  camo,  and  a  few  fmall  fpou  of  cultiy a- 
lion,  the  whole  trad  of  couatry  was  an  entire 
plain  of  fand.  The  oppolite  bank  of  the  canal 
prefented  a  more  cheerful  prolped,  being  plea- 
iantly  enlivened  ^  a  number  of  villages. 

At  the  village  Berfik,  our  author  met  with  an 
encampment  of  Bedouins,  who  furrounded  him 
with  all  the  geftures  of  aftoniihment,  ftared  at 
himi  and  felt  his  (kin,  as  if  he  had  been  fome 
uncommon  animal.  The  women  were  equally 
aniious  with  the  men,  to  gratify  their  curiofity» 
but  they  accompanied  it  with  a  pxefenjt  of  excel- 
lent milk. 

Beyond  Berfik,  the  arid  plains  of  fand  were 
focceeded  by  fertile  fields,  where  our  Aithor  per- 
ceived a  prodigious  quantity  of  larks  flying  in 
large  flocks.  About  noon,  he  arrived  at  three 
villages  adjoining,  each  other,  which  bear  collec- 
tively the  denomination  of  Sentaw.  Here  he 
prefented  a  letter  from  Ifmael  Bey,  to  the  Shech 
el  Belad,  or  chief  of  the  country,  who  recognifed 
ihc/eai,  though  he  was  unable  to  read  the  cmi- 
teuts.  A  dinner  was  provided  for  the  travellers  ; 
but  Sonnini  affirms,  that  it  was  difgufting  in  it- 
felf,  and  rendered  &i\\  worfe,  by  the  filthy  man- 
ner in  which  the  peafants  and  Bedouins  fell  up- 
on the  diihes. 

At  two  o'clock,  he  continued  his  rout<e  acrofs 
beautiful  and  rxtenfive  plains,  richl>  em^llifhed 
with  a  profution  of  beans,  which,  Ixring  in  blof- 
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Horn,  ditfiifed  a  fweet  tad  reYiving  fragttnoe 
through  the  air.  Some  hillocki  formed  a  chatin- 
iog  coDtraft  with  the  naiform*  brHliaaor  of  diele 
teds  of  flowers,  aad  the  rttitif  of  feverai  deftrced 
habitationt  tttttd  to  complete  the  ^aul«fi^iife 
Icene.  Towardi  evening*  the  triTellen  reached 
the  Tillage  of  Ooehit,  feated  on  the  wefiern  bank 
of  the  eanal^  and«  fike  all  the  others  in  that  eotta- 
try,  bmit  of  mod.  Sonnini  was  told  that  the 
nofqae  contained  a  very  fine  figure,  he  ateoid- 
ingly  requeued  permifflon  to  esamine  it,  and  Wat 
not  a  little  difappointed,  to  Knd  notfaimr  'more 
than  the  half  of  a  lion's  head,  enclofed  in  ue  waH 
of  the  tempie.  ' 

Neat  day  he  crofled  the  canal  of  AJextindria, 
then  deftitute  of  water,  and  arrived  about  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning  at  Damanhour,  having 
travelled  over  a  pleafant  road,  that  interfeded  fe- 
veral  fields  of  beans  and  trefoil.  This  extent  of 
cultivated  land  conftitutes  a  part  of  the  province 
Bahira,  of  which  Damanhour  is  the  capital. 

The  dty  of  Damanhour  is  tolerably  fpadous, 
but  very  indifierently  buitt^  as  moft  of  the  boufes 
are  conftruded  of  earth,  or  bad  brick*  It  is  the 
refidence  of  the  bey,  or  governor  of  Bahira,  and 
of  a  kia^cbef,  or  particular  commandant ;  but 
what  is  more  important,  it  is  the  centre  of  trade, 
for  the  cotton  that  is  gathered  in  the  circumja- 
cent plains.  In  picking  this  ufeful  article  from 
the  bufiies,  beating,  carding,  and  fpinning  it, 
confifts  the  chief  emplovment  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  only  piece  of  antiquity  difcovered  at  Da- 
manhour, was  a  fmall  bronze  idol,  pierced  with 
holes,  probably  in  order  to  be  worn  as  an  amu- 
let i  it  was  two  inches  three  lines  in  length. 
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On  the  moroiog  of  the  4tb9  our  traveller  pro- 
ceeded on  bii  jonmejr  towards  the  DtCqn.    At  • 
UpmU  diftance»  to  the  footh-eaft  of  the  citv»  Ibnda 
«  fiaall  village,  from  whence  he  diredcd  hia  route 
to  the  foQtbward,  till  he  reached  the  village  Gni* 
gocift.    From  Gragaefa  he  travelled  (both  loath- 
<sA  to  Dentfcliell^  a  village  whoTe  iMMae  impliet 
«' «  jar  carried  off."    The  villagera  pretend,  thai 
their  snccilors  having  once  foand  a  large  vafe,  on 
tbis  fpot,  filled  with  ffold,  deferred  the  divifioD  of 
the  treafure  till  the  following  daf»  bat  when  thej 
retaroed,  the/  foQnd,  to  their  eqoal  farprife  and 
vexation,  that  both  gold  and  jar  were  removed 
beyond  their  reach.    To  this  anecdote,  whether 
true  or  fabalous,  the  peaOints  affirm  that  th^  vil* 
lage  owes  its  name*    Immediately   adjoininj^ 
Pcntfcbell,  is  another  village,  called  Lavoifehif 
dr  **  acrofs/  on  account  of  its  tranfverfal  fitua- 
tion,  in  refped  to  Dentfchell  $  and  pn  the  other 
£de  of  the  road  are  the  ruins  of  a  large  village^ 
coaflraded  of  mud,  and  bailt  upon  an  eminence* 
iThe  travellers  now  continued  their  route  to 
Schambrenoam,  and  from  thence  toNagrafch, 
where  they  paflTed  the  night.    At  their  arrival, 
the  villagers  haftily  retir^  to  their  houfea,  and 
Ihut  tl>eir  doors,  under  the  erroneous  opinion,  that 
they  were  either  the  kiafchefs  people,  or  preda* 
tory  Bedouins.    At  length,  however,  our  author 
and  his  attendants  obtained  a  ilftlter  at  thehoufe 
of  the  Shech  el  Belad;  but  as  the  inhabitants 
were  in  conftant  fear  of  an  attack  from  fome 
other  villages,  with  whom  they  were  at  war«  all 

idea  of  repofe  was  precluded,  and  fcarcely  an 

hour  pa(ied  without  falfe  alarms^  from  the  terror 

and  timidity  of  the  women* 
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Next  da/y  Sonnini  and  his  follows r^  proceeded 
to  ^mC€9t  fiuuited  upon  the  bank  of  a  large  ca- 
nal. At  (bme  diftance  from  this  place,  he  dif- 
eemed  aboat  two  hundred  perfons,  forae  on  foot 
and  foue  on  horfeback  ;  they  were  imnnediateljr 
fuppofed  Bedooin  robbers,  and  the  little  partf 
bonin  to  make  the^ft  preparation  for  a  vigorous 
fefillance,  but  on  their  hear  approach,  thejr  found 
that  the  dbjed  of  their  alarm  was  a  funeral  pro* 

eeflion*  

I  Continuing  their  route  through  Kadoufs  and 
Kbouamer,  they  foon  arrived  at  the  town  of  Bi- 
ban«  which  is  the  relidence  of  a  kiafchef.  Ever/ 
Monday  there  is  held  at  this  place  a  confiderable 
market  for  cattle.  The  travellers  happened  t6 
arrive  upon  market-day,  and  confequently  found 
it  difficult  to  obtain  a  paifage,  on  account  of  the 
great  concourfe  of  men  and  beafts.  In  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  travellers  entered  Her- 
bete,  and  foon  after  reached  two  villages,  which 
together  were  known  by  the  appellation  of  Ho« 
n6ze.  About  three  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  Ho* 
n^ze,  is  the  fmall  town  of  Safirane. 

The  diftrids,  through  which  the  journey  had 
hitherto  lieen  conduced,  were  chiefly  favoured 
by  nature,  and  prefented  the  moft  interefling  and 
magnificent  fpedacle  to  the  contemplative  ad> 
mirer,  but  our  European  had  now  reached  the 
borders  of  the  Dlfert,  and  found  that  the  village 
Honeae  formed  a  boundary  between  the  moft 
brilliant  vegetation,  richly  fertilised  by  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Nile,  and  the  moft  complete  aridity* 
vainly  moiftened  by  the  copious  dews  of  heaven. 

On  the  6th  of  January,  our  author  entered  up- 
on the  immenfe  defert.  of  Lybia,  the  abode  of 
f  ternal  fterility  and  bi^rning  drougbt,  where  no 
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fvad  nor  path  of  amr  kind,  can  ferveto  guide  the 
w^ry  travcHer*s  ftepi  i  where  tracks,  which 
bardly  leave  fin  impreffion,  are  immediateiy  ef« 
lacedy  and  men  are  frequently  fwallowed  up  in 
wavef  of  fandr  caifed  by  the  tmpetuoua  winda^ 
The  Arabic  name  of  thefe  fteril  regions,  whidi 
confift  enthrety  of  fand  and  ftone,  witboat  a  fingle 
particle  of  vegetable  earth,  is  Dtjebel,  or  moun« 
tsHi.  The  ground,  in  fad,  rifes  by  an  eafy  af- 
ccnt,  which  forms  at  firft  acclivities,  then  biils^ 
juid  fioatty  rooontains. 

The  iiu.  ellers  afceoded  imperceptibly,  for 
tlbtmi  6%  f  a  thick  bed  of  fine  moving  fand* 
They  then  .tiered  plains,  covered  with  fmaH 
Aoncs^  and  in  proportion  as  they  approached  the 
■lore  elevated  lands,  the  fine  fand  di  (appeared,  till 
at  length  it  was  loft  on  the  fummit  of  the  hills* 
where  the  firatum  became  folid,  interfperfed 
with  coloured  pebbles,  a  fpecies  of  jafper  thai 
fakes  a  moft  beautiful  pdiih,  and  pieces  of  pe* 
frified  wood.  There  are  likewife  fome  fmall 
fpots,  foil  of  vitrifiable  ftoncs,  of  a  reddiih  grey 
colour,  and  ftrongly  fixed  in  the  ground.  Thefe 
lubftances,  however,  are  bot  appendages  to  a 
icene  of  horror  and  aridity,  as  on  thefe  dreary 
and  rngged  fpaces  no  plant  relieves  the  aching 
eye,  no  tree  ipreads  forth  its  hofpitable  branches, 
to  iheher  the  feveritb  and  exbaufted  traveller 
from  the  infopportable  beams  of  the  noon-day 
fun.  It  is  only  in  the  cbafms  between  the  hills, 
and  in  the  lefs  elevated  fitnations,  that  a  few 
ilender  and  hardy  plants  creep  along  the  thirfty 
ground,  and  a  few  (hrubs,  producing  as  many 
thorns  as  leaves,  may  be  merely  faid  to  vegetate. 
In  the  lefs  ungrateful  fpots,  thefe  (hrubs  fome* 
times  grow  io  patches,  and  form  damai  wanens, 
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where  hares  make  their  forma*  and  antdopct 
find  a  covert,  and  a  fcanty  fuppiy  of  paftqre. 

After  travelling  all  day  towards  the  ibath« 
Weft,  oar  author  halted  at  fix  in  the  evening^,  and 
paifed  the  night  upon  the  fand.  He  faffered 
greatly  from  the  cold,  and  after  midaight  wai  as 
completely  wetted  by  a  copiooi  dewj  as  if  he  had 
been  expofed  to  a  heavy  rain. 

Early  in  the  morning  he  continued  his  journey, 
till;  having  travelled  about  forty  miles  from  Ho- 
neze,  he  arrived  at  the  fummit  of  a  chain  of  hills, 
extending  to  the  north  north-weft.  At  the  dif- 
tance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles  is  another  chain,  pa« 
rallel  to  the  firft;  they  form  between  thm  a 
deep  valley,  the  fides  of  which  are  perpendicular 
from  the  top  of  the  hills  to  more  than  half  of 
their  height ;  the  other  part  is  a  gentle  defcent  of 
fine,  loofe  fand.  At  the  foot  of  one  of  the  hills, 
in  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  are  the  lakes  of  na- 
tron,where  an  extetifive  meet  of  water,  a  num- 
ber of  ihrubs  that  over>^adow  its  banks,  a  profa« 
fion  of  reeds,  and  ether  aquatic  plants,  that 
clothe  its  fitrface,  and  an  elegant  aftemblage  of 
birds  and  antelop'es,  which  come  thither  to 
quench  their  thirft,  conftitute  a  fcene  fufticiently 
^agreeable  to  intereft  the  traveller,  whofe  patience 
and  fpirits  have  been  nearly  exhaufted  by  the 
hideous  monotony  of  the  Defert. 

It  is  impofllble  to  afcertain,  with  any  degree 
of  precifion,  the  extent  of  tbefe  lakes,  as  it  va- 
ries materially,  according  to  the  feafons ;  when 
there  is  nioft  water,  the  two  lakes  are  united,  and 
form  one,  which  is  much  longer  than  broad,  and 
occupies  a  fpace  of  feveral  leagues.  At  other 
times,  they  are  only  ponds,  that  occupy  but  a 
fmail  fpace  of  ground*    When  the  two  lakes  fe- 
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|iaraCe>  and  their  waters  rctif«b  the  groufid,  lately 
invBfUted,  is  covered  with  a  fediment,  that  ta 
loon  hardened  and  cryfiallized  by  the  fan  i  this 
is  the  natron.  Some  wiiters  ha? e  defcribed  the 
water  at  being  covered  with  this  fabftance,  bat, 
at  the  time  of  Sonnini's  leCcarchei,  tb^  were 
clear  and  limpid.  The  natron  is  difengaged  from 
the  ground  by  iron  inftromentSy  and  carried  by 
camcb  t^Teran^,  where  it  is  ibipped  for  Cairp^ 
or  Rofietta. 

Upon  the  declivity  of  the  hill,  neaif  thjf  lakea^ 
Hands  a  fmall  houfe,  in  which  the  Coptt  fagr.  there 
was  bom  a  faint,  whom  they  highly  venerate  an« 
der  the  name  of  Maxioiovs.  Probably  the  Mtxi- 
mns,  or  Maximinio*,  of  the  Catholic  legend. 

Having  fpQDt  fome  time  in  traverfing  the 
banks  of  the  lakes,  our  author  continura  hi* 
ronte  over  a  fatig^uins  trad  of  fand,  that  was  en- 
tirely covered  with  hardened  natron,  till  he  ar^ 
rived  within  fight  of  a  Coptic  convent,  whofe 
appearance  was  the  moft  horrible  and  forbidding 
of  any  edifice  he  had  evf  r  yet  difcovered.  It^ 
walla>  thoogh  very  high,  can  fcarcely  be  diftin-r 
gttiihed  from  the  umds  of  the  Defert  at  any  dif- 
fance#  as  they  k.^ve[the  iame  ooloar  and  afped. 
Not  a  fingle  tr<e,  or  ihmb,  is  planted  in  its  vici- 
nity, nor  is  there  any  road  that  leads  to  it,  or  any 
apparent  entrance  i  even  the  footfteps  of  ot'^q 
are  ibon  covered  hy  the  moving  fand,  or  effaced 
by  the  feet  of  wild  and  fangoinary  animals. 

When  the  travellers  had  approached  within 
five  hundred  yards  of  the  monaflery,  Huffeii^ 
went  on  before,  in  order  to  obtain  (admittance, 
while  Sonnini  rode  (lowly  forward^  at  fpme  dif- 
tance,  and  the  reft  of  the  party  bad  lagged  a  con- 
iiderable  way  behind.    At  this  mpmcnt  a  troon 
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of  Bedoolti  horfemen  rnihed  oat  from  behind  tbe 
walh,  when  Sonoitii,  who  difoerned  the  mnHber 
and  quility  ttt  his  eoeinies,  turned  back,  ind  re- 
joined his  companions,  who  had  alfo  difcorered 
their  danger,  and  were  drawn  np  in  a  clcde  body » 
fullir  refoived  to  make  a  vigorous  defence.  One 
author  immediately  difmounted.and  exerted  him« 
felfi  to  encourage  their  laudable  intention ;  but 
his  whole  party  confifled  only  of  fix  perfons,  and 
three  of  thofe  were  fuch  as  could  not  poffibly  be 
depended  on.  The  robbei%  rode  up  to  them  at 
full  gallop,  but  perceiving  their  firmnefs,  thejr 
halted  at  the  diftance  of  a  hundred  yards,  and 
defired  them  not  to  fitt:  Sonnlni,  in  return* 
commanded  them  to  keep  their  diftance,  aild  for 
fonoe  moments  they  remained  in  apparent  uncer- 
tainty how  to  a6t.  At  length,  however,  they  di- 
Tided  themlblves  into  fbur  b<!K!ies,  three  of  which 
iinmediatelyftatieried  themfelveson  the  flanks, 
and  in  ^he  redr  of  the  travellers.  This  unex- 
pedibd  itiarioinvre  (^iiconcerted  the  tourageous 
few,  who,  in  fpite  of  all  their  leader's  exhorta- 
tiont,  refufed  to  defend'  tfaemfelves,  or  to  di(^ 
charge  a  fingle  (hot.  Sbnnini  threw  down  his 
gun  m  viexation,  and  the  banditti  immediately 
Itripped  both  him  and  bis  followers  of  their  mo* 
ney,  clothes,  arms,  provifions,  and,  in  fad,  of  the 
whole  of  their  property.  Oar  author,  indeed, 
was  perniitted  to  retain  his  breeches  and  under- 
waiftcoat,  but  his  followers  were  firipped  Ui  thdr 
fliirts;  and  he  was  himfblf  cruelly  deprived  of 
his  turban,  bv  which  means  his  bare  head  was 
expofed  to  the  infufferable  heat  of  the  fuh. 
About  twenty  more  Arabs  then  advanced  frorti 
behind  a  heap  of  ftones,  and,  with  many  altetca- 
jtionsj  began  to  diyide  the  fpoil. 
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•*  Tbii  fcene/  fays  SopBiDt«  ^*  would  hate  fur- 
nilhcd  a  ftrikiug  fubjed  for  a  ikilful  painter, 
wbo  miKbt  have  reprefcoted,  or  jne  ide,  tho 
tioop  of  robberi  coTeied  with  uuft,  and  with 
black  counteoanoea*  at  parched  at  the  faods,  quar- 
leUing  about  the  dtrifiou  of  the  ptoperty  >  in 
the  inidft  of  thefe  my  old  (ervant,  making  ocoa- 
lioml  fnatchet  at  feme  of  the  moft  valuable  ar- 
ticles; in  the  fore  ground,  the  foldier,  perfedUjr 
csttfounded  and  motionlefs  >  the  two  Egyptians, 
gaxingat  each  other  with  ftupid  aftoniihrnent) 
nylelf  in  the  back  ground,  biting  my  nails  with 
ctolcr  and  yexation ;  (ind  kftly,  the  draughtf- 
inaD,  weeping  aloud,  and  anfwering  with  fobs, 
when  I  a^ed  if  he  hAd  been  ill*ufed,  **  No,  Sir  ^ 
but  what  can  we  now  get  to  eat  F* 

Sennini  was  now  advancing  towards  the  con- 
vent^ whither  HulTein  had  repaired,  but  was  im- 
mediately arreted  by  the  chief  of  the  robbers, 
who,  without  aliigniog  any  reafon,  conduded 
him  baek  into  the  midft  of  his  troop.  Our  au- 
thor naturally  fuppofed,  that  the  banditti  had 
cither  veiblved  to  take  from  him  his  remaining 
clothes,  or  otherwife  to  feal  up  the  dread  of  d|f 
covery  by  his  death ;  but,  to  his  utter  aftonifli^ 
mem,  the  chief,  who  had  been  rather  too  offi- 
cious in  flripping,  now  returned  the  diflferent 
paits  of  his  drefs,  with  much  civility,  together 
with  his  purfe  and  arms,  while  other  Bedouins 
rendered  the  fame  acceptable  fervice  to  the  other 
lorlorn  and  terrified  travellers. 

This,  it  Teems,  was  effeded.by  the  fpirited  be- 
haviour of  Hufleio,  who,  having  reached  tho 
fpol  where  Bioft  of  the  predatory  band  were  af- 
fembkd>  thus  addrefled  bimfelf  to  their  chiefs : 

•<  Arab^, 
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^«  Arabs,  yon  have  ftiipped  •  liiaD  eotrufled  to 
mv  protedion ;  a  man  with  whom  I  bafe  ettiBO» 
wb6  baa  repofed  in  my  tent,  and  becomie  wj 
brother,  for  wbofe  fafetf  I  wiU  readily  ftake  mf 
own  life.  Never  again  oan  I  revifit  my  aunpw 
or  hope 'for  the  pleafare*  of  embracing  my  be« 
loved  family.  Arabs,  either  leftore  eveiy  articU 
that  ^on  hnre  taken  from  my  brother,  or  kindly 
terminate  m^  inAipportable  exigence."  Thia 
energetic  harangue,  delivered  in  a  refolnte  toae» 
and  with  the  rooft  determined  look,  made  fome 
impreffion  on  the  barbariaoi,  and  while  thcw 
were  oonfulting  together^  Huflein  {hatched  bn 
gun  from  a  perfon  who  held  it,  and  levelliDg  it 
at  the  principal  cMef,  refohed  to  ihoot  him«  In 
cafe  of  a  refiifal,  that  he  might  thereby  4ni^ 
(heir  vengoinoe  upon  his  own  head,  rather  than 
live  nnder  the  ftigmbof  his  friend's  misfortune. 
He  was  well  known  to  the  Asabs,  who  were  fully 
convinced  that  he  would  execute  his  threats,  and 
therefore,  partly  from  fear,  and  partly  from  re** 
fyeSt,  they  confented  to  reftore  the  propertjr  of 
Sonnioi  and  his  companions ;  and  this  was  im* 
mediately  performed  with  the  moft  admirable 
fidelity.  Nor  was  it  enough  for  thefe  robbers  to 
appear  juft,  they  muft  alfo  fliow  themfelves  po- 
lite. The  black  chief  infifted  upon  our  author** 
mounting  his  horfe^  to  ride  from  the  fcene  of 
recent  confufion  to  the  monaftery,  while  fome 
other  Bedouins  paid  a  fimilar  compliment  to  hit 
fellow  travellers.  On  their  approaching  the 
convent,  fome  faAikets  of  bread,  and  platters  of 
lentils,  were  let  down  by  a  rope,  which  fumiibed 
the  whole  party  with  a  timely  and  acceptable  re- 
pa  ft.  At  the  condofion  of  their  meal,  fome  of 
the  Arabs  approached  the  European  with  a  de- 
3  greo 
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^.  of  frankneft  and  oordiality,  exprelSng  their 
itUiadion  at  hit  perfooal  fafetj*  and  abiding 
iiim  for  undertaking  to  traTorfe  a  defert*  which 
tbqr  acknowledged  to  be  the  refoiA  of  thievdi 
and  banditti, 

Laftly,  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  com- 
fi^te  the  fucceffion  of  thefe  extraordinary  (benea, 
the  Bedouin  chief  de6red  that  Sonnini  would 
write  him  a  certificate,  bating  that  he  had  noet 
with  him  in  the  Defert,  and  that  l^e'  had  taken 
nothing  from  him,  but  on  the  contrary^  had  tie- 
haved  in  the  moft  fatitfadory  manner.  This 
certificate  was  wntten  in  Arabic,  and  figned  by 
our  traveller,  who  having  no  defire  tbatteilbia 
name  to  the  conda£^  of  a  banditti,  {ubfcribed  La 
X>eroute.  The  chief  then  pocketed  the  paper, 
and  after  cautionin{[  the  European  to  be  oti  his 
guard,  refumed  bis  journey,  in  queft  of  new  ad- 
.ventures. 

Having  got  rid  of  thefe  dangerous  people, 
Sonnini  was  obliged  to  enter  into  a  long  alterca- 
tion with  the  monks,  who,  for  fome  time,  pre- 
tended to  doubt  his  being  a  European.  At 
length,  however,  they  coofented  to  his  admit- 
tance, when  another  difpute  arofe  concerning  the 
numner  of  his  entering  their  inhofpitable  ^fi- 
4ence,  as  the  monks  infilled  upon  drawing  him 
up  by  the  rope,  and  he  demanded  entrance  by  an 
iron  wicket,  which,  it  feems,  was  never  opened 
but  on  particular  occafions.  Huflein  now  threat- 
ened the  fathers  with  the  moft  dreadful  eficAs 
of  his  refentment,  if  they  hefitated  any  longer  to 
comply  with  his  friend's  requeft ;  and,  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  authoritative  commands,  the  wic- 
ket was  opened  to  the  travellers,  who  were  firft. 
conduded  to  the  chapel,  and  afterwards*  furntfhed 
with  a  fcanty  fupper  of  plain  boiled  rice. 

Next 
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Next  morolbg,  Sonnini  was  reminded,  bf  hU 
guide,  of  whtt  pafled  on  the  preceding  eveaiag^ 
and  of  tbe  extreme  dtflicnity  with  which  he  %it4 
been  extricated  from  his  perilooi  fitaation.  HhP* 
fein  candidly  acknowledged,  that  he  covUl  «ei 
hope  for  fuch  faece(k,  on  another  occafioo,  nor 
eoold  he  yet  tell  what  might  be  the  refolt  of  lui 
recent  interference,  aa,  in  cafe  he  ihould  efer  he 
dilcovered  by  the  Arabt,  in  company  with  the 
fame  party,  hia  life  would  moft  probably  be  fa- 
crificed  to  their  refentment.  He  therefore  ob- 
fenred  that,  an  immediate  return  was  indilpenfi- 
bty  neceiTary  to  himfelf,  and  concluded  by  ea 
offer  of  oonduding  our  author  back  by  the  fame 
route  he  had  come ;  but,  at  Sonnim  had  lunr 
reached  the  middle  of  the  deferts,  he  was  un- 
wilHng  to  quit  them  without  making  a  few  ob- 
fervations;  and  Huflein,  though  evidently  vfBxed 
at  his  determination,  embraced  him  with  aifeo- 
tion,  and  quitted  him  with  many  kind  adieua. 

The  convent,  in  which  Sonntni  was  now  left 
with  his  companions,  is,  by  the  Coptic  oenobites, 
denominated  Zaidi  el  Baramous;  and  by  the 
Arabs,  Kafr  Zaidi.  It  is  an  endofure  of  high 
walls  without  any  gate,  as  that  name  cannot  pof* 
ilbly  be  given  to  a  fmall  wicket,  which  is  never 
opened  more  than  twice  or  thrice  in  a  year.  Per- 
fons  coming  in,  and  going  out,  are  drawn  up,  or 
lowered  down,  by  a  ftrong  rope  and  pulley. 
The  building  con(i(ls  entirely  of  foft,  calcareous 
Hones,  containing  foiiile  (hells.  Within  the 
walls  is  a  fmall  fort,  furrounded  by  ditches,  end 
furniHied  with  a  drawbridge,  which  yields  a  re» 
treat  to  the  monks,  when  the  banditti  of  thedefert* 
fucceed  in  forcing  the  exterior  inclofure.  In  the 
fort  is  a  church,  a  ciftern^  a  quantity  of  provifions 
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tnd  eketf  thiojj^  in  HCt,  to  enable  the  fathen  to 
ibftaiii  a  long  uefe.  Here,  alio,  are  the  hooka  be- 
Mj^og  to  the  community,  of  which  thej  are  ex- 
txmmr  tdliadoni,  though  they  fuffinr  them  to  He 
iMgle6ked  on  the  ground,  coYcred  with  duft^  and 
partif  deHroyed  by  vermin. 

The  chdrch  it  a  Umple  edifice,  with  no  other 
droament, '  than  a  few  bad  pidures  and  fome  of- 
tHch  eggi.  The  fervice  ii  performed  in  Arabic 
and  ttodefn  Coptic,  that  it  to  fay,  In  Greek  Cop« 
ti^  for  the  literal  Coptic,  or  Ihe  language  of  the 
Fharaehl  It  totally  unknown  to  the  prefent  Coptt. 
The  gofpel  ie  read  in  Arabic,  and  tne  prayers  are 
faid  In  modem  Copth:  i  yet  none  of  the  monks 
cani^k  that  language  with  propriety.  It  feems, 
indeed,  almoft  impoffible  to  give  a  juft  reprefent- 
fltibn  of  the  oonfufion  that  frequently  prevails  in 
the  courfe  of  their  devotions.  Sometimes  one  per- 
fon  will  have  a  particular  p(klm  or  anthem,  and 
another  will  inlift  upon  finging  a  different  one }  a 
difpute  then  enfues,  and  is  frequently  followed  by 
blows:  in  the  mean  time,  fomelKxly  begins  to 
chaunt  a  prayer,  which  is  followed  by  the*  whole 
choir,  and  tjiUs  the  quarrel  is  terminated.  Dur- 
ing his  day  at  the  convent,  Sonnini  regularly  at- 
tended their  devotions,  and  carefully  imitated  the 
ceremonies  and  geftures  of  the  monks.  Each  of 
his  people  did  the  fame,  and  there  fometimes  oc- 
curred luch  comic  fcenes  and  ridiculous  fituations, 
as  totally  deftroyed  their  gravity,and  obliged  them 
to  give  an  involuntary  offence,  by  ibeir  laughter, 

*  The  finging-  coaHfts  of  Turkifli  and  Arabic  airi,  ac- 
companied by  cynybali}  the  noife  of  which,  together  with 
their  difcoi-dant  mufic  ma|(.ci  the  church  re-echu  with  a 
medley  of  jarring  foands* 
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to  th<3  ofieqolbeini  of  the  community.  In  the  per- 
fortoaiiGe  ^  their  worihip,  the  Coptt  neither  Ik, 
kneel,  nor  dead  upright  i  Vot  remain  upon  their 
feet»  milk  tjbeir  bodiei  bept  forward,  and  fupport 
1;bem(Cel¥Qi  on  a  kip4 of  cnUch.  The prieftoele- 
brates  mafs  with  water,  and  coniecrates  comseo 
breadr  wiiich  he  c«ts  in  pieces,  and  mijcea.  witti 
water.  Thii  makes  a  kind  of  foiipf  of  which  he 
eata  a  rfpw  fpoonfuls,  and  then  adniiDiAen  the 
.  remajinder.to  fuchoof  his  brethren  or  •ttevdaots 
as  are^ereot.  The  facred  tafes  are  only  •  kind 
of  glaui  Plat<  A,  fimilar  to  thofe  ufed  at  la  £uro« 
peao  deMert  j  After  the  communion,  the  officiat- 
ing pried  waihes  his  hands,  and  places  himfelf  at 
the  doqr  of  the  chancel,  whither  e^tff  perfon  of 
the  congregation  walks  in  proceffion,  to  prefent 
his  face  (io  be  ftroked  or  fprinkled  with  the  holy 
water.  Some  little  half-baked  loa?ea  are  then 
diUributrsd,  though  not  without  mnch  alterca- 
tion, and  the  fervice  concludes.  The  perfon 
who  ofliciates  at  the  altar  in  celebrating  mafs,  is 
,  arrayed  in  a  fort  of  white  Ihirt,  covered  with 
croifes,  and  made  with  a  cowl  $  but,  during  the 
other  prayers,  he  only  wears  a  large  fillet  of  white 
Jinen,  twifted  rqund  bis  head,  in  manner  of  a  tur- 
ban, and  adorned  with  fimilar  little  crofles. 

"  Thefe  Copts,**  fays  our  author,  "  are  fond 
of  a  rapid  focceffion  of  rites  and  ceremonies,  and 
.  are  continually  in  motion  during  the  time  of  fer 
via.  The  otficiating  monk,  efpecially,  is  every 
.  moment  employed  in  fcattering  incenie  over  the 
faints,  books,  and  pi&arcs,  kiffing  his  left  hand, 
or  applying  bis  hand  to  the  forehead  of  every 
perfon  prelent.  When  all  his  rounds  are  finiib 
ed,  he  gives  his  benedidion,  bearing  io  his  han( 
a  fiuall  crols  and  lighted  taper^  and  each  indivi 
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diud  of  the  eoogregation,  previous  io-  his  idepar- 
tare  from  the  church,  kifles  a  little  eolhion,  co- 
veted with  a  greafjr  doth  j  then  a  crofsi  zp&  af«' 
terwards  rolls  his  head  on  the  (briae  of  xht  fatnti. 
Thia  Arine  is  faid,  by  the  Arabs^  to  cosiiain  r.o 
other  relimiea  than  bones  of  camels  or  lUTes,  thai 
have  periilicd  id  the:  defert,  and  have  Ibeen  coi» 
ledea  by  the  monks |  but  the  latter  affirnri  that 
it  is  the  repofitory  of  the  bodies  of  feven  fair^i), 
amoorwhom,  Maxlmonsand  DomadioOBStf.mstt" 
tioned  as  the  objeAs  of  peculiar  veneration. 

There  were  but  three  prieftaand  a  few  friars  \n 
the  convent,  at  the  period  of  our  traveller's  re"> 
fearches;  but  they  Were  frequently  vifited  by  the 
Coptic  cultivators,  who  came  to  do  penance  for 
their  fins  and  to  fopply  the  fathers  with  the  roesnit 
of  fubfiftence.  The  common  provifiona  of  the 
community  are  chiefly  the  alms  of  the  rich 
Copts«  at  Cairo,  and  are  conveyed  to  the  monaf- 
tery  twice  or  thrice  a  year,  by  caravans  of  ca* 
ndels;  .  Their  meals,  which  Amply  coniiA  of 
buifcuif,  made  of  flour  of  lentils  atid  rice  boikd 
in  fait  and  water;  deteftable  cheefej  and,  by 
cbonce  a  little  honey,  are  ufnetly  ea^en  in  ?i  re- 
fedory,  while  one  of  the  monaftics  rea  Jk  tor  the 
edificetion  of  his  brethren :  their  6n1;  beverage  is 
a  bracktih  and  unpalatabk  wstei'. 

The  cells  of  the  monks  ars  vaulted  and  exceed* 
ingly  low,  and  their  drels  perfectly  accords  with 
their  wretched  habitations.  A  kind  of  robe  and 
a  long  ihirt;  of  black  linen,  conflitnte  the  whole 
of  their  apparel ;  the  difnial  colour  of  which, 
together  with  their  dark  complexion,  mean  look, 
and  fliort  flatore,  combines  to  render  the  Coptic 
monaflics  the  nioft  usly  of  mankind,  as  they  are 
likewife  the  moft  filthy  and  dtfgufiingi 
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By  the  fidet)f  tbe<:onvent  are  fome  rulni«  Md 
to  be  Che  remains  of  the  ancient  edifice.  A  very 
deep  well  it  ftill  dtrcerqlble«  to  which  there  it  a 
defcent  by  a  flight  of  ftepi.  In  the  vicinity  thei« 
is  alfo  found  a  quantity  of  the  common  gypTura, 
known  to  the  Arabs  by  the  name  of  guips,  and  of 
laminated  gypfom,  or  lapis  fpecularis. 

The  monaiiery  of  Zaidi  el  Baramoua  is  not  the 
only  one  exiftipg  in  this  defolate  country.  From . 
the  top  of  the  walls  may  be  feen  thefmall»  unia-- 
habited  houfe  of  St.  Maximous}  another  convent,: 
called  Zaidi  Soorian.)  and  a  fmall  defertcd  build- 
ing, originally  deiigned  for .  the  refidenoe  of  si 
kiafchefy  but  now  affording  flielter  to  the  per- 
fons  who  come  thither  in  queft  of  natron.  < 

At  the  diftance  of  one  day's  journey,  to  the  weft^ 
is  a  dry  canal,  formerly  the  bed  of  a  communica- 
tion between  the  lakes  Moeris  and  Marcotis.    It 
abounds  with  rocks,  and  eritae,  or  eagle  ftonea,  are  ^ 
commonly  found  in  its  environs. 

On  the  13th  of  January,  our  author  having 
difpatched  a  peafant  from  the  convent  to  hire 
fome  Bedouins  at  Terane«  who  might  condud 
him  Qut  of  the  defert,  ten  of  thefe  perfont  arriv- 
ed with  a  camel  and  fome  afles.  One  of  them, 
who  had  ihot  a  €amingo,  at  the  natron  lakes, 
prefented  it  to  Sonnini,  who  having  pafled  feve- 
ral  days  in  a  date  of  rigorous  abflinence*  gaye  it 
to  his  companions  to  roaft.  At  the  oooment, 
however,  when  they  were  preparing  to  make 
an  excellent  meal,  the  monks  fell  upon  it  with 
the  moft  difguflipg  voracity,  and  fpeedily  end-^ 
ed  the  repaS. 

Anxious  to  quit  thefe  difagreeable  men,  ouc 
author  now  propofed  to  make  them  feme  com* 
penfation  fur  the  (SQ(ert|^ixuneqt  t^  had  received, 
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though  Hrretched  in  th»  extreme.  The  faperior 
told  him  that  it  was  proper  he  fliould  iirft  befiow  ' 
fometbing  on  the  monaHery ;  neit  on  the  embel- 
lifliment  of  the  chnrch  ;  and  laftly,  on  himfelf 
and  thepoor.  At  the  conclafion  of  his  ennmera- 
tion  of  wants,  Sonnini  aiked  ^hat  fnm  wonld  be  « 
equivalent  to  the  whole  ekpence;  when,  after  a 
few  moments  fpent  in  calculation,  the  monk  re- 
plied, that  five  or  (is  hundred  fequins  would  be 
fufficitnt.  "A  trifle  to,  be  fure,"  fays  our  au- 
thor^ '<  for  five  days  lodging  and  board,  on  lentil 
bread,  with  lentils  boil^  in  fait  and  water.'*  As, 
howeveri:Our  traveller's  purfe  bad  been  consider- 
ably lightened  in  pafling through  the  handsof  the 
Arabs,  and  as  the  flipolated  agreement  with'Huf- 
fein  had  taken  feveral  fequins,  he  had  but  fix  re« 
ipaining,  which  he  accordingly  oflered  to  the  fu« 
perior;  but  dbe  avaricious  wretch  fdl  into  a  mofl; 
violent  paflion  $  launched  out  in(Q  inve^ives,  and 
fwojce  by  all  the  faints  of  his  chi^h,  that  Sonmni 
fhould  loon  repent  his  ingratitude.  He  even  ven- 
tured tv>  affirm,  that  beawm  would  foon  fend  fomo 
robbers  lo.  the  convent,  who  fliould  inflantly  fol- 
low the  traveller's  route,  and  avenge  the  quarrel. 
At  this  audacious  behaviour,  our  author  loft  all 
patience,  and  would  certainly  have  levelled  the 
monaflic  with  the  ground,  had  not  the  Bedouin 
guides  interpofed  and  fcperated  the  contending 
parties. 

Sonnini  was  now  preparing  to  quit  the  convent 
with  his  companions,  when  the  old  mpnk  fent  to  ' 
requeft  the  ^x  fequins  that  had  been  ofliered,  and 
as  the  travellers  rode  from  the  edifice,  they  dif- 
cerned  this  villain  in  the  ad  of  imploring  blefl"- 
ipgs  on  their  journey,  from  that  facred  abqde, 
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which  he  had  fo  recently  invoked  to  cniih  them 
with  all  itf  maledi6kiooi.  u  ^    ' 

From  Zatdi  el  Baramoni,  our  author  travelled 
along  deep  porges,  parallel  to  the  great  hilli,  for 
ahoat  A  J.  mdes^  when  be  entered  the  monafterf 
of  Zaidi  Sonrian,  whofe  name  indicates  that  it 
war  formerly  in  the  pofleffiro  of  Syrian  monk<, 
who  have  bedn  fucceeded  by  the  Copts.    This 
conveht  is  built  upon  admilar  platt  to  that  of 
Zaidi  el  Baramotts,  but  it  is  laid  out  in  a  modit 
better  and  more  convenien^t  manner*    Tiie'aBei>^ 
ent  Syrian  church  is  ftill  landing,  and  is  deicrib* 
ed  by  our  traveller  as  being  tolerably  haildfome. 
Upon  one  of  the  pillars  are  cot,  the  naniea  of  fe* 
veral  European  vifitants;  and  the  ehnrdi  isem- 
belhibed  with  fcolpture  and  paintiogs  in  frefco. 
This  building,  however,  is  not  nfed  by  theCoptSj 
who  have  built  another  church,  in  Ihcj  form  of  a 
crofs.    The  l.ittle>fort»  or  place  of  retreat,  is  at 
well  conHroaed  &  that  of  the  other  oonvent,  and 
the  monks  are  apparently  lefs  filthy  in  their  per* 
fons^  and  lefs  feroeions  in  their  difpofitions.  Th6 
fnperior,  ften  by  Sonnini,  was  a  man  turned  of 
thirty,  abfblotely  without  any  beard.    As  the 
beard  is  an  appendage,  in  this  country,  that  cre- 
ates refped,  the  monk  was  much  diifatisfied  with 
his  per(bnal  deft^,  and  earneftly  entreated  the 
European  to  point  out  feme  method,  by  which 
he  might  obtain  foch  an  embeUifliement  to  hit 
fkce. 

In  a  little  gard(fth  belonging  to  the  monaftics 
are  a  few  dare  trees,  ibme  fmall  olive  trees,  ai^d 
one  almond  tree.  Among  a  variety  of  efcolent 
plants,  is  obfervable  the  liblah,  a  fpecies  of  large, 
perepnial^  kidney  beanj  that  grows  very  high.  Its 
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leafes  ire  of  a  lively  gjtttnp  its  pod%  broad  aid 
dongatedf  are  of  the  fame  tbloiir,  with'  a  border 
of  deep  purple.  The'fdedtwiuchthey  contain 
ire  ov4l,  and  variegited  witliirelki«rj:btack*?and 
browm  Tbia  ^eeRlbof  polfe  it  nnWcriaUjr  col- 
tivated  m  Bgyptt  and  the  pods  aroA  cofnmon  ar« 
tide  df  /ood.  An  imroenfe  tamarind  tree  growa 
in  one  of  the  coortt,  and  it  confidered  by  the  mo- 
naftics as  an  t(k€t  of  miraculons  vegetation.  **  A 
St.  £phraim;*  fay  they,  «  left  his  ftaff  at  the  gato 
of  a  pious  brother,  to  whom  he  was  paying  a  viiit  $ 
it  inftantly  took  rooty  |hot  forth  branches,  and 
ibon  became  a  large  tamarind  tree."  To  add  to 
this  miracle,  they  affirm,  that  it  is  the  only  tree 
of  the  fpecies  in  £gypt.  This,  however,  is  not 
<K>n6ftent  with  truth,  for,  notwitbflanding  the 
fcarceneis  of  tamarind  trees  in  that  coontry,  there 
are  a  few  plants  of  it  to  be  feen  in  the  gardens  of 
Bofletta,  and  the  pods,  ftones,  and  pulp  of  the 
tamarind,  boiled  up  with  fugar,  may  be  purchaf- 
ed  in  every  Egyptian  market.  This  coarte  fweet- 
meat  is  brought  by  the  caravans  from  the  interi* 
or  of  Africa,  and  forms  an  iodifpenfible  article  of 
provifion,  for  perfons  who  traverfe  the  deferts  ; 
they  eat  it  on  account  of  its  cooling  quality,  and 
to  allay  the  infufferable  thirft  that  is  excited  by 
thofe  nery  regions;  The  few  trees  that  (hade  one 
part  of  the  convent,  Invite  tether  fome  birds, 
which  diffuie  a  degree  of  cheerfulnefs,  and  the 
water  of  the  well  is  highly  fuperior,  both  in  tafte 
atid  quality,  to  that  of  the  monaftery  of  Zaidl 
el  Baramoos. 

Quitting  Zaidi  Sourian,  ov  the  i4th,  at  three 
o*cIock  in  the  morning,  our  author  determined 
not  to  vifit  any  other  convent,  though  there  were 
two  more  in  the  defert,  and  accordingly  purfued 
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